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are  on  file  in  Press  Service y  Room  414A^,   ^Ehone  Gene  Harrison  at  6O3I.) 

Ptom  Wev;  York  Times,  Hay" 27  - 

VfORLD  FOOD  TALKS  URGED  B"  ANDERSON:  EI'ffiRGEI"GY  COUNCIL  APPRO\T^S  PL^N  FOR 
MOT  STEPS  TO  ACT  ON  Il^IDIGENOUS  STPPLIES-VJashingtoh-Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Clinton  Po  Anderson  proposed  today  that  a  world  conference  of  Iiinisters  of 
Food  and  Agriculture,  "looking  tovrard  improved  management  of  indigenous  food 
supplies"  in  cereal  import  countries  be  held  not  later  than  July,  The 
proposal  was  approved  today  by  a  large  majority  of  the  thirty  four  nation 
International  Emergency  Food  Cduncilo 

The  committee  mil  make  recommendations  on  Wednesday  as  to  whether  the 
FAO  or  the  lEFC  should  call  the  conference,  and  whether  it  should  be  held 
in  Europe  or  in  this  country. 

Dennis  A.  FitzGerald  of  the  United  States,  Secretary  General  of  the  lEFC 
prefaced  his  presentation  of  the  conference  idea  Ldth  the  long  and  detailed 
report  on  the  extreme  gravity  of  the  iTorld  food  situation. 

The  special  policy  committee  reported  that  the  world  food  situation 
was  still  so  grave  that .the  lEPG  should  be  continued  beyond  the  proposed 
termination  date  of  next  Dec,  31  to  June  30,  194-8, 

The  committee  reported  that  these  five  basic  commodities  were  in-  such 
short  supply  that  they  should  continue  to  be  under  international  allocation; 
cereals,  rice,  fats  and  oils,  sugar  and  nitrogenous  fertilizers,  -Five 
others  vrore  named  as  likely  to  need  such  controls  were  beans  and  peas,  meat, 
protein  feeds,  certain  kinds  of  seeds  and  potash  fertilizer. 

Secretary  Anderson  told  the  lEFC  in  a  letter  that  his  call  for  a  conference 
of  responsible  food  ministers  had  been  based  on  two  main  considerations, 

Birst,  he  stated,  there  is  an  increasing  struggle  for  United  States 
grain  between  the  "flag  areas" — the  combined  occupied  zones  of  Germany, 
Japan  and  southern  Korea,  for  which  the  Unitc;d  States  is  directly  r  esponsible  — 
and  our  former  Allies,  who  combines  to  obtain  allocations  under  the  lEFC, 

"I  must  brutally  recognize  that  more  and  more  I  have  iound  it  necessary 
to  take  care  of  these  flag  areas,"  he  declaredo 


HE  ASKS  FDOD  ACTION-Lake  Success-Describing  the  food  situation  in  var 
devastated  Europe  as  critical,  Try'gve  Lie,  Secretary  General  of  the  United 
Nations,  called  on  the  fifty  five  member  nations  today  to  take  constructive 
steps  mthm  less  than  two  months  to  recommend  solutions.    He  asked  for 

5S^v°?Q  session  of  the  Economic  and  Social  Coinncil  convenes  on 

July  19  to  avert  "catastrophe „" 

The  critical  food. shortage  in  European  countries,  which  was  foreseen  in 

accor'L'^^:  f  :S?T  °^  relief -nJeds,  is  already  at  hand, 

according  to  a  still  incomplete- su2?vey. by  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization, 
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Fron  Nev/  York  Times,  May  27  - 

A  WORLD  JDOD  CONFERENCE-Editorial-As  a  first  step  tov:ard  vrorking  out 
"Continental  plans"  for  Europe  and  Asia,  at  least  in  respect  to  food,  the 
United  States  proposes  calling  a  world  grain  conference  by  mid  July  to  chart 
the  most  effective  distribution  of  world  supplies  and  to  improve  food  management 
in  deficit  countries «    This  proposal,  submitted  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
^.nderson  to  the  International  Food  Council  is  a  result  of  the  realization 
that  despite  the  billions  spent  on  relief  the  food  situation  is  grordng 
worse  rather  than  better,  and  that  a  year  from  no\7  vre  shall  probably  face 
another  food  crisis  even  more  serious  than  at  present. 

The  proposal  of  Secretary  Anderson  is  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  is 
obvious  that  much  more  will  have  to  be  done  than  he  indicates  before  the 
last-  horseman  of  the  Apocalypse  has  been  routed » 


PASSES  POTATO  BUJvIE:  SECRETiiRI  /JvlDERSOW  S..iS  CONGRESS  1»R0TE  PRICE  SUPPORT 
PLAN-P/ashington-Clinton  i\  /mderson,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  madepublic 
today  a  letter  which  he  had  witten  to  Representative  August  H.  ^^ndresen, 
Republican,  of  Minnesota,  taking  issue  rdth  Mr,  Andresen' s  statements  ' 
in  the  May  21  Congressional  Record  on  the  rotato  price  su-nnort  program. 

The  Secretary  reminded  him  that  Con.-^ess  had  imposed  the  program  which 
compels  him  to  buy  potatoes.    He  said  that  since  he' himself  had  presented 
this  whole  problem  to  the  House' Agriculture  Committee,  to  vrhich  Mr. 
,  ..ndresen  belonged,  he  (Andresen)  must  know  that  the  Secretary  of  "'griculture 
was  povrerless  to  do  v/hat  Mr.  Andresen  demanded,  "halt  the  T/anton  destruction 
of  potatoes o" 


•FOOD  PRICE  DROP  PUTS  INDEX  DOV/N-lTashington-Prices  paid  by  moderate  income 
families  v/ere  one  tenth  of  1  percent  lower  in  mid  ^pril  than  in  mid  March 
T^hen-an  all  time  high  was  reached,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported 
today.    There  was  a  2  percent  increase  between  Feb,  15  and  March  15. 

The  cons-umer's  price  index  formerly  knoTm  as  the  cost  of  living  index, 
was  156.1^ on  April  15,  computed  vdth  the  1935-39  level  as  100,  or  normal.^ 
Retail  prices  for  foods  dropped  while  prices  for  all  other  major  groups  of  living 
essentials  advanced  during  the  month. 

Food  prices  in  large  cities  declined  0„8  percent.    Clothing  prices  rose 
0,2  percent « 


F^om  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  27  - 

_ SUGAR  DECONTROL  BILL- Representative  Gamble  of  ^'^ew  York  has  introduced 
legislation  seeking  sugar  decontrol  immediately ,The  lEFC  sees  larger  surar 
production  m  194B.., Sugar  interests  urge  industrial  users  to  bui^ ?inven?o^ies 
to  guard  against  contingencies ,Beet  sugar  deliveries  were  lower  in  .^pril 
indicating  the  slowdovm  at  the  time  in  .demand.  ^  ' 
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Iron  St,  Tcx).l  Pioneer  Press,  Ma.y  20  ~ 

JSmPJlL  POTATO  PR0G-3AM  BACKPIIGS  -  Government  destruction  helped  spud 
prices  to  crash  levels  of  $5  a  "bushel  for  old  crop  potatoes  in  the  Tv;in  Cities 
Monday, 

As  a  resiilt  the  federal  potato  program  iDachfired  and  consumers  and  pro- 
ducers "began  asking  for  a  new  deal,  .which  growers  said  they  will  try  to  get 
in  a  series  of  meetings  iDeginning  next  Monday  on  a  nev/  1947  program, 

■A-s  for  producers,  they  and  spokesmen  for  farmers  generally  shov/ed 
concern  lest  necessary  and  moderate  postv/ar  farm  price  supports  hecome  dis- 
credited in  pu'olic  opinion  "by  the  unpopular  com."bination  of  high  costs  and 
destruction  of  potatoes.     It  is  feared  that  the  x^hole  long-time  pro;:ram  of 
protecting  farmers  from  future  price  colla-pse  may  "be  in  jeopard;/  unless  a 
Detter  plan  for  potatoes  is  found. 

Questions  were  even  raised  in  farm  circles  as  to  whether  some  '.'/ashing- 
ton  officials  may  not  "be  using  the  potato  program  in  a  way  to  luidermine  post- 
war farm  price  supports  generally,    Iv'ith  the  farm  appropriations  issue  coming 
to  a  head  in  Congress  this  week,  the  consujner  resentment  against  the  potato 
program  is  said  to  "be  pla,cing  a  potent  wea^Don  in  the  hands  of  the  farm 
opposition  forces  in  Congress, 

The  continued  destriaction  of  potatoes  in  the  faxe  of  high  prices  is_  "being 
done  on  the  r  esponsihility  of  Washington,  and  against  the  persistent  recomi- 
mendations  of  Midwest  administrative  officials  on  the  ground,  it  is  said. 


Prom  Pdchmond  (Va, )  ITews  deader,  May  21  - 

GAI^ADIAIT  POTATOES  SOLD  HIGH;  STATS  CSOP  DSS'TROYSD  CHARGES  CAZ3  MEil  - 
Siclim.ond  housev/ives  are  "buying  Canadian-grown  potatoes  at  dou"ble  the  price 
they  would  "be  charged,  for  those  grown  in  Virginia  "because  the  United  States 
government  destroyed  a  considera"ble  portion  of  the  potato  crops  in  this  and 
neigh'ooring  States,  0,  D,  Judd,  legislative  chairman  of  the  Virginia  State 
lestaujrant  Association,  c'narged  today. 

On  "behalf  of  the  association,  Mr,  Judd  wrote  Congressman  Augnist  H, 
Andresen,   chairma.n  of  the  House  -'^-gri culture  Committee,  that  one  P-ichmond 
\Arholesaler  alone  had  received- eight  carloads  of  Canadian  potatoes  since  April 
15, 

'^eanv;hile  the  letter  a.dds  it  reported  that  "potatoes  were  destroyed  at 
Toano, "  a  town  approximately  40  miles  from  Richmond, 

Local  suppliers  are  quoting  a  v/holesale  price  of  $4,50  per  hundred  pound 
on  Canadian  potatoes,   the  letter,  said, 

were  advised  hy'the  Pepartme"nt  of  Agriculture  that  the  price  paid 
for  potatoes  so  destroyed  v/as  $2,50  per  hundredv/eight,  "  Mr,  Judd  wrote.  "If 
potatoes  v/ere  destroyed  in  Virginia  or  near  hy,  simple  arithmetic  wou.ld  shov; 
that  the  people  residing  in  this  section  of  the  country  are  nov;  paying  100 
per  cent  more  for  the  same  commodity  due  to  such  destruction." 
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?ron  Jerse':,"  Cit7.  ITow  «^ersey  Journal,  ilay  21  - 

njl'IPIlIC-  POTATOES  -  Editorial  -  ".lien  go  nan?/  people  are  in  need  of  lood 
and  v;hen  prices  are  so  hiji  that  the  housewife  hr.s  to  v/atch  every  penrv  as 
she  markets  for  the  faniily  meals,  it  does  seem  strange  th?,t  the  goverrjnent 
dumps  surplus  potatoes  in  the  field„     -he  latest  potato- dumping  toolr  plo.ce 
in  Alr'oama,  v;hen  the  goverriiflent  disposed  of  over  50  tons  of  potatoes,  /riving 
the  reason  as  a  glutted  market. 

You  cannot  make  the  housevrife  helieve  tha.t  the  market  is  .-glutted  v;hen 
she  has  to  pay  six  cents  a  pound  or  51  cents  for  10  pounds  of  potatoes  —  a 
hij;her  vjrice  than  she  :ias  "been  accustomed  to  oay.    Potatoes  have  .juraoed  in 
price  to  such  an  extent  th^t  the  housev/ife  v;ho  is  forced  to  count  her  peniiies 
has  shifted  to  less  expensive  starch  foods.     If  the  government  is  correct 
in  the  statement  that  the  market  is  glutted,   then  is  it  any  wonder  tlia-t  the 
housewife,  who  has  to  pay  high  prices  for  potatoes,   cannot  comprehend  vir^r 
the  governmient  dumps  potatoes  in  the  field  and  poiirs  kerosene  over  then  to 
make  them  unfit  for  consumption?     ISven  at  five  cents  a  pound  the  government 
potato"d^:unping  amounted  to  $5,000  —  more  money  than  most  men  make  in  a  year, 
Waen  a  market  is  glutted  v/ith  a  loroduct  the  assumption  is  that  the  product 
price  is  reduced  so  as  to  use  up  the  surplus.    In  the  case  of  potatoes, 
cheaper  prices  would  hring  the  potato  to  more  meals  daily. 


Prom  Des  Iloines  (lov;a)  Trihune,  May  20  - 

PAE:  laud  PHICSS  -  Sdltorial  -  President  Trujaan  is  concerned  about  the 
rise  in  fa.rm  land  values,  and  has  instructed  Secretary  of  Agriculture  A.nder- 
son  to  call  a  national  conference  or.  the  suoject. 

Until  recently,  the  inflation  in  land  values  has  not  "been  s\ich  as  to 
cause  much  trouhle.    Purchases  of  farms  at  rapidly-rising  prices  have  "been 
mostly  for  cash  or  a  large  percentage  of  cash.    Slayers  have  "been  ahle  to 
protect  themselves  against  declines  in  farm  i^rices,  "because  the-   wercn' t 
piling  up  heavy  dehts. 

Lately,  however,   the  De^iartment  of  Agriculture  has  noted  an  increasing 

numher  of  land  purchases  where  the  "buyer  took  on  a  70-per  cent  or  greater 

deljt,  givinga  mortgage  in  return.    Loans  of  this  size  v/ill  he  in  shaky 

position  after  a  decline  in  farm  prices. 

In  1S4S,  aoout  one- third-  of ^  the  norti?age-f  inanced  sales  of  farm  land  (onj 
seventh  o:c  all  sales)  v/ere  for  loans  oi  ro'^Der  cent  or  more  O-  zne  sale  pric< 

Three-fourths  of  the  mortgage-financed  sales  (one-third  of  all  sales)  v;ere 

on  mortgages  for  50  per  cent  or  more  of  the  sales  price. 

The  danger  that  many  farm  faipilies  v/ill  Ic  le  t'leir  v/artime  savings  "by 

unv/ise  hidding  up  of  farm  land  is  a  real  one. 


Prom  Crreat  Palls  (Mont,)  Trihune,  May  10  - 

AITMIW  POOD  COII6Ui'5PTI01T  -  Editorial  -  Q,uite  a  few  persons  may  remem- 
ber that  shortly  after  the  i-zar  in  Euro-oc  ended  the  de-oartment  of  ?!gri culture 
issue-'  some  v;arnings  to  poultry  raisers  about  a  possible_  surplus  of  eggs  in 
this  country.     The  average  consamption  of  eggs  in  the  United  States  .'lad  risen 
from  the  prewar  figure  of  298  "oer  person  per  year  to  ?92,     The  experts 
f ig^^red  tha.t  Americans  \-ieTe  eating  so  many  eggs  because  they  couldn' t  vet 
enough  meat. 
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From  New  York  Herald  Trlh^me ^  E^^-f^^^j^^/f 


iThich  these  items  are  taken  are  on 
■ene  Harrison  at  603I;.) 


U.S.  BRITAIN  ACT  ON  ZONAL  STRIKES:  COLLECTIONS  PRO?^  FARFS  STEPPED 

UP  BY  'FLYENG  SQUADS'  OF  INSPECTORS-Berlin-The  military  governors  of  the  American 
and  British  occupation  zones  in  GermanT''  today  urged  Germans  not  to  engage  in 
strikes  or  demonstrations  in  protest  against  the  food  crisis. 

"It  is  useless  and  childish  for  those  who  claim  to  lead/organize  the 
people  to  lay  the  blame  for  current  privations  on  Allied  shoulders,"  declared 
a  joint  statement  by  General  Lucius  D»  Clay  and  Air  Marshal  Sir  Sholto  Douglas, 
"They  should  realize  that  any  such  gestures  as  the  relinquishment  of  their  func"-! 
tions  or  the  organization  of  mass  demonstrations,  particularly  in  vrorking  hours, 
cannot  have  the  slightest  influence  on  imports  of  food," 


U,S.  ZONE  BANS  CIGM^ETTES  AT  BAFlTER  WiRKET:  TKEY  WLL  NOT  BE  ACCEPTED  IN 
TPlADE- Frankfurt  Ml  Main-Th.e  United  States    Army  struck  another  blow  at  the 
"cigarette  economy"  in  occupied  Germany  today  by  announcing  that  no  cigarettes 
mil  be  accepted  in  trade  at  /jrmy  sponsored  barter  markets  after  June  1.  The 
order  follovred  by  twenty  four  hours  a  TJar  Department  ban  on  private  importation 
of  cigarettes  into  iimerican  occupied  irermany  after  next  ii/ionaay. 


POTATO  DESTRUCTION  ASSAILED  IN  PiQUSE:  SURPLUS  DlSPOSiiL  ATTACKED,  NEEDS 
OF^HUFGRY  CITED-rashington-Representativo  J,  Caleb  Boggs,  Republican,  of  Delarare 
said  today  that  the  government  is  destro3d.ng  potatoes  as  "surolus"  Tiien  a  retail 
price  of  "nearly  $6  a  bushel"  makes  it  difficult  for  "low  income  people"  to 
buy  them, 

"This  whole  business  makes  my  blood  boil,"  Representative  Bargs  told 
the  House,  as  he  waved  Uvo  exhibits:  1,    A  news  picture  from  Folev,  Ala., shoeing 
kerosene. being  poured  over  fifty  tons  of  Alabama  groT.;n  potatoes  because  of  a 
glutted  market, 

2.    A  grocery  stores  receipt  m.ade  out  to  Representative  Boggs  showing 
he  had  recently  purchased  ten  pounds  of  v^rhdte  potatoes  for  97  cents. 

Representative  Boggs  said  that  the  /dministration  "is  spending  the 
taxpayers'  money  to  destroy  the  food  ^.rhich  hungry  peoples  need  and  which  many 
low  income  people  in  our  ovm  country  are  having  great  difficulty  in  buying." 

U.S    EXPORTS  SKO^'7  15^  RISE  IN  MRCH:  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  PARTS  OF  FGRLD 
REPORTED  p-Uashington-Increased  shipments  to  all  parts  of  the  world  marked  the 
15  percent  rise  in  March  exports  to  a  total  of  $1,327,300,000  the  Com^nerce 
Department  reported  today. 
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Yrom  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  May  21  - 

...  ASK  PACKERS  FOR  15-CEIIT  RISS-Chicago-The  Cori.j^ress  of  Industrie.^  Orgar... 
tions  United  ■^aclcLngho-use  Workers  today  notified  six  lea.ding  meat  packerv 
reopening  of  contracts  with  the  aim  of  obtaining  a  15  cents  an  hour  v^age 
increase  for  80 ,,000  workers  c 


From  I'J.Y.  Journal  of  Coramerce,  May  21  - 

SUGAR  CONTROL  END  SOUGHT  IN  SENATE:  SENATORS  INTRODUCE  BILL  TO  DISCONTIN.' 
RAITOOTNG  IlMEDIATELMiashington-Senators  i^^cCarthy  (Rep.  m.s,)  and  Bricker 
(Sep,  Ohio)  today  introduced  legislation  to  end  surar  isationing  immediately, 

"I  am  confident  Congress  v/ill  pass  this,"  McCarthy'-  told  reporters, 
"There  is  already  such  a  surplus  of  sugar  that  it  is  nov;-  backing  up  in  Tarehouses 

McCarthy  said  he  v;ill  ask  the  Senate  Banking  Committee  for  an  immediate 

hearing, . 


CAMMED  FOOD  SHPIJENTS-March  shoiired  a  continued  dovmirr^nd  in  canned  food 
shipments,  the  Census  Bureau  reports.    On  a  per  diem  basis,  they  were  dovm  14- 
percent  from  February  and  vi"  percent  below  the  1944-4-5  average,  Cum.ulative 
shipments  from  Jan,  1  were  20  percent  beloxv  last  year.    Production,  while  up 
for  the  month,  is  running  bejiind  a  year  ago  also. 


GR/'iIN  ADVANCE-^Tlieat  and  corn  futures  register  advances  oi  5  cents  or 
more  per  busnel  with  a  broad  volurr.e  of  bujrlng  and  short  covering  influenced  by 

absence  of  May  contract  tender,  export  needs,  and  rust  talk  from  the  Southwest. 
Bullish  sentiment  is  furthered  by  reports  of  Government  grain  and  flour  purchases 
mill  buying  of  wheat  against  flour  exr)ort  sales,  and  further  unY;-anted  p-rains  over 
considerable  portions  of  the  grain  belt. 


CONSUI.;IERS  CIILDED  ON  PRICE  DEt;L\^roS~.Pittsburgh-De spite  real  earnings  that 
are  50  percent  higher  than  those  in  the  mid  twenties,  consumers  expect  sharply 
lowered  prices.    Martin  Gainesbrugh,  chief  economist  of  the  National  Industrial 
Conference  Board,  today  told  the  Midwestern  spring  conference  at  the  Controllers 
Institute  of  /imerica. 

Various  local  experiments  made  by  retailers  disclose  that  shoppers 
expect  cuts  ranging  as  deep  as  25  to  30  percent,  ho- said. 

"Although  consumers  recognize  in  many  instances  that  the  prices  of 
their  labor  services  to  tJrie  economy  have  gone  up,  they  still  compare  the  cost 

of  today's  car  with  that  of  1941,  or  of  today's  shdrt  at  |3.95  vrith  its  counter- 
part of  $lo60  prewar",  he  said, 

"Yet  few  consumers  iTuld  be  mlling  to  accept  their  income  status  of 
1939  as  desirablej  few  distributors  or  manufacturers  vrould  prefer  the  business 
environment  of  1939  to  that  of  today," 
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rom  La  Crosse  (Wis.)  TrilDune,  Hay  12  - 

SCHOOL  PUPILS  STUDY  EROSIOiJ;  VISIT  COUITTI  lAmiS  ¥ITH  SOILS  EXPI^.TS  -  A 
large  nxmber  of  the  upper  grade  pupils  of  the  La  Crosse  county  rural  schools 
and  their  teachers  took  advantage  of  studying  soil  conservation  in  the  field 
the  past  week.    Arrangements  had  heen  made  through  the  cooperation  of  the 
county  soil  conservation  service^  county  extension  office  and  the  county 
superintendent  of  schools  for  these  grades  to  meet  at  one  of  five  places  fo' 
"on  the  field  instruction," 


Prom  Springfield  (i%ss,)  Union,  Ha,y  15  - 

MORS  3UQAIL  -  Editorial  -  Pirst  reper ctission  from  Washington  from  the 
"better  sugar  outlook  was  to  validate  the  second  sugar  stamp  Spare  No,  12 
good  for  10  pounds,  on  June  1  instead  of  July  1  as  originally  scheduled 
idea  is  to  deplete  v/arehouse  supplies  in  readiness  for  future  crops  wh^ 
box  cars  arc  still  availatdc. 

Moreover,  third-quarter  allotments  for  industrial  sugar  wore  adva 
from  June  10  to  June  1,    ITaturally,  there  arc  demands  in  Congress  for  an 
end  to  all  sugar  controls,  scheduled  to  expire  Oct,  31  in  any  event.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  spokesmen  ■believe,  hov;evcr,  that  despite  "better 
prospects  from  the  Cu"ban  crop,  it  would  "bo  v/ise  to  v/ait  another  month  to  see 
what  effect  rains  may  have  on  the  world, yield. 

Congress  will  "be  in  position  to  evaluate  the  prospective  supply  situation 
for  1948  and  decide  what  further  action  may  "be  necessarj"-.     It  wants  to  avoid 
a  speculative  orgy  that  will  raise  prices  and  snatch  sugar  off  our  dinner 
ta"bles,    ^i^e  should  like  to  sbo  controls  removed  if  that  is  possi"blo,  "but 
there  are  many  factors  involved. 

Prom  Waterloo  (Iowa)  Courier,  May  11  - 

PABGHS  GliTTIiTC-  PJCH  OIT  SU:.SIDISS?  -  Editorial  -  Sen.  Milton  S,  ^oung 
of  l^orth  Dakota  said  last  week  that,   "I  have  "been  greatly  concerned  and 
alarmed  at  all  the  adverse  publicity  e-griculture  he.s  been  receiving  in  the 
past  months,  ,  ,    Through  this  publicity,  the  consumer  is  led  to  believe 
that  our  gpvcrment  is  using  the  United  States  'treasury,  in  a  big  v/ay,  to 
raise  farm  prices,  at  a  time  when  a  drive  is  being  made  to  reduce  industrial 
prices,  ,  *" 

The  farmer,  ccrtainljr,  is  prosperous  today  and  has  received  as  much  of 
an  increase  in  his  annual  net  income  as  other  groups  in  the  population.  He 
is  receiving,  his  share  of  the  increased  cost  of  food  along  with  others  v/ho 
handle  his  product_ on  the  way  to  the  consumer.    But  these  high  prices  are 
not  of  his  choosing,  p.s  the  support  level  proves,  pjid  they  are  largely 
beyond  his  control.    It  woTild  be  extremely  unfortunate  for  farmers  and  the 
nation  as  a  v/holc  if  these  food  prices  caused  the  general  public  to  oppose 
long-range  governmental  farm  programs  out  of  a  mistaken  notion  that  they  a.re 
the  cause  of  this  current  inflation. 
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From  Philr.dclphia  (Pa.)  Bulletin,  May  16  - 

•    ■SQUITD  CROP  IITSUilAITCS  -  Sclitorial  -  Efforts  to  v;ork  out  a  practical 
schcEiG  for  insuring  farm  crops  are  "being  revived^  after  failure  of  the  system 
in  effect  for  nearly  ten  years.     Cost  to  date  has  been  alDout  $110,000,000, 

In  an  effort  to  cat  down  losses,  the  Eouso  Agriculture  Committee  has 
decided  tha,t  ^he  1948  program  should  "be  limited  to  Cicpcrimcnts  devoted  to 
finding  a  plan  financially  sound  and  at  the  same  time  attractive  to  farmer s» 

'-'•'he  ideal  arrangement  would  "be  one  that  v/ould  attract  private  insurance 
companies  with  rates  th^-t  farmers  could  afford  to  pay.     So  far  nothing  of 
the  sort  ha.s  iDeen  devisods 

Ivep.thcr  and  pest  haza,rds  make  crop  growing  a  grcc-ter  gamble  than  in- 
surance companies  v/ant  to  take  at  law  premium  rates,    The  House  Committee 
aas  in  mind  cs-cpcrimcntation  that  v;ould  allov;  private  companies  to  underv;rito 
)art  of  the  prOi'jrara,  v/ith  government  reinsurance  to  guard  them  against 
:cessivc  losseso 

•Crop  insurance  is  a  sort  of  Utopian  idea,  and  is  a  broad  field  for 
rthcr  experiment,  particularly  in  viev/  of  experiences  with  one  version  of 
during  nearly  a  decade. 


Prom  Minneapolis  (Hlnn.)  Tribune,  May  13  ~ 

RISIITC-  lAlTD  7ALU3S  -  Editorial  -  As  the  nation's  farmer become  av;are 
o"^  the  fact  that  the  years  of  good  prices  for  their  farm  products  mB,-j  be 
numbered,  there  is  grov/ing  concern  over  the  sharp  increases  in  the  value 
of  farm  l?.nd« 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  t'-at  farm  land  prices  went  up 
another  13  per  cent  in  the  year  ended  March  1,  bringing  the  average  ms-rket 
values  for  such  land  to  a  point  93  per  cent  above  the  1935-39  average. 

Average  farm  land  values  for  the  Unites  States  as  a  whole  now  a.re  only 
6  per  cent  bclox-/  the  pcnk  of  1920,     In  34  states,  fp.rn  land  V7as_  selling 
r,t  more  than  1920  level  last  year. 

There  arc  many  reasons  for  the  increased  ]prices,  of  c'^urse.    Big  city 
incomes  have  been  responsible  for  some  of  the  increase.    High  farm  product, 
prices  have  contributed,  both  through  the  ability  of  farmers  to  buy  and 
through  the  needs  of  mo.ny  for  additional  land.    And  easy  credit  in  recent 
years  has  hr.d  some  effect,  too,  .     •  , 

The  national  situation  is  not  good.    Some  of  the  sharpest  increases 
in  land  values  have  occurred  in  sto.te.s  where  the  land  does  not  Justify  the 
present  hi.;;h  level  of  -prices. 

It'  is  si-j'nif icant  that  farmers  in  the  Upper  Midwest,  who  v/crc  bxirned 
badly  in  the  collr-pse  of  land  values  in.'! 921  and  succeeding  years,  have  not 
been  taken  in  this  time.     True,  Land  valacs  in  this  region    have  gone  up, 
too.     But  it  v/as  in  this  area  that  land  vpjucs  dropped  most,  sharply.  There 
is  some  justification  for  the  rise,  therefore,  because  it  means  that  land 
values  nov;  are  closer  to  true  worth. 
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Fron  New  York    Journal  of  Commerce,  May  1  - 

FOOD  J0BI3ERS  TRIM  PRICES  HI  BID  FDR  VOLmffi-Moving  to  meet  the  competitive 
challenge  of  mass  distribution,  wholesale  grocers  in  many  parts  of  the  coimtry 
are  discarding  former  OPA  mark-up  levels  and  returning  to  prewar  competitive 
pricing  policies. 

Reports  in  industry  circles  indicate  that  wholesale  grocers,  under  increasing 
pressure  from  their  retailer  customers,  and  stDjTiUlated  by  favorable  consumer  reactic 
to  chain  price  cuts,  are  reexaming  pricing  policies  Ydth  a  view  to  protectirig  the 
position  of  independent  food  r  etailers . 

The  effect  of  this  change  in  profit  margins  at  the  vrfiolesale  level,  it  was 
said  in  informed  trade  quarters,  would  oe  a  lower  unit  profit.    This  will  be 
offset  to  var3d.ng  degrees  by  improved  volume,  ana  is  preierable  to  a  continued 
"stand  pat"  policy  which  would  impair  consuiaer  goodmll  and  might  lead  to  later 
disastrous  inventory  losses,  it  was  explained. 

DRESS  HOUSE  TO  SELL  ITS  MLL  LUTE  AT  COST-St.  Louis-Oarl  Glaser,  St.  Louis 
dress  manuiacturer,  said  today  that  h:^.s  concern,  as  its  contribution  in  the  fight 
to -hold  down  consumer  prices,  wuld  sell  its  entire  new  fall  line  to  rei;pilers  at 

C  OS  T/ « 

said  2,000  retail  stores  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  ^Wii 
mil  handle  his  product.  ^  ci,  d.j.± 


Chamb  r  oS^™f?^I^    ™  ''''  DRIVE-Tashington-The  United  States  ' 

Cnamber  ox  ComiTierce  was  i^rned  today  that  the  A.dministration' s  campaign  fo-  lower 
prices  carries  the  danger  of  bringing  about  the  recession  it  soeks^tr^vo^d . 
r^.^J^''S^^''f'^  T/arning  was  voiced  by  the  chairman  of  the  chamber's  Domestic 
Distribution  Committee,  miliam.  S.  Street,  at  the  day's  session  of  the  annual 

..h.i  t''';  Street  told  the  delegates  that  the  President's  appeal  m.i.rht  result  in 
wholesale  cancellation  of  commitments  bv  business  and  consumers. 


kr.  TraT..an  had  reney.-ed  his  pleas  yesterday  in  a  message  delivered  8t  the 
chamoer  s  opening  session,  and  the  chamber  nad  replied  in  the  afternoon  -rtth  a 
conditional  resolution  tying  price  cuts  to'  lo<-er  costs. 

Mr.  Street  pointed  out  tiiat  ,*ile  tiie  spotlijjht  was  on  business    responsibi  M  t- 
for  averting  a  recession  uust  be  shared  by  Geverr«ent,  labor  and  XsrioStoe!  - 


and  ^si     !  trr  ^-^-^ 
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From  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Comnerce,  May  1  - 

WANT  SUGi-^-R  MOVED-To  relieve  the  glut  of  sugar  at  refineries  a,nd  among  ^ 
importers  of  Cuban  refined,  recommendations  have  been  made  to  the  Der)ar tm t  of  ^ 
Agriculture  to  issue  another  sugar  stamp  to  consumers  for  immediate  use  and  make 
available  another  20  percent  to  industrial  users  for  this  quarter.  Some 
observers  believe  also  that  a  shut  off  date  on  present  industrial  certificate 
should  be  announced  to  expedite  use  of  ration  bank 'evidence ,  some  of  yrhich  is 
being  held  possibly  for  speculative  use  in  a  free  market,  it  is  believed  * 


NUTRITION  RESEARCH  ADVANCES  LAUDED-Chicago-An  increased  degree  of -insurance 
of  health  for  the  citizen,  progress  in  agricultioral  science  'in  producing  rav;  food 
materials  and  the  production  of  better  foods  by  the  food  industry  have  all  been 
advanced  through  research  in  the  science  of  nutrition  sponsored  by  the  Nutrition 
Foundatj.on,  George  A.  Sloan,  president,  stated  here  today  at  a  meeting  I'hich 
marked, the  beginning  of  the  second  five  year  cycle  of  the  foundation. 

A  five  3^ear  report  of  the  vrork  of  the  foundation,  prepared  by  Dr.  Charles 
Glen  King,  scientific  director  of  the  foundation,  \7as  made  public. 


RICE  TO  APPE;-L  ENDING  IN  RYE  CO^l^iEK  G.^^DE-Cuici.  go-Dam  el  F.  Rice  &.  Co, 
yesterdaj^  issued  the  folloTri.ng  statement: 

The  findings  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  against  Daniel  F,  Face  and 
Daniel  F,  Rice  &.  Co,  Trill  be  carried  to  the  Circ^^it  Court  of  Appeals  and  a 
request  filed  for  a  stay  of  the  Government  action.    This  v.n  n  dels-j  any  action  for 
many  riionths,  and  T;e  are  confident  that  the  final  outcom.e  vill  shoi"  the  charges 
and  findings  of  the  Government  to  be  unY^^arranted  and  unjustified. 


Trom  11, Y'  Herald    Tribune,  Ma^r  l  _ 

2  MORE  TOrNS  IN  EAST  TO  TEST  10^  RETAIL  CUTS-Thc  fight  against  inflation  res 
joined  yesterday  by  two  Eastern  communities  viith  20,000  inhabitants  each.  Ansonia, 
Conn,,  yd.ll  try  out  for  ton  days,  beginning  today,  the  Nevfburjqiort  plan  of  a  10 
percent  across  the  board  retail  price  slash,    Gardner,  Mass.,  said  it  vould  try 
the  plan  for  eight  days  beginning  tomorrow. 

The  NeT/buryport  plan  found  a  backer  on  Nevr  York's  Fifth  Avenue  yesterday, 
Plummer,  Ltd,^  of  734-  Fifth  Avenue,  retailer  of  china  and  glassware,  annomced  that 
it  would  reduce  all  prices  10  percent.    The  store  said  the  periTi.anence  of  the 
reduction  would  depend  upon  manufacturers  making  a  similar  mov  e. 
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From  Denver  (Colo.)  Post,  Apr,  26  -  .    •    ,,  ■ 

imSTiBLS  ZASii  PRICSS  Zu^D  -  Farmers  face  a  more  uncertain  price  future 
than  at  any  time  since  the  depression  thirties,  lee  Pritchard,  master-  of  the 
Colorado  State  G-rrjigo,  said  in  Eenver  Wednesday  on  his  rettirn  from  ¥ashineton 
D,  C, ,  v/hore  he  attandod.  the  spring  meeting  of  the  National  Grange  executive 
committee, 

Pritchard  discussed  the  situation  v;ith  President  Truman,  "but  said  the  chief 
executive's  renaxks  v/ere  "off  the  record." 

"Evcr;n;hcrc,  "  Pritchard  said,   "I  found  apprehension  that  price  trauhlcs 
lie  ahead'  of  us.    Some  think  that  the  greatest  danger  lies  in  the  threat  of. 
inflation,  while:  others  look  for  a  depression,'^  '. ' 

Most  Wasiiington  officials,  Pritchard  said  hclicvc  that  organized  lahor' s 
insistent  demand  for  higher  wages,  hacked  "by  threats  of  na'tionwide  strikes, 
may  force'  still- higher  prices  for  a  time, 

"Bu.t,  "  he  sodd,   "the  higher  wages,  prices  and  costs  go  now  the  more. .cer- 
tain we' are  to  run  hcadon  into  a  depression  that  would  aga,in  force  millions- 
of  workers  out  of  johs," 

He  hclievos  farm  prices  have  Just  ahout  reached  their  peak,  and  may  even 
"be  weakening  hccausc  high  costs  of  manufactured  goods  are  taking  more  and  more 
of  the  consumer' s  pry  check,  ■  .  ■ 


Prom  Halcigh  (1T,C,)  ITews  and  Observer,  Apr.  26  - 

COOLS!  CHI TICAL  OP  TOBACCO  JOB  -  Washington  ~  Rep,  Harold  D,  Coolcy  (D-iT,C.) 
meiriher  of  the  House  Agricultural  Committee,  charged  today  that  the  Agriculture 
Department  aM  the  State  Department  had  done  a  poor  joh  of  keeping  Americaji 
tohexco  authorities  informed  of  the  United  Kingdom's  plans  to  cut  down  on  its 
tohacco  intports  from  the  United  States, 

He  particularly  hlamed  the  Agriculture  Department's  office  of  foreign 
agricultural  relations  and  the  State  Department's  economic  observers  in  Bngla-nd, 

Prom  Chicago  Sun,  Apr,^  25  - 

POLICY  POB  AORICULTUTIS  TIED  TO  SOCIAL  STABILITY  URGSD  -  Advocating  the  ' 
formation  of  a  national  policy  for  a-griculture,  Congressman  Clifford  R,  Hope,  ■, 
(Rep,,  Kan.)  yesterday,  stated  that  only  th-ruugh  "a  sound  and  prosperous  agri-  : 
culture"  can  social  and  politicq.1  stability  be  maintained. 

Speaking  before  the  regular  meeting  of  the  ITatuonal  Industrial- Conference  ; 
Board  Hope  outlined  seven  points  which  such  a  program  should. embrace,  : 

1,    Abundant  and  uninterrupted  production,     2,    Assurances  'of  material' 
rewards  to_  farmers,    3,     Increased  a.ttention  to  nutrition,  4,    World  comodity. 
agreements  to  expand  exports,     5,  Stabilization  of  farm  prices,  6,'    Soil  conser~ 
vat  ion,     7,"  Improved  mral  housing  conditions,  ■ 

"Our' agricultural  economy  is  inextricably  tied  in  \\rith  our  general  economy," 
Hope  said,  adding  that  because,  of  its  dependence  on  foreign  trade  "it  will  be 
substantially  influenced  by  our  international  policy," 

He  said  "the  farmer  is  justified. in  asking  that  if  he  fulfills  his  obliga- 
tions to  the  nr.tion,  he  shall  be.  given  a  measure  of  protection- against  those 
shocks  resulting  in  depriving  him  not  only  of  his  livlihdod  but, 'in  mar^  cases, 
of  his  capital  investment  as  well.  He  is-  justified  also  in  asking  that  our 
national  policies  bo  esuchaa-s  to  malco  it  possible  for  those  engaged  in  this  most 
vital  industry  to  receive-  at  all  times  material  rewards  commensurate  vdth  those 
received  by  others  making  similar  or  eq.ual  contributions  to  the  national  economy.," 
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Iron  Dayton  (Ohio)  Hows,  Apr,  27  - 


HDI-IAIT  PA2ITY  —  Editorial  -  ITo  ccononi'C  forrmla  the  r^ovornncnt  has  ever  tried 
to  apply  has  caused  noire  difficulty  and  norc  politics  than  the  fornula  of 
"parity'^  for  fp.rn  prices.    Based  on  an  involved  conputation  of  the  relationship 
of  farm  incone  to  the  inconc  of  other  groups  in  1919,  parity  has  teen  a  factor 
in  every  farn  hill  the  Congress  has  passed  in  the  last  generation,' 

By  the  tine  the  price  support  program  expires  in  Decenher,  1948,  the 
governncnt  will  he  forced  to  consider  what  kind  of  parity,  policy  will  "best 
suit  periods  of  huth  prosperity  and  recession.    And  even  the  'Rcpuhlicans  on 
the  House  Agriculture  connittec  agree  that  Secretary  Anderson's  pr.a;^osal  of 
a  "floor  under  consunption"  looks  like  a  good  suhstitute  for  the  "floor  under 
prices^  \fQ  nov  have, 

¥e  ho.vc  never  had  over-production  on  agricultural  connodities  except  as 
it  affected  farn  prices  and  was  itself  affected  "by  our  tariff  policies, 

A  wise  farn  policy  would  ensure  hunan  parity  while  supporting  prices  for 
farn  product  s,_ 

Mr,  Anderson* s  proposal  would  require  the  governncnt* s  support  at  the 
consumer' s  end,  "by  neans  of  coupons  he  could  use  as  cp.sh  to  huy  his  food  in  a 
period  of  low  inconcs.     Such  a.  plon  would  correct  the  faulty  distribution 
which  has  helped  to  nake  for  over  production  on  the  farner' s  part. 

To  conplcte  the  safeguards  of  the  farner' s  prices,  we  should  require 
greater  and  greater  extension  of  our  reciprocal  trade  policies,  as  the  secro— 
tary  of  agriculture  also  ohservcs.     If  we  go  hack  to  high  tariffs  on  our 
industrial  iiiports  and- the  £i-rner' s  narket  ahroad  is  cut  off,  even  the  guararv- 
tocd  Arier.ica.n  consui-iption  could  not  support  farn  prices  at  the  level  Mr* 
Anderson  advocates, 

Fron  Los  Angeles  Tines,  Apr,  23  ->  ■ 

MI^,  TRUIIAII  i\lTD  PRICES  AGAIU  -  Editorial  -  In  his  speech  to  the  Associated 
Press  luncheon  in  ITew  York  President  Trunan  again  indulged  in  the  truths,  the 
half  truths  and  the  whole  fallacies  of  Now  Deal  economics. 

He  v/as  right  in  saying  that  prices  should  cone  down  wherever  possihle, 
right  in  declaring  that  there  is  a  dangerous  inflationary  trend,  right  in 
calling  for  full  production  as  our  hest  rcnedy  g-gainst  inflation.    He  was 
wrong  in  attCLrpting  to  lay  nost  of  the  hlane  on  "business  —  as  he  did  In  part 
hy  using  average  increases  in  profits  since  1945, 

He  was  wrong  in  not  confessing  the  governncnt' s  part  in  inflation,  and 
his  attempt  to  alihi  government  responsibility  for  high  food  prices  is  as 
leaky  as  a  sieve,  .  . 

It  is  not  true  .tloat  governncnt  support  prices  have  not  helped  to  put  food 
up.    They  have,.    It  is  true  that  v/her.t  is  currentiy  soiling  around  $2.50  a 
hushel  and  has  "been  higher,  whereas  the  support  price  is  $1,82,    But  when  the 
wheat  raiser  is  ena,hlcd,   through  governncnt  guarantee,  to  horrow  up  to  90 
per  cent  of  the  support  price,  or  approxinatcly  $1,64  a  "bushel,  he  can  hold 
his  wheat  instead  of  marketing  it  and  ganhle  on  getting  more  than  the 
■additional  noncy  the  present  narket  affords,  without  nuch  risk. 

That  this  creates  an  artificial  scarcity  which  "boosts- prices  ought  to  he 
plain  even  to  h'r,  Triinan, 
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Froa  Nevr  York    Journal  of  Commerce,  May  1  - 

FOOD  JOBBERS  TRIM  PRICES  III  BID  K)R  VOLTSE-Moving  to  meet  the  competitive  - 
challenge  of  mass  distribution,  wholesale  grocers  in  many  parts  of,  ohe  counbrj^ 
are  discarding  former  OPA  mark-up  levels  and  returning  to  prewar  competitive 

^'^^'"^RLo?tf'i^' Industry  circles  indicatp  that  wholesale  grocers    under  increasing^ 
pressure  from  their  retailer  customers,  and  stmulated  by  favorable  consmier  react, 
to  chain  price  cuts,  are  reexa^ning  pricing  policies  with  a  view  r.o  prooecting  tne 
position  of  independent  food  retailers.  '    .      ^    ^  ..  ^ 

The  effect  of  this  change  in  profit  margins  at  the  TJholesale  level,  lu  ^;cib 
said  in  informed  trade  quarters,  vrauld  oe  a  lower  unit  prolit.    Inis  wiiloe  ^ 
offset  to  varying  degrees  by  improved  volume,  ana  is  orexerable  uo  a  conxiuuea 
♦•stand  pat"  policy  which  would  impair  consumer  goodwill  and  might  lead  to  later 
disastrous  inventory  losses,  it  was  explained. 


DRESS  HOUSE  TO  SELL  ITS  Ei\LL  LE'IE  AT  COST-St.  Louis-Carl  Glaser,  St.  Louis 
dress  manufacturer,  said  today  that  his  concern,  as  its  contribution  in  the  fight 
to  hold  dovm  consmer  prices,  would  sell  its  entire  new  fall  line  to  retpilers  at 
cost. 

He.  said  2,000  retail  stores  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  -Hawaii 
Vvdll  handle  his  product. 


RECESSION  PERIL  SEEN  III  TRUMAF  PRICE  DRIVE-vfeshin;rton-The  United  States 
Chamber  of  Commerce  was  Y..arned  today  that  the  Administration's  cam.paign  for  lower 
prices  carries  the  danger  of  bringing  about  the  recession  it  seeks  to  avoid. 

The  guarded  warning  vra.s  voiced  by  the  chairman  of  the  chamber's  Domestic 
Distribution  Committee,  'nfi.lliaFi  S,  Street,  at  the  day's  session  of  the  annual- 
meeting, 

Mr,  Street  told  the  delegates  that  the  President's  appeal  m.i;ht  result  in 
wholesale  cancellation  of  coimrdtments  b-;  business  and  consumers, 

Mr,  Truman  had  renewed  his  pleas  yesterday  in  a  message  delivered  at  the 
chamber's  opening  session,  and  the  chamber  nad  replied  in  the  afternoon  v.dth  a 
conditional  resolution  tying  price  cuts  to  lo"V'er  costs, 

Mr,  Street  pointed  out  that  while  the  spotlight  was  on  business,  responsibility 
for  averting      recession  must  be  shared  by  Goverwaent,  labor  and  a^^riculture. 


MIZSD  OUTLOOK  OK  EGGS-lTnile  poultry  and  egg  prices  are  at  record  levels 
and  will  remain  generally  unchan,?£d  through  June,  prospects  later  tMs  year  are 
mixed,  according  to  BAE,    V^aile  supplies  are  licrhter,  a  business  recession  Tould 
bring  a  sharp  curtailnent  of  demand,  in  addition  to  that  fostered  by  larger 
supplies  of  meats  at  lower  prices, 
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Rrom  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Comnerce,  May  1  - 

SUGi-^-R  MOVIID-To  relieve  the  glut  of  sugar  at  refineri-es  and  among 
importers  of  Cuban  refined,  recomjnendations  have  been  made  to  the  Departmcn  t  of 
Agriculture  to  issue  another  sugar  stam.p  to  consumors  for  iriinediato  use  and  make 
available  another  20  percent  to  industrial  users  for  this  quarter.  Some 
observers  believe  also  that  a  shut  off  da.te  on  present  industrial  certificate 
should  be  announced  to  expedite  use  of  ration  bank  evidence,  some  of  T-mich  is 
being  held  possibly  for  speculative  use  in  a  free  market,  it  is  believed. 


NUTRITION  RESEARCH  ADVANCES  TJlUDED-Chicr-go-An  increased  degree  of  insurance 
of  health  for  the  citizen,  progress  in  agricultural  science  'in  producing  rav-  food 
materials  and  the  production  of  better  foods  by  the  food  industry  have  all  been 
advanced  through  research  in  the  science  of  nutrition  sponsoi'cd  by  the  Nutrition 
Foundation,  George  A.  Sloan,  president,  stated  here  today  at  a  m.eeting  Tiiich 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  second  five  yet.r  cycle  of  the  foundation. 

A  five  year  report  of  the  vrork  of  the  foundation,  prepared  by  Dr.  Charles 
Glen  King,  scientific  director  of  thj2  foundation,  was  made  public. 


RICE  TO  APPEAL  FINDING  IN  RIE  CCiNiEH  0ii.>:3E-Cuici.  go-Dam  el  F.  itice  k  Go. 
yesterday  issued  the  follovdng  statement: 

The  findings  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  against  Daniel  F.  Fice  and 
Daniel  F.  Rice  &  Co.  vdll  be  carrriod  to  the  Circ^'it  Court  of  Appeals  and  a 
request  filed  for  a  stay  of  the  (loverrim.ent  action.    This  rill  dela.y  any  action  for 
many  r;ionths,  and  I're  are  confident  that  the  final  outcom.e  vail  shoY^  th.e  charges 
and  findings  of  the  Government  to  be  unwarranted  and  unjustified. 


Ftom  N,Y'  Herald    Tribune,  May  1  - 

2  MORE  TOr:NS  IN  EAST  TO  TEST  10%  RETAIL  CUTS-The  fight  against  inflation  vps 
joined  yesterday  by  two  Eastern  communities  mth  20,000  inhabitants  each,  Ansonia, 
Conn,,  Vvdll  try  out  for  ten  days,  beginning  today,  the  Nev/bur^T^ort  plan  of  a  10 
percent  across  the  board  retail  price  slash,    Gardner,  Mass.,  said  it  v/ould  try 
the  plan  for  eight  days  beginning  tomorrow. 

The  Neviburyport  plan  found  a  backer  on  Nerr  York's  Fifth  Avenue  yesterday, 
Plumm.er,  Ltd,^  of  734  Fifth  Avenue,  retailer  of  china  and  glassware,  announced  that 
it  would  reduce  all  prices  10  percent.    The  store  said  the  perm.anence  of  the 
reduction  would  depend  upon  manufacturers  m.aking  a  similar  miO'.  e. 
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From  Denver  (Colo.)  Post,  Apr,  26  -         .    '  , 

UNSTABLE  TABii  PRICES  KiAKSD  -  Farmers  face  a  more  uncertain  price  future 
than  at  any  time  since  the  depression  thirties,  Lee  Pritchard,  master  of  the 
|i         Colorado  State  Graiigo,  said  in  Denver  Wednesday  on  his  return  f rom.  ¥ashington 
D.  C,,  v/here  he  attianded  the  spring  meeting  of  the  National  Grange  executive 
commit tee» 

Pritchard  discussed  the  situation  v;ith  President  ^Truman,  "but  said  the  chief 
executive*  s '  remarks  x^ere  "off  the  record, 

"Evcr^a/horc,  "  Pritchard  said,   "I  found  apprehension  that  price  trauhles 
lie  ahead'  of  us.    Some  think'  that  the  greatest  danger  lies  in  the  threat  of 
inflation,  while  others  look  for  a  depression, ^ 

Most  Washiington  officials,  Pritchard  sa,id  "believe  that  organized  lahor*  s 
insistent  demand  for  higher  wages,  hacked  hy  tlireats  of  np.tionwide  strikes, 
may  force' still  higher  prices  for  a  time,      •  . 

"But,"  he  said,   "the  higher  wages,  prices  a-nd  costs  go  now- the  more  cer- 
tain we  arc  to  run  hcadon  into  a  depression  that  would  aga,in  force  millions 
of  workers  out  of  johs,  " 

He  helicvcs  farm  prices  have  just  ahout  reached  their  peak,  and  may  even 
"be  weakening  "because  high  costs  of  manufactured  goods  are  taking  -more  and  more 
of  the  consumer's  pay  check. 

Prom  Raleigh  (H,C,)  News  and  Ohservcr,  Apr,  26  - 

.  C00L3Y  CRITICAL  OP  TOBACCO  JOB-  -  Washington  -  Rep,  Harold  D.  Coolcy  (D-1T,C,) 
mcmher  of  the  House  Agricult^aral  Committee,  charged  today  th-at  the  Agriculture 
Department  aM  the  State  Department  had  done  a  poor  Joh  of  keeping  AmericaJi 
tohacco  authorities  informed  of  the  United  Kingdom's  plans  to  cut  down  on  its 
tobacco  iniports  from  the  United  States, 

He  particularly  hlamed  the  Agriculture  Department's  office  of  foreign 
agricultural  relations  and  the  State  Department's  economic  ohservers  in  England, 

Prom  Chicago  Sun,  Apr,  25  -  .     '  ' 

POLICY  POR  AGRICULTURE  TIED  TO  SOCIAL  STABILITY  URGED  -  Advocating  the 
forma.tion  of  a  national  .policy  for  agriculture,  Congressman  Clifford  R,  Hope, 
(Rep,,  K!an, )  ydstorday  stated  tha.t  only  through  "a  sound  and  prosperous  agri- 
culture" ca.n  social  a-nd' political  stability  he  maintained. 

Speaking  before  the  regular  meeting  of  the  ITatuonal  Industrial  Conference 
Board  Hope  outlined  seven  points  which  such  a, program  should  embrace, 

1,    Abundant  ajid  uninterrupted  production,    2,    Assurances  of  ma.terial 
rewards  to_ farmers,    3,    Incrdascd' attention  to  nutrition,  4,    World  commodity 
agreements  to  expand  exports,    5.  Stabilization  of  farm  prices,  6.    Soil  conser- 
vation,   7,  Iniprovcd  rural  housing  conditions, 

"Our  agricultural  economy  is  inextricably  tied  in  with  our' general  economy," 
Hope  sa.id,  adding  thaft  because  of  its  dependence  on  foreign  trade  "it  will  be 
substantially  influenced  by  our  international  policy," 

He  said  "the  farmer  is  justified  in  asking  that  if  he  fulfills  his  obliga- 
tions to  the  nation,  he  shall  be  given  a' measure  of  protection  ag^iinst  those 
shocks  resulting  in  depriving  him  not  only  of  his  livlihood  but,  in  rnajiy  cases, 
of  his  capital  investment  as  well*  He  is  justified  also  in  asking  that  our 
national  policies  bo  suchaas  to  make  it  possible  for  those  engaged  in  this  most 
vital  industry  to  receive  at  all  times  material  rev/ards  commensurate  with  those 
received  by  others  making  similar  or  e^ual  contributions  to  the  national  economy," 
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Iron  Dayton  (Ohio)  Hov/s,  Apr.  27  - 


,  HUl-IiU.T  PA2ITY.  -  Editorial  -  No  ccononic  forr.mla  the  govcr.nnont ; has  over  triod 
to  9.pply  has  caused  nioro-  difficulty  and  norc  politics  than  the  fornula  of 
"p?rity"  -for  farn  prices.    Based  on  an  involved  coriputation  of  the  relationship 
of  farn  inconc  to  the  inconc  of  other  groups  in  1919,  parity  has  "been  a _  factor 
in  every  farn  hill  the  Congress  has  passed  in  the  last  generation. 

By  the  tine  the  price  supper b  progran  expires  in  Deccnher,  1948,  the- 
government  will  he  forced  to  consider  what  kind  of  parity  policy  will  hest 
suit  periods  of  huth  prosperity  and  recession.    And  even  the  Rcpuhlicans  on 
the  House  Agricultiirc  conr.uttec  agree  that  Secretary  Anderson*  s  pro;^osal  of 
a  "floor  under  consunption"  lookis  like  a  good  suhstitutc  for  the  "floor  under 
prices^  we  nov/  have. 

•    We  have  never  had  over-production  on  agricultural  comodities  except  as 
it  affected  farn  prices  and  was  itsel'f  affected  hy  our  tariff  policies, 

A  wise  farn  policy  would  ensure  huiaan  parity  while  supporting  prices  for 
farn  product s,_ 

Mr,  Anderson* s  proposal  would  require  the  govcrnncnt's  support  at  the 
consuncr' s  cnd^  hy  neans  of  coupons  he  could  use  as  cash  to  huy  his  food  in  a 
period  of  low  inconcs.     Such  a  ploji  xvould  correct  the  faulty  di strihution 
which  has  helped  to  nake  for  over  production  on  the  farmer's  part. 

To  complete  the  safeguards  of  the  farncr' s  prices,  v/e  should  require 
greater  and  greater  extension  of  our  reciprocal  trade  policies,  as  the  secre- 
tary of  agriculture  also  ohservcs.     If  we  go  hack  to  high  tariffs  on  our 
industrial  ir.xports  and  thc&rner's  market  ahro ad  is  cut  off,  even  the  guarai>- 
tecd  Anericp.n*  consumption  could  not  support  farn  prices  at  the  level  Mr, 
Anderson  advocates, 

Prom  Los  Angeles  Times, .Apr,  23  -  "      .  _ 

MI^  TRoI'LAlT  MiD  PHICSS  AGAIIT  -  Editorial  -  In  his  speech  to  the  Associated 
Press  luncheon  in  ITcw  York  President  Truman  again  indulged  in  the  truths,  the 
half  truths  and  the  whole  fallacies  of  Hew  Deal  economics. 

He  v/as  right  in  saying  that  prices  should  come  down  wherever  possible, 
right  in  declaring  that  there  is  a  dangerous  inflationary  trend,  right  in 
calling  for  full  iDroduction  as  our  hest  remedy  g.gainst  inflation.    He  was 
wr'ong  iri  attcr.rpting  to  ia.y  most  of  the  hlame  on  "business  — •  as  he  did  in  part 
hy  using  average  increases  in  profits  since  1945, 

He  was  v/rong  in  not  confessing  the  government' s  part  in  inflation,  and 
his  attenip't  to  alihi  government  rcsponsil3ility  for  high  food  prices  is  as  ' 
leaky  as  a'  sieve. 

It  is  not  true  that  governm'cnt  support  prices  have  not  helped  to  put  food 
up.    They  have,     I*t  is  true  that  wheat  is  currently  selling  around  $2.50  a 
hushel  and  has  h'een  higher,  whereas  the  support  price  is  $1,82,    But  v/hcn  the 
wheat  raiser  is  ena,hled,  through  government  guarantee,  to  horrow  up  to  90 
per.  cent  of  .the  support  price,  or  approximately  $1,64  a  "bushel,  he  can  hold 
his  wheat  instead  of  marketing  it  and  gamble  on  getting  more  than  the 
additional  money  the  present  market  affords, ^  without  much  risk. 

That  this  creates  an  artificial  scarcity  v/hich  boosts  prices  ought  to  be 
plain  even  to  iir,  Tru:".ian, 
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Frpm  U.cv;  lork  Times,  May  2  - 


.  ICii;  U.  S.  TOOL  ?EE  SlIiGS'  TRADE  TALKS;  AI^ERICAITS  IE  GEI^VA  ' HELPLESS  iTiTTIL 
TAX  ISSUE  IS  CLARIFIED      Ck^neya  -  Little  progress  on  the  negotiation-  of  ncv; 
trade  agreements  can  "be  made  at  the  Geneva  Trade  Conference  until  the  United 
States  position  on  its  v/ool  tariff  hecomes  clarified. 

The  issue  posed  "by  a  8ongressional  committee's  action  in  approving  a  ncv; 
50  per  cent  fee  on  the  import  of  v;ool  ha,s  assumed  an  importance  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  economic  importance  of  the  wool  trade  itself. 


SULLIVAxT  BLAIiSS  IITDUSTRY  FOR  PRICES  -  Washington  -  A  Democratic  National 
Committee  sta,tcment  that  President  Trioman    was  directing  a  concentre.ted 
puhlicity  campaign  through  Ca"binet  officers  "to  put  the  heat  on  hasix  manu- 
facturers a-s  the  real  culprits"  "behind  prices  "boomeranged  todpy  in  a  flood  of 
telephone  calls  to  the  Vftiite  House  and  committee  headquarters, 

The^  statement  was  contained  in  the  first  issue  of  Capital  Comment,  a  nev/s 
letter  sent  to  a.11  county  committeemen  "by  Gael  Sullivan,  Democratic  national 
director,  ' 

» 

COI-Q-IODITY  PRICES  AVBRAG3  ,3^o  DROP;  COTTOK,  EGGS,  ERUIT,  VEGETABLES  RISE  AS 
LiraSTOCK,  GRAIIJS,  BUTTER,   CHEESE  DGCLIHE  -  Washington  -  Declines  in  eight 
of.  ten  major  commodity  groups  lov/ored  average  primary  market  prices  1,3  per 
cent  during  the  week  ended  April  26,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  La"bor  Sta-tis- 
tics  of  the  Department  of  La"bor, 

The  Bureau's  index  of  commodity  prices  in  primcary  markets  dropped  to  146.8 
per  cent  of  the  1926  a,verage,  1,7  per  cent  "below  the  peak  of  late  1-Inrch  and 
33,9  per  cent  a"bove  a  year  earlier. 

Average  me.rkct' prices  of  fa,rm  products  rose  1,3  per  cent  d^aring  the  week, 
■The  decline  of  1,2  per  cent  in  the  group  index  for  foods  was  the  result 
of  lower  prices  for  most  types  of  foods  except  fresh  fruits  and  vegetaljles, 
Li"bcra.l  supplies  were  reflected  in  further  price  declines  for  "butter  and  cheese 

From  Ucw  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  Hay  2  - 

'BUTTER  SHORTAGE  IJEZT  PALL  IS  EOHSSEEII     Because  of'Trumr.n's  price-cutting 
talk,  Anderson  put  on  ice  his  plan  to  peg  "butter  prices.    This  would  have_ 
guaranteed  profits  next  fall,  when  production  drops,  and  sent  some  of  the 
dairy  product  into  storage.    Most  present  output  goes  right  on  the  market. 
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Proa  Hcv;  York' I'fell  Street  Journal,  May  2- 

GOTSmSHT'  VikY  DECII3E  III  JUlf:j  OK  SELmHWAL  OF  SUGAR  ITirUHSS  "RP-LIilG  - 
liTashington  -  Government  obje-ctions  to  resunption  of  sugar  trending  on  the  ITcv; 
York  Coffee  and  Sugar  Exchange  rnp.y  "be  lifted  "by  early  June.     This  was  learned 
last  ni^ht  after  a  meeting  'between  a  special  committee  of  the  Exchange  and  top 
sugar  officials  of  the  Agriculture  Department,     The  meeting  v/as  celled  to  dis- 
cuss proldcms  involved  in  resuming  sugar  trading,   suspended  when-  controls 
were  imposed  on  sugar  early  ,in  the  war. 

The  Exchange  would  like  to  start  trading  in  fixtures  contracts  in  sugoj:  on 
July  1, 


From  Hew  Yor&  journal  of  Commerce,  Hay  2  - 

ECOITOIIIST  SEES  FOOD  PRICES  FAL1I¥G  -  Chicago  -  All  signs  point  to  a  re- 
turn of  lovA-priccd  food,  a  clogging  of  marketing  chfijuiels  and  rcla.tively  lov/ 
farm  income,  Prof,  Theodore  Schultz,  head  of  the  economics  department  at  the 
University  of  Chicago,  said  today. 

Professor  Schultz,  who  has  served  on  various  na.tional  and  international 
food  advisory  committees,  said  in  an  interviev/  that  while  no  one  can  foretell 
the  time  tal)lc  on  farm  prices,   "I  "believe  tha-t  a  fairly  drastic  transition 
lies  'ahead,  " 

Asserting  that  prices  are  "exceeding  high"  now,  the  agricultural  economics 
export  added  tha,t  they  arc  net  "being  kept  up  "by  the  Government's  price  support 
program,   "contrary  to  the  helief  of  some  urhan  people^ " 

The  Chicago  professor  added  that  "reducing  our  .exports  of  cereals  and 
other  foods  would  hring  prices-  dovm,  "but  I  doulDt  the  wisdom  of  taking  this 
step  in  vicv;  of  the  critical  food  situation  in.  so  ma.ny  parts  of  the  world#" 


DOUBTS  TUSPEiTTIlG  PRICE  SUPPORT  -  Although  gum  turpentine  declined  for 
the  third  successive •  day  at  Savannah  ycstcrda;'  to  a  new  lov;  of  69  3/4  c  p^er 
gallon  and  nearly  36c  lielow  March  parity,'  it  is  not  likely  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  step  in  to  support  crude  gum  turpentine  prices  under  its  agricultural 
price  support  program. 

Dealers  are  not  pressing  for  it  as  recent  rises  h?vo  iDecn  too  high  for 
healthy  volume  consumption,     Ohservcrs  do  feel,  however,   that  the  price  droj) 
will  "bo  overdone  on  the  down  side  just  as  it  was  on  the  up  side  a  few  months 

URGES  COTTOH  MAITUFACTURERS  TO  PREPARE  FOR  COMPETITION  -  Augusta,   fe.  - 
Cotton  mills  must  develop  export  markets,  guard  cagainst  competition  at  home 
and  find  new  uses  for  their  products  if  .the  present  high  rate  of  out-^ut  is  to 
he"  mainta.ined  or  increased,  Dr,  William  P,  JacoTDs",  president,   stated  here  to- 
day at  the  opening  session  of  the  American  Cotton  Manufacturers  Association's 
annual  convention. 
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rrom  Cleveland  (Ohio)  ITews,  Apr,  26  - 

HEtffilHYPOST  BUIIKUI^  -  The  happy  citizens  of  Hewhviryport,  Massachusetts, 
had  hetter  have  a  good  time  while  their  price-cutting  tjinge  lasts. 

The  mournful  morning- of  awalcening  is  coming,  and  the  dejection  of  the 
hangover*    It  v;on' t  "oe  nice. 

The  ITewhu.ryport  plan -sounds  terrific.    But  it  isn't.^going  to  sweep  the  ■ 
nation,    ITor  can  it  exert  any  real  pressure  on  the  economic  .situation* 

A  clever  promotional  scheme  has  put  the  name  of  the  little. J^ew  England^  • 
town  on  the  front  page^i  ,  That's  alsout  all  that' will  come  of  the  hippodrome. 
It  isn^t  that  easy  to  iron  out  the  kianlcs  in  our  system  v/ithout  pain  or  toil. 

Secretary  Clinton  Anderson's  Agric\ilture  Department  kicked  the  Hev/huryport 
theory  into  a  cocked  hat  ahout  the  same  time  the  White  House,  which  should 
know  hetter  and  may"be  does  was  cheering  the  idea  on,     '  . 

The  ITev/huryport  plan  assumes  that  prices  are  set  at  the  retail  level. 
Actually  they^re.  fix©,d  hy  an  Intricate  relationship  of  purchasing  pov/er,  pro- 
duction and  employment,  ■, 

From  Denver  (Colo)  Post,  Apr^  26  .. 

ri:¥  BTHmilll  G^OGSES  JO  I  il  PR  I  CI- CUT  MOVE  «  Denver  grocers  in  scattered  inr- 
stances  Saturday  v;ere  joining  the  swing:  to  the  so-called  "Hew"buryport  plan" 
and  making  10  per  cent  ciits  in  some  price®.    But  a  majority  said,  in  their 
opinion,   the  reported  possihility  of  general  price  cuts  \i;ere  false  and  that 
prices  a.ctn.ally  had  decreased  on  only  a  few  items    —  notahly  on  smoked  meats, 
"butter,  lard  and  soap, 

_____  .  •< 

?rom  Newark  ■  (IT,  J,)  News,  Apr,  26  -  •  • 

OPPOSE  U,  S.  MILK  COHTHOL;  DA^rRTiGiT  III  IvSETPxIG  AT  SYRACUSE  TOR  REC-IOilAL 
REGUIATIOil  SYSTEI'I  _  Syracuse  -  Federal  supervision  of  the  milk  industry  is  no 
longer  desirahle  and  should  he  replaced  "by  a  system  of  regional  regu.lation*, 

Dair3mian  representing  90  per  cent  of  the  farmers  who  produce  milk  for  Hew 
York  and  iTev;  Jersey  metropolitan  area  reached  that  decision  yesterday  at  an 
emergency  meeting  called  to  discuss  the  mill^  price  situa.tion.    Delegates  from 
farmers^  associations  of  Hew  York,  ITew  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Vermont  and 
•Massachusetts  were  on  hand. 

The  dairymen  have  hoon  charging  that  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson 
put  thorn  in  a  douolo  squeeze  hy  setting  the  farm  price  o.f  'May  milk  for  the 
metropolitan  area  at  $4,14  a  100  pounds  compared  with  the  current,  price  of 
$4.58.     They  say  they  face  financial  hardship  if  forced  to  ahsorh  a  thirct  44--cent 
rediictipn  without  a  compensating  decline-  in  costs.    The  reduction  will  mean  a 
1-cent  cut  in  the  quart  price  of  milk. 

It  was  reported  that  attempts  .of  dairymen  to  negotiate  premitun  payment 
plans  with  individual  milk  distributors  have  "brought  threats  of  federal  prose- 
cution under  the  anti-trust  laws. 
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From  ColumMs  (Ohio)  Citizen,  Apr,  26  - 

THE  "T'/OOL  GSAB"  -  Washington  -  A  White  House  veto  for  the  "v;ool  grah"  hill 
heing  shepherded  tlirough  Congress  hy  the  "do— something-^f or-wool^  "bloc  v/as 
indicated  clearly  today*  .  ,  k  '■  .  ■ 

President' Truman,  v/ho  has  urged  a  douoiward  swing  to  avert  a  possihlc  husi-^ 
ness  recession,  said  flatly  at'  a  ncv;s  conference  thjit  he  opposed  Goverrjncnt 
support  for  any  farm  products  ahove  the  so-called  90-rpcr-cent-of~parity  formula. 

The  wool  price— support  bill,  ,ac>9ordii>g  to  opponents,  means  Government 
support  at  more  than  100  per  cent  of  parity,  and  would  raise  the  price  ox  woolen 
goods  to  United  States  cons^jmers  hy  millions  of  dollars. 


Prom  Fort  Tforth  (Tdx,)'  Star- Telegram,,  Apr.  24  - 

HIG-H  PRICES  HOT  lUE  TO  FARI1  SUPPORT  -  Editorial  -  Recent  statements  'bfand-- 
ing  government  price  supports  for  farm  products  as  the  cause  of  present  high 
food  prices  and  as  an  effective  "bar  to  their  decline  arc  considorahly  v;idc  of 
the  mark.    It  is  true  that  farm  products  have' led  the  general  parade  of  prices 
upv/ard,  rising  nearly  180  per  cent  since  1939,  and  that  higher  food  prices  have 
accounted  for  tipproximately  70  per  cent  of  the  increase  in  living  costs  that 
has  ocairred  since  that  time*    But  it  is  not  equally  true  that  government 
supports  either  pushed  farm  prices  to  their  current  high  level  or  now  arc 
ma.intrdning  them  there*  ■  llcither  is  it  true  that  there  is  no  rom  for  a  drop 
in  the  price  of 'm-ost  farm  products  "before  the  government  would  have  to  step 
in  v/ith  paynients  to  holster  the  market,' 

By  operation  of  the  parity  formula,  farm  prices  could. join  in  a,  general 
price  retreat  to  lewer  levels  without  damage  to  the  farmer's  rela,tivc  purchas- 
ing pov;cr.    But  a  sharp  drop  in  faatan  prices  along  could  precipitate  a  general 
"business  recession,  as  a  ternporary  collapse  in  the  price  of  v;heat-.was 
credited  \dth  doing  in  1924,    The  need  to  call  e  halt  to  inflation  is  for  order- 
ly price  decreases  all  along^  the  line  — -  in  farm  products,  in  manufactured  goods, 
and  ill  high  costs  of  government,  v/hich  themselves  are  a  main  factor  in  the 
equation  of  high  prices. 

From  Indianapolis  (ind,)  Star,  Apr,  26  -  . 

PRICES  UILI  BE  LO\i/ER,  IF —  Editorial  -  Arc  prices. going  to  como  down? 
Most  Americans  think  they  \-rill  he.lov/er  within  the  next  six  months,  according 
to  today^ s  Gallup  Poll,    If  they  are,  it  will  he  the  result  of  just  one  thing 
—  production.    Increased  and  stdsad^'  production  is  the  only  real  answer  to  price, 
rises.    And  the  only  way  to  get.  higher  production  is  for  cveryhody  in  the 
country  to  stay  on  tlie  jo'b  and  \iovk  hard.     That  means  lahor,  management,  farmers^ 
cveryhody. 

Food  prices,   too,  dej)cnd  on  production.     Our  farmers  are  still  prpducing 
record  crops  v;ith  the  v/hcat  harvest  harvests  expected  to  bring  in  as  much  as 
1,200,000,000  Dushels,    Production  abroad  is  also  expected  to  incrca-so.  If 
European  and  Asiatic  harvests  arc  good,  much  of  the  drain  on  our  production 
will  be  lowered  and  lower  food  prices  will  result  here.    Already  wholesale 
prices  on  about  30  food  products  have  decreased  from  their  allr-time  highs  for 
three  v/ecks  in  a  row.    This  may  be  the  turning  point  in  many  food  products 
and  could  mean  lov/er  prices  soon  for  all  of  us. 
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(The  neT'spapers  a\d  raagapSfeW  TrMsi^h  these  agricult^oral  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Prte^'lrvic^^^-v^^ffom  414A,    Phone  Gene  ^^arrison  at  603I) 

Ftom  New  York  Times,  May 

CORPORATION  HE^^DS  UIiGE  PRICE  CUTTING  Tu  Kvii-LT  k  olUuP:  GliOUP  Of  23  CALLS 
OIJ  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS  NOl;  TO  E.ERT  '  ECONCIILC  STiiTESbiiJM'SrllP '  -'^iasliicigton- 
A  grouo  of  industrialists  and  business  men  called  on  industry;  today  to  shoT>r 
"economic  statesmanship"  in  revisinff  the  price  structure  dov/rxard  and  thus 
save  the  country  from,  a  serious  slump. 

The  group  of  t^ventjr-three  men,  a  cross  secti.on  of  heav:>;  industrj^,  fabri- 
cators and  retail  m.erchandisers ,  declared  that  rc-snonsibility  for  leadership 
out  01  the  price  situation  was  "squarely ^^up  to  business  men," 

In  a  statement  issued  through  the    ational  Planning  Association  they 
warned  against  "altogether  too  m.any  instances  of  dangerous  pricin,f^  practices" 
and  ra.ethods  whj.ch  "undercut"  the  economy. 

Araong  signers  of  the  statement  were' Charles  E,  '''-ilson,  president  of 
the  General  Electric  Companyi  S,  K,  Colby ^  vice  president  of  the  Aluminum  Co, 
of  America j    Beardsley  Ruml,  cbairro.an  of  the  board  of  R.  K,  Macy  &  Co.,  and 
S,-  C.  All;^rnj  president  of  the  National  Cash  Register  Company. 

In  a  bu3-letin,  the  Department'  of  Agriculture  said  that  there  was 
no  sign  yet  of  a  marked  decline  in  farm  products,  although  some  leveling 
was  possible.    It  did  not  look  for  3ny  important  change  in  the  "relatively 
high"  prices  until  uncertain  factors  in  19A7  prospective  crops  are'  eliminated. 


PRICE  CUT  DRIVES  SEEL:  AS  Ka LURES:  DEALERS  PACE  NEED  TO  RESTOCK  AT  FULL 
COSTS — FACTORIES  SKUN  IIi'.FiKDO"t.NS-The  failure  in  the  last  two  weeks  of  si.veral 
retail  price  cutti.ng  drives  to  force  dov/n  manufacturers'  and  fann  prices  on 
most  cost  of  living  item.s  indicated  last  night  th^t  consuiTiers  "i^rouia  pay  again 
full  prices  this  week  for  many  necessities. 

Retail  merchants  in  scattered  cor/miuriities ,  alter  e.'.perim.enting  with 
the  "Newburyroort  Plan,"  the  "Jackson  neights  pla.n/'  or  any  of  several 
variations,  faced  the  problem  01  r-plensihing  at  the  full  wholesale  price 
stocks  of  goods  th_ey  had  sold  at  markdovms.    This  v.-as  especially  true  of 
"name"  brands.    Makers  of  some  lesser  knoY.Ti  products  have  been  m.ore  inclined 
to  make  price  concessions,  it  -was  said  in  retail  trade  circles. 

Tlie  National  .^.ssociation  of  I'%nufacturers  re-sorted  that  m.^st  indu-traal 
companies  replying  to  a  questionnaire  on  r^rices  said  thev  were  net  reducing 
prices.    They  gave  as  their  reasons  for  maintaining  present  levels  t^^^  uncer- 
tainty of  material  costs,  the  possibility  of  future  r-a^e  demands,  anc^  alleged 
low  labor  efficiency. 


c^.^c.  IL-^'^t^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^OJ'^-L  CITY  B..NK'S  MONTIiLY  LETTER 

oAlS  TRIPLIr-i.  01  CIR.UI..TION  ?:AS  PACTOR^In  an  analysis  of  the  causes  behind 
the  general  rise  in  prices,  the  National  City  ban]    of  New  York  had  sipnlpd  out 
as  the  primary  cause  the  "tripling  of  the  m.oney  supnly  as  a  result  of  ?h^ 
war  oime  expansion  of  bank  deposits  and  ciirrency  in  circulation, "  This 
money,  it  asserted,  ivas  created  by  Government  bank  loans, 
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Fron  Neiv  York  Tines,  May  5  - 

AI..5PLS  SEEInT  K)R  E}:P0RT  TPJ-DE:  RECORD  "  INTER  CROP,  AVERAGE  SPRim 

HELD,  SUBSTANTIAL  C/iRRY  IN  PROSPECT-Chicago-^-  billion  bushel  crop  of 

■V'/inter  Trheat  is  in  sight  for  this  year's  harvest,  by  far  thu  largest  on  record 
and  127,000,000  bushels  in  excess  of  last  year's  production,  according  to 
an  estiiTiate  by  a  Chicago  statistician.    The  average  v/inter  wheat  crop  for  the 
1936-4,5  period  ras  654,000,000  bushels,  v^hile  production  of  botn  vvinter 
and  spring  rvheat  for  the  same  period  ivas  844,000,000  bushels. 

The  figures,  after  allov.dng  for  an  average  spring  v/haat  cro^.  ol 
226,000,000  bushels  and  a  carryover  of  100,oU0,00u  Dushels ,  inuicat^s  that 
1,330,000,000  bushels  of  all  vriieat  ?d.ll  be  availaole  for  use  during  the 
1947-48  crop  year,  sufficient  to  provide  inore  tnan  300,000,000  bushels  tor 
export  after  all  domestic  needs  are  s^.ti3fied  and  leaving  a  substantial 
amount  for  carryover  at  the  end  of  next  season,    ExT-.orts  for  the  I946 
and  1947  season  are  placed  tentatively  at  363,000,000  bushels. 


Ercm  "Wall  Street  Journal,  May  5  - 

TEXTILE  INSTITUTE'S  PIE/iD  DEmiDS  MILLS'  PRICING  OF  CGTT^'N  CLOTH  GOODS; 
DR.  MURCKISON  SAIS  75^  MADE  IN  U.S.  IS  BEING  SOLD  AT  OLD  OPA  L^VELS-Augusta- 
A  defense  of  mill  prices  for  cotton  cloth  v/as  made  by  Dr.  Claudius  T.  Murchison 
president  of  the  Cotton  Textile  Institute,  who  opposed  industrj^^  wide  j^rice  cuts. 

Seventy  five  percent  of  unfinished  cotton  cloth  made  by  the  nation' s 
cotton  mills  is  being  sold  at  OPA  levels.  Dr.  Murchison  declared.    He  spoke 
at  the  closing  day  convention  m.eeting  01  the  American  Cotton  Manufacturers 
Association. 


LONDON-Many  smokers'  good  resolutions  are  going  up  in  smoke.  Retailers 
reported  increased  sales  of  cigarettes  and  pipe  tobacco' last  week. 

Sales  in  London  however,  are  still  doT/n  approximately  one  thiirl  from 
pre  budget  days  before  the  tobacco  tax  v/as  increased  and  business  in  the 
provinces  rias  slumped  as  m.uch  as  50^.    Smoking  in  agTicultural  areas  has 
been  barest  hit  since  farm  workers'  pay  packets  won't  meet  tiio  :■•    high  prices. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Com.merce,  May  5  - 

FUTURES  TRADING  IN  SUr^AR-Editorial-^he  Now  York  Coffee  and  Suf-ar  Exchrn^re 
has  asked  authority  from  the  Denart^-ient  of  Af^ricn^  t^re  to  resLine  futur-s  tr-adin 
m  sugar  by  July  1.    This  request  should  be  o^.-^anted  b--  the  authorities.  ' 

Congress  has  already  decreed  that  sugar  rationin?^  and  urice  control 
shall  end  on  October  3I.    Because  of  the  wartime  v,rorld'\Tide  shortax:  of  the 
comTAodity,  this  action  involved  considerable  risk  of  a  runai/'a^r  x^rice  rise 
and  a  subsequent  collapse  in  the  price  of  sugar. 
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Prom  Greenfille  ( S,  C,)' Hews,  Apr.  29  - 

mmMW  COllUMDS  SOUTH  ATLAiTTIC  PORTS  BY-PASSED  III  FSESRAL  COTTOiT  EUYIiiG 
PLAU  -  Ifashington  -  Sen,  Burnet  R,  Fiaybank  of  South  Carolina  introduced  a 
resolution  in  the_  Senp;te  today  wiiicli  wo\ild  require  all  goverranent  agenciGS 
purchasing  cotton  to       exported  to  give  equal  opportunity  to  all  shippers  in 
the  United  States* 

The  South  Carolinian  introduced  the  rcsoiution  for .himself ,  Senator  George 
of  Georgia  and  Senator  Hoey  of  Forth  Carolina, 

Tlie  i'layhank  rcsoiution  provides  that  shippers  in  the  United  States  may 
offer  their  cotton  to  the  government  agencies  provided  as  much  as  2,000  "bales 
werc^  offered  and  to  require  these  government  agencies  to,  require  the 
stcainships  to  oell  at  the  port  where  the  cotton  is  stored  for  2,000  iDalcs  or 
more* 

Contending  the  South  Atlantic  seaports  have  'been  'by-.passed  "hy  the  stea&- 
ship  companies  anr".  that  shippers  had  heen  required",  to  send  their  cotton  to 
Gulf  .ports,  Senator  Hayoank  said  he  introduced  resolution  -"because  these  govern- 
ment agencies  had  specified,  in  purchasing  cotton  for  export  that  it  must 
"be  shipped  from  Gulf  ports* 

From  Boise  (Idaho)  Statesman,  Apr,  23  - 

Bums  TO  AilALYZS  EARM  VALU3S;  PHOBUCTITE  YALUS  OVER  LOiiG  RAITGE 

SAID  II«rPORTALTT  GUIDE  -..Bu^.'ers  should  determine  the  long-time  productive  value 
of  a  farm  "before  making  a  purchase,  Virgil  Kennedy,  farm  mana-gement  specialist 
for  the  University  of  Idaho  extension  service,  said  Tuesday, 

Kennedy,  said  the  "failtirc  to  recognize  the  difference  iDCtwocn  the'markct 
price  of  a  farm  and  the  long-time  productive  value  often  results  in  fina.ncial 
difficulties*" 

"This  was  the  case  in  the  two  decades  follov/ing  1920  and  the  same  " 
situation  appears  to  "be  developing  again,"  Kennedy  said, 

"In  I^farch  of  this  year  442  "bushels  of  wheat  or  546  sacks  of  spuds  were 
equal  to  $1000,  In  1937,  a  favora"ble  prewar  year,  it  would  have  taken  1136 
"bushels  of  wheat  or  926  sacks  of  spuds  to  pay  off  a  $1000  farm  mortgage," 

"The  financial  success  or  failure  of  a  farm  depends  to  a  large  extent 
on  the  purchase  price  of  that  farm  in  relation  to  its  actual  earning  capacity,"' 


Prom  Charleston  (S,C,)  ITev/s  and  Courier,  Apr,  28  - 

PEESUiHiTG  TO  OFPER  ADVICE  -  Editorial  -  Again  The  Hews  and  Couri'er  advises 
that  nov./  is  the  time  to  "buy  lands       in  parcels  however  small  or  large,  '  Per- 
sons with  little  money  can  t)orrow  on  ra.tcs  of  interest  that  will  not  be  lov/er. 
They  are  lov;  indeed.     The  land  will  not  run  a,way,  and  we  know  of  nothing  else 
material  of  which  that  can  "be  said.     If  we  have  a  large  population  of  house  and 
land  ov/ners,  yeoman  farmers  and  working  men  who  possess  homes,  we  shall  nave' 
a  voting  population  that  can  "be  depended  upon  to  keep  down  state,  county, 
school  and  other  taxes. 
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Jrom  MilwatQcee  (¥is,)  Joiirnal,  Arsr.  27  - 

"  ■     ,  - 

OAiriTOT  IGiiOEE' PAPil  PRICES  -  Editorial  -  Evervohe'in  Washington,  fron  V- 
the  president  down,;  is  iDOing  a  little  skittish  in  facing  facts  a"bout  larn  / 
and  fbod-  priees  as  a  factor  in  inflation.   ^  That  is  politi ci?^lly  expedient,  no 
douht,  hiat  isn' t  it  just  a  little  short  of  conplete  honesty? 

OrgarJ-zcd  lahor  is  "being  condemned  for  greediness  in  its  denands,  v/hich 
tend  to  force  prices  upward,    Business  is  "being  roundly  condenned  for  narliing 
up  npjrglns  on  goods  and  charges,  for  services  higher  than  is  justifiedo  But 
there  is  aLnost  no  ncntion  of  any  need  to  readjust  farm  prices  for  the  "bene- 
fit of  the  consuner. 

Just  a  few  recent  figures  and  estimates  will  indicate  how  futile  price 
control  and  anti-inflation  agitation  will  Tdc  if  agricultural  prices,  costs 
and  inconcs  arc  to  "be  ignored* 

Between  Au.gust.  1939.  and  Jtmc.  1946,   the  wholesale  -orice  of  nonfarn 
connoditics  increased  36fi  hut  the  wholesale  price  of  farn  connoditics  and 
food  increased  64^3,    After  OPA  expired,  farn  a,nd  food  products  v;ont  up 
another  48/^  as  compared  to  44/3  for  the  nonfarn  commodities^ 

This  means  that  the  family  food  dollar  ha,s  been  cut  more  than  half. 
According  to  depcnda.hle  estimates,  the  increase  in  food  prices  along  liavc 
accounted  for  a.pproximatcly  70^  of  the  total  increase  in  the  cost  of  living 
in  the  average  American  family. 


Prom  Lexington  (Ky.)  Herald,  Apr,  28  -  ■,  "  ;  ■ 

UlTCLE' SAI-i  AITO  GROVCR  ~  Editorial  -  In  citing  at  the  recent  hearing  in 
Washington,  that  Uncle  Sa-n  receives  more  from  the  sale  of  to"ba,cco  prodiicts 
after  each  crop . than  the  grower  has  received  from  his  entire  crop  of  tohacco, 
John       Jones,  of  llorth  Middlcton,  spokcsma.n  for  the  hurley  grov/ers,  sets'  forth 
an  incscapahlc  point  of  logic. 

Yet  it  is  ppssihle  to  conxjcive  of  the  sale  of  cigarettes  without  federal 
taxes.    But  there  isn't  any  way  to  develop  a_  year' s  output  of  cigarettes  v;ith-» 
out  leaf  tohacco.     The  fa,ct  which  \\'as  cited  emphasizes  the  tohacco  production 
is  essential,  for  more  reasons  than  one,    Mr,  Jones  was  asking  for  appropria- 
tions to  sustain  the  tooacco  program.    He  was  asking  the  federal  government 
.to  spend  two  million  dolla.rs  insuring  a  crop  from  ^^/hich  it  reaps  ci  "billion, 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  revenue. 


Prom  Evansville  (ind,)  Courier,  Apr,  26  -  -     *  ' 

PA5i-I  PRODUCTI'OII  -  Editorial  -  People  talk  glihly  for  ind  against  farm 
su"tDsi-Mes,     They  think  they  know  just  what  ought  not  to  "be  done  a"bout  feeding 
people,    Parm  surplus  in  one  line  or  another  ought  never  tc  "be  destroyed 
v;hilc  people  hunger,  says  one,     Pocd  must  not  "be  used 'as  a  political  v;capon^ 
says  another.    But  if  the  food  will  spoil  "before  enough  "bottoms  can  "be  fovmd 
in  which  to  ship  it,  what  then?     Or  if  recipients  .use  it  as  a  weapon  aga.inst 
us,  v;hat  'then? 
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D4ILV  NEl'S  DIGEST        ^.^^^T  \  U.S.  DEP/^TMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(Th^  neT^spapers  and  iMf^zines  fromvcsWh  these  agricultiiral  items  are 
taVen  are  on  file' in  ^Press  Servj,pe^  'Hoom^^^WA.    Phone  Gene  ^^arrison  at  bU3l) 

?^om  New  York  Tnjnes,  5  •z.^-^'^ 

\^-'" 

CORPORATION  KSiUDS  UltQE  PPJ.CE  CUTTIwa  Iv'  i».vLhT  n  bLui..P :  GltOUT  Oi  23  CALL^ 
ON  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS  NO*;  TO  E.ERT  'ECONOHG  STixTESviiJ^jSlilP ' -Hiashicgton- 

A  grout)  of  industrialists  and  business  men  called  on  industry/  today  to  show 
"economic  statesmanship"  in  revisincr  the  price  structure  doTTO:ard  and  thus 
save  the  country  from  a  serious  slurap. 

The  group  of  ti^venty-three  men,  a  cross  section  of  heav;,-  industrj^,  fabri- 
cators and  retail  merchandisers,  declared  that  rf^snonsibilit^'  for  leadership 
out  of  the  price  situation  was  "squarely up  to  business  men," 

In  a  statement  issued  through  the    ational  Planning  Association  they 
warned  against  "altogether  too  many  instances  of  dangerous  pricir-;^  practices" 
and  methods  Yfhich  "undercut"  the  econom-y. 

Among  signers  of  the  statement  were  Charles  E.  ''alson,  president  of 
the  General  Electric  Companyi  S,  K.  Colby,  vice  president  of  the  Aluminum  Co, 
of  America  J    Beardsley  Rml,  ch^:irm.an  of  the  board  of  R.  H.  Macy  &  Co.,  and 
S,  C.  All;^rn^'  president  of  the  National  Cash  Register  Com.pany. 

In  a  bulletin,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  said  that  there  was 
no  sign  yet  of  a  marked  decline  in  farm  products,  although  some  leveling 
was  possible.    It  did  not  look  for  anj"  iiaportant  change  in  the  "relatively 
high"  prices  until  uncertain  factors  in  prospective  crops  are  eliminated. 


PRICE  CUT  DRIVES  SEEN  AS        LURES:  DE.^LERS  E'^CE  NEED  TO  RESTOCK  AT  FULL 
COSTS — FACTORIES  "  SHUN  I'ARI{DOTNS-Tho  failure  in  the  last  two  weeks  of  several 
retail  price  cutting  drives  to  force  down  maniifacturers'  and  fam  prices  on 
most  cost  of  living  items  indicated  last  night  thc-t  consumers  woula  pay  again 
full  prices  this  week  for  many  necessities. 

Retail  merchants  in  scattered  comriiunities ,  afttr  e.^.jjerimenting  with 
the  ''NeT-buryport  Plan,"  the  "Jackson  n-oi-hts  plan,"  or  any  of  several 
variations,  faced  the  problem  of  r-jplensihing  .at  the  full  vihiolesale  price 
stocks  of  goods  they  had  sold  at  markdovms.    This  v:as  especially  true  of 
"nam.e"  brands.    Makers  of  some  lesser  knoxn.  products  have  been  more  inclined 
to  make  price  concessions,  it  was  said  in  retail  trade  circles, 

Tlie  National  ;,ssociation  of  Manufacturers  re-.orted  that  .m^st  -'ndustrjal 
companies  replying  to  a  questionnaire  on  -orices  said  the^'- were  not  reducing' 
prices.    They- gave  as  their  reasons  for  maintaining  present  levels  t'oc.  uncer- 
tainty of  material  costs,  the  possibility  of  future  wa-s  demands,  anc^  allpp-cd 
low  labor  efficiency. 


PRICE  RISE  IS  LAID  TO  MONEY  SUPPLY:  NATIONAL  CIT^  BrNK'S  MONThTY  Tf^Tfp 
S.YS  TRIPI1I:g  OF  CIR.I^.TION  .^.S  PACTOR-In  an  analysjro^th.  caus;;f  Lhi^d 
ohe  general  rise  in  prices,  the  l^ational  City  Dan]    of  New  York  had  si^^nled  out 
as  tne  primary  _  cause  the  "tripling  of  tlie  m.oney  supply  as  a  result  of  th^^ 
varuime  expansion  oi  bank  deposits  and  currency  in  circuJ. ration  "  This 
money,  it  asserted,  ivas  created  by  Government  bank  loans. 
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Fron  IJerr  lork  Times,  May  5  - 

i-iiiPLE-THE/LT  SEM  K)R  EXPORT  TR/-DE:  RECORD  ^'INTSR  CROP,  AVERi.GE  SPRIW} 
HELD,  SUBSTANTIAL  CARRY  OVER  IN  PROSPECT-Chicago-^  billion  bushel  crop  of  , 
winter  Trheat  is  in  sight  for  this  year's  harvest,  by  far.  thu  largest  on  record  j 
and  127,000,000  bushels  in  excess  of  last  year's  production,  according  to 
an  estimate  by  a  Chicago  statistician.    The  average  v/inter  wheat  crop  for  the 
1936-45  period  T.ras  6$4,000,000  bushels,  while  production  of  both  winter 
and  spring  wheat  for  tifie  same  period  vias  844,000,000  bushels. 

The  figures,  after  alloTn.ng  for  an  average  spring  wheat  crop  of 
226,000,000  bushels  and  a  carryover  of  100,uU(J,000  oushels,  inuicates  that 
1,330,000,000  bushels  of  all  wheat  vdll  be  availLiole  for  use  during  the 
1947-4-8  crop  year,  sufficient  to  provide  more  than  300,000,000  bushels  fdi* 
e:':port  after  all  domestic  needs  are  satisfied  ana  leaving  a  substantial 
amount  for  carryover  at  the  end  of  next  season.    Exports  for  the  194-6 
and  1947  season  are  placed  tentatively  at  363,000,000  bushels. 


Prom.  V^all  Street  Journal,  May  5  - 

TEXTILE  INSTITTJTE'S  HE/vD  DEFENDS  MILLS'  PRICING  OF  COTT^'N  CLHT^^  GOODS; 
DR.  MLTICPIISON  SAYS  75^  J^IADE  IN  U.S.  IS  BEING  SOLD  AT.  OLD  OPA  L^A'ELS-Augusta- 
A  defense  of  mill  prices  for  cotton  cloth  T/as  made  by  Dr.  Claudius  T.  lairchison 
president  of  the  Cotton  Textile  Institute,  who  opposed  industry  wide  price  cuts, 

Seventy  five  percent  of  unfinished  cotton  cloth  made  by  the  nation's 
cotton  mills  is  being  sold  at  OPA  levels,  pr.  Murchison  declared.    He  spoke 
at  the  closing  day  convention  meeting  01  the  American  Cotton  Manufacturers 
Association. 


LOLDON-Many  smokers'  good  resolutions  are  going  up  in  smoke.  Retailers 
reported  increased  sales  of  cigarettes  and  pipe  tobacco' last  week. 

Sales  in  London  however,  are  still  dovni  approxiiaately  one  thiiri  from 
pre  budget  days  before  the  tobacco  tax  was  increased  and  business  in  the 
provinces  tias  slumped  as  m.uch  as  50%,    Smoking  in  a/^^icultural  areas  has 
been  barest  hit  since  farm  workers'  pay-packets  vion't  meet  tlie  :■•    high  prices. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  5  -  • 

FUTURES  TRADING  IN  SU^V:R-Editorial-The  Nor-  York  Coffee  end  Su^a^  Excb-n^e 
has  asked  authority  from  the  Department  of  Ap-ricnlture  to  resime  futures  tradin^^ 
m  sugar  by  July  1.    This  request  should  be  ,.q?.-anted  b"  the  authorities. 

Congress  has  already  decreed  that  sugar  rationino-  and-  price  control 
shall  end  on  October  3I.    Because  of  the  wartime  vrorld' wide  shorta^^;  of  t}ic 
commodity,  this  action  involved  considerable  risk  of  a  runavra^r  price  rise 
and  a  subsequent  collapse  in  the  price  of  sugar. 


1 
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Pron  Greenfille  (S.C.)  ITews,  Apr.  29  - 


VlMMEK  COHTSIIDS  SOUTH  ATLAITTIC  POHTS  BY-PASSED  III  FSIEEAL  COTTOil  FJYIiTG 
PLAIT  -  Ifeshington  -  Sen»  Burnet  R«  Fiaybank  of  South  Carolina  introduced  a 
resolution  In  the_  Senate  today  which  would  require  all  government  agencies 
purchasing  Cotton  to  "be  exported  to  give  equal  opportunity^  to  all  shippers  in 
the  United  States. 

The  South  Carolinian  introduced  the  rcsoiution  for  himself,  Senator  George 
of  Georgia  and  Senator  Hoey  of  Forth  Carolina, 

Tlie  i'layhahk  resolution  provides  that  shippers  in  the  United  States  nay 
offer  their  cotton  to  the  government  agencies  provided  as  much  as  2,000  "bales 
were^  offered  and  to  require  these  govcrnmOTit  agencies  to  require  the 
steaosliips  to  ©all  a.t  the  port  where  the  cotton  is  stored  for  2,000  "bales  or 
more. 

Contending  the  South  Atlantic  seaports  have  "been  "by-passed  "by  the  steam- 
ship companies  and  that  shippers  hp„d  "been  required  to  send  their  cotton  to 
Gulf  ports,  Senator  Maybank  said  he  introduced  resolution  -"because  these  govern- 
ment agencies  had  specified,  in  purchasing  cotton  for  export  that  it  must 
"be  shipped  from  Gulf  ports. 

Prom  Boise  (Idaho)  Statcstmn,  Apr,  23  - 

Bums  T-r^PlOlB  TO  AilALYZS  SARM  VALUES;  PHOBUCTnUl  "CALUE  OVER  LOITG  RAlTGni 
SAID  I^IPORTAiTT  GUIDS  -..Buyers  should  determine  the  long-time  productive  value 
of  a  farm  "before  making  a  purcha,se,  Virgil  Kennedy,  farm  management  specialist 
for  the  University  of  Idaho  extension  service,  said  Tueaday, 

Kennedy,  said  the  "failvirc  to  recognize  the  difference  "between  the  market 
price  of  a  fp.rm  and  the  long-time  productive  value  often  results  in  financial 
difficulties," 

"Tliis  v;as  the  case  in  the  two  decades:  follov/ing  1920  and  the  same 
situation  appears  to  "be  developing  again,  "  Kennedy  said, 

"In  March  of  this  year  442  bushels  of  whca,t  or  546  sacks  of  spuds  were 
equal  to  $1000,  In  1937,  a  favora"ble  prewar  yea,r,  it  would  have  taken  1136 
bushels  of  v;heat  or  926  sacks  of  spuds  to  pay  off  a  $1000  farm  mortgage," 

"The  financial  success  or  failure  of  a  farm  depends  to  a  large  extent 
on  the  purchase  price  of  that  farm  in  relation  to  its  actual  earning  capacity,"^ 


Prom  ClTT^rleston  (S.C.)  ITews  and  Courier,  Apr,  28  - 

PRESUiHiTG  TO  OPFER  ADVIG3]}  -  Editorial  -  Again  The  lews  and  Courier  advises 
that  now  is  the  time  to  buy  lands  —  in  parcels 'hox^rever  small  or  large.  Per- 
sons with  little  money  can  borrow  on  rates  of  interest  that  will  not  be  lov/cr. 
They  are  lov;  indeed.     The  land  will  not  run  away,  and  we  knovr  of  nothing  else 
material  of  which  that  can  be  said.    If  wo  have  a  large  population  of  hou.se  and 
land  ovmers,  yeoman  farmers  and  working  men  who  possess  homes-,  wo  shall  have 
a  voting  population  that  can  be  depended  upon  to  keep  down  state,  county, 
school  and  other  taxes. 
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From  Milx'/aukee  (¥is,)  Jburnal,  Apr,  27  - 

CAlfiTOT  IGi'DES' FAPH  PPJCIIS  -  Sditorial  -  Svervone  in  Washington,  fron 
the  president  down,  is  TDCing  a  little  skittish  in  facing  facts  a"bout  farh 
and  food  prices  as  a  factor  in  inflation.     The-t .  is^politicr<-lly  expedient,  no 
doiilDt,  "but  isn' t  it  just  a  little  short  of  conplcte  honesty? 

Organized  lahor  is  "being  condemned  for  greediness  in  its  demands,  v/hich 
tend  to  force  prices  upward.    Business  is  "being  roundly  condemned  for  marking 
up  margins  on  goods  and  charges  for  services  higher  thcan  is  justifiedo  But 
there  is  almost  no  mention  of  ar-y  need  to  readjust  farm  prices  for  the  "bene- 
fit of  the  consumer. 

Just  a  few  recent  figures  and  estimates  will  indicate  how  futile  price 
control  and  ant i— inflation  agitation  v;ill  "be  if  agricultural  prices,  costs 
and  incomes  are  to  "be  ignored* 

Betv/ce"n  August,  1939,  and  Ju.nc,  1946,   the  wholesale  price  of  nonf.arm 
commodities  increased  36fi  but  the  wholesale  price  of  farm  commodities  and 
food  increased  64^,    After  OPA  expired,  farm  p.nd  food  riroducts  went  xm 
another  48/j  as  compared  to  44/3  for  the  nonfa,rm  commodities. 

This  r.cans  that  the  family  food  dollar  has  heen  cut  more  than  half. 
According  to  dependa,l)lc  estimates,  the  increase  in  food  prices  along  liavc 
accounted  for  approximately  70^3  of  the  total  increase  in  the  cost  of  living 
in  the  average  American  family. 


Prom'  Lexington  (Ky.)  Herald,  Apr,  28  -       .         ■  •  ■  '• 

UITCIE' SAIi  km)  GHOICR  -  Lditorial  ^  In  citing  at .  the  recent  hearing  in 
Washington,   that  Uncle  Sam  receives  more  from  the  sale  of  to"bacco  products 
after  each  crop  than  the  grower  has  received  from  his  entire  crop  of  to'bacco, 
John  ¥,  Jones,  of  Ilorth  Middlcton,  spokesman  for  the  "burlcy  growers,   sets  forth 
an  incscapa"ble  point  of  logic. 

Yet  it  is  possi"blc  to  comzeive  of  the  sale  of  cigarettes  without  federal 
taxes.    But  there  is'n't  an^^  way  to  develop  a  year' s  output  of  cigarettes  v/ith** 
out  leaf  to"bacco.    The  fact  v/nich  i\'as  cited  emphasizes  the  to"bacco  production 
is  .  essential,  for  more  reasons  than  one»    Mr,  Jones  v;as  p.sking  for  appropria- 
tions to  sustain  the  to"bacco  program.    He  v/as  asking  the  federal  govcriuicnt 
to  spend  tv/o  million  dollars  insuring  a  crop  from  which  it  reaps  a  "billion, 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  revenue. 


Prom  Dvansville  (ind,)  Courier, '  Apr,'  26  - 

PAEI-I  PRODUCT! on  -  "Jditorial  -  People  talk  gli^bly  for  ind  against  farm 
■  su"bsi*"les.    They  think  they  know  just  what  ought  not  to  be  done  about  feeding 
people,    Parm  surplus  in  one  line  or  another  ought  ncver_  tc  be  destroyed 
v;hilc  people,  hunger ,   says  one,  .  Pocd  must  not  be  used  as  a  political  v^eapon^ 
says  another.    But  if  the  food  will  spoil  before  enough  bottoms  can  be  found 
in  which  to  ship  it,  what  then?     Or  if  recipients  use  it  as  a  weapon  against 
us,  'v/hat  then? 
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( The  ncv/spapors  and  magazines  from  whiG;!  those  agricultural  items  arc 
taken  arc,  on  file  in  Press  Service,  ^.oon  414  A.    Phone  Gone  Harrison  a-t  6031.) 

'Prom  ITev;  York  Times,  May  2  - 

ITLM  U.  S.  ¥00L  ?EE  SilAGS  TRADE  TALICS;  AI^ERICAI'TS ,  IE  GSIvEYA  HELPLESS  UiTTIL 
TAX  ISSUE  IS  CLARmED  -  Geneva  -  Little  progress  on  the  negoti.-tion  of  new 
trade  n.gr cements  can  "be  made  at  the  Geneva  Trade  Conference  until  the  United 
States  position  on  its  v/ool  tariff  hecomcs  clarified. 

The  issue  posed  tj  a  Gongressional  committee's  action  in  approving  a  nov/ 
50  per  cent  fee  on  the  import  of  v/ool  has  assumed  an  importance  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  economic  iiirportancc  of  the  v/ool  trade  itself. 


SUIilVAiT  BLAIIES  INDUSTRY  TOR  PRICES  _  Washington  -  A  Democratic  ITational 
Committee  sta.tcment  that  President  Truman    was  directing  -a,  concentrated 
publicity  campaign  through  Caoinet  officers  "to  put  the  heat  on  iDasix  manu- 
facturers as  the  real  culprits"  iDChind  prices  "boomeranged  today  in  a,  flood  of 
telephone  calls  to  the  VvTiite  House  and  committee  headquarters, 

Thc_  sta,tcment  was  contained  in  the  first  issue  of  Capital  Comment,  v.  nev/s 
letter  sent  to  all  county  comjnitteemcn  "by  Gael  Sxillivan,  Democro»tic  national 
director,  , 

• 

COI-QIODITY  PRICES  AVERAGE  ,3^  DROP;  COTTOH,  EGGS,  JRUIT,  raBTABLES  RISE  AS 
LIVESTOCK,  GRAIITS,  BUTTER,   CHEESE  DECLIHB  -  Washington  -  Declines  in  eight 
of  ten  major  commodity  groups  lov/cred  average  primary  maxkct  prices  1,3  per 
cent  during  the  week  ended  April  26,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  La"bor  Statis- 
tics of  the  Department  of  Lalior, 

The  Bureau's  index  of  commodit?r  prices  in  primcary  markets  dropped  to  146,8 
per  cent  of  the  1926  average,  1,7  per  cent  "below  the  peak  of  late  liarch  and 
3o,9  per  cent  ahove  a  year  earlier. 

Average  me.rket  prices  of  farm  products  rose  1,3  per  cent  during  the  week. 

The  decline  of  1,2  per  cent  in  the  group  index  for  foods  was  the  result 
of  lov/er  prices  for  most  typos  of  foods  except  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables, 
LilDcral  supplies  were  reflected  in  further  price  declines  for  "butter  and  cheese 


Erom  Hew  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  May  2  • 

'BUTTER  SHORTAGE  ITEXT  FALL  IS  EOSESEEiT  -  Because  of'Trumm's  price-cutting 
•taj-k,  Anderson  put  on  ice  his  pla,n  to  peg  "butter  prices.    This  v/ould  have_ 
guarrjitced  profits  next  fall,  xiacn  production  drops,  and  sent  some  of  the 
dairy  product  into  storage.    Most  present  output  goes  right  on  the  market, 

"  ....    „•  -'^y-H^ 


Farm  Digest  905-47 


^rom.Ucw  York  Ifell  Street  Journal,  Hay  2- 

GOVIZiiMEHT  VlLY  DECIBB  IIT  JUl^  OIT  ESImIIWAL  OF  SUGAR  FUTURHS  ^RP-DIilG  - 
Washington  -  G-overnnent  oljjections  to  resumption  of  sugar  trading  on  the  ITev; 
York  Coffee  and  Sugar  Exchange  m.y  "be  lifted  "by  early  June,     This  v/as  learned 
la.st  night  after  a  meeting  'between  a  specia.l  connittcc  of  the  Exchange  and  top 
sugar  officials  of  the  Agriculture  Dcpa-rtnent,     The  meeting  was  celled  to  dis- 
cuss problems  involved  in  resuming,  sugar  trading,  suspended  when  controls 
were  imposed  on  sugar  early  in  the  war,'- 

The  Exchange  would  like  to  start  trading  in  futures  contracts  in  suge.r  on 
July  1, 


J von  Hew  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  Hay  2  - 

ECOITOHIST  SEES  FOOD  PRICES  FALLING  -  Chicago  -  All  signs  point  to  a  re- 
turn of  lov^-priccd  food,  a  clogging  of  marketing  channels  and  relatively  low 
farm  income,  Prof,  Theodore  Schultz,  hca,d  of  the  economics  department  at  the 
University  of  Chicago,  said  today. 

Professor  Schultz,  who  has  served  on  various  national  and  international 
food  advisory  committees,  said  in  an  interview  that  while  no  one  can  foretell 
the  time  tp^lilQ  on  farm  prices,   "I  "believe  tha,t  a  fairly  dra,stic  transition 
Ires  ahead." 

Asserting  that  prices  are  "exceeding  high"  now,  the  agr iculttiral  economics 
expert  added  that  they  arc  neb  "being  kept  up  "by  the  Government's  price  support 
program,   "contrary  to  the  "belief  of  some  ur"ban  people^" 

The  Chicago  professor  added  that  ^reducing  our  exports  of  cereals  and 
other  foods  w'ould  "bring  prices  dov;n,  "but  T  dou"bt  the  wisdom  of  taking  this 
step  in  view  of  the  critical  food  situation  in  so  ma-ny  parts  of  the  world*" 


EOUBTS  TURPBlTTilE  PRICE  SUPPORT  -  Although  gum  turpentine  declined  for 
the  third  successive  day  at  Savannah  yesferday  to  a  ncv/  lov;  of  69  3/4  c  per 
gallon  and  nearly  SSc/bclov/  Harch  pari'ty,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  stop  in  to  support  crude  gum  turpentine  prices  under  its  agricultural 
price  stipport  program. 

Dealers  are  not  pressing  for  it  as  recent  rises  hpve  "been  too  high  for 
healthy  volume  consumption,     0"bservers  do  feel,  hov/ever,   that  the  price  drop 
will  he  overdone  on  the  down  side  just  e.s  it  was  on  the  up  side  a  fev/  months 
ago,  ■       ■  . 

urges'  COTTOH' HAITUFACTURERS  TO  PREPARE  POR  COPiPETITIOH  -  Augusta,   (k^.,  - 
Cotton  mills  must'  develop  export  markets,  guard  against  competition  at  home 
and  find  nev/  uses  for-  their  products  if  the  present  high  rate  of  out  ~ut  is  to 
•  Idc  mainta.ined  or  increased,  Dr,  V/illiam  P,  Jacb"bs,  president,   stated  here  to- 
day at  the  opening  session  of  the  American  Cotton  Manxifactuj-er s  Association's 
annual  convention. 
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rroin  Cleveland  (Ohio)  Hews,  Apr,  26—        •  '  ^ 

ilEn'ffi'iRrPOST  BU1>JKUI«I:-  The' happy  citizens  of  llewhirrypprt,  Massachusetts, 
had  "better  have  a  g&od  time  while  their  price-cutting  "binge  lasts. 

The  mournful  morning  of  awalcening  is  coming,  -and  the  dejection  of  the 
hangover »    It  v/on' t  "be  nice,  -  . 

The  .3;Iev/"buryport  plan  sounds  terrific.    But  it  isn't- going  to  sweep  the 
nation,-    ITor  can  it  exert 'any  real  pressure  on  the  economic  situation* 

A  clever  promotional  scheme  has  put  the  name  of  the  little  Hew  England^ 
town  on  the  front  pages.  That's  a'bout  all  that  will  come  of  the  hippodrome. 
It  isnH  that  e9,sy.  to,  iron  out  the  kinks  in  bur'  system  without  pain  or  toil. 

Secretary  Clinton  Anderson' s  Agriculture  Department  kicked  the  Hev/'buryport 
theory  into  a  cocked  hat  aToout  the  same  time  the  White  House,  which  should 
know  "better  and  maylje  does  was  cheering  the  idea  on. 

The  ITev/'buryport  plan  assumes  that  prices  are  set  at  the  retail  level. 
Actually  they^rd.  fixed  "by  an  intricate  relationship  of  purchasing  po\;er,  pro- 
duction and  eniployment:,  .  -  - 

Jrom  Denver  (Colo)  Post,  Apr»  25  -  •  ' 

.    imi  Kll^Oa  G30CSES  jo ni  price- cut- MOVS' «  Denver  grocers  iri  scattered  in?- 
stances  Saturday  v/ere  joining  the  swing  to  *he  so-called  "Hew"buryport  plan" 
and  making  10  per  cent  cuts  in  some  pricen,'  But  a  majority  said,  in  their, 
opinion,,  the  reported  possihility  of  general  price  cuts  v;ere  false  and  that 
prices  actually  had  decreased  on  only  a  few  Items    —  nota'bly  on  smoked  meats, 
butter,  lard  and  soap, 

J'rom  Hewark  (IT, J,)  Hews,  Apr,  26  - 

0PP0S3  U,  S.  MILK  COHTROL;  DA.IRTiEH  IH  IvSHTIlTG  AT  SYRACUSE  POR  REGIOilAL 
REGUIATIOil  SYSiai  -  Syracuse  -  Pedcral  supervision  of  the  milk  industry  is  no 
longer  desira"ble  and  should  "be  replaced  "by  a  's3rstem  of  regional  regulation, 

Dairjrman  representing  90  per  cent  of  the  farmers  who  produce  milk  for  Hew 
York  and  ilev;  Jersey  metropolitan  area  reached  that  decision  yesterday  at  aji 
emergency  meeting  called  to  discuss  the  milk  price  situation.    Delegates  from 
farmers^  associations  of  Hew  York,  Hew  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Vermont  and 
Massachusetts  v;ore  on  hand. 

The  dairymen  have  "boon  charging  that  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson 
put  thorn  in  a  dou"blc  squeeze  "by  setting  the  farm  price  of  May  milk  for  the 
metropolitan  area  at  $4,14  a  100  pounds  compared  v/ith  'the  current  price  of 
$4,58,     They  say  they  face  financial  hardship  if  forced  to  a"bsor"b  a  third  44r-cent 
reduction  v;ithout  a  compensating  decline  in  costs.    The  reduction  will  mean  a 
1-cent  cut  in  the  quart  price  of  milk. 

It  was  reported  that  attempts  of  dairymen  to  negotiate  premium  payment 
plans  with  individual  milk  dlstri"butors  have  brought  threats  of  federal  prose- 
cution undcr,'tho  anti-trust  laws. 


Farm  Digest  905-47 


^  4  lai 


from  Colum'bus  (Ohio)  Citizen,  Apr^  26  -    .,    ^  ..,  ,  .  . 

THE,  "ITOOL  GEAB"  -  Washington  -  A  White  Houac  veto  for  the  .Vool  grab"  hill 
heing  shepherded,  through  Congress  \>y  the  "do— something-f or-wool"  "bloc  v/as 
indicated  clearly  today^ 

President'  Truman,  v/ho'  has  urged  a  dov/nward  swing  to  avert  a  possihlc  husi— 
ness  recession,  said,  flatly  at  a  news  conforencb  that  he  opposed  .&overnmcnt 
support  for  any  .farm  prod.ucts  above  the  so-called  90-pcr-cent-of-parity  formula. 

The  v;ool  price~suppprt  hill, '  according' to  opponents,  means  Government 
support  at  more  than.  100  per  cent  of  parity,',  and  would  raise  the  price  of  v/oolen 
goods  to ^Unitei  States  consumers  by  millions  of  dollars'. 


Prom  Port  Worth  ( Tex, ).  Star-Telegram,  Apr.  24 

HIGE  PEICSS  NOT  nJE' TO  FARI'I  SUPPORT  -  Editorial  -  Recent  statements  brand- 
ing government  price  supports  for  farm  products  as  the  cause  of  present  high 
food  prices  and  as  an  effective  bar  to  their  decline  arc  considerably  wide  of 
the  mark.    It  is  true  that  farm  products  have' led  the  general  pairade  of  prices 
upward,  rising  nearly  180  per  cent  since  1939,  and  that  higher  food  prices  have 
accounted  for  appro-xinately  70_pcr  cent  of  the  increase  in  living  costs  that 
'has  occurred  since  .tiip.t  time.    But  it  is  not  equally  true  that  government 
supports,  either  pushed  farm,  prices  to  their  current  high  level  or  now  arc 
ma.intrdning  them  therp,    lleither*  is  it  true  that,  there  is  no  rorim  for  a  drop 
in  the  price  of  m.ost  farm  products  before  the  government  would  have  to  step 
in  with  payments  to  bolster  the  market,' 

By  operation  of  the  parity  formula,  farm  prices  could  join  in  a-  general 
price  retreat  to  lower  levels  without  damage  to  the  farmer's  relative  purchas- 
ing pov/er.    But  a  sharp  drop  in  faaim  prices  along  could  precipitate  a  general 
business  rec(3ssion,  as  a  temporary  collapse  in  the  price  of  Vheat  was 
credited  with  doing,  in  1924,    The  need  to  call  ?  halt  to  inflation  is  for  order- 
ly price  decreases  all,  along  the  line  —  in  farm  products,  in  manufactured  goods 
and  in  high  costs  of  goverxment,  which  themselves  are  a 'main  factor  in  the 
equation  of  high  prices. 

From  Indianapolis  (ind,)  Sta.r,  Apr*  26  - 

PRICES  WILL  BE  LOITER,  IE —  Editorial  -  Arc  prices  going  to  come  down? 
Most  Americans  think  they  iin.ll.  be  lov;er  within  the  next  six  months,  according 
to  today's  Gallup  Po.ll,    If  they  are,  it  will  be  the  result  of  just  one  thing 
—  production.    Increased  and  st4ad^^  production  is  'the  only  real  answer  to  price 
rises.    And  the  only  way  to  get  higher  production  is  for  everybody  in  tiro 
country  to  sta,y  on  tlie  job  and  v/oi-k  ha.rd.     That  means  labor,  management,  fai-mers 
everybody,  '  '  .  " 

Food  prices,  too,  depend  on  production.     Our  farmers  are  still  prpducing 
record  crops  with  the  v/hcat  harvest  harvests  expected  to  bring  in  as  much  as 
1,200,000,000  bushels.    Production  abroad 'is  also  expected  to  increase,  '  If 
European  and  Asiatic  harvests  are  good,  miich  of  the  drn.in  on  our  production 
v-;ill  be  lowered  and  lower  food  prices  v/ill  result  hore^    Already  wholesale 
prices  on  about  30  food  products  have  decreased  from  their  all-tine  highs  for 
three  v/eeks  in  a  row.    This  may  be  the  turning  point  in  many  food  products 
and  could  mean  lower  prices  soon  for  all  of  us. 
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DMLY  Fmi  im-S  DIGEST-      "      ■' -TT^^^'^*  DEP/OTiEOT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
rvnv  Mflv  f)    IQLl)      ■••        •  ^  I      Office  of  Information 

(For  May  6,  1947)  ^^^^^^^  ^^^j,^,  .^^^^g  I  35,  D.C. 

I       wiAY  8  1347 

(The  nevfspaoei^s  and  magazines  from -^^/lich  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  |r|S|..,§er3^i,-e%^  Phone  Gene  %rrison  at  603I) 

Frcan  Not;  York  Times,  kaz 

'  BUI'JTING  HITS  INCRFi.SES:  NAIiffi  HEAD  BLi\lvlES  GOVERMvIENT  '  FOR  PRIGES-San 
Francisco-Government,  not  industry,  must  take  the  major  responsibility  for  - 
high  prices,  Earl  Bunting-,  presiaent  of  the  National  i^ssociation  of  ^'^anu- 
factiurers,  declared  tonight  in  speaking  at  a  rei^ional  meeting  of  the 
association,  .  .  . 

He  said  the  Government  "set  the  wage  pattern  of  10^  cents  a  year  ago, 
which  has  been  translated  into  M.gher  prices,"  that  Goverrjnent  was  "responsible 
for  an  increase  in  grain  prices,"  that  Government  "placed  a  two-year  floor 
under  the  prices  of  most  foodstuffs,"  and  that  Governm.ent  had  "coddled 
labor  unions  for  years  until  the  uncertaint;^  of  industrial  peace  is  one 
of  the  most  serious  problems  in  fijcing  costs," 

Moreover,  Mr,  Bunting  said,  Governm^^^nt  was  responsD.ble  "for  the 
most  stupendous  increase  of  all-— the  price  of ' government,  which  has  increased 
nearly  1,275  percent  over  1929. 


TRACES  HIGH  PRICES  TO  RISE  IN  MERGERS:  FTC  COMffiSSIONER  TELLS  BEER 
PARLEY  FF.IVATE  MONOPOLY  M.'iY  FORCE  GOVERKNT  ACTION-Atlantic  City-Commissioner 
Rober  H.  Freer  of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  declared  today  the  present 
high  price  level  can  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  increased  m.ergers 
of  corporations,  due  to  the  concentration  of  many  products  into  a  comparatively 
few  manufacturers'  hands. 

Addressing  the  convention  of  the  National  Beer  Miolesalers  Association, 
fe»  P'reer  told  6OO  delegates  irom  thirteen  Atlantic  states-  FTC  is  constantly 
fighting  combinations  to  control  markets  and  prices. 

He  indicated  that  if  the  Government  is  forced  to  step  in  Tdth  price 
fixing,,  it  Y/ill  be  because  the  public  interest  demands  it  as  a  result  of 
the  "operations  of  private  monopolists  for  their  ovm  selfish  interests. 


ARJ'IY  IS  CRI-TICIZSD  EOR  POTi^TO  S&LE:  13,500,000  POULDS  OF  ROTTING 
TUBERS  FDR  RELIEF,  BID  IN  AT  l6c  it  HUlvDRED  POUI^^DS-A  shipload  of  13,500,000 
pounds  of  potatoes,  marked  for  starvation  relief  in  Germany,  v/as  unloaded 
yesterday  in  Jersey  City  after  spoila^'^e  and  rot  had  set  in  on  the  trip  from 
Texas.    The  Army,  it  was  learned,  has  sold  the  shiment  to  a  domestic' commny 
thereby  drawing  cirticism  from  rotate  dealers  who  did  not  have  the  chance' to  ' 
make  a  salvage-  bid, 

_      Sale  of  the  potatoes,  at  less,  than  16  cents  a  100-bound,  to  the  Idaho 
Baking  Potato  Distributors,  Inc.,  came  to  light  yesterdav  when  another 
company  complained  of  favoritism  in  the  deal,    Capt.  Harold  Deutsch,  n^arter- 
master  Corps  salvage  officer  for  this  port,  who  handled  the  sale,  defended 
the  Army's  action  by  sajring  that  an  immediate  sale  had  to  be  made  because 
tne  potatoes  were  rapidly  decomposing  and  "the  stench  vfas  pretty  bad  "- 


Farm  Digest  925-4.7 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Conraiorcc,  Ivlay  6  — 


FOOT-MOUTH  DISEi.SE  SPREi-J)  ALARIiS  U.S.:  SEELNTEMT  OF  CONGRESS  FLOUTED 
IN  FIGHTING  MKICAN  EPIDEiaC-Amstrong-Administration  of  the  joint  United 
States  Mexican  canpaign  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  foot  and  ■inouth 
disease  in  herds  in  the  latter  country  is  "most  disturbing"  to  American 
cattlemen,  Robert  J.  Kleberg,  jr.,  manager  of  the  King  Ranch,  said  today 
in  an  analj^sis  of  the  present  program  for  control  of  the  disease  * 

Charging  that  instead  of  slaughtering  infected  herds,  and  burying 
the  carcasses  in  quicklime  on  the  premises,  as  has  been  done  in  e/ery  outbreak 
in  the  United  States,  the  cattle  are  being  paid  for  by  the  United  States 
Government  a  major  portion  then  given  to  the  Mexican  Governnient  for 
transportation  to  slaughterhouses,  Mr,  Kleberg  said,    "hardly  a  better 
method  could  have  been  devised- to  permanently  lasten  tne  aist-ast;  on 
Mexico  and  assure  its ^read  to  the  United  states." 


Erom  l^all  Street  Journal,  May  6  ~  • 

COSTLY  FEEDS'  l''.1PE  OUT  f'lUCH  OF  DAIRY  AW  POULTRY  F/iRM  PROFTTS-The 
general  farm  product  price  level  is  up  more  than  30^  in  12  months,    ^md  yet 
producers  of  chickens,  eggs,  butt  erf  at  and  milk  actually  shov/  less  real 
profit  than  during  the  vrar.. 

In  the  rrar  years,  the  price  of  a  pound  of  milk  Mrovld  buy  a  dairyman 
1.3  pounds  of  cattle  feed|  it  vrlll  nov  buy  1.2  pounds.    A  pound  of  butterfaf 
sold  during-  the  vrar  vjould  buy  nearly  26  pounds  of  feed;  it  novr  buys  lust 
over  22  pounds.  '  ^ 

y^^^^J^  poV^}'^^"f  chicken  that  bought  8,6  pounds  of  feed  during  the  v.-ar 
nov  Duys  only  / ,i    pounds,  and  the  famers  riio  grovrfyrkeys  finds  a  pound 
of  this  prime  bird  morth  only  7.7  pounds  of  feed,  compared  v/ith  11.2  pounds 
in  the  war  years. 


VEGETABLE  CANNERS  in  many  areas  plan  smaller  packs  this  year  than 
last.    Consumer  price  bucking  and  big  stocks  already  on  hand  Trorry  them. 


FARM  HANDS    mil  be  at  a  prmium  this  month.    May  normally  brings 
a  jump  in  farm  employment,    ^ut,  vath  non  farr.i  jobs  extremely  plentiful, 
"hands"  'are  going  to  be  hard  to  cune  oy  this  spring.    In  Neuraska  farm  laborers 
already  get,  ^1^0  a  month,  plus  room  and  board.    They've  come  a"  long  vay 
since  they  earned  $10  a  m-:nth  in  thb'  dark  1930«s.  ■ 


•    TENANT  RmiUNG  vranes  in  Dixje's  cotton  land.    Cotton  tenant  f-rmers 
totaled  525,000  in  19A0.    ^y  last  year,  there  were  o^ly  -^00,000.  :  Behind' the 
shift:    better  paying-  jobs  elsev^here,  ■ 
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Pron  Milv/aulccG  (^"fis.)  Journal,  Apr\  28  -  ■  .        •  "  "  '  .''  ■  -         C  , 

BUYHER' S  PERIOr  COMING,  YISF-'"-.- The' long  awaitOGi  ■""buyer'  s  narkot"  in 
foods  is  not  far  off,  it  -was  iridi'caf Dd  Sundajr  af  the  annual  Wisconsin  food 
industry  confer  once,  ■  .  i,- 

The  cpnforGncc  was  narked  iDy  inci-^as'ed  interest  im merchandising  pro"l>- 
lens  "by  food'  retailers,'  in  confirqst  to  war  years  when  thb  "big  prolDlom  was 
replenishing  depleted  stocks. 

The  present  price-  cutting  trend  in  the  industry  a,lso  was  taken  as  an 
indication  that  the  "seller's  market"  is  drawing- to  -an  end*. 

Joseph  Gtetlin,  advertising  manager  for  -the' Rr.lston  Purina  Co*  ,  St,_ 
Louis,   told  the  conference-  that  the  price -.cutting 'trOnd  v/as  unsound -"be cause 
it  w^^is  not  hascd  on  price  cuts  hy  manufactiiTiGrs;  jothers --and  wholesalers. 

Any  attempt  to  aut  high  food  prices  must  start  at  the  manufacturers' 
end,  he  said,  adding  that'  imanufacturcrs  arc  trying  to  tring  atiout  a  general 
reduction  in  prices,'  but  their  efforts' have  not  "been  very  successful  "because 
of  high  labor' and  overhead*  . 

From  Port  ¥orth  (Texas,)  Star-Tclegrqm,  Apr,  28  - 

HIGH  JOOD  PHICOSS  AlTD  IITITATIOIT  CUSBS  -  EditoriaJ  -  President  Truman 
logically  has  attributed  high  food  prices  to  the  unprcecjicnted  purchasing 
poxi/cr  of  the  fully-employed  American  people  and  the  undue  demand  of  war- 
deva,statcd  countries  rather  than  the  government  policy  of  supporting  farm 
prices,'  -  On  the  other  hand,   the  prcsid-cnt  contended  that- the  floor  un-dcr  farm 
prices,  assured  by  the  government's  support  policy,  has  been  responsible  for 
the  71  per  cent  rise  in  physical  volume  of  farm  production  since  1929, 

Tliis  output  of  food  and  fiber  was  a  shining  achievement  of  the  ;^rar 
period,  and  has  enabled  the  United  States  to  extend  postwar  foreign  relief 
while  its  own  people  were  the  best  fed  in  the  world.    The  president  reasonably 
has' appealed' for  sustained' farm  production  for  another  year,  when  the  farmers 
will  have  the  insurance  of  price  support,     Curren:tly,  this  aid  is  being  ex- 
tended only  to  potato  growers,  ' and  prices  of  other  farm  crops  are  well  above 
the  point  where  they  would  be  accorded  support,  . 

Yet  it  is  hardly  probably  that  food  production  can.  or -will  be  ■  increased 
to  the  point  in  this  country  where  supply  alone  would  be  effective  in  reducing 
prices  of  food  that  are  too  high  for  the  Anerican  people,    Kor  does  the 
president  neot  the  problem  of  inflationary  living  costs  in  his  coamont  that 
food  prices  v;ould  be  considerably  higher  but  .f  or..  th(?  .vo:iume  of  farm'. pro  duct  ion* 

Prom  Lou.isville  (Ky,)  Times,  Apr,  28  -  •■  '.  .  . 

RUTAIL-IRS  HSLPLSSS  -  Editorial  -  Retailers  operate  under  limitations. 
They  cannot  reduce  prices  unless  basic  coyimodities  come  down.    Producers  of 
basic  commodities -and  thoir  er.iployes  remain  under  the  illusion  that  increased 
pay  v/ill  solve  thei);  problem.    Producers  keep  prices  up;  or  increase;. then. 
Their  prices  a,re  reflected  in  consumer  prices  which  .a.r(3.  in  turn  reflected  in 
further  demands  by -employes  who  find  living  cost  ..threatening  , their  . gains. 

Competition  in  the  reta,il  field  is  a  fa,ctop- in  price- shaVing,--  A  desire 
to  create  good  will  anima-tos  retailers,  but  price  reform  depends  upon  such 
commodities  as  steel;  commodities  on  which  the  whole  structure  of  nr.nuf acturcs 
depends. 
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Jron  South  Bend  (inrl.)  TrilDunc,  Apr;  28.-^.  .  '  ■• 

AliIGHS01''S  PaOGSAM  ^-  ::]ditori-al  -  "Hid' long  r'pjisc  farn  pro"raj.i  of  cihvjy- 
dance"  propo-scd  "by  Secretary  of  A^";riculture  Clinton  -P.  Anderson  would  sliiit 
the  OLTphasis  fron  sulisid-ics  to  farncrs  to  subsidies,  -in  effect,  to  '^ooosi;  the 
food  buying  pov.'cr  of  the  poor,"    The  latter  aspect  of  it  is  not  conplctcly 
unique,     Tlic  food  stanp  plan  during  tlic  great  pre-world  war  II  depression 
and,   to  sonc  extent,  the  school  lunch  prograxi  that  has  "been  in  operation  for 
sonc  tine  coric  readily  to  nind  in  this  connection.    The  Anderson  idea  for  a. 
long-range  arrangcncnt  is  "a.  surplus  distribution  prograr.i  of  perhaps  sonc  sort 
of  a  food  allotment,  a,vailaTDlG  at  all  tines,  sonetliin^-  flexilDlc  enou.^h  to  ncct 
"both  chronic  and. acute"  fihortages  of  "buying  po^s^cr. 

Secretary  Anderson  is-  not  proposing  elininca'tion  of  the  farn  price 
support  systcn  "by  which  the  federa.i  govcrni-icnt  is  uhder  a  statutory  o1:liga,tion 
to  divert  tax  proceeds  to  keep  prices  aToovc  ccrta,in  levels,    -His  purpose  in 
proposing  this  long  range  progran  is  to  forestall  any  nore  cxpcrinonts  v/ith 
governncnt  control  of  farn  production  to  keep  it  in  line  with  the  dcna.nd 
as  estahlished  "by  puhlic  "buying  power,  . 

Fron  Detroit  (Mich.)  Fcws,  Apr,  25  - 

.GAi^xIUD  K)OD  BACEIHG  UP  -  Editorial  -  Business  in  nany  places  and 
particularly  in  food  lines  has  "been  quick  to  lend  itself  to  the  lTew'b\ir:,'port 
plan  ^^^herc'by  pricos  in  a,  connunity  arc  cut  10  per  cent  across  the  board. 

One  rca.son;     The  greatest  acctmulation  of  canned  food  in  history  for 
this  sea,son  of  the  year  now  lies  in  packer  pjid  distri'butor  warehouses  — 
200,000,000  causes  as  of  Ma.rch  1,  or  half  again  as  large  as  last  year's  figure* _ 

riorcovcr,   the  new  fru.it  and  vegcta."ble  pack  is  expected  to  total  about 
513,000,000  cases,  p.s  against  the  last  prewar  year's  production  of  285,000,000, 

The  "back  pressure  of  retailor  on  wholesaler  had  in  fact  "beguji  to  tell, 
"before  the  llew'buryp or t  dcnonstration.    Prices  for  a,  nonth  have  "been  dropping 
on  overstocks  and  cffbrands. 

To  case  the  decline,  to  keep  prices  fron  a  v/ide-open  "break  is  the  nost 
ordinary  business  wisdon.     Subscribing  to  horizontal  price  cuts  is  v/orthwhilc 
if  only  because  it  nakes  e.  virtue  of  ultino.te  necessity. 


Jron  Kansas  City  (Mo,)  Tines,  Apr.  28—' 

* 

LOOKIITG-  TO  TH2  PABM  rUTUES  -  Bditorial  -  With  the  hearings  tinder  way 
before  the  Hotisc  a.gri cultural  conriittcc  locking -forward  to  a  long-range  farn 
price  support  progran,  it   is  being  stated  enphatically  that  the  scarcity  theory 
that  na.rkcd  the  prograns  of  the  '  oOs  is  not  even  being  considered  by  the  plan- 
ners. 

The  wartine  period  denonstratcd  that  a  busy,  well-paid  Anericpji  can 
consninc  just  abov.t  all  the  food  our  f.arns  can  produce^  Farn  production  during 
the  war  reached  new  pealcs,  yet  all  and  nore  were  needed. 

The  enphasis  in  the  plans  for  a  new  progran,  therefore,  will  be  v/herc 
it  obviously  should  be  —  on  sustaining  dcnand  for  farn  products  rather  than  on 
nethods  of  controlling  production'  to  fit  denand. 
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From  New  York  Times,  May  6  -  _        .     ^  ^ 

•BUIITING' HITS  INCREjISES:  NAlffi  HEAD  BLMIES  GOVERNlvIENT  FOR  PKICES-San 
Erancisco-Government,  not  industry,  must  take  the  major  responsibility  for 
high  prices,  Earl  Bunting,  president  of  the  National  ^association  of  ^'manu- 
facturers,, declared  tonight  in  speaking  at  a  re.^^ionai  meeting  of  the 
association,  ^ 

He  said  the  Government  "set*  the  -v.age  pattern  of  ISf  cents  a  year  ago, 
which  has  been  translated  into  higher  prices," • that  Goverrjuent  was  "responsible 
for  an  increase  in  grain  prices,"  that  Government  "placed  a  tvro-year  floor 
under  the  prices  of  most  foodstuffs,"  and  that  Government  had  "coddled 
labor  unions  for  years  until  the  uncertainty  of  industrial  peace  is  one 
of  the  most  serious  problems  in  fjjcing  costs," 

Moreover,  Mr,  Bunting  said,  Govermaent  v^as  responsible  "for  the 
most  stupendous  increase  of  all- — the  price  of  government,  r^hich  has  increased 
nearly  1,275  percent  over  1929 f 


TRACES  HIGH  PRI.CES  TO  RISE  IN  MERGERS:  FTC  COM.ffSSIONER  TELLS  BEER 
PARLEY  FF.TVATE  MONOPOLY  MY  FORCE  GOVERNMENT  i.CTION-AtlaJitic  City-Commissioner 
Rober  H,  Freer  of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  declared  today  the  present 
high  price  level  can  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  increased  mergers 
of  corporations,  due  to  the  concentration  of  many  products  into  a  com.paratively 
few  manufacturers'  hands. 

Addressing  the  convention  of  the  National  Beer  Yliolesalers  Association, 
Ifr,  Freer  told  6OO  dele.^^ates  lirom  thirteen  Atlantic  states  FTC  is  constantly 
fighting  combinations  to  control  markets  and  prices^ 

He  indicated  that  if  the  Government  is  forced  to  step  in  vjith  price 
fixing,  it  will  be  because  the  public  interest  demands  it  as  a  result  of 
the  "operations  of  private  monopolists  for  their  own  selfish  interests. 


Am.iY  IS  CKITICIZ15D  K)R  POTi^TO  S4LE:  13,500,000  POUvDS  OF  ROTTING 
TUBERS  K)R  RELIEF,  BID  IN  AT  l6c  k  HUNDRED  POUIMDS-A  shipload  of  13,500,000 
pounds  of  potatoes,  marked  for  starvation  relief  in  Germany,  to.s  unloaded 
yesterday  in  Jersey  City  after  spoilage  and  rot  had  set  in  on  the  trip  from 
Texas,    The  Army,  it  was  learned,  has  sold  the  shiment  to  a  domestic  comr^any 
thereby  dravang  cirticism  from  potato  dealers  who  did  not  have  the  chance' to 
make  a  salvage  bid,  ,.   -  .  "  ' 

p  1  -  potatoes,  at  less  than  16  cents  a  100-pound,  to  the  Idaho 

Baking  Potato  Distributors,  Inc.,,  came  to  light  yesterdav  when  another 
company  complained  of  favoritism  in  the  deal,    Capt.  Harold  Deutseh,  n^arter- 
master  Corps  salvage  officer  for  this. port,  who  handled  the  sale,  defended 
the  Army's  action  by  saying  that  an  immediate  sale  had  to  be  made  because 
the  potatoes  were  rapidly  decomposing  and  "the  stench  was  pretty  bad  "  - 
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From  N.Y.  Journal  of  ConmorcG,  May  6  — 

FOOT-MOUTH  DISEASE  SPRE.'J3  ALARIIS  U.S.:  SEE  INTEMT  OF  CON  (BESS  FLOUTED 
IN  JIGHTING  MKICiJvI  EPIDEiaC-Amstrong-Administration  of  the  joint  United 
States  Mexican  campaign  .for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  foot  and  mouth 
disease  in  herds  in  the  latter  country  is  "most  disturbing"  to  American 
cattlemen,  Robert  J,  Kleberg,  jr..,  manager  of  the  King  Ranch,  said  today 
in  an  analysis  of  the  present  program  for  control, of  the  disease. 

Charging  that  instead  of  slaughtering  infected  herds,  and  burying 
the  carcasses  in  quicklime  on  the  premises,  aS  has  been  done  in  e/ery  outbreak 
in  the  United  States,  the  cattle  are  being  paid  for  by  the  United  States 
Government  a  major  portion  then  given  to  the  Mexican  Governinent  for 
transportation  to  slaughterhouses,.  Mr,  Kleberg  said,    "hardly  a  better 
method  could  ha.ve  been  devised  to  permanently  fasten  the  aisease  on 
Mexico  and  assure  its ^read  to  tne  United  States," 


Erom  .Wall  Street  Journal,  May  6  ~ 

COSTLY  FEEDS  Y.IPE  O'UT  J'^UCH  OF  DAIRY  AMD  POULTRY  F/iRM  PROKTTS-Tho 
general  farm  product  price  level  is  up  more  than  30^  in  12  months.    And  yet 
producers  of  chickens,  eggs,  butterfat  and  milk  actually  show  less  real 
profit  than  during  the  war.. 

In  the  war  years,  the  price  of  a  pound  of  milk  would  buy  a  dairyman 
1.3  pounds  of  cattle  feed|  it  mil  novf  buy  1.2  pounds,    A  pound  of  butterfat 
sold  during  the  ..war  would  buy  ne^irly  26  pounds  of  feed;  it  nov.^  buys  lust 
over  22  pounds, 

„™  chicken  that  bought  8.6  pounds  of  feed  during  the  v;ar 

noi/  Duys  only  /.i    pounds,  and  the  farmers  who  grow  turkeys ' finds  a  pound 

of  this  prime  bird  vrarth  only  7.7  pounds  of  feed,  compared  with  11.2  pounds 

in  the  war  years. 


•  VEGETABLE  CANNERS  in  many  areas  plan  smaller  packs  this  year  than 
last.    Consumer  price  bucking  and  big  stocks  already  on  hand  worry  them. 


FARM  HANDS    mil  be  at  a  premium  this  month.    May  normally  brings 
a  jump  in  farm  employment,'    ^u.t,  vath  non  fariii  jobs  extremely  plentiful, 
"hands"  are  going  to  be  hard  to  cume  oy  this;  spring.    In  I^ei^raska  farm  laborers 
already  get  |140  a  month,  plus  room  and  board.    They've  come  a  long  ray 
since  they  earned  .^10  a  n.^nth  in  the  dark  I930»s. 


,  TENA^iT  R'd^IUNG  Y^anes  in  Dixje'.s 
totaled  525,000  in  1940,  ^y  last  year 
shift:     Better  payin.?:  jobs  elsewhere,. 


cotton  land.    C-^tton  tenant  farmers 
there  were  only  300,000.    Behind  the 
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Iron  Milvra-ukcG  (¥is,)  Journal.,-  Apr^  28  -  \,.  . 

BUYEH' S-= PERIOD  ■  COMIUG,  VIElf  -  The-' long  awai  tccV:  "Mycr' s  narket"  in 
■foods  is  not  far.  off,  it  was  indicatcji  Sunday  at-  the  annual  Wisconsin  food 
■.  intlustry  •confer oncp«  .■■■•jy.  '  ' 

The  confctence- was  marked  "by  ifhcreg.sed  interest  in  merchandising  proT3- 
lens  Tdv  food  retailers,  in  contrqst1;0'. war  years  when  the  hig  -p^ohlon  v/as 
.replenishing  depleted  stocks,  ■•  • 

.  :.. ,     Thc  present  price  cutting  trehd.  in' the  industry  also  was  taken  as  an 
indication  that  the  "seller's  market"  is  drawing  to  an  end^ 

Joseph  Gctlin,  advertising  manager  for  the  BrJston  Purina  Co.,  St,_ 
Louis,   told  the  conference  that  the  price  •cutting  trend  was  unsound  hccause 
it  wr\s  not  l)ascd  on  price  cuts  hy  manufacturers,  johljors  and  wholesalers. 

Any  attempt  to  out  high  food  prices^  must  start  at  the  manufacturers' 
end,  he  said,  adding  that -manufacturers  arc  trying  to  "bring  ahout  a  general 
reduction  in  prices,  hut  their  efforts  have  not  "been  very  successful  hecause 
of  high  Ir.hor-  and  overhead*,  •  .  •■ 

Prom  Port  ¥orth  (Texas,)  Star-Telegrqm,  Apr,  28  - 

HIGH  POOD  PHICES  AlTD  lilPIATIOIT  CU5BS  -  Editorial  -  President  Trunan 
logicpJly  has  attrilsutpd  high,  food  prices  to'  the  unprecedented  purchasing 
power  of  the.  fully- employed  American  people  and  -the  tmdue  demand  of  'war- 
,  devastated  countries  rather  than  the  government  policy  of  supporting  farm 
prices.    On  the  other  hand,  the  president  contended  tha,t  the  floor  un^der  farm 
prices,  .  assured  "by  the  government's  support  policy,  has  hecn  responsihle  for 
the  71  per  cent  rise  in  physical  voluxie.  of  farm  production  siiice  1929, 

This  output  of  food  and  fiher  was  a  shining  .achievement  of  the  war 
period,  and' ha, s  cna "bled  the  United  States  to  extend  postwar  foreign,  relief 
while  its  own  people  were  the  hest  fed  in  the  world.    The  president  reasonahly 
has  appealed  for  sustained  farm iprpduction  for  another  year,  when  the  farmers 
will  have  the  insurance  of  price  support,     p.urreni;ly,  this  . aid  is  heing  ex- 
tended only  , to  potato  growers,  and  prices  of  other  farm  crops  are  well  above 
the,  point :  where  they  would  he  accorded  support^ 

Yet  it  is^hardly  prohahly.  that  food  production  can.  or 'Will  he  ifioreased 
to  the  point  in  this  country  v;here  supply  alone  would-  he  effective  in  redixcing 
prices  of  food  that  are  too  high  for  the  American  people*    ITor  does  the 
president  meet  the  prohlem  of  inflationary  living  costs  in  his  comment  that 
food  prices  v/ould  he  considera,hly  higher  hut  for  the  volume  of  farm  production. 

Prom' Louisville  (Ky.)  Tines,.  Apr,  28  -  ...       ...        ■ ...  , 

,  .  RETAILERS  HELPLESS  ~  Editorial  -  Retailers  operate  under- .limitations. 
They  cannot  reduce  prices  unless  hasic  commodities  come  dov/n.    Producers  of 
"basic  commodities  and  their  employes  remain  under  -the  iXlusion  that  increased 
pa-j'"  v;ill  solve  their  prohlem.    Producers  keep  prices  up-,  or  d;ncrea5!.G  them. 
Their  prices  a,rc  reflected  in  cons\amer  prices  whicpi  are  in-:turn  reflected  in 
further  demands *hy  employes  who  find  living  cost ^threatening  their  gains, 
..      .  .Competition  in  the  retail  field  is  a  factor  .in  price- shaving,    A  desire 
to  create  good  will  animates  retailers,  hut  pri  cere  form  depends  upon  such 
cor.iraoditics  as  steel;  commodities  on  which  the  whole  structure  of  manufactures 
depends,  ... 
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Fron  South  Bend  (ind.)  Triliunc,  Apr.  28.-      .  ■  \ 

AlTIEESOr^'S  ■PHOGRA.M     >:!;ditorial  -  "^lic  lone  rpjige  farn  proj-ran  of  aUm- 
dance"  proposed  "by  Secretary  of  Ar^rictO-turc  Clinton       Anderson  would  shift  [ 
the  cr.TphG.sis  fron  suhsidics  to  farncrs  to  sulDsidics,  in  effect,   to  "ooost  the  ! 
food  "buying  pov/er  of  the  poor*  "    Tlic  latter  aspect  of  it  is  not  conplctcly 
unique.     The  food  stanip  plan  during  the  great  pre-world  war  II  depression 
and,   to  sonc  extent,  the  school  lunch  prograr.i.  that  has  teen  in  opcratinn  for 
sone  tine  cone  readily  to  nind  in  this  connection.    The  Anderson  idea  for  a 
long-range  arrangcnent  is  "a,  surplus  distribution  prograii  of  perhaps  sonc  eort 
of- a  feed  allotncnt,  a-vailahle  at  all  tines,  sonetliing.  f Icxihle  enou.^jh  to  nect 
"both  chronic  and  acute"  shortages  of  "buying  power. 

Secretary  Anderson  is  not  proposing  clininp-tion  of  the  farn  price 
support  systen  "by  which  the  federal  govcrnr^icnt  is  under  a  statutory  o'cligation 
to  divert  te.x  proceeds  to  keep  prices  aToovc  certain  levels*    His  purpose  in 
proposing  this  long  range  pro^ran  is  to  forestall  any  more  experinonts  v;ith 
.governncnt  control  of  farn  production  to  keep  it  in  line  with  the  denand 
as  cstahlished  "by  public  buying  power, 

Fron  Detroit  (Mich.)  I'ews,  Apr,  25  - 

GAl^ilUD  FOOD  BAGICIiTG  UP  _  Sditorial  -  Business  in  nany  places  and 
particulcj-ly  in  food  lines  has  been  quick  to  lend  itself  to  the  ilcwbur^-port 
plan  whereby  prices  in  a  connunity  arc  cut  10  per  cent  across  the  board. 

One  reason;     The  greatest  a,ccunulation  of.  canned  food  in  history  for 
this  season  of  the  year. now  lies  in  packer  and  distributor  warehouses  — 
200,000,000  cases  p,s  of  March  1,  or  half  again  as  large  as  last  year's  figurc»_ 

Moreover,   the  new  fruit  and  vegetable  pack  is  expected  to  total  about 
513,000,000  cases,  as  against  the  last  prewar  year's  production  of  285,000,000^ 

The  back  pressure  of  rctcailcr  on  wholesaler  had  in  fa,ct  be.';^un  to  tell 
before  the  llcwburyport  denonstration.    Prices  for  a  nonth  have  been  c^jropiJirg 
-on  overstocks  and  offbrands. 

To  case  the  decline,  to  keep  prices  fron  a  v/ide-open  break  is  the  nost 
ordinary  business  wisdon.     Subscribing  to  horizontal  price  cuts  is  v;orthwhilc 
if' only  because  it  nakcs  a  virtue  of  ultinate  necessity. 


Fron  Kansas  City  (Mo,)  Tines,  Apr.  28  - 

LOOKIITG-  TO  TKI]  FADM  FUTUE3  -  Editorial  -  With  the  hearings  imder  way 
before  the  House  agricultural  connittce  looking  forward  to  a  long-range  farn 
price  support  progran,   it   is  being  stated  enphatically  that  the  scarcity  theory 
•that  narked  the  prograns  of  the  ' oOs  Is  not  even 'being  considered  by  the  plan- 
ners, •     ...  .   ■  ^ 

The  wartinc  period  denonstrated  that  a  busy,  well-paid  Anericpji  can 
consTLnc  just  abovit  -all  the  food  our  farns  can -produce^  Farn  production  during 
the  v;ar  reached  new  peal<:s,  yet  all  and  nore  were  needed. 

The  enphasis  in  the  plans  for  a  new  progran,  '  therefore,  will  be  v/herc 
it  obviously  should  be  — ' on ' sustaining  denand  for  farn  products  rather  than  on 
ncthods  of  controlling  production  to  fit  denand. 
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(The  newspapers'  and:  magazines  from  which  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  aUk.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  Nevir  York  Times,  May  7  -        '  ' 

KAHN  SEES  ADVANCE  IN  PRICES  CHECKED  s  TELLS  nETivii.  GjluUP  iW  DETROIT 
FROM  NOW  ON  REDUCTION  SHOULD  BE  POSblbLE-Detroit-It  aupears  eviaent  tnat 
retailers  have  succeeded  in  stopping  tlie  upvard  movement  of  prices  ana  from 
thispoint  it  should  be  possible  gradually  to  bring  about  a  reduction,  Lew  mhn, 
president  of  the  National  Retail  Dry  Goods  Association  said  today  at  a  meeting 
here  of  the  Retail  Merchants  Association, 

"At  this  moment,  however,"  Fr.  Hahn  added,  "we  cannot  be  sure  that 
the  forv;ard  movement  of  prices  may  not  be  resumed.    Some  mariufacturers  have 
canceled  proposed  price  increases  and  are  waiting  to  determine  whether  or  not 
price  rises  vdll  become  necessary," 


U.S.  URGED  TO  KEEP  MUR  EXPORT  CURB:  MOVE  WOUXD  INSURE  CAPACITY 
OP^ATION  OF  I'lILLS  IN  ,H7-'A8,  FDER/iTION  IS  TOLD-Chicago-Extension  of  Govern- 
ment export  controls  beyond  June  30  T.as  urged  today  to  insure  capacity  operations 
in  United  States  flour  mills  during  the  1947-48  crop  year.    Atherton  Bean  of  . 
Minneapolis,  vice  president  of  the  International  Milling  Com.pany,  informed  the 
Millers  National  Federation  in  convention  here  that  heavy  shipments  of  flour 
abroad  would  be  assured,  at  least  for  the' next  year,'  if  controls  were  continued. 
American  labor,  farmers  and  the  milling  industry  vrould  benefit  by  the  move, 
he  declared, --J   '  ■ 


BRITAIN  DHNG  OF  STARVATION,  EKPERT  ON  NUTRITION  STATES-London-Britain 
is  a  nation  slowly  dying  of  starvation,  Dr.  Franklin  Bicknell,  member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  and  noted  nutritionist,  asserted  today  in  an  article  in 
The  Medical  Press,  one  of  the  major  organs  of  the  medical  profession. 

Dr.  Bicknell  said  that  the  average  Englisliman  consuraed  no  more  than 
2,100  calories  a  day,  instea.d  of  the  minimum  of  3^000  that  he  held  to  be  necessary. 
He  added  that  Britain  v/as  the  "worst  fed  nation  in  western  Europe — including 
Germany, 


RUSSIANS  INCREilSE  CROPS:  MDTOACTIVE  ELEI'T^NTS  SAID  TO  aWS  CAUSED  RISE- 
IN-  YIELDS-London-The  Moscow  radio  said  todajr  that  Russian  a/^icult  urist  had 
increased  the  yield  of  rubber  plant .and- sugar  beet  harvests  by  the  use  of  radio- 
active elements.    Quoting  Alexander    Vinogradov  director  of  the  Geochemistry 
Institute  the  broadcaster  said  experiments  had -shovfn  "radioactive  elements  raise 
the  harvest  jd-eld,  accelerate  blossoming  and  ripening  of  plants  and  increase  the 
car'bohydrait'.e  content."    A  sugar  beet  harvest  "rose  from  155  to  175  hundredweight, 
while  the  sugar  content  increased  from  14  to  22  percent,"  he  said,  after  beets 
Tirere  subjected  to  the  action  of  radioactive  elements. 


Farm  Digest  935-47 


-2- 


From  N.Y.  Journal- of  Commerce,  May  7  - 

SUGAR  QUOTA  RISE  SOUGHT  K3R  CUBA-Yfeshington-Secretary  Anderson  has 
asked  Congress  to  reviev/  the  sugar  quota  law  T.dth  a  vIgt/  to  a  possible  increase 
in  the  Cuban  share  of  the  United  States  market. 

In  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate;  and  Speaker  of  the  ^onse-, 
the  Agricultural  Secretary  urged  early  hearings  although  c-uotas  have  been 
suspended  since  1942  and  ^dyrson  said  he  regards,  it  as  "extremely  doubtful" 
they  T/ill  be  needed  before  19/+9. 

The  act  establishes  fi:xed  shares  of  the  American  market  for  sugrr 
exporting  nations  and  for  the  beet  and  cane  producing  areas  of  this  country'--. 
"  Its  purpose  i/vas    to  stabilize  the  price  of  sugar. 

The  quotas — the  amount  of  the  market  allotted  to  various  dom.estic 
and  foreign  producers — vrere  suspended  during  the  rar  because  of  the  Tiorld 
shortage  of  sugir,  ^  ■ 


KLGH  PRICES  L;j:D  TO  US  GR/JN  BUnNG-Washington-The  Administration  x-as 
today  charged  in  Congress  with  responsibility  for  bringing  about  high  price 
levels.  . 

The  ■  accusation  v^as,.made  by  Representative  Augtist  K,  Andresen  (Rep. 
Minn.)  v/ho  declared  that  Y;hile  the  /drrdnistration  was  appealing  to  business 
to  slash  prices,  it  had  itself  contributed  to  the  inflationary;"  spiral  by 
"ill-timed  and  reckless  buying"  of  grains  and  other  foods  for  shipment  abroad. 


GR.^IN  TRilNSPORTATION  SITU..TION  BEST  IN  YEARS-Tashington-The  Office 
of  Defense  Transportation  announced  today  that  the  United  States  is  now,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  1947  grain  season,  in  a  better  position  mth  respect  to 
transportation  of  the  new  grain  crop"  than  'in  any  year  since  1944. 


URGES  TURPEMTINE  LOAN    PROGPJvlvi-Savannah-Harvey  Langdale,  president 
of  the  American  Turpentine  Farraers  i^ssociation,  announced  touay  his  organization 
would  seek  restoration  of  the  Goverrjirient  loan  program  on  turpentine  and  rosin«  • 


SOUTH  NEEDS  NITR/lTES-A  Journal  of  Commerce  survey  of  the  cotton  belt 
indicates  that  in  all  sixteen  Southern  -States  nitrate  fertilizers  are  approximately 
20  percent  short  of  the  requirements  of  cotton  farmers.    Potash,  on  the' other 
h^nd,  is  in  easier  supply  only  Alabama  and  North  Carolina  reported  ^shorta^es. 


Frcm  flail  Street  Journal^  May  7  - 

TWO  MORE  COMP/iJIES  AMNOUI  CE  PRICE  CUT3-T^..^o  companies  announced  price 
reductions  on  their  lines  yesterday.    Matheny  &  Bacon,  Inc.  of  Seattle,  one 

of  the  largest  building  supplies  in  the  ■  Nor  threes  t,  announced  they  were  cutting 
prices  of  new  building  material  by  25%  to  50%.    The  comparysaid  their  lumber  vdll 
go  down  by  $6  to  |14  a  thous^md  feet. 

The  Electric  Hose  &  Rubber  Co.  of  Wilmington,  Del.  reduced  prices  by 
an  average  of  18.3^  on  its  entire  line. 
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From  Memphis  (Tenn, )  Commercial  Appeal,  Apr,  29  - 

IICE3ASS  IIT  COTTOIT  FROM  EGIPT  IS  ASKED;  TARIFF  GROUP  URGES  50  PERCSHT 
QJJOTA  BOOST  -  Washington  -  A  '50  per  cent  increase  in  the  quota  for  importa- 
tion of  Egyptian  cotton  into  this  country  has  Tseen  recommended  "by  the  Tariff 
Commission,  it  was  learned  Monday,  • 

The  commission,   in  its  report  to  President  T'riiman,  recommended  a  quota 
for  the  next  cotton  year  of  23,000,000  pounds,  an  increase  of  roughly  50  per 
cent  over  the  present  quota, 

,  Although  the  report  is  classified  as  "confidential"'  until  it  is  released 
"by  the  '..liite  House,   it  was  understood  that  officials  of  the  Department  of 
Agricultujre  are  studying  it  now.     Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  will  use 
this  stjidy  as  the  "basis  for  his  recommendations  to  President  Truman, 

It  is  regarded  as  almost  certain  tliat  Secretary  Anderson  will  oppose 
any  such  ls,rge  increase  as  recommended. 

The  Tariff  Commission' s  recoiimendation  was  the  result  of  a  one-day 
hearing  several  weeks  ago  on  the  petition  of  certain  cotton  importers  and  mill 
interests  for  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  E^rptian  imports. 


From  Ft,  Ijayne  (ind, )  Journal-Gazettei,  Apr.  30  - 

LUI'IBER  DSAiuDRS  SkY  BUILDIIIG.  BOOH  FIZZLED  *-  A  "building  "boom  which  many 
people  e^cpected  this  year  has  failed  to  materialize,  according  to  mem"bers  of 
the  Liimher  and  Supply  Dealers  Clu"b  which  met  yesterday.    The  figures- to  date 
for  the  current  year  are  running  "behind  those  of  last  year  for  the  same  period, 
it  was  said.    Many  items  needed  in  huilding  are  still  hard  to  get  and  un-> 
favora"blc  v/eather  was  thought  to  "be  a  factor. 


•From  Tampa  (Fla.)  Tri"buno,  Apr,  30  -  '  ' 

i-'IASTL^R  CITRUS  BRA-lID  SIMILAR  TO  'SUNKIST'  P'  OPOSED  FOE  FLORIDA.  -  Lakelandw- 
A  revolutionary 'plan  to  set  up  a  Florida  citrus  faster  hra,nd"  \\'ith  slightly 
higher  maturity  standards  to  "be  promoted  "by  increased  advertising  taxes,  was 
proposed  at  a  meeting  of  the  industry's  powerful  legislative  committees  hero 
today,  .  ' 

With  a  name  for  the  all-Florida  "brand  still  to  "be  found,  the  idea  is  to 
push  a  "brand  of  Florida  citrus  in  the  same  way  California  has  promoted  "sun- 
kist"  oranges^  ' 

Tlie  committees  will  meet  here  again  Monday  afternoon  to  decide  what,  if 
any,  formal  legislation  will  "be  presented  to 'the  current  session  of  the  legis- 
lature "based  on  the  plan  offered  today. 

Advocates  of  higher  maturity  laws  won .a  point  in  recommending' that  the 
master  "brand  of  oranges  have  a  minimum  solids  content  of  8,7  per  cent  for 
"both  natural  and  color-added  fruit.    Minimum  solids  percentage  on  natural 
color  oranges  is  now  7,5  for  color-added. 

To  exploit  and  promote  the  new  "brand,  which  could  "be  used  optionally 
"by  the  state's  citrus  shippers,  the  plan  would  raise  the  advertising  tax  on 
or^'nges  from  tv/o  cents  to  three  cents  per  "box  and  on  grapefruit  from  three 
cents  to  fottr  cents  per  "box* 
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From  Cincinnati  (Ohio)  Times-Star,  Apr,  30  - 

VHAT  ABOUT  PRICES?  -  Editorial  -  Pessimists  complain  that  the  capw 

paign  for  lov;er  prices  at  the  retail  level  is  suggestive  of  King  Canute's 
order  to  the  waves.     The  retailer  can  point  to  high  v/holesale  prices,  the 
wholesaler  points  to  high  manufacturing  prices  and  the  manufacturer  points 
to  high  lalDor  costs  and  lov/  lalDor  output.     Tq  cut  through  this  endless  and 
futile  round  the  Senate-House  Committee  on  the  economic  report  announces 
that  it  will  study  the  problem  of  high  prices  and  will  concentrate  upon  high 
farm  and  food  prices^       ■  ■  _ 

All  the  excitement  over  the  Uewhuryport  Plan  igncsrcs  the  fact  that  farm 
and  "basic  food  prices  are  the  worst  devil  of  the  piece.    Since  1S39,  for 
example,  iron  and  steel  prices  have  gone  up  ahout  30  per  cent,  or  less  than 
wages.     General  commodity  prices,  apart  from  food,  have  risen  ahout  60  per 
cent,    Jood  prices  are  up  140  per  cent  and  farm  prices  180  per  cent,  Pood 
costs  are  rcsponsihle  for    70  per  cent  of  the  climh  in  the  cost  of  living 
since  the  heginning  of  1946, 

The  jjoint  Congressional  committee  will  try  to  do  two  things:  discover 
the  causes  of  high  farm  and  food  prices  and  see  what  can  "be  done  to  'bring 
them  down.    The  prolDlem  of  cause  is  the  .topic  of  a  hoi;  controversy,  Ma,ny 
ohservcrs  "blame  Government  farm  su"bsidies,  which  aim  at  "farm  parity,"  Presi- 
dent Truman  and  ma.ny  other  flatly  deny  this,  pointing  out  tha,t  "basic  farm 
prices,  are  v;ell  a"bove  the  "support"  levels.     They  "blame  the  price  rise  in  the 
ma.rkct  "basket  on  heavy  foreign  relief  demand,  coupled  with  unprecedented  hone 
demand.  ■        '  ■     '  - 

&   _ 

Prom  Philadelphia  Bulletin,  May  1  - 

PASi-i  PHOSPLEITY      Editorial  -  ¥ith  more  money  in  his  pocket  than  ever, 
the  midv/estern  farmer  displays  little  resistance  to  high  prices,  .  High' food 
costs,  which  now  take  up  a"bout  40  per  cent  of  the  average  city  man's  income,, 
ce.n  "be  almost  forgotten  hy  a.  midwestcrn  farmer,    Ti/hat  the  f9,r..icr  has  to  "bay 
has  increased  less  than  v;hat  he  has  to  sell,  as  the  parity  price  index  shows. 

This  , farm  prosperity  is  not  universal  or  evenly  spread.     Its  pea.k  is  in 
California  .and  the  midwestcrn  States,  stretching  from  the  Canadian  "border  to 
Texas,    High  grain  and  cattle  prices  have  done  less  to  "boost  the  farmers'  . 
income  along  the  Atlantic  coastline.    But  it  is  pro"ba"bly  true  that  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Imcw  Jersey  farmers  are  not  fighting  in  the  front  lines  . of  the 
"buyers'   resistance,    Most  of  them  are  "better  off  than  they  have  "been  in  years, 
pj though  there  are  individual  exc<Dptions, 

With  farm  la"bor  at  record  wages,  thousands  of  farmers  are  investing  in 
la"bor-displacing  new  machinery.     The  TDumpcr  crops  of  the  last  six  years  were 
h,9j:vested  with  fewer  farmhands  than  the  relatively  smaller  production  of  pro- 
war  days,  ,  ,  .     .  . , 

Parmcrs.  need  as  much  preaching  to  a"bout  high  prices  as  "business,  "but  so 
far  the  President  has  shown  groat  restraint,    Ueither  the  Democrats  nor  the 
Repu'blicans  have  any  fondness  for^that^^nd  of  a  low  price  campaign. 
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From  New  York  Times,  May  12  -  ■  . ■ 

GEPJ'IANS'  HMER  l.GNAGES  U.S.  BRITISH  BI-ZOKiiL  POLICY-Berlin-Unless  the  food 
crisis  of  western  Germany  is  solved  quickly,  the  economic  "merger  of  the  ivmerican 
and  British  zones  is  doomed  to  failure  y/ithin  half  a  year,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
highest  authorities  of  the  two  m±l±ta.T}r  governments. 

This  would  mean  that  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  already  spent  by  the 
U,S.  and  Britain  to  make  these  zones  self-sustaining  by  1950  mil  have  gone  dovm 
the  drains  ■ 

Although  for  purposes  of  occupation  policy,-  German  farmers  have  been  publicly 
held  to  blame,  a  large  share  of  responsibility  is  attributable,  according  to  the 
authoritative  sources,  to  deficient  imports  of  fpod  from  the  United  States, 


JDREIGN  GRAIN  NEEB  STTOIED-IN  MimET;  TRADE  MEl'mRS  TURN  ATTENTION  TO  STATISTIC- 
TTOLE  T.INTER  ?rHEi\T  K/iRVEST  NEj^RS-^hicago-With  the  first  billion  bushel  crop  tf 
winter  wheat  on  record  about  to  be^ harvested, -members  of  the  grain  trade  are -paying 
more  attention  to  the  statistical  position  of  that  grain  likely  to  prevail  in  this 
country.,  and  also  the  prospective  needs  of  Europe  and  the  Far  East, 

According  to  figures  compiled  by  local  grain  men,  the ■ available  supply  Qf 
wheat  for  the  19Z^7-4■8  crop  year,  which  will  start  on  July  1,  vdll  be  around  . 
1,350,000,000  bushels  after  allovTing  for  an  average  spring  ?fheat  crop  of  225,000- 
000  bushels  and  a  carry  over  of  100,000,000  bushels.    Of  this  amount  800,000,000 

bushel  vd-ll  be  required  for  bread,  feed  and  seed,  and  200.000,000  bi^ishels,  for 
carryover  leaving  350,000,000  bushels  available  for  export.,  or  about  the  amount 
of  clearances-  during  the  19^6-4-7  season. 


ANNOUNCES  PRICE  CU^S:  NATIONiJ.  Fl^-iTTRESS  CO.  lll^b  8  TO  22^  REDUCTIONS-Hunting- 
ton,  Y.'.VA.-A  price  cut  of  8  to  22  percent  "across  the  board"  on  all  products  manu- 
factured by  the.  National  %ttress  Company  and  subsidiaries  in  eighteen  factories 
in  a  dozen  states  was  announced  here  last  night, 

■Vice  President  James  F.  -Edwards  told  eighty  plant- liianajrers  and  salesmen  et  a 
home  of fice_  conference  that  the  nrice  cut  "is  our  com.pany's  contribution  to 
nationax  price  stabilization."    ^he  company  and  its  affiliates  manufacture  mattresse 
box  springs,  innersprings ,  sofa  beds,  and  related  produ&ts. 


TEXAS  BEEF  FARIjIS  BEGUN  IN  THE  EAST:  1,500  STEERS' RE  AC    PFNN'^YT  V-'T^t  a  tm  pt.-w  ^ph 
ET^TTM  CATTLE  CLOSE  TO  THE  MRKETS^oates^ille-lirrtfen  ij™^^  . 
at  the  Buck  and  Doe  Run  Valley  Fams  during  the  weekend  and  another  1,500  are  ;xr 
pected  soon.    They  will  be  fattened  and  sold  in  the  fall  as  an  exoer^mmt 
supplying  Eastern  markets  with  beef  raised  near  b'  experiment  xn 

been^'shlppef  he?l  ITHrl  ol  a^'^SIrim'^f  ?A  '^^^^^  had 

close  to^?he  Eastern  Sd1ES^  ^r^^^^^^l^^L^^  -  •  .... 

animals  lost  considerable  weight,  ^uz-^ng  i.xiicn  tne  ....... 
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■Prom  New  York  Timos,  May  12  -  •  ■  • 

-      SOVIET  SETS  HIGH  COTTON  GOiJ.-London-Tass ,  ^msGian  ntv/o  agt;ricy,  reported  tonight 
that  Soviet  cotton  grovrers  Yjould  try  tnis  year  to  gro^v  wore  than  sixteen  bales  of 
cotton  per  acre,  which  the  dispatch  said  v/ould  be  "five  times  the  harvest  obtained 
by  the  cotton  growers  of  the  Nile  Valley."    The  dispatch  sedd  cotton  planting  in 
Central  Asia  and  Trascaucasia  increased  /4.12,5-00  acres  this  year.    It  did  not  give 
last  7/-ear's  average,  ..,_..,). 


From  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  May  12  - 

SUGAR  PLENTY:  SOARING  PRODUCTION  BRINGS  ET'JD  NE/Jl  K)R  SIX  Y^/R  OLD  SHORTAGE- 
V;ashingtorr-Put  it  dovm.  as  possible  ■     you  can  have  an  inch  high  icing  on  your 
Fourth  of  July-  cake.    Make  the  odds  even  greater  that  you  can  svj-eeten  your  Labor 
Day  .lemonade  ifd-th  unrationed,  price  freed  sugar. 

Government  sugar  experts  are  about  ready  to  concede  that  /jnerica's  six  year 
old  sweet  shortage  is  nearing  an  end.    The  next  six  weeks  vn.ll  tell  the  story.  If 
present  crop  conditions  remain  unchanged,  housefd-ves  and  industrial  users  of  sugar 
eeem  certain  to  be  released  from  sugar  restrictions  sooner  than  expected;. 

Warehouses  in  this  country  and  in^other  sugar  making  areas  are  already 
bulging  ifd-th  bags  of  re.vr  and  refined  sugar,    Cuba,  biggest  sugar  producer  in  the 
world,  i-s  looking  for  a  bumper  19^1  crop.    Prospects  are  at  least  normal  in  other 
can  grooving . territories  supplying  the  U,S,. market,    ^uge.T  beet  farmers  in  the 
U*S*  expect  a  near  record  harvest,. 


FOOD  IS  LIKELY  to  be  the  next    crisis  facing  the  long  suffering  riritons, 
follovd.ng  close  on  the  fuel  and  dollar  shortages.    It  is  oouna  up  .mth  the 
other  tvjo  for  Tdthout  fuel  Britain  can't  eardollars  to  Duy  food.  •  ■ 


From  N,Y,-  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  12  - 

'  ■  ■  '    .t  ■•  . 

SUGAR  CONTROLS-Y/ell  infomed  sugar  sources  believe  the  changes  favor  Secretary 
Anderson  asking  for  an  extension  of  sugar  controls  beyond  Oct.  33  rather  t^han 
cutting  them  off  before  that  date,  despite  the  present  temporarv  lag  in  movement 
into  consuming  channels.    If  controls  were  to  end  nov;  on  the  eve  of 'scrsonal 
expansion  in  consumption  prices  vjould  rise  sharply.* 


SEEK  WDER  FO'im  FOR  TARIFF  BO;jffi-Tashington-.Senator  Owen  Brev/ster  (Rep.  Me.) 
instends  to  propose  a  bill  this  week  conferring  additional  povfers  on  the  U.S, 
Tariff  Commission,  it  v/as  disclosed  today,  to  equip  it  for  a  more  positive  role  in 
world  trade.      .     '     '  : 
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Prom.  Hinneap,plis  .(Minn, )  TrilDvme,  •  I%y  4  -  .  .'••".A        > !■*••*  "  .• 

PASI^' 'LlSMiEES- RAP  OUTPUT  R3STHICTI01TS, .  AGEIO'.-OK  JjlS'I^JSLSS  .-  Washington  - 
Two  weeks  o'f  ' hearings  TDefore  the  house  coinmittee  on  agri cp:l:t'u.re  has  revealed 
a  "bare  handful  of  long-range  o"bjectives  farm  leaders  woi^ild  like  to  see  incorporas* 
ted  in  a  nev;  legislative  program,  '       '  - 

Thev  are  generally  agreed  that  restricted  or  government-controlled  prc~ 
ductloh  is  out, 

"■■  •■     HSiey^want  ahundant  production,  provided  ways  and  means  can  be  found  to 
successfully  assure  increased  consumption,  fair  returns  to  the  farmer  and  elimi- 
nation of  surpluses,  ,t  -  •  :■  • 
■"■  '  •  in'-' general,  they  are  agreed,  also  that:  ■  ■ 

Tlie  parity  formula  must  "be  revised  and  madernized.    Ho  re. -emphasis  must 
he  placed, on  research  and  development  of _  nev/  markets  for  farm  products^  Soil 
conservation  must  he  continued  and  encouraged,    Efforts  must  he  continued  to 
develop  a  sound  system  of  crop  insurance, 

Beyond  that,  leaders  of  the  "big  farm  organizations  as  well  as  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  Clinton  P,  Anderson,  strike  off  in  a  numher  of  different  direc- 
tions. 


Topeka  (Kans,)  Times,  May  2-  ■..  -  • 

WOULD  JlTT  DUAL  P3DEHAL  AilD  STA'ZE  liTSPSCTIOiTS;  RnpEESEITTATIVS  05^  AC-HICULTUEE 
GROUPS  SAPS  DUPLICATIOlvT  -  Washington  -  Legislation  to  end  duplication  of  State 
regulatory  and  inspection  services  Tjy  Federal  agencies  was  urged  hefore  the 
House  Committee  on  Agriculture  today  hy  H,  IC,  Thatcher,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark,, 
secretary  of  the  National  Association  of  (state)  Commissioners  secretaries 
and  directors  of  agriculture.     Discussing  the  field  of  marketing  of  farm 
products,  Thatcher  commented  that  Governmental  activities  concern  themselves 
in  three  fields,  research,  education,  and  regulation, 

"  0ver  the  y^ars,"  he  said,   "there  has  grov;n(.up  a  counterpart  of  each 
funcational  activity  in  the  states  and  Federal  Government,     This  is  causing 
conflicts  and  duplication  of  work,-  and  the  Congress  should  take' note  of  it 
and  eliminate  such  conflicts  and'  duplications  v/here  they  now  exist  or  are 
likely  to  occur,"  '       '  • 


Prom  Portland  (Maine)  Telegram  &  Press  Herald",  I-iay  4  -  " 

I-IUST  PAI.  TAX  m  WmjB  POTATOES  -  Augusta  -  ?dtato  growers  must  pay  the 
state  tax  of  one  cent  a  harrel  on  potatoes  dumped  under  the  U,  S,  Government'" 
surplus  disposal  program  as  well  as  on  those  sold  for'  shipment,  David  H, 
Stevens,  state  tax  assessor,  Augus.ta,  ■  has  warned  several  thousand  growers. 

The  state  tax  applies  regardless  of  v/hether  the- potatoes  we_-e  hauled 
to  a  starch  factory,  an  alcohol  plant,  or  a  dump.     In  any  event  they  were 
actually  sold  .to  the  United.  States . Government  and  are  therefore  suhject  to  the 
potato  tax,  say s  Stevens^  ■    -      ■        •.     ' / 


Parm  Digest  9  65-47 


Prom  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Intelligancer  Journal,  May  3  ~ 


A  POLICY  or  ABUlTLAiTCE  -  Sditorial  -  Tlie  she.ep  population  of  the  .United 
States  is  declining,  the  latest  estimate  "being  32,500,000  head,  which  is  the 
lowest  figure  since  Civil. ¥ar  days.    Wartime  influences  are  declared  largely 
responsihle  for  the  drop  in  nujxilDer  of  sheep  in  this  country. 

In  England,  an  estime.ted  4,000,000  sheep  and  launhs,  or  more  than  20 
per  cent  of  Britain's  flocks,  were  lost  in  last  winter's  snowstorms, 

British  agriculture  is  facing  a  "Lunkerquc",  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
reported,  terming  the  sheep  toll  a  national  disaster  v;hich  will  affect  home- 
produced  meat  supplies  for  several , years  to  come, 

T^.is  country  v;as  "blessgd  with  favorahlc  weather  which  enahlcd  American 
agriculture  to  surpass  former  records  of  crop  production  during  the  war  years 
and  the  need  for  continued  high  output  of  food  and  fihcr  crops  is  still 
stressed  "by    national  authorities. 

So  long  as  there  is  a  shortage  of  adequate  food  supplies  in  different 
parts  of  the  world,  the.  policy  of  "abundance"  recently  advocated  hy  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  Clinton  Andergo^a  would  seem  to  "be  good  doctrine. 


Prom  Greenville  ( S,  C.)  Hews,  Hay  4  - 

SUGAR  P-JCE  CUT  -  Editorial  ~  At  least  one  refinery  in  the  United  States 
has  cut  the  price  of  refined  sugar  a  quarter  of  a  cent  a*  pound  "because  of 
"continued  slov;  demand  and  piling  up  of  supplies,'^ 

The  refinery,  a  Brooklyn  concern,  explains  that  the  price -cut  was  made 
"in  order  to  make  warehouse  space  availa"ble  for  a.  su'bstantial  quantit;-  of 
raw  sugar  which  the  government  has  requested  us  to  find  a  home  for  within 
the  next  30  da,ys,  " 

One  price  cut  "by  a  single  firm  does  ..not  necessarily  csta"blish  a  trend. 
But  this  one  at  least  indicates  that  the-  sugar  situation  is  not  as  tight  as 
it  has  "been  and  that  there  is  perhaps  loss  danger  of  runaway  prices  in  the 
event  controls  a!re.  lifted  than  has  "been    generally  "believed. 

Dealers  attrit)ute  the  "current  trou'bles"  in  the  sugar  market  to  an  over- 
cautious "buying  attitude  ain6.ng  consixmers.    And  that  attitude  may  "be  attri"buted 
in  part  at  least  to  the  fact  that  short  sugar  rations  have  taught  many  coiv- 
sumers  that  they  can  get  along  on  less  than  they'used  "before  the  v;ar. 


Prom  Toledo  (Ohir)  Blade,  May  2  - 

THE  HOUSEWIVES'  BILL  -  3c|_itorial  -  Passage  by  the  Ohio  Senate  of  a  hill 
which  would  permit  the  sale  of"  yellovz-colored  margarine  in  the  state  does 
not  mean  that,  it  will  get  through  the  more  rural-niinded  House  of  Representa*- 
tives.     But  it  does  show  that,  at  long  last,   one  "branch  of  the  Legislature  is 
showing  more  consideration  for  the  housewives  of  Ohio  thp-n  for  t"no  special 
privileges  of  the  dairy  interests, 

^i/hilp  the  chances  of  getting  this  "bill  through  the  House  —  v/herc  mem- 
"bers  from  the  r-aral  districts "thinlc  it's  all  right  for  the  dairy  interests 
to  hold,  up  consumers  "but  would  see  red  if  lr."bor  unions  tried  the  same  thing 
—  seem  dim.     There' s  still  a  chance  that  the  housewives  of  the  state  can  put 
it  over.     If  they  will  only  spend  as  much  time  "bombarding  their  representatives 
in  the  House  v/ith  pleas  to  pass  this  measure  as  they  do  in  "beating  color  into 
margarine,  perhaps  they  can  eliminate  this  legislatively-made  work  for  v;hich 
women  workers  don't  receive  a  cent, 
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taken  are  on  file  in  Pries  s  Service,  Room  AIM  I    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6O3I) 


Pbrora.KevT  York  Times,  May  13  - 

H'JHEAT  PRICE  DROl'  SEEI\I  Or'  40  TO  6OC  BY  Hi'^RVEST-Louisville-Emmett  Loy 
president  of  the  merican  Millers  'ssociation,  today  predicted  a  vheat  price 
drop  of  50  to  60  cents  a  bushel  by  harvest  time. 

Addressing  the  association  at  the  beginning  of  a  tv/o  day  meeting 
Rere,  !ir.  Loy  declared:    "The  gravy  train  is  comdng  to  an  end  T.atiiin  the 
next  tv;elve  months.    The  grain  prices  are  far  higher  in  relation  to  other 
commodities  than  they  -v/ere  after  World  "War  I.    Next  year  is  an  unknovm 
quantity," 

Mr,  Loy  also  predictea  the  possioility  of  price  cutting  after  the 
Goverranent' s  buying  program  for  export  purposes  ends... 


CALLS  '47  CROPS  R)OD  PRICE  KEY-Chica^^o-Stabilization  of  food  prices 
is  unlikely  until  distributors  knoTr  ivhat  prices  rail  be  set  on  rav;  and 
finished  products  from  the  1947  harvest,  Nathan  Cunnings,  Dresident  of  the 
Consolidated  Grocers  Corporation  declared  today.    Mcany^hile,  there  vill  be 
considerable  apprehension  regarding  stocks  on  shelves  and  in  vrarehouses. 


PUERTO  RICO  TO  SELL  PDOD:  GOVERNOR  SIGNS  BILL  SETTING  'OP  STORES  TO  CUT 
PRICE  RISE-SfCn  Juan-Gov,  Jesus  T,  Pinero  today  signed  a  bill  authorizing  the 
Instilar  Government  to  establish  and  operate  retail  stores  to  protect  consumers 
against  "the  constant  rise  in  the  prices  of  staple  commodities,'' 


BRITON  Si.YS  RUSSIA  PLiiNS  POOD  EXPORTS-London-Starting  next  year  the 
Soviet  Union  plans  to  be  able  to  export  v:heat  and  coarse  grain,  Harold 

ilson.  Secretary  of  the  Overseas  Trade  Departm.ent  told  the  House  of  Commons 
today. 


RUlilNIA  DEMES  SENDIl^G  U.o.  VjhLi^T  Tu  RUSbliv~Bucnarest-The  Government 
denied  today  reports  that  it  said,  had  appdared  in  the  Mierican  press  to 
the  effect  that  Rumania  had  delivered  to  Russia  4uO  carloads  of  Y/hite  flour 
milled  from  American  wheat  im-ioorts. 


GI  FAFlIvI  BUYERS  WARNED -.CREDIT  HEAD  SAYS  MANY  VETEPu\NS  PAY  FOR  TOO  MUCH- 
Washington-I,  W.  Duggan,  governor  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  said  todav 
many  T,7ar  veterans  vrere  paying  high  prices  for  farms  which  in  ten  vears  probabW 
would  be  worth  less  than  the  loans  granted  for  purchase  of  the  properties. 
He  testifxea  before  a  Senate  Agriculture  group  in  behalf  of  legislation  which 
T/ould  enable  Federal  land  banks  to  make  loans  to  farmers. 
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From  Wall. Street  Journal,  May  13  - 


RECORD  YmAT  EXPORTS  ' VaLL  BE 'ifiVED  .OVERSFi.S  FRQp'  THE  tt.S.  T^TS  m'.R- 
The  expected  mannoth  crop  of  some  1,3  biiiion  bushels  of  wheat  noT;  has  'Agri- 
culture Secretar;^-'  Anderson  thinking  of  total  grain  exports  topriing'  500  million 
bushels  in  the  19^7-/^8  (mid-year  to  mid— year)  season.    Of  this,  a  minimum 
of  AOO  million  bushels  (including  flour)  vd.ll  be  vfheat— if  the  big  crop 
materializes. 

Privately,  Secreta.ry  Anderson  ■'/vorries  -ivhether  it  rd.ll  be  physically 
possible  to  export  enough  wheat  to  keep  prices  above  the  Government  "support" 
levels.    He  fears  the  CCG  may  have  to  make  loans,  on  millions  of  bushels. 


FREIGHT  C;JIS  AfPJ  Sl/.IK  BINS  VffLL  BE  SV.W.IPED  kS  YMEJ^  FLOODS  FROM  FIEIDS- 
Harvesting  yilll  be  in  full  svdng  by  mid  Jime.    And' the  harvest  time  congestion 
of  recent  years  mil  be  repeated—on  a  vaster  scale.    Grain  men  say  that 
unless  more  freight  cars  are  moved  into  the  Southvest,  much  vheat  is  sure  to 
be  piled  in  the  open  on  the  gruuhd, 

The  lack  of  freight  cars  and  storage  space  reflects  not  so  much  a 
shortage  of  these  by  normal  standards  as  their  insufficiency  in  the  face  of 
the  latest  U.S.  agricultural  phenomenon — biilijn  bushel  plus  v/heat  crops. 


VEGETABLE  CANOTNG  is  headed  for  cutbacks  this  year.    Early  government 
surveys  indicate  pickle  packers  mil" cut  operations  11^  from  last  year. 
Kraut  contracts  so  far  call  for  46^  less  cabbage  this  yef^r  than  last.  Beet 
plantings  are  indicated  dovm  32%,  spinnach  26f.,  tomatoes  1%,.  snap  beans  If, 
and  peas  4^,    Present  big  stocks  of  canned 'food  and  slov:  retailer  bu>dng 
make  packers  nervous . 


SUri'iR  PILE  UP  keeps  abuilding  on  the  East  Coast,    ^t  has  reached  the 
point  T;-hcre  some  big  refiners  have  cut  operations  to  four  days  a  v/eek.  The 
refiners  worry  over  the  thought  long  years  of  sugar  rationing  have  gotten 
Americans  into  the  1b bit  of  using  less  siigar.    They  look  mstfully  forv:ard  to 
hot  summer  months,  heavy  soft  drink  consumption,  and  perhaps  decontrol  to 
give  then  a  helping  hand. 


HOGS  F.iTTEN  fast  on- a  salty  diet,    i^^o  say  pig  pen  experimenters  of 
Purdue  University,    The  fed  porkers  one  thi.rd  ounce  of  salt  a  day  in  the 
daily  ration,    ■'^d  they  claim  that  the  pigs  getting  the  s-  lt  gained  weight 
two  and  a  half  times  as  fast  as  pigs  on  a  saltless  menu.    For  each  pound  of 
salt  fed,  say  the  experimenters,  a  hog  gained  45  extra  pounds.    The  hogs 
don't  eat  more;  but  they  gut  more  poundage  from  vlxit  tiiey  eat. 
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From  Little  Eock  Arkansas  Gazette,  Ma^  6  -   .  . 

•    D0U3TS  'THAT  iOOD  PHICES  v/ILL  DROP  -  Present  costs  v;ill  prevent  any _  large 
reductions  in  overall  food  prices  this  year,  Watson  Sogers  of  ¥asliington,  D^C, 
president  of  the  National  Pood  Brokers  Association,  said  here  yesterday, 

Mr«  Sogers,  who  flev;  to  Little  Sock  to  address  the  Arkansas  I"/holesale 
Grocers  Association  at  its  annual  convention, l)elieved  there  would  he  orJ.y 
"minor  adjustraents"*  in  prices 

He  cited  the  increased  cost  of  lahor,  cans,  lahels,  freight  rates  and 
taxes,     Ijiese  raises  will-  force  some  groups  involved  in  the  production  and 
merchandising  of  food  to  alDsorli  a  loss  if  prices  are  held  at  the  1946 
level,  he  said, 

Hr»  Sogers-  said'  canneries  v/ere  contracting  for  produce  acreages  at  the 
same  prices  paid  last  year^  This  means  there  liiely  will  "be  no  drop  in  raw 
food  prices. 

He  said  food  processors  were  increasing  their  lines,  hut  had  discovered, 
no  major  new  foods  in  the  last  yesjr,    Foods  developed  during  the  war  that 
were  suitable  rfor  civilian  use  were  placed  on  the  ma,rket  a  yes.r  ago  he  added. 


5'rom  Topeka,  Ean.  Capital,  May  4  ~     -  .  .  ,•  ■ 

USG-3S  ZASiESS  TO  TAiS  ADVAITTAGS  OJ  TRAiTSITIOlT  PSSIODj  CAPPT^S  FASiHiS 
EDITOR  GIV3S  JOUB-POIUT  PLA.I;T  F03  GAm  PSOTSCTIOlf  -  Farmers  can  made  their 
position  more  secure  for  the  future  if  they  will  take  advantage  of  the 
present  transition  period  to  make  their  "business  more  efficient,  get  rid 
of  unprofitable  operations  and  avoid  needless  risks,-  according  to  Say  Yar— 
nell,  editor  of  Capper's  Farm.er, 

Yarnell  suggests  the  following  four— point  program  by  v;hich  a  farmer  can 
protect  his  present-  gains! 

1,    Sesist  buying  high-priced  land,  especially  on  credit,  To^^quality 
i;i?.nagement_  v/ill  be  required  to  shov/  a  profit  from  operating  land  baught  at 
current  prices,  if  demand  slumps  and  farm  product  prices  decline,  ^r  even  if 
they  don' t,  _ 

2i    A  farmer  will  be ■ smart  to  pay  off  or  reduce  his  farm  mortgage  debt 
if  he  has  the  money, 

3,  If  - he  caiiH  pay  off  his  debt,  it  will  be  to  his  advantage  to  arrange 
for  payment  over  a  long  period,  15  to  25  years,  with  the  privilege  of  reduc- 
ing it  by  malcing  anniial  payments  on  principal, 

4,  A  farmer  can  try  to  do  a  better  job  of  operating  his  farm  business, 
to    find  v/ays  to  increase  production  per  worker  and  reduce  unit  costs, 

From  Oakland  (Calif.)  Tribune,  May  1  -  ' 

CITSUS  B-IAISI)  FOS  TOOTH  ]EaiT      Citrus  fruits,  except  oranges,  are 
potential  causes,  of  teeth  erosion,  Dr,  Leonard  Fosdick  of  the  ITorth-we stern 
University,  Chicago,  rdported  to  the  California  Dental  Association  yesterday 
in  San  Francisco, 

Acids  attack  tooth  structures  only  v;hen  they  are  sufficiently  strong  to^ 
bring  about  chemical  changes 'in  the  hard  substances  which  make  up  the  enamel', 
he  said,    ^.rnethcr  citrus,  fruits  could  contribute  to  the  process  would  depend, 
he  added,  upon  their  ability  to  .roinf crcc  the  acid  strength  which  varies 
widely  among  individuals. 
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From  Grand  Tories  (N.D,)  Herald,  May  3  - 

U.  S,  LAITD  MOSS  FISTILIZSS  _  Take  out  -  three  and  put  back  one. 

That's  the  way  our  present  farming  practices  are  dealing  with  plant  nutrients 
in  the  soil, 

•^armors  v/ill  add'  about  three  million  tons  of  the  principal  plant  nu- 
trients tlirough  their  applications  of  comincrcial  fertilizers  this  year.  The 
crops  they  harvest  will  remove  ahnut  nine  million  tons. 

The  rjnount  added  in  animal  manures,  green  manures,  and  other  forms  can 
only  "be  estimated;  hut  the  amount  lost  through  crops  graxed  off  the  land, 
through  Icaciiing,  and  through  erosion  is  estimated  several  times  as  hiTh, 

A  hill  to  establish  a  national  soil  fertility  program  has  "been  introduced 
into  the  congress  by  Hepresentativc  John  W,  Flannagan,  Jr.,  of  Virginia, 

The  bill  would  do  two  principal  things:     first,  enable  farmers  to  Icr.rn 
the  kinds  and  amounts  of  fertilizers  that  can  profitable  be  applied,  through 
a  system  of  test  demonstrations  in  v/hich  the  farmers  themselves  would  partici- 
pate; second,  stimulate  the  production  of  more  fertilizer  m,-',tcrials  to  meet 
the  demand  that  the  test  dcm.onstration  program  would  create. 


ITrora  Waterloo  l!lowa)  Courier,  May  4  - 

CAUS3S  HIGH  PHICiSS.  -  Editorial  -  The  trouble  with  such  schemes 
as  the  wewbur;;/port,  Mass.,  10  per  cent  retail  price  cut  plan  is  that  it 
attempts  to  deal  with  the  symptoms  of  high  prices  rather  than  with  the  cause. 

The  truth  of  this  observation  may  bo  very  easily  proved  by  figures  of 
the  bureau  of  labor  statistics,    ~'or  instance^ 

Prices  of  farm  products  have  advanced  197  per  cent  while  the  retail  prices 
of  food  hc.vc  increased  only  95  per  cent. 

The  pric-e  of  raw  cotton  has  increased  267  locr  cent  while  the  retail  price 
of  clothing  has  increased  only  80  per  cent, 

Heductions  in  the  retail  prices  of  food  and  clothing,  obviously,  can  be 
made  only,  if  (l)  merchants    v/holesalers  and  mo,nuf acturers  can  safely  reduce 
their  rirofits  or  costs    (2;  the  distribution  system  cpji  be  made  more  efficient 
or  (3)  the  i^roducers  of  raw  m<aterials  will  accerit  a,  smaller  return. 

The  consuming  public,  naturally,  v/ants  all  of  those  things  ;to  happen. 
Price  reductions  v/hich  come  as  a  result  of  greater  efficiency,  productivity 
and  competition  arc  to  be  v/elcomed  and  arc  sound.    But  price  reductions  which 
attempt  by  a  bookkeeping  operation  to  force  a  nationv/idc  drop  in  the  price 
level  can  ho.ve  no  more  than  temporary  value, 

From  Willccs— Barre  (Pa,)  Times— Ijcadcr  ITcws,  May  5  - 

TEniPT  GA;;.DI11:S  -  Editorial  -  This  year,  it's  to  bo  Thrift  Gardens,  They 
will  replace  the  "Victory  Gardens  that  were  cultivn.tcd  by  20,000,000  AmcricrJis 
during  the  recent  conflict  as  a  special  contribution  tov/ard  the  war  effort. 

Behind  Tlirift  Gardens  are  "xwo  lofty  purposes:     Reducing  the  high  cost 
of  living  and  checking  inflation.     There  are  other  dividends  ae  v;ell,   such  as 
the  satisfaction  of  home-grown  products,  the  thrill  of  watching  things  gro\r 
and  the  irrorovemont  of  yards  and  idle  plots. 
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mes  from  which  these 


,  ( The  inewspapers  and"  magazines  from  which  these  agricultiiral  Items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service   .Room  414A,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031) 

Prom  ITew  York  Times,  May  9  -I 

RUSSIA  TO  GST  PLOUR  lil  RUIIAITIA;  U.  S.  CHECKS  PAHIFE  RELISP  TBRI'IS  -  Washing- 
ton -  The  American  Mission  in  Sucharest  informed  the  State  Department  today  that 
Rumania,  in- response  to  Russian  demands,  was  a'bout  to  deliver  400  freight  car 
loads  of  wheat  flour  for  use  of  the- Soviet. forces- of  occupation  in, that  country. 

The  State  Department  is  now  checking  these  reports  that  grain  is  "being 
shipped  from  Rumania  to  Russia,     If  these  are-  fmxnd  to  "be  true,  the -Department 
said,  we  would  have  no  recourse  except  to  stop  shipping  our  grain  to  Rumania 
"because  a  definite  promise  was  made  that,  in  contrast  to  flour,  no  grain  would 
"be  shipped  out  of  the  country. 


POOD  COUITCIL  BIDS  PEROH  AID  EUROPE  -  Washington  -  The  International 
Emergency  Pood  Council  has  asked  the  Argentine  Government  to  "exert  every 
effort^"  to  "bring  grain  exports  to  hungry  Europe  up.  to  a  million  tons  a  month 
for  the  next  three  months, 

D.  A,  PitzGerald,  secretary  general  of  the  council  announced  today  that 
this  had  "been  done  through  a  strongly-worded  catle  message  he  had  sent  to 
President  Peron, . .  ■ 

ASIA:?  A3JJ1AS  PACE  GRAVE  RICE  DEPICIT  -  Singapore  -  Rice  allocation  offi- 
cials of  sixteen  countries,  meeting  in  Singapore,  today  predicted  seriously 
shortened  supplies  of  Asia' s  staple  food  in  the  next  six  months, 

Furthermore,  they  revealed,  as  the  first  half --year  draws  to  a  close 
•nly  62  per  cent  of  the  already  meager  rice  allotments  to  South-east  Asia  for 
the  January- June  period  has  iDeen  made  availahle  for  shipment,'  '  '  ' 


CLAY  READY  TO  USE  ASiiY  IH  POOD  CRISIS j  BLAI-'iSS  SHIPPIiTG  DELAYS  ~  Berlin  - 
Gen.  Lucius  D,  Clay  confirmed  today  that  he  was  ready  to  use  troops,   if  neces- 
sary,  to  prod  Germaji  farmers  into  action  in  the  current  food  crisis  in  the 
American  and  British  zones.    At  the  same  time  he  emphasized  that  the  major 
portion  of  the  food  shortages  resulted  from  the  failure  of  food  shipments 
from  the  United  States  to  arrive  here  on  schedule. 


^  _  jlAP^ JOV/iEii.  PRI QjsS IITDUSTSIBS  URGED;  CARPET  EXBCT  "TIVE  .¥A1"TS  POOD  SU-BSIDISS 
DISCOi:TIiIj.jD^-.  Ib.tm-al  Bj-xdge,  ■  Va,  -  American,  industr.v  needs  a  "better  and  broader 
understanding  of  human  relations  and  real  husiness  statesmanship  if  the  free; 
enterpris.e  system  is;  .to  succeed  and  survive,  Joseph  L,  lilas.twiGk^presi-dent  of  the 
James  Lees  .&  Sons  Co;:,  declared  here  toni  ght  at  a  pelelDration  marking  comple- 
tion of  his.  company!  a  new  carpet  mills  in  near  "by  Glasgow, 

Addressing  a  group  of  editors,   radio  commentators  and  Government  officials, 
Mr.  Sastwick  said  "inflation  could  not  be  halted  until  Government  subsidies 
that  keep  food  prices  at  artificially  high  levels  are  discontinued. 
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From  ITew  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  9  - 

.    ■SUGAR  AC TIOLI  AIiTAITSD  _  Washing  sugar  officials  were  reported  to  l)o  in 
session  yesterday  considering  a  plan  of  action  to  alleviate  the  sugar  surplus 
supply  prohlcm  in  first  hands.     It  is  said  that  the  valid  date  of  the  next 
ration  stamps  and  certif ieates ,,may  "be  advanced  as  one  step  to  get  sugar  moving 
into  consumer  channels. 


■■  ...      COTTOi"  iilXPORT- SUBSIDY  EjJDUCiHD  TO  BkLI'  C31TT  -  Washington  -  The  Government's 
cotton  export  suosidy  rate  was  reduced  from  2c  to  ^c  a  pound,  effective  at 
3  P.M.,  Sast cm  Standard  Time,  today. 

The  action  v/as  announced  "by  the  Agriculture  Department  which  handles  the 
program.     It  v;as  taken  as  domestic  supplies  dropped  to  the  lowest  level  in 
nearly  20  years,  ■  ' 


Prom  Hew  York  l/all  Street  Journal,  Liay  9  - 

YOUITG,  C  &  0  CHAIHvjAIT,  ASiZS  $2  DAILY  SOX  GAR  RIJITTAL  TO  CUT  SH0RTAG3  ~ 
Washington  -  Ro'bert  R,  Young,   chairman  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad, 
sail  yesterday  that  a  $2  daily  rate  on  "box  car  rentals  would  help  solve  the 
long  range  car  shortage, 

Mr,  Young,  v/ho  is  also  chairman  of  the  new  federation  for  Railwa,y  Pro- 
gress, made  this  suggestion  hefore  a  caucus  of  western  Congressmen,     The  group 
is  investigating  charges  that  "an  eastern  financial-political  com'bine  is  de- 
priving v/estcrn  carriers  of  vitally  needed  freight  cars," 


SUGAit  Pr.ICHS  MAY  RIS3  AMR  DBCOITTROL,  llACK  01  P":iPSI_COLA  S.lYS  -  Wilming- 
ton, Del^  -  -Pos sihility  of  a  price  rise  in  sugar  following  decontrol  was  e::- 
pressed  "by  Walter.  S,  Mack,     Jr»,  president  of  Pepsi-Cola  Co,    Mr,  Mack  tolci 
stockholders  at  the  annual  meeting  the  nation' s  sugar  supply  should  "be  "ample^ 
after  the  decon'trol  scheduled  for  Octo'ber  31  next.     If  sugar  prices  rise  after 
decontrol,  Mr,  Ma,ck  said,  the  price  should  level  off  soon. 


Prom  ilew.  York  Herald  Trihune,  May  9  - 

.  l/HOIZlSAiuD  POOD  PRICIilS  SHOl/  TURTZjR  EGiCHSAS'Ji' _  The  Dmi  5:  Bradstreet  weekly 
wholesa-le  food  price  index  declined  f^orther  in  t'le  week  ended  May  6  and  stood 
at  $6,   compared  with  $6.02* in  the  previous  week  and  $4.20  in  the  like  week 
last  year,  it  was  announced  yesterday. 

The  dailj.'  ^^^holesale  price  index  of  thirty  hasic  commodities  cl.osed  at 
253.39  on  May  6,   compared  with  253,35  a  week  earlier,  and  189,28  on  the  corres- 
ponding date  a  year  ago,  Dun  &  Bradstreet  reported.     In  general,  price  move- 
ments were  less  severe  in  commodities  during  the  week,   it  was  se.id.-  ■ 
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Jrom  Omaha  (iTetr.)  World  Herald-,-  May  1 

AG-EICULTUId  mV  IiriTS  3ILST  SHAPE  -  Agriculture  in  the  Missoijri  Valley 
is  in  the  Taest  condition  it  has  ever  "been, 

Paul  H,  Stev;art,  agronomist,  Eotinson  Seed  Company,  Waterloo,  Uete,,  told 
the  Eeal  Estate  Board  tliat  Wednesday,  / 

^Farming  is  coming  of  age,    Farmers  realize  that  soils  will  v/ear  oat  and 
need  attention,  Mr,  Stewart  said. 

He  spoke  of  the  work  of  the  ITebraska  Agricultural  College  and  The  Vorld- 
Herald  to  promote  soil  and  moisture  conservation. 

The  farmers  themselves  are  providing  the  steam  for  s-oil  conservation,  he 
stressed,  '  . 

Mr,  Stewart  stressed  the  development  of  "better  crop  varieties.    The  pro- 
duction of  hy"brid  corn  has  "become  an  important  industry.     It  has  increased  the 
.corn  yield  in  Hehjraska  40  million  Tsushels, 

Mr,  Stewart  cited  the  Omaha  alcohol  plant  as  an  illustration  of  v;hat  chem- 
urgy  is  accomplishing.    He  urged  the  real  estate  men  to  support  research  along 
this  line, 

Prom  Billings  (Mont.)  Gazette,    Apr.  30  ~ 

PLOOHS  FOR  PAEI-IERS  -  Editorial  ~  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson, 
appearing  hefore  the  house  agriculture  committee,  made  it  clear  that  the 
administration  has  turned  its  hack  on  production  controls  as  a  means  of  insuring 
the  nation' s  farmers  a  fair  reUurn  on  their  crops.  But  he  made  it  eq.ually  clear 
that  he  favors  governmental  action,  and  on  a  "broad  scale,'  to  attain  that  o"b- 
jective, 

Anderson  proposed  a  long— range  program  to  encourage  farmers  to  produce  in 
a"bundance  I'y  committing  the  government  to  set  "floors  under  consujnption"  as  v;ell 
as  under  prices.  Such  floors,  he  said,  could  "be  provided  "by  "a  surplus  distri- 
"bution  prograjn  or  perhaps  some  sort  of  food  allotment  -ofogram  available  at  all 
times  —  something  flexi'ble  enough  to  meet  "both  chronic  a.nd  acute  deficiencies 
in  "buying  power,"  He  thinks  that  the  school  lunch  program  is  a  good  start  "but 
does  not  go  far  enough. 

What  he  has  in  mind,  evidently,  is  increasing  the  food'-'buying  capacity  of 
the  poor,  especially  in  depression  times,  hy  handing  out  stamps  that  could  he 
used  in_  the  stores  to  "buy  farm  products  designated  as  surplus.     The  government 
would  redeem  the  stamps  and  take  the  loss  involved' which  might  run  to  ?1,500,~ 
000,000,  according  to  studies  made  "by  the  department,  in  addition  to  $600,000,0® 
a  year  for  school  lunches,  '  •  ' 

.  This  system  was  in  vogue  during  the  1930' s  and  made  more  food  availahle 
to  those  on  relief  at  cut  prices  while  those  not  on  relief  paid  much  higher 
prices.    Secretary-  Anderson  was  not  talking  a"bout  retixrning  to  free  agriculture* 
He  was  discussing  a  plan  to  use  government  funds  'to  hlep  farmers. 

From  Pouglil^eepsie  Hgw  Yorker,  May  2  - 

ECOilOin"  01  ABUlimiTCE  -  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  has 
proposed  a  realistic  farm  program  to  succeed  the  wartime  price-support  setup. 
It  is  hased  on  the  theorj'-  that  food  should  "be  grovm  in  ahundance  and  consumed 
the  same  way. 

This  is  quite  a  departure  from  the  present  practice  of  maintaining  artifi- 
cial high_prioes  and  dumpi:ig  surpluses,  as  well  as  fron:  the  prewar  economy  of 
scarcity,  which  paid  farmers  for  lowering  the  food  supply  to  match  lowered  Du.y- 
ing  power,      Mr,  Anderson  v/ould  put  a  floor  under  consumptinn  and  make  "some* 
sort  of  foo'd  allotment  program  available  at  all  times," 
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Yvom  Boston  Christian  Science  li-onitor.  May  1  -      ■  .•  ; 

A  ZRESH  SLAi-TT  01'.  IIS  ?ARM  PROBLEl-I  -  Sditorial  -  One  thing  seems  certain:  V;hen 
the  present  IPederal  program  for  supporting  the  price  of  farm  products  expires  at 
the  end  of  1948,   some  other  agricultural  stalDilization  legislation  will  taice  its 
place.     To  talk  ahout  other  possihilities  a.ppears  as  academic  as  to  expect  com- 
pletely tar  iff  less  foreign  trade  or  wage  rates  rising  ajid  falling  in  a  "free'^ 
lator  market,    furthermore,  "because  the  farmer  eannot  adjust  his  production 
quickly  to  f luctua,tions  in  demand,  and  "because  he  is  so  utterly  essentia,l,  the 
American  people  arc  unlikely  to  toss  him  over"board  to  sink  or  sv;im. 

The  r;.ucstion  is,   therefore,  not  whether  there  v/ill  he  a  nev;  program,  "but 
v/hat  kind. 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson' s  outline  for  a  new  approach  is  likely 
to  get  a  sympathetic  hearing.    He  v/ould  sta'bilize  consumer  demand  for  farm 
products,  instead  of  regulating  supply  and  supporting  prices.     In  times  of  de>- 
pression  at  home  he  would  holster  the  hiiiying  power  of  inadequate  incomes  "by 
extensive  use  of  the  food  stamp  system.    He  would  undertake  agreements  providing 
for  sale  of  surpluses  a'broad  at  cut  prices  to  needy  countries, 

Ohviously,  many  difficulties  of  administration  stand  "between  the  idea  and 
a  practica"ble  execution.    But  in  Just  venturing  to  walk  around  the  farm  ■pro"blem 
and  to  look  at  it  with  some  imagination  from  the  other  side,  Mr,  Anderson  has 
made  a,  contri"bution  of  some  proportions. 


From  Schenectady  (N,Y. )  "dniorv-Stpj',  Usiy  1  -  .  . 

MIDELI]  CLASS  COITSUI-ISRS  DLS'^RVS  A  BPJIAIC,  '200  -  Editorial  -  I/e  hr.vc  never  "been 
anything  "but  whole-heartedly  in  favor  of  assistance  for  the  lanf or tunate,  "but  we 
"believe  there  is  a  danger  in  so  administering  this  help  as  to  ^degrade, 

'This  thought  follov/s  the  suggestion  of  Secretary  of  Agricultiire  Anderson 
that  a  program  "be  worked  out  under  v/hich  certain  low  income  groups  would  receive 
the  henefit  of  goverriment  su"bsidy  progrnjns  designed  to  malco  production  of  food 
an  incentive  to  farmers.    One  seeks  amendment  to  the  Anderson  suggestion  with 
some  trepidation  lest  such  a  stand  "be  misinterpreted, 

'//c  have  deplored  the  existance  of  "v/ajat  amidst  plenty"  ever  since  seeing 
the  long  lines  e.t  the  Surplus  Coriimodity  depot  e.cross  Clinton  St,  from'  the  Union- 
Star  "back  in  dep'ression  days,    I'lTny  that  should  "be  when  production  was  plentiful 
to  a  degree  that  induced  government  payment,  not  to  grow  crops,  passed  our  con>- 
prchension.    And  if  some  'such  scheme,  even  disguised  "by  food  cards  accepta"ble 
for  certain  comrnorlities  at  any  stores,  is  to  he  revived  we  "believe  it  is  un- 
American, 

Another  element  is  that  the  numerous  middle  class  on  which  American  prestige 
and  prosperity  have  "been  "built,  feels  a  pinch.     The  so-called  underprivileged 
get  pretty  good  attention.    Those  of  moderate  income  v/ho  want  to  pay  their  ov/n 
way  just  can' t  afford  the  cost,.. 


From  Alhurq^uerque  (ir,M, )'  Journal,  Apr,  30  - 

3SSI1.:TIaL  V/ATER  step  -  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  went  to 
""bat"  for  the  people  of  the  Middle  Rio  G-rande  Conservancy  ristric-t  in  appealing 
to  President  '^ru.man  Tuesday  for  a  completion  of  the  report  on  the  Rio  Grande 
prohler:!  which  has  heen  under  st\idy  for  several  years  now.  This  report  jaust  "be  laid 
"before  Congress  as  the  first  initial  s  tep  in  the  fight  for  ap-oropriations  for 
flosd  control  and  rehahilitation  of  the  irrigated  land  in  the  valley^  Congress 
then  v/ill  have  something,  on  v;hich  to  act, 
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DAILY  Km  NMS  DIGEST  |  OURREri  Umi  RECeRD^P'  "^^P^''^^^^^^  Agriculture  . 
(For  May  8,  1%7)  {     Office  of  Information-    ,  • 

I       .:MAY141S47        /       Washington  25,  D.C. 

■■(The  ne-ivspapers  ani  ml^ziii^s' 'f^dri''^^^^^  agricultural  itans  are  taken 

are  on  file  in  Press  Service,-  Room  /^A^i^-^^oii^  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 

■prom  New  York  Times,  May  8  - 

INOUIRY  ON  PRICES  BEGINS  IN  CON'GRESS;  ECONOMIC  COMTjTTEE  ISSUES  'QUESTIONNAIRE 
TO  600  ffilADS  OF  AGRICULTURE,  INDUSTRY,  LAdOR,  OTHERS--fjashington-Be ginning  its 
long  av^kited  Examination  of  the  price  situation,  the  Congressal  Economic  Committee 
today  issued  a 'questionnarie  on  prices  to  oe  distributed  to  some  bOO  leaders  of 
industry,^  trade,  agriculture  finance  and  labor ♦ 

The  questionnaire  was  the  first  active  step  by  the  group,  formally  knoTon 
as  .the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Economic  Report,  aside  from  a  formal  stat^ent 
by  Senator  Robert  A.  Taft,  Remblican,  of  Ohio,  follovdng  issuance  of  the 
'President's  economic  report  early  in  January,  ■  ' 

The  Congressional  committee  Yias  established  to  follow  up  with  legislati^re 
recommendations  the  material  in  the  President's  report  on  the  existing  situation 
and  prospects  f)r  the  country's  economac  welfare. 


GERMANY'S  HUNGER  AT  PEAK:      -    Berlin  -    Tvro  years  after  the  . end  of  .  .  v 

.  ■  the  T,ar  in  Europe,  the  british  and  /imerican  Military  Governments  face 
the  worst  food  crisis  in  the  history  of  the  occupation  of  the  two  zones. 

The  situation  is  so  bad  in  the  Brtish  zone  that  ironclad  news  blackouts 
have  been  ordered.    The  American  officials  are  also  .deeply  concerned  over  the 
deteriorating  conditions  in  their  zone. 

Throughout  the  merged  zones,  rations  for  the  ordinary  population  are 
about  200  to  3OO  calories  short  of  the  standard  1,560  daily  schedule. 


FOOD  CRISIS  SEEN  IN  BRITAIN-London-Great  Britain  faces  a  food  crisis  as 
critical  as  the  coal  shortage  that  crippled  her  industrial  power  last  mnter. 
Lord  W'colton,  Minister  of  Food  in  wartime  coalition  Government,  v/arned  in 
the  House  of  Lords  today. 

Lord  Woolton  said  that  the  stocks  of  wheat  on  hand  were  insufficient  for 
more  than  five  to  seven  weeks,  and  that  the  meat  supplies  v/ere  so  precarious  tlrat 
butchers  soon  might  be  urable  to  honor  the  houscvdves'  meat  coupons. 

The  food  debate  followed  a  sensational  article  by  Dr.  Franklin  Bicknell, 
physician  and  nutritionist,  who  vnrote  in  a  medical  journal  that  "England  is 
dying  of  starvation," 


BARS  EXCI-L\NGE  CLOSING:  MCINTOSH  REJECTS  TURPENTINE  GROUP'S  TIMl  TO  STEiiDY 
PRICES~Savannah-The  Savannah  Naval  Stores  Exchange  turned  doTTi  today  a  proposal 
by  Harley  Langdale,  president  of  the  "Imerican  Turpentine  Farmers  Association, 
that  it  close  until  turpentine  prices  were  steady. 
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From  ^e\-;  York  Titles,  May  8  - 

POTATO  PEST  HERE  BAFFLES  EXPERTS- Few  stoi^-awys  over  have  been  subjected 
to  as  thorough  and  microscopic  an  investigation  as  Governnent  agents  have 
turned  on  the  golden  nematode,  yet  the  Agriculture  Department  adraitted  yesterday 
that  it  still  was  baffled  on  hoiv  the  -.otato  pest-  came  from  Europe  to  Lmg 
Island, 


From  U,  Y.  Joiirnal  of  Commerce,  May  8  -  • 

•.  •  .  CROP  INSURANCE  EXES  SHJ.RP  CUT-TTashington-  A  group  of  Congressional 
agriculture  policy  makers  is  preparing  to  recommend  that  the  Federal' crop 
insurance  program  be  slashed  down  the  line  to  little  more  than  an  txperiraental 
and  information  gathering  program  next  year, 

A  Special  seven  man  subcoLimittee  of  the  iiouse  ^gricuituro  CoLii".d.ttee 
under  Representative  Tlilliam.  S,  Hill  ui  Colorado  is  now  drafting  legislation 
calling  for  what  amounts  to  a  token  program  for  1948  crop  wheat,  cotton,  flax, 
corn  and  perhaps  tobacco,  and  a  reduction  of  close  to  50  percent  in  funds  to 
administer  tho  program. 


SUG/.R  'rLUT-As  sugar  industry  officials  conferred  y.dth  Government  men  in 
■•ashington  in  an  effort  to  seek  an'  outlet  for  backed  up  sugar  sup^">lies  in 
first  hands,  some  processdrs  reduced  their  prices'  as  an  inducement  to  buj^ers 
to  make  nev^r  purchases.    One  suggestion  is  put  forth  that  a  new  canning  stamp 
be  made  available  irrnediately,  stead  of  July  1,  in  an  effort  to  move  supplies 
into  consuming  channels. 


WOL  TRADE  THREAT  SEEN  IN  DUTY  RI SB-Declaring  that  proposed  legislation 
to  impose  a  fee  of  50  percent  over-  existing  tariff  duties  oh  the  im^^ortation 
of  TOol  v.dll  sound  the  death  knell  of  the  domestic  wool  industry,  Bernard  B, 
Smith,  counsel  to  the  American  Trade  Association  for  British  Woolens,  urged 
Senator  Edvrard  V,  Robertson  and  Congressnam  Clifford  R,  Hope,  the  sponsors 
of  such  legislation,  to  mthdrav/  that  proposal  from  Congress, 


ONLY  .U.S.  COTTON  GOES  TO  GERli'.NT,  J;.PhN  DURING  1947~Vjashington-ijnerican- 
groTO  cotton  is  guaranteed  a  favorable  position  in  German  and  Japanese  markets, 
senator ^  John  J,  Sparkman  of  Alabama  saia  here  today.    Qniy  i-uaerican  cotton,  he 
said,  Trill  be  used  in  Japan  and  the  joint  occupation  areas'  of  Germany  durinfr 
1947. 
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From  Philadelphia  Bulletin,  May  2  -  , 

IlJDEPSEIiElTT  BUTCHSRS  PIAfI  SO-D&Y  PRICE  CUT  -  The  300  memlDers  of  the  Associated 
Butchers,  who  operate  small,  independent  shops  and  corner  grocery  stores  here, 
have  agreed  to  reduc;  their  markup  on  meat  sales  for  30  days  in  compliance  with 
President  Truina,n' s  pi  iu-- cutting  plea. 

This  was  announced  labb  night  "by  Arthur  E,'  I)ennis,  counssl  for  the  associa^- 
tion,  after  an  executive  session  meeting, 

Dennis  said  that  v/holesalers  have  increased  prices  last  week  on  ^beef  and 
porke    Dex^site  this,  he  added,  the  retailers  have  agreed  to  make  less  profit 
in  the  hope  that  it  will  serve  as  an  e^^mple  to  others  in  the  food  field« 

Prom  Philadelphia  Bulletin,  May  4  - 

BIG  POTA.TO  CARGO  MlUj  GO  TO  SPAUT;  POUR  SHIPS  MILL  LOAD  12,000  TOiTS  III  PORT  - 
Enough  potatoes  to  supply  the  entire  Philadelphis  consuming  area  with  that 
commodity  for  a  two-week  period  will  "be  shipped  through  the  local  port  soon, 
it  v/as  reported  yesterday  in  shipping  cir.cles. 

Totaling  12,000  tons,  the  potatoes  are  consigned  to  the  Spanish  Government 
under  a  surplus  commodity  transaction  wherein  the  Government  stepped  in  and 
purchased  them  from  Midwestern  growers  to  peg  the  price* 

Pour  Spanish-flag  ships,  the  Santi,  Inake,  Bachi  and  Rita's  Sister  are  now 
in  port  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  potatoes  to  reliev;e  the  food  shortage 
in  their  homeland. 

Prom  Lincoln  (lTe"br.)  Journal  &  Star,  Apr,  27  - 

p[JLIwSIEAM  PRODUCTION  -  Editorial  -  Presumahly  Secretary  Anderson  plans 
to  elahorate  later  on  that  part  of  his  proposal  for  full-steam  farm  production 
which  v;ould  provide  for  sale  of  surplvis.  commodities  to  needy  countries  ahroad 
at  special  prices.    He  harely  mentioned  it  in  his  Monday  appearance  "before  the 
house  agriculture  committee  v;hen  he  descri'bed  a  system  of  guaranteeing  farm 
markets,  tliru  ena"bling  the  poor,  at  heme  and  a"broad,  to  "buy  at  all  tiines, 
■  He  elahorated  on  the  foreign  angle  only  "by  adding: 

"It  seems  inevita"blc  that  we  \i?ill  continue  to  need  regular  and  siza'blo 
foreign  markets  for  cotton,  wheat,  to"bacco,  lard,  rice  and  certain  fruits  and 
vegeta"bles,  .  ,    We  need  the  "benefits  of  an  international  organization  to  re- 
duce trade  "barriers  and  to  provide  a  world  clearing  house  for  commodity  agree- 
ments which  preserve  the  principle  of  international  economic  colla'boration  with- 
out running  contrary  to  domestic  policy," 

This  was  the  first  official  statement  to  the  American  pu"blic  of  an  idea 
which  has  heen  fermenting  in  the  PAO  (Pood  and  Agriculture  Organization)  of 
the  United  ilations.     It  is  part  of  a  revolutionary  new  way  of  thinking  a"bout 
world  tE-ade,  a  corollary  of  the  idea  that,  if  t'lere  are  surpluses  of  food  any- 
where in  the  world,  and  if  people  are  hungry  any^./here,  the  United  ilations  must 
provide  a  "bridge  thru  which  one  can  reach  the  other. 

The  details  have  not  "been  worked  out  —  the  v;ho,lo  idea  is  still  as  vague  as 
is  the  knov/ledge  of  v/hom  food  surpluses  will  exist,  and  involves  pro"blem.s  which 
seem  almost  unsolva'ble.    The  "back"bono  of  such  an  a,rrangement  would  seen  to  "be 
a  system  where"by  American  products  would  sell  at  vorld  prices  regardless,  of 
their  fall  "below  domestic  prices,  cither  thru  government  su"bsidy.  United  Ifetions 
su"bsidy,  or  thru  a  concept  of  exports  as  a  sort  of  "secondary  production," 
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From  Tcrrc- Hjoite  (Ind,)  Star,  Apr*  29- 


HCOITOLIY  O;^  ABTIIjmECS  ^  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agrioilturo  Anderson-has 
proposed  a  realistic  farm  program  to  succeed  the  v/artime  price-support  sctup» 
It  is  ha-scd  on  the  theory-  that  food  should  "be  grown  in  ahundance  and  consumed 
the  same  v;ay. 

This  is  quite  a  dGpsxturC;  from  the  present  practice  of  nr.intaining  all  .. 
artificial  high  prices  and-- dijiraping  surpluses,  as  well  as  from  the  prewar  economy 
of  scarcity,  which  paid  farmers  for  lowering  the  food  supply  to  match' lov/ered 
"buying  pov/er^ 

Mr»  Anderson  would  put  a  floor  under  consumption  and  msike  "some  sort  of 
food  allotment  program  availa"ble  at  all  times,"    Wj.th  such  a  flexible  setup, 
neither  a.  temporary  slujnp  nor  a  depression  would  have  to  mean  lack  cf  food 
for  the  poorly  paid  ©reemployed,    farmers  could  raise  food  in  the  knov;l edge 
that  it  v/ould  "be  eaten.    Instead  of  paying  the  farmer  for  not  producing,  the 
government  v/ould  huy  food  for  thos  who  couldn' t  afford  it» 

In  addition,  the  secretary  would  like  to  see  this  government  enter  into 
agreements  with  other    countries  for  the  sale  of  our  food  surpluses  at  reduced 
prices.    It  seems  likely  that         Anderson' s  former  congressional  colleagues 
will  give  his  plan  consideration  when  they  start  v/riting  a  nov/  farm  "bill^ 


from  Baltimore  (Md,)  Sun,  Ifcy  3  - 

A  GIDlSIiTG  UOED  ABOUT  TH3  ECCHOMIC  .PROSPECTS  -  Editorial  -  Dr,  Lionel  Edie 
has  "bccn_  saying  some  soothing  things  to  the  Senate  Pinance  Committee  and  his 
remarks  arc  v/orthy  of  comment.    An  economist  and  investment  counselor  of  re- 
pute, Br,  Edie  declines  to  join  thos'  of  his  colleagues  who  see  a  sliarp  reces- 
sion in  the  offing.    It  could  happen,  of  course,  just  as  foolishness  in  any 
line  can  hring  on  diaster.      But  vifith' fair- to-middling  wisdom  on_  the  part  of 
all  parties  to  the  economic  process,  Br,  Edie  thinks  we-  may  "be  Rhlc  to  even 
off  at  a  high  level  of  prosperity  on  a  reasonr.hly  enduring  ."basis. 

But  wh:\t^  ahout  high  prices?    Br,  Edie  thinks  their  explanation  is  fairly 
simple.    There  has  "been  a  tremendous  expansion  in  purchasing  pov/er^    Of  this 
there  are  all  sorts  of  signs,'  Money  in  circulation  is  up  from  around  i?7,000,- 
000,000  in  1939  to  around  $28,000,000,000  now.     In  the  years  of  even  the  higl>- 
est  taxes,  half  the  cost  of  the  war  v/as  financed  "by  'borrowing,-  largely  tlirough 
the  "banlcing  system.    This  led  to  a  "momctization  of  the  debt '^ "because  as  Govern- 
ment securities  soaked  into  the  banking  system  they  worked  to  expand  ba.iil:ing 
reserves,    Banlcing  reserves  ir^  turn  supported  an.  expansion  of  banking -credit 
from  six  to  -ten  times  as  la-rge* 

Prom  Pittsburgh  (Pa,)  Post-Gazette,  Apr,  29  - 

POOB  AKB  lilPLATIOiiT  -  The  big.  factor  in  America's  runaway  cost  of  living  is 
food.     Since  1939  food  prices  have  risen  140.  per  cent,  compared  with  only  61 
per  cent  for  other  prizes.    Pood  prices  account  for  about  70  per  cent  of  the 
increase  in  the  constimers'  price  index  since  January  1,  1946,     Tlie  reason  for 
all  this    is  simple:     an  unprecedented  foreign  demand  coupled  with  an  unpro- 
cedented  domestic  demand. 
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'From  NeTiT  York  Tdjnes,  May  7  - 

FAHN  SEES  ADVia\TCE  IN  PKICES  CHECKED;  TELLS  kET^Jl  GilOUP  IN  DETROIT 
FROM  NOW  ON  REDUCTION  SHOULD  BE  POSSIiiLE-Detroit-It  appears  eviaent  that 
retailers  have  succeeded  in  stopping  the  up'ward  movement  of  prices  and  irom 
thispoint  it  should  be  possible  gradually  to  bring  about  a  reduction,  Lew  Hahn, 
president  of  the  National  Retail  Dry  Goods  dissociation  said  toaay  at  a  meeting 
here  of  the  Retail  Merchants  Association, 

"At  this  moment,  hov;ever,"  Mr.  Hahn  added,  "we  cannot  be  sure  that 
the  forward  movement  of  prices  may  not  be  resmed.    Some  manufacturers  have 
canceled  proposed  price  increases  and  are  yraiting  to  determine  whether  or  not 
price  rises  vdll  become  necessary," 


U.S.  URGED  TO  KEEP  liLOUR  EXPORT  CURB:  MOVE  WOUI-D  INSURE  CAPACITY 
OPERATION  OF  JGLLS'IN  U7-U8,  FDER/iTION  IS  TOLD-Chicago-Extension  of  Govern- 
ment export  controls  beyond  June  30  T^-as  urged  today  to  insure  capacity  operations 
in  United  States  flour  mills  during  the  1947-48  crop  year.    Atherton  Bean  of 
MiTOieapolis,  vice  president  of  the  International  Milling  Com.pany,  informed  the 
Mailers  National  Federation  in  convention  here  that  heavy  shipments  of  flour 
abroad  would  be  assured,  at  least  for  the  next  year,  if  controls  were  continued. 
American  labor,  farmers  and  the  milling  industry  ¥>rould  benefit  by  the  move, 
he  declared. 


BRITAIN  DYING  OF  STARVATION.,  -EKPERT  ON  NUTRITION  STATES-London-Britain 
is  a  nation  slowly  dying  of  starvation,  Dr.  Franklin  Bicknell,  member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  and  noted  nutritionist,  asserted  today  in  an  article  in 
The  Medical  Press,  one  of  the  major  organs  of  the  medical  profession. 

Dr.  Bicknell  said  that  the  average  Englishman  consumed  no  more  than 
2,100  calories  a  day,  instead  of  the  miniaium  of  3,000  that  he  held  to  be  necessary 
He  added  that  Britain  v/as  the  "worst -fed  nation  in  -v\.estern  Europe — including 
Germany, 


■  RUSSIANS  INCRE/iSE  CROPS:  RADIOACTIVE  ELEI'^'IENTS  SAID  TO  aWE  CAUSED'  RISE 
IN  YIELDS-London-The  Moscow  radio  said  today  that  Russian  a/7ricult urist  had 
increased  the  yield  of  rubber  plant  and  sugar  beet  harvests  by  the  use  of  radio- 
active elements .    Quoting  Alexander    Vinogradov  director  of  the  Geochemistry 
Institute  the  broadcaster  said  experiments  had  shov^n  "radioactive  elements  raise 
the  harvest  yield,  accelerate  blossom.ing  and  ripening  of  plants  and  increase  the 
carbohydrate  content."    A  sugar  beet  harvest  !'rose  from  155  to'  175  hundredweight, 
while  the  sugar  content  increased  from  14  to  22  percent,"  he  said,  after  beets 
were  subjected  to  the  action  of  radioactive  elements. 
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From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  7  -  '  . 

SUGAR  QUOTA  RISE  SOUGHT  FOR  CUBA-Yfeshington-Secretary  Anderson  has 
asked  Congress  to  reviev.r  the  sugar  quota  law  v.dth  a  view  to  a  possible  increase 
in  the  Cuban  share  of  the  United  States  market. 

In  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  ^ouse, 
the  Agricultural  Secretary  urged  early  hearings  although'  ^.uotas  have  been 
suspended,  since  19A2  and  Anderson  said  he  re^aras  it  as  "extremely  doubtful" 
they  Td.ll  be  needed  before  .194-9. 

The  act  establishes  fixed  shares  of  the  American  m^arket  for  sugar 
exporting  nations  and  for  the  beet  and  cane  producing  areas  of  this  country. 
Its  purpose  vas    to  stabilize  the  price  of  sugar. 

The  quotas — the  amount  of  the  market  allotted  to  various  domestic 
and  foreign  producers— were  suspended  during  the  var  because  of  the  world 
shortage  of  su^r. 


HIGH  PRICES  L;JD  TO  US  GR:JN  BUnNG-V,'ashington-The  Administration  ^-as 
today  charged  in  Congress  ^vith  responsibility  for  bringing  about  high  price 
levels , 

The  accusation  was  made  by  Representative  August  K,  Andresen  (Rep. 
Minn,)  who  declared  that  Vihile  the  /dmdnistrat'ion  was  appealing  to  business 
to  slash  prices,  it  had  itself  contributed  to  the  inflationary'"  spiral  by 
"ill-timed  and  reckless  buying"  of  grains  and  other  foods  for  shipment  abrcdd. 


i 


GRAIN  TRi.NSPORTATION  SITU..TION  BEST  IN  YEARS-Tashington-The  Office 
of  Defense  Transportation  announced  today  that  the  United  States*  is  now,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  194-7  grain  season,  in  a  better  position  Tdth  respect  to 
transportation  of  the  new  grain  crop  than  in  any  year  since  1944-, 


URGES  TURPENTINE  LOAN    PROGRiJii-Savannah-Harvey  Langdale,  president 
of  the  American  Turpentine  Farraers  association,  announced  touay  his  organization 
would  seek  restoration  of  the  Government  loan  program  on  turpentine  and  rosin. 


SOUTH  NEEDS  NITRiiTES-A  Journal  of  Commerce  survey  of  the  cotton  belt 
indicates  that  in  all  sixteen  Southe-rn- States  nitrate  fertilizers  are  approximately 
20  percent  short  of  the  requirements  of  cotton  farmers.    Potash,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  in  easier  supply  only  Alabama  and  North  Carolina  reported  shortages. 


Frcm  Yfell  Street  Journal,  May  7  - 

TV/O  MORE  COMP/JIES  ANNOUICE  PRICE  CUTS-T'.ro  companies  announced  price 
reductions  on  their  lines  yesterday.    Matheny  &  Bacon,  Inc,  of  Seattle,  one 

of'  the  largest  building  supplies  in  the  Northrrest,  announced  they  were  cutting 
prices  of  new  building  material  by  2%  to  50%.    The  comparysaid  their  lumber  will 
go  down  by  $6  to  $il4  a  thous.ond  .feet, 

The  Electric  Hose  &  Rubber  Co.  of  Wilmington,  Del,  reduced  prices  by 
an  average  of  18.3^  on  its  entire  line. 
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From  Memphis  (Tenn, )  Commercial  Appeal,  Apr,  29  - 

IITCE3A3I1  IIT  GOTTOIT  PROM  EGYPT  IS  A'SKSD;  mRIiFF  GROUP  URGES  50  PERCENT 
Q,UOTA  BOOST  -  Washington  ~  A  50  per  cent  increase  in  the  quota  for  importa- 
tion of  Egyptian  cotton  into  this  country  has  Taeen  recommended  hy  the  Tariff 
Commission,  it  was  learned  Monday,  :■  . 

The  commission,  in  its  report  to  President  Truman,  recommended  a  quota 
for  the  next  cotton  year  of  23,000,000  pounds,  an  increase  of  roughly  50  per 
cent  over  the  present  tjuota. 

Although  the  report  is  classified  as  "confidential"  until  it  is  released 
by  the  l/liite  House,  it  was  understood  that  officials  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  are  studying  it  now.     Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  will  use 
this  stu-dy  as  the  hasis  for  his  recommendations  to  President  Triiman, 

It  is  regarded  as  almost  certain  that  Secretary  Anderson  will  oppose 
any  such  large  increase  as  recommended. 

The  Tariff  Commission' s  reconmendation  was  the  result  of  a  one-day 
hearing  several  weeks  ago  on  the  petition  of  certaan  cotton  importers  and  mill 
interests  for  an  increase  in  the  quaJitity  of  Egyptian  imports* 


Prom  Pt»  Uayne  (Ind.)  Journal~Gazette,  Apr,  30  - 

LUIIBER  nUA-IiiRS  SAY  HJILDIIIG  BOOH  PIZZLE]}  -  A  "building  "boom  which  many 
people  e:cpected  this  year  has  failed  to  materialize,  according  to  mem"bers  of 
the  Lumher  and  Supply  Dealers  Cluh  which  met  yesterday.    The  figurgjs  to  date 
for  the  current  year  are  running  TDehind  those  of  last  yea,r  for  the  same  period, 
it  was  said.    Many  items  needed  in  ouilding  are  still  hard  to  get  and  un-» 
favoralDlo  weather  was  thought  to  Tdg  a  factor,  . 


Prom  Tampa  (Pla,)  Tri"buno,  Apr.  30  - 

L-'IASTL:R  CITRUS. BRA.1TD  SIMILAR  TO  'SUMIST'  P'  OPOSED  POP:  PLORIIA  _  Lakelands-- 
A  revolutionary  plan  to  set  up  a  Florida  citrus  "master  "brand"  xvith  slightly 
higher  maturity  standards  to  "be  promoted  "by  increased  advertising  taxes,  was 
proposed  at  a  meeting  of  the  industry's  powerful  legislative  committees  hero 
today, 

With  a  name  for  the  all-Florida  hrand  still  to  he  found,  the  idea  is  to 
push  a  "brand  of  Plb.rida  citrus  in  the  same  way  California  has  promoted  "sun- 
kist"  oranges. 

The  committees  will  meet  here  again  Monday  afternoon  to  decide  what,  if 
any,  formal  legislation  will  he  presented  to  the  current  session  of  the  legis- 
lature "based  on  the  plan  offered  today. 

Advocates  of  higher  maturity  laws  won  a  point  in  recommending  that  the 
master  "brand  of  oranges  ha,ve  a  minimum  solids  content'  of  8,7  per  cent  for 
"both  natural  and  color-added  fruit,    Minimiun  solids  percentage  on  natural 
color' oranges  is  now  7,5  for  color-added. 

To  exploit  and  promote  the  new  "brand,  which  could  "be  used  optionally 
"by  the  state's  citrus  shippers,  the  plan  would  raise  the  s-dvertising  tax  on 
oramges  from  tv;o  cents  to  three  cents  per  "box  and  on  grapefruit  from  three 
cents  to  four  cents  per  "box. 
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From  Cincinnati  (Ohio)  Times-Star,  Apr,  30  - 

li/HAT  ABOUT  ami  PRICES?  -  Editorial  -  Pessimists  complain  that  the  cam- 
paign for  lov/er  prices  at  the  retail  level  is  suggestive' of  King  Canute's 
order  to  the  waves.     The  retailer  can  point  to  high  v/holes"ale  prices,  the 
wholcss.ler  points  to  high  manufacturing  prices  and  the  manufacturer  points 
to  high  lalDor  costs  and  lov;  laljor  output.    Tq  cut  through  this  endless  and 
futile  round  the  Senate-House  Committee  on  the  economic  report  announces 
that  it  v/ill  study  the  problem  of  high  prices  and  will  concentra,te  upon  high 
farm  and  food  prices,         •   '  . 

All  the  excitement  ever  the  ITewturyport  Plan  ignores  the  fact  that  farm 
and  ba-sic  food  prices  are  the  worst  devil  of  the  piece.    Since  1S39,  for 
.example,  iron  and  steel  prices  have  gone  up  about  30  per  cent,  or  less  than 
wages.    General  comnodity  prices,  apart  from  food,  have  risen  about  60  per 
cent,    Food  prices  are  up  140  per  cent  and  farm  prices  180  per  cent.  Pood 
costs  are  responsible  for    70  per  cent  of  the  climb  in  the  cost  of  living 
since  the  beginning  of  1946, 

The*  ^oint  Congressional  committee  will  try  to  do  two  things:  discover 
the  causes  of  high  farm  and  food  prices  and  see  what  can  be  done  to  bring 
them  down.    The  problem  of  cause  is  the  topic  of  a  hot  controversy.  Many 
observers  blame  Government  farm  subsidies,  which  aim  at  "farm  pe-rity,  "  Presi- 
dent Truman  and  many  other  .flatly  deny  this,  pointing  out  that  basic  farm 
prices,  are  v;ell  above  the  "support"  levels.     They 'blame  the  price  rise  in  the 
market  basket  on  heavy  foreign  relief  demand,  coupled  with  unprecedented  home 
demand. 

&  _  _  _  _ 

From  Philadelphia  Bulletin,  May  1  -  ■  ■ 

FAPJ^  PHOSPEEITT  -  Editorial  -  ¥ith  more  money  in  his  pocket  than  ever, 
the  midv/estern  farmer  displays  little  resistance  to  high  prices.    High  food 
costs,  which  no\i;  take  up  about  40  per  cent  of  the  average  city  man's  income,, 
can  be  almost  forgotten  by  a  midwestcrn  farmer.    What  the  f9,r-icr  has  to  buy 
has  increased  less  than  v;hat  he  has  to  sell-,  as  the  parity  price  index  shows. 

This  farm  prosperity  is  not  universal  or  evenly  spread.     Its  peak  is  in 
California  and  the  midwestcrn  States,  stretching  from  the  Canadian  border  to 
Texas,    Hrgh  grain  and  cattle  prices  have  done  loss  to  boost  the  farmers^  . 
income- along  the  Atlantic  coastline.    But  it  is  probably  true  that  Pennsyl*- 
vania  and  iJew  Jersey  farmers  are  not  fighting  in  the  front  lines  of  the 
buyers' . resistance.    Host  of  them  are  better  off  than  they  have _ been  in  years, 
although  there  are  individual  exceptions, 

With  farm  labor  at  record  wages,  thousands  of  farmers  are  investing  in 
labor-displacing  new  machinery.     The  bumper  crops  of  tjic  last  six  years  v;ere 
harvested  with  fewer  farmhands  than  the  relatively  smaller  production  of  pre- 
war days. 

Farmers  need  as  much  pre'aching  to  about  high  prices  as  business,  but  so 
far  the  President  has  shown  great  restraint.    Neither  the  Democrats  Lor  the 
Republicans' have  any  f  ond^a§.a,ii£ea?«sthat  kind  of  a  low  price  campaign, 

■      H  A  RY  I-     ...  •  ■ 
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From  New  York  Times,  May  14  - 

COirPON  ADW.NGED  TO  CUT  SUG/iR  GLUT:  SPARE  NO.  12  IS  GOOD  FOE  TEN  POUNDS 
JUNE  1,  A  MONTH  AHEAD  OF  SCI-F.DULE-'.'ashington-The  second  sugar  stamp,  Spare  No.  12, 
good  for  10  pounds,  vdll  be  vali'iated  on  June  1  instead  of  on  July  1  as  originally 
was  schedule,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  announced  today. 

This  ¥v'as  one  in  a  series  of  moves  to  get  a  sugar  glut  out  of  the  ware- 
houses while  railroad  box  cars  still  are  available. 

Later  in  the  day.  Senator  Joseph  R,  McCarthy,  Republican,  of  "'"isconsin 
threatened,  in  a  speech  on  the  Senate  floor,  to  introduce  m.easures  to  end  all 
sugar  controls,  v'hich  are  scheduled  to  expire  Oct.  31  unless  reenactod.  He 
called  sugar  rationing  "an  incredibly  fantastic  farce,"  piling  up  "tremendous 
surpluses"  T;hile  "the  a.verage  farmer's  wife,  as  well  as  many  other  houseydves, 
beg  itor  sugar  so  that  the  food  which  they  ordinarily  prGser\''e  does  not  go  to 
waste," 


HOUSE  N.y^'IES  GROUP  FOR  ACTION  ON  WOOL-l^feshington-A  special  committee 
on  wool  legislation  was  appointed  today  by  the  House  Republican  Steering  Comjnittee. 

Representative  Hallcck,  Republican,  of  Indiana,  said  that  an  effort 
mil  be  Tiade  to  draft  a  bill  to  satisfy  all  wool  men. 


URGES  PRICE  DROP  TO  ;.VEIiT  SLUIvlP-Postwar  price  levels  vri.ll  remain  about 

50  percent  higher  than. .orevrar .  T.  Russ  Hill,  president  ana    t?neral  m.anaper  of 
Rexair,  Inc.,  and  the  Martin  Parry  GQrporatlv;n,  Detroit,  tola  members  ox  the 

of  the  Sales  Executives  Club  at  its  v;eekly  luncheon  yesterday,, 

Nevertheless,  he  said,  prices  of  necessities  must  come  down  if  the 

country  is  to   avq-ida  recession,  and  "if  the  national  budget  goes  over  the 

twenty  billion  dollar  mark  v/e    are  sunk," 


^  ST/JTDARDS  FOR  JROZSN  PDODS-Plans  for  a  program  to  establish  natior- 

vn.de  standards  for  frozen  food  packaging  were  m.ade  yesterday  for  the  first  time  ' 
by  representatives  of  all  branches  of  the  frozen  food  industry  under  the  auspices 
of  the  .American  Standards  Association, 


'ASIAHC  RICE  STU-DY  BY  FRO  BEGUN  IN  IrJDIA-Bombay  An  intensive  inquiry 

into  the  serious  and  recurring  shortages  of  rice  in  southeast  Asia  be^n  here" 
toaay  173. th  the  arrival  of  fivp  n->m>>or.a  .--r  o        ^    j.   i  " 

t.e  ..re.tor  genera.  o/iS  '^^^^'^^  f.^^^.Sr S^aSLSo, 
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Srco  Not  York  Tines,  May  14 

BJvWJJim  TAKES  CONTROL  Oi  i'OOD-Paris-PreLiier  Paul  Rajiiadier  assuiaed 
the  direction  of  the  food  supply  services  today  and  "oacked  by  the  Cabinet,  ordered 
drastic  measures  to  reduce  the'v/heat  shortage  and  get  bread  during  the  next  tv^o 
critical  months. 


From  N,Y,  Journal  of  Commerce,  Ulay  14  - 

ARI.IY  ASKS  MORE  miEIiT  FOR  REICH-^.'Tashington-Large  additional  quantities 
of  wheat  must  be  shipped  to  Germany  in  the  next  snx  v;oeks,  regardless  of  price 
consequences  in  the  ^nited  States,  the  Ihite  House  ivas  ad\'lsed  toda.y. 

The  Far  Department  has  told  both  the  Thite  House  and  the  State 
Department  that  it  m.ust  have  150,000  tons  of  v/heat  shipped  into  Germany  during 
June,  it  TiTas  learned. 

The  request,  has  put  the  Agriculture  Department  squarely  on  the  spot. 
Accused  in  Congress  and  elsewhere  of  rurxiing  uj)  v/heat  prices  by  the  methods  it 
was  employed  to  procure  wheat  and  other  grains  for  shijxients  abroad,  the  department 
is  now .  faced  mth  the  possibility  of  having  to  buy  still  more  grain  in  the  already 
tight  market  for  nearby  delivery. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  Ih.j  14  - 

FEDER.M  ECONOMISTS  FEND  INCRE/.SING  SIGNS  TIt.T  BOOM  IS  E/^DlNG-uashington- 
The  nation's  families  are  going  back  to  the  old  J'merican  custom  oi  living  off 
next  week's  paycheck. 

The  rush  of  cash  buyers  for  autonobiles,  rauios,  vashing  machines  and 
all  the  other  things  that  give  /iiuericans  tlie  vvorld's  best  standard  of  living 
is  tapering  off.    It  rras  a  wartime  phenomenon  anycay.    Today  we're  reverting  to 
the  old  habit  of  $1  dovn  and  $1  when  you  catch  me. 

To  the  government's  ec-'nomists  that's  just  one  of  a  number  of  t-lltPles 
whispering  that  the  postwar  boon  is  fr.ding. 

V-lhcther  the  telltales  add  up  to  depression,  recession  or  iust  a  re+urn 
to  normalcy  no  one  knows.    But  the  nation  seems  to  be  "catchinr^  uo".    The  hi<^h  cnst 
of  living  has  caught  up  vrlth  the  war  fattened  pay  envelope.       ^    '        "      "  ^ 


Washington'^TrTrlnrf;™'  f  ™         ^^"^  ^''^       /^IffNISTR^mON  SPOKESMEN- 
itfcsnington-  The  Truman  iidm.inistration  opened  its  fi^xht  for  extension  of  Pv-nr+ 
controls  for  a  j.ar  beyond  June  30  befoL  a  Senate  ^udicSry  SuSc^itte^? 
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From  Flint  (Mich.)  Journal,  May  6  -  ' 

U»   S«  APPSTI'ZS  GHOWS  BI&GER  -."Before  the  war,  average  consumption  of  eggs 
in  the  United  States  was  298  per  person  per  year^     During  the  war  it  jumped  to 
392  —  an  average  of  an  egg.  a  day  apiece,  with  an  extra  egg  every  other  Sunday^ 

.  Thp.t  made  the  United  States  the  egg-eatingest  nation  in  history.     It  is 
all  the  more  remarlca'ole  when  contrasted  with  egg  consumption  in  Great  Britain, 
v/here  —  "because  of  wartime  rationing  —  people  were  lucky  if  they  got  an 
egg  a  month, 

'fiseacres  all  said  Americans  ate  so  many  eggs  liepause  they  couldnH  get 
enough  meat*    Ken  fru,it  consumption  was  expected  to  drop  when  the  war  was  over. 

Even  the  Department  of  Agriculture  iDet  that  way.    It  "bought  a  lot  of 
cackle  "berries  on  the  assumption  they  v/ould  "be  surplus*,    It  was  feared  the  mar- 
ket would  "be  glutted,  and  the  price  would  go  too  low»  . 

'The  v;ay  it  worked  out  v/as  that  the  American  people  "bought,  and  ate  more 
eggs  than  ever  "before »    The  rate  for  the  first  three  months  ^^ras  100  eggs  per  peir- 
son,400_a  year       an  egg  a  day  with  an  extra  every  Sunday.    This  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  there  was  more  meat  a,vaila"ble,    Heason  for  this  eggluttony  was 
simple.    People  had  more  money.    They  "bought  more  food* 


Prom  Nashville  Tonnes  scan,  l-fey  8  - 

VETS  Oi^  IAEI:S  DEFEAT  TO  'ISI^IS,'  LEGIOI?  DECLAEES  ~  The  establishment  of 
large  numhers  of  veterans  on  farms  would  go  far  to.  defeat  the  growth  of  "isms" 
in  the  United  States,  Tennesse  American  Legion  official's  Taelieve, 

Adequate  federal  aid  to.  this  end  v/as_  discussed  at  the  legion's  national 
executive  committee  spring  sessions  which  ended  yesterday  in  Indianapolis, 

Attending  the  sessions  were  Bascom  F»  Jones,  feshville,  a  past  national 
vice-comrnander  and  candidate  for  national  commander ;  Roane  Waring  of  Memphis, 
past  national  commander',  and  David  IT,  Harsh,  Memphis,  Legion  national  committee- 
man, 

"Tennosseo  is  largely  an  agricultural  state  and  is  definitely  interested 
in  congressional  legislation  looking  to  the  advancement  of  farm  production, " 
Waring  said,     'HfTe  TDelieve  the  greatest  safeguard  against  encroachement  of  any 
'ism''  on  our  soil  is  the  esta,"blislament  of  as  many  veterans  as  possi'ble  in  homes 
and  on  farms, " 

From  Du"buQue  ( I owa)  Telcgrapb-Hcrald  -  May  2- 

WHO  STARTS  IT?  -  Editorial  -  >/hethcr  food  and  farm  prices  must  come  down 
\jefore  industrial  prices  can  "be  reduced,  or  vice  versa,  is  a  good  'bit  like  the 
old  riddle  o'f  v;hich  came  first  —  the  chicken  or  the  egg?     The  argument  has 
now  reached'  the  stage'  of  vicious  circle, 

La"bor  demands  higher  wages  "because  food  prices  stay  high.  To  check  la"cor's 
demands,  _  the  President  sp.ys  prices  must  come  down.  Manufacturers  say  they  can't 
cut  "because  raw  rps.tcrial  costs  on  cotton,  wool,  fats  and  oils,  hides,  etc,,  keep 
going  up»  Parmcrs  say  they  can't  cut  "because  costs  on  clothing,  machinery, 
fertilizer,  and  other  things  they  "buy  keep  going  up.  Also,  "both  farm  and 
industrial  employers  say  wages  are  so  high  they  cq.n' t  cut  costs,  and  furthermore 
labor  is  now  mr>Jfcing  nev/  v/age  demands. 
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iFrom  Sioux  City  (Iowa)  Journal,  May  7  - 

P'JPJ-iApS  A  TJHliAT  SURPLUS  -  Editorial  -  Iiamp,   cool  weather  which  so  eerious- 
ly  has  intGrfcred  v;ith  seeding  of  spring  crops  all  through  this  territory  is 
ideal  for  v;her,t»    Perhaps  this  is  the  chief  reason  why  latest  government 
estima.tes  on  the  winter  wheat  crop  predict  547,401,000  "bushels  for.Zansas,  some 
30  million  bushels  ahovc  the  "big  1946  yield,  aad  an  increase  of  8  million 
"bushels  in  v/intcr  wheat  output  for  Ue'braska, 

If  the  nation's  total  wheat  crop  amounts  to  the  1,350,000,000  "bushels 
the  government  now  considers  pro"bal)lc,  an  allotment  of  350  million  Imshels 
for  export  to  foreign  shortage  areas  will  not  "be  out  of  line.    Until  this 
foreign  demand  is  supplied,  or  production  increased  in  devasto.ted  lands,  there 
is  little  danger  of  over-production  "by  America,n  farmers. 

Considering  the  pro'bahility  that  this  year's  wheat  crop  will  he  ample 
for  all  needs,  perhaps  sufficient  to  cause  the  government  to  recommend  a  re- 
duced acrea.gc  next  year,  planned  a,ttempts  to  augment  production  in  years  ahead 
are  likely  to  "bring  "bad  result s»    The  danger  of  plowing  up  natural  range  lo-hd 
to  attempt  its  use  for  farming  purposes  should  have  "been  driven  home  sufficient- 
ly "by  the  dust  howl  ejcperienccs  v;hich  followed  earlier  experimenting  in  tiiat 
direction.    Let  those  considering  tha.t  sort  of  program  try  checking  hack  in 
history  only  a  few  years  ho fore  going  into  it. 


Prom  Philadelphia  (Pa,)  Inq.uirer,  Hay  12  - 

POOD  CRISIS  ABROAJ)  CALLS  JOR  BUrlPLR  U,  S.  CROPS  -  Editorial  -  Hamburg's 
huge  ^food  demonstration"  on  Priday  dramatized  a  situation  of  steadily  in- 
croasdng  danger  throughout  3urope  which  must  be  met. 

Conditions  had  enough  in  any  event  have  been  made  infinitely  worse  by  a  • 
bitter  mntcr,   complica,ted  by  floods  which  have  heavily  reduced  spring  food 
stocks. 

In  the  British  Isles  and  on  the  Continent,  except  for  Denmark  and  a  few 
other  areas,  the  da-ily  food  allowa.ncc  is  sharply  below  the  30p0-calorie 
minim-'om  held  cssontia,l  by  nutritional  exports  for  the  average  man, 

■I'iio  :5ritish  provision  is  2100  cal    a  day.    A    physician  declared  Britain 
was  a  nation  "dying  of  starva-tion,  "     In  some  parts  of  Europe,  particularly  in 
Germany,   elements  of  the  population_ are  far  below  even  2100  calories,  A 
German  trade  union  leader  at  Hamburg  cried  out,     "Ue  want  to  tell  the  v/orld  that 
a  man  v/ith  800  calories  cannot  live," 

In    America  huge  crops  v/ill  be  essential  if  our  Government,  in  conjunction 
with  others,   is  to  be  in  a  position  to  head  off  starvation  and  disorders  and, 
perhaps,  make  some  headway  toward  real  improvement  of  the  postwar  food  situation 
abroad. 

That's  up  to  the  American  farmer  to  a  vitally  important  extent.  He  has 
shov/n  on  many  occasion^  tho.t  he  can  produce  on  a  huge  scale.  He  must,  by  all 
odds,   do  so  in  this  grave  world  situation. 


7  Y  i 
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,  l/fT  (T^g  nevrspapers  and  magazines  from  vMth  these  agricultural  items  are 

taken  are  on  file  in  Press,  :S^4^^,^£©^^ji^f3j^l    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 


From.  Ne\'r  .York  Times,  H'lay  13"*- 

llfHEAT  PRICE  DROP  SEEN  OF  i^O  TO  6OC  BY  ffiJiVEST-Louisville-Emmett  Loy 
president  of  the  Merican  Millers  Association,  today  predicted  a  v/heat  price 
drop  of  50.  to  60  cents  a  bxiehel  by  harvest  time. 

Addressing  the  association  at  the  beginning  of  a  tvro  day  meeting 
here,  l>'Ir,  Loy  declared:    "The  gravy  train  is  coming  to  an  end  v.lthin  the 
next  tv/elve  months.    The  grain  prices  are  far  higher  in  relation  to  other 
commodities  than  they  "v/ere  after  World  "War  I .    Next  year  is  an  unknovm 
quantity," 

Mr.  Loy  also  predicted  the  possibility  of  price  cutting  after  the 
Government's  buying  program  for  eiqjort  purposes  ends.. 


CALLS  «4.7  CROPS  FOOD  PRICE  KEY-Chicago-Stabilization  of  food  prices 
is  unlikely  until  distributors  knov  \vhat  prices  T"ill  be  set'on  rav:  and 
finished  products  from  the  194.7  harvest,  Nathan  Cummings,  ^resident  of  the 
Consolidated  Grocers  Conooration  declared  today.    Meanwhile,  there  tIII  be 
considerable  apprehension  regarding  stocks  on  shelves  and  in  v/arehouses. 


PUERTO  RICO  TO  SELL  POOD:  GOVERJJOR  SIGNS  BILL  SETTING  UP  STORES  TO  CUT 
PRICE  RISE-San  Juan-Gov,  Jesus  T,  Pinero  today  signed  a  bill  'authorizing  the 
Insular  Governraent  to  establish  and  operate  retail  stores  to  protect  consumers 
against  "the  constant  rise  in  the  prices  of  staple  commodities,,'* 


•BRI,TON  SAYS  RUSSIA  PLiiNS  POOD  EXPORTS-London-Starting  next  year  the 
Soviet  Union  plans  to  be,  able  to  export  v^heat  and  coarse  grain,  Harold 
Tdlson,  Secretary  of  the  Overseas  Trade  Department  told  the  House  of  Commons 
today. 


RUI/LiraA  DEIJIES  SENDING  U.o.  MKuxi  Tu  RUSSli^-tiucnarest-The  Government 
denied  today  reports  that  it  said,  had  appeared  in  the  Mierican  press  to 
the  effect  that  Rimania  had  delivered  to  Russia  I^UO  carloads  of  v/hite  flour 
milled  from  American  wheat  imT^orts, 


GI  FARM  BUYER.S  ^RNED: CREDIT  HEAP  SAYS  FANY  VETERANS  PAY  FOR  TOO  !'IUCH- 
Washington-I,.  ¥/.  Du,ggan,  governor  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  said  today 
many  vrar  veterans  were  paying  high  prices  for  farms  wMch  in  ten  years  probably 
would  be  worth  less  than  the  loans  granted  for  purchase  of  the  properties. 
He  testified  before  a  Senate  Agriculture  group  in  behalf  of  legislation  which 
would  enable  Federal  land  banks  to  make  loans  to  farmers. 
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From  Wall  Street  Journal,  May  13  - 

RECORD  FHEAT  EXPORTS  I^ILL  BE  IffiVED  OVERSE/.S  EROi'  THE  tt.s.  T'^^TS  m"-R- 
The  expected  mannoth  crop  of  some  1  •,•3  'billion  bushels  of  wheat  noT;  has  Agri- 
culture Secretary-  finderson  thinking  of  total  grain  exports  toprdng  500  million 
bushels  in  the  IQl^l-ZS  (mid— year  to  mid—year)  season.    Of  this,  a  minimum 
of  400  million  bushels  (including  flour)  yd.ll  be  wheat — if  the  big  crop 
materializes. 

Privately,  Secreta.ry  Anderson  v;orries  whether  it  will  be  physically 
possible  to  export  enough  wheat  to  keep  prices  above  the  Government  "support" 
levels.    He  fears  the  CCC  may  have  to  make  loans  on  millions  of  bushels. 


FREIGHT  C;JIS  AND  GR/.IK  BINS  VttLL  BE  Sm^IPED  iiS  YMEJ^  FLOOCS  FROM  FLEUDS- 
Harvesting  mil  be  in  fiill  svd.ng  hj  m.id  June,    And  the  harvest  time  congestion 
of  recent  years  T.dll  be  repeated—on  a  vaster  scale.    Grain  men  say  that 
unless  more  freight  cars  are  moved  into  the  Southwest,  much  i-.'heat  is  sure  to 
be  piled  in  the  open  on  the  gruund, 

The  lack  of  freight  cars  and  storage  space  reflects  not  so  much  a 
shortage  of  these  by  normal  standards  as  their  insufficiency  in  the  face  of 
the  latest  U,S,  agricultaral  phenomenon — billijn ' bushel  plus  wheat  crops. 


\n]:G-ETAELE  CANOTNG  is  headed  for  cutbacks  this  year.    Early  government 
surveys  indicate  pickle  packers  mil  cut  operptions  11^  from  last  year. 
Kraut  contracts  so  far  call  for  46^  less  cabbage  this  ye^r  than  last.  Beet 
plantings  are  indicated  dovm  32%,  spinnach  2Gt,  tomatoes  It,  snap  beans  If, 
and  peas  l^f.    Present  big  stocks  of  canned  food  and  slow  retailer  buying 
make  packers  nervous. 


SUG/vR  FILE  UP  keeps  abuilding  on  the  East  Coast,    ^t  has  reached  the 
point  where  some  big  refiners  have  cut  operations  to  four  days  a  vreek.  The 
refiners  worry  over  the  thought  long  years  of  sugar  rationing  have  gotten 
Americans  into  the  Ixibit  of  using' less  sugar.    They  look  rdstfully  fon':ard  to 
hot  summer  months,  heavy  soft  drink  consmption,  and  perhaps  decontrol  to 
give  them  a  helping  hand. 


HOGS  FATTEN  fast  on- a  salty  diet.    So  say  pig  pen  experimenters  of 
Purdue  University,    The  fed  porkers  one  third  ounce  of  salt  a  day  in  the 
daily  ration,    -^-^nd  they  claim  that  the  pigs  getting  the  s' It  gained  weight 
two  and  a  half  times  as  fast  as  pigs  on  a  saltless  menu.    For  each  pound  of 
salt  fed,  say  the  experimenters,  a  hog  gained  45  extra  pounds.    The  hogs 
don't  eat  morej  but  they  gut  more  poundage  from  \/hat  tney  eat. 
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From  Little  Eock  Arkansas  Gazette,.  May  6.-  .  , 

DOUI'TS  TEAT  JOOD  PZICJilS  l/ILL  DROP  -  .Present  costs  v/ill  prevent  any_  large 
reductions  in  overall  food  prices  this  year,  Watson  Rogers  of  Washington,  D^G 
president  of  the  National  i'ood  Brokers  Association,  said  here  yesterday, 

Mr,  Rogers,  who  flew  to  Little  Rock  to  address  the  Arkansas  Tiliolesale 
Grocers  Association  at  its,  annual  convention,  oelieved  there  would  "be  orJ.y 
"minor  adjustmante"  in  prices 

He  cited  the-  increased  cost  of  lator,  cans,  lahels,  freight  rates  and 
taxes.     These  raises  v/ill  force  some  groups  involved  in  the  production  and 
merchandising  of  food  to  a"bsorl)  a  loss  if  prices  are  held  at  the  1946 
level,  he  said»  , 

Hr»  Rogers  said  cannerie.s  were  contracting  for  produce  acreages  at  the 
same  prices  paid  last  year»- .  This  means  there  liiely  v/ill  lie  no  drop  in  rav/ 
food  prices. 

He  said  food  processors  were  increasing  their  lines,  "but  had  discovered, 
no  major  new  foods  in  the  last  year,  .  Foods  developed  during  the  war  that 
were  suitable  for  civilian  use  were  placed  on  the  market  a  year  ago  he  added. 


From  Top ska,  Kan.  Capital,  Hay  4  - 

URGIIS  ZAEUmRS  TO  TAKD  ADVAilTAQS  OF  THAiTSlTIOlT  PERIOD;  CAPP'JR  FARIGR 
EDITOR  GIl/ES  FOUR-POIUT  PLAN  FOR  GAXH  PROTECTIOH'  -  Farmers  can  made  thsir 
position  more  secure  for  the  future  if  they  v/ill  take  advantage  of  the 
present  transition  period  to  maice  their  business  more  efficient,  get  rid 
of  unprofitable  operations  and  avoid  needless  risks,  according  to  Ra^^  Yar— 
nell,  editor  of  Capper's  Farmer, 

Yarnell  suggests  the  follov/ing  four-point  program  "by  v/hich  a  farmer  can 
protect  kis  present  gains: 

1,  Resist  "buying  high-rpriced  land,  especially  on  credit,  Top-q[\iality 
management _  v;i  11  "be  required  to  show  a  profit  from  operating  land  hsught  at 
current  prices,  if  demand  slumps  and  farm  product  prices  decline,  ar  even  if 
they  don' t,  _  ' 

2,  A  farmer  wiil  "be  smart  to  pay  off  or  reduce  his  farm  mortgage  debt 
if  he  has  the  money, 

3,  If  he  caji' t  pay  off  his  debt,  it  will  be  to  his  advantage  to  arrange 
for  payment  over  a  long  period,  15  to  P5  years,  with  the  privilege  of  reduc- 
ing it  by  malting  annual  payments  on  principal, 

4,  A  farmer  can  try, to  do  a  better  job  of  operating  his  farm 'business, 
to    find  ways  to  increase  production  per  worker  and  reduce  unit  costs. 

From  Oekrland  (Calif,)  Tribune,  May  1  - 

CITRUS  BLAMSD  FOR  TOOTH. DECAY      Citrus  fruits,  except  oranges,  are 
potential  causes,  of  teeth  erosion,  Dr,  Leonard  Fosdick  of  the  ITorth-we stern 
University,  Chicago,  reported  to  the  California  Dental  Association  yesterday 
in  San  Fra,ncisco, 

Acids  attack  tooth  structures  only  v/hen  they  are  sufficiently  strong  to^ 
bring  about  chemical  changes. in  the  hard  substances  which  make  up  the  enamel, 
he  said,    "irnethcr  citrus,  fruits  could  contribute  to  the  process  would  depend, 
he  added,  vcpon  their  ability  to  .reinforce  the  acid  strength  which  varies 
widely  among  individuals. 
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'From  Grand  Ii'orks  (N.D,)  Herald,  May  3 

U.  S,  .LA-iTD  laEDS  M02S  PESTIIIZUS  -  T'ake  out  three  and  put  "back  one. 
That's  the  way  our  present  farming  practices  are  dealing  with  plant  nutrients 
in  the  soil, 

J'armors  will  add  atout  three  million  tons  of  the  principal  plant  nu- 
trients tlirough  their  applications  of  commercial  fertilizers  this  year.  The 
.crops  they  hr^rvest  will  remove  aliout  nine  million  tons. 

The  amount  added  in  animal  manures,  green  manures,  and  other  forms  can 
only  "bo  estimated;  iDut  the  amount  lost  through  crops  graxed  off  the  land, 
through  leacliing,  and  through  erosion  is  estimated  several  times  as  hiTh, 

A  "bill  to  establish  a  na,tiona,l  soil  fertility  program  has  'been  introduced 
into  the  congress  ty  Representative  John  W,  Plannagan,  Jr.,  of  Virginia, 

The  "bill  would  do  two  principal  things:     first,  enalDlc  fc;^rmers  to  learn 
the  kinds  and  amounts  of  fertilizers  thct  can  profitable  "be  applied,  through 
a  system  of  test,  demonstrations  in  which  the  farmers  themselves  would  partici- 
pate; second,  stimulate  the  production  of  more  fertilizer  materials  to  meet 
the  demand  that  the  test  demonstration  "orogram  would  create. 


Troiu  Waterloo  iloMo)  Coui-ier,  Hay  4  - 

WAT  CAUSSS  HIGH  PP.IC21S  -  Editorial  -  The  troulDlc  with  such  "schbmcs 
as  the  He\i/buryport,  Mass.,  10  per  cent  retail  price  cut  plan  is  that  it 
attempts-  to  deal  with  the  symptom.s  of  high  prices  rather  thaji  with  the  cause. 

The  truth  of  this  o"bscrvation  mo^y  "be  very  easily  proved  ty  figures  of 
the  "bureau,  of  Iptor  statistics,    -or  instance! 

Prices  of  farm  products  have  advancqd  19?  pei^  cent  while  the  retail  prices 
of  food  Imve  increased  only  95  per  cent. 

The  price  of  raw  cotton  has  increased  267  loer  cent  while  the  retail  price 
of  clothing  has  increased  only  80  per  cent, 

Heductions  in  the  retail  prices  of  food  and  clothing,  o'bviously,  can '"be 
made  dnlj  if  (l)  merchants    wholesalers  and  manufacturers  can  safely  reduce 
their  profits  or  costs,  {2)  the  distri"bution  ■  system  can  "be  made  more,  efficient 
or  (3)  the  produ.cers  of  raw  m.a,terials  will  accept  a  smaller  return. 

The  consuming  pu"blic,  naturally,  wants  all  of  those  things  ^to  happen. 
Price  reductions  v/hich  come  as  a,  result  of  greater  efficiency,  productivity 
and  competition  are  to  "be  v/elcomed  and  are  sound.    But  price  reductions  which 
attempt  "by  a,  "bookkeeping  operation  to  force  a  na.tionwide  drop  in  the,  price 
level  can  have  no  more  than  temporary  value. 


5  - 


?rom  Wilkes— Barre  (Pa,)  Times— I^eader  Hews,  i-iay 

TPZIIJT  GA  ".DEi;S  -  Editorial  -  This  year,  it's  to  be  Thrift  Gardens,  They 
will  replace  the  "Victory  Gardens  that  were  cultivated  by  20,000,000  Americrjis 
during  the  recent  conflict  a,n  a  special  contri"bution  tov/ard  the  v/ar  effort. 

Behind  Tlirift  Gardens  are  "xwo  lofty  purposes:     Reducing  the  high  cost 
of  living  and  checking  inflation.    There  are  other  dividends  a©  well,   such  a.s 
the  satisfaction  of  home-grown  products,  the  thrill  of  watching  things  grow 
and  the  improvement  of  yards  and  idle  plots, 

Parm  Digest  975-47 


DAILY  FARl.:  ^W.S  DIGEST 
(Pbr  May  U,  194-7) 


•U.-S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Information 
Y^ashington  25,  D.G. 


(The  newspapers  and  m^^zines  fron  which  these  agricultural  items 


are  taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  Phone  Gene  Harrison  at 

6031.) 

From  Nevf  York  Times,  May  14  -  • 

COITPON  AD^L^HGED  TO  CUT  SUG/iR  GLUT:  SPARE  NO,  12  IS  GOOD  FOR  TEN  POUNDS 
JUNE  1,  A  MONTH  AHE/^D  OF  SCIOTJLE>.^.:ashington-The  second  sugar  stamp,  Spare  No.  12, 
good  for  10  pounds,  vdll  be  validated  on  June  1  instead  of  on  July  1  as  originally 
vras  schedule,  the  Department  of  Agricult\ire  announced  today. 

This  was  one  in  a  series  of  r.oves  to  get  a  sugar  glut  out  of  the  ware- 
houses while  railroad  box  cars  still  are  available. 

Later  in  the  day,  Senator  Joseph  R.  McCarthy,  Republican,  of  '''Isconsin" 
threatened,  in  a  speech  on  the  Senate  floor,  to  introduce  measures  to  end  all 
sugar  controls,  v/hich  are  scheduled  to  expire  Oct.  31  unless  reenacted,  Ke 
called  sugar  rationing  "an  incredibly  fantastic  farce,"  piling  up  "tremendous 
surpluses"  v^hile  "the  a.verage  fanner's  ■wife,  as  well  as  manj'"  other  housev;ives, 
beg  for  sugar  so  that  the  food  virhdch  they  ordinarily  preserve  does  not  go  to 
waste," 


HOUSE  N;aiES  GROUP  FOR  ACTION  ON  LDOL-Y'as'hj.ngton-A  special  committee 
on  wool  legislation  v:as  appointed  today  by  the  House  Republican  Steering  Comjnittee, 

Representative  Halleck,  Republican,  of  Indiana,  said  that  on  effort 
will  be  made  to  draft  a  bill  to  satisfy  all  wool  men. 


URGE5  PRICE  DROP  TO  AVERT  SLIl'iP-Postwar  price  levels  will  reri'.ain  about 

50  percent  higher  than  .rrewar.  T.  Russ  Hill,  president  ana   -t^neral  manaper  of 
Rexair,  Inc.,  and  the  Martin  Parry  ■Corporation,  Detroit,  toia  menbers  of  the 

of  the  Sales  Executives  Club  at  its  weekly  l-Oticheon  yesterdayo 

Nevertheless,  he  said,  prices  of  necessities  must  come  down  if  the 

country?"  is  to   av«?ida  recession,  and  "if  the  national  budget  goes  over  the 

twenty  billion  dollar  mark  v/e    are  sunk," 


•^o  .4-.  STM^LRBS  PDR  fROZSN  FOODS-Plans  for  a  program  to  establish  natdor- 

vn.de  standards  for  frozen  food  packaging  ivere  made  yesterday  for  the  first  ti-p.e  " 
by  representatives  of  all  branches  of  the  frozen  food  industry  under  the  auspices 
of  the  j^merican  Standards  Association. 

ASIASC  RICE  STUDY  BY  FkO  BEGUN  IN  INDIA-Bombay  An  intensive  inquiry 
into  the  serious  and  recurring  shortages  of  rice;  in  southeast  Asia  beoan  here 
ll  lV^  ^''''^''^^  °^  ^^^"^  ^  -^^ice  study  group  speciall^  ur. 

by  the  director  general  of  the  United  Nations  Food  and  f gr icult^e  S^anl zat ion . 
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Fran  Nctj-  York  Times,  May  14-  - 


R/U\'i/;DIER  TAKES  CONTROL  Oi  i'OOD-Paris-Prei.iifcr  Paul  Kaiaadier  assumed 
the  direction  of  the  food  supply  services  today  and  backed  by-  the  Cabinet,  ordered 
drastic  measures  to  reduce  the  v/heat  shortage  and  get  bread  during  the  next  tT.'o 
critical  months. 


From  N.Y.  Joiirnal  of  Commerce^  Msiy  14  - 

ARlvIY  ASKS  MOxRE  mEIiT  FOR  REIGH-Washington-Large  additional  Quantities 
of  T/heat  must  be  shipped  to  Germany  in  the  next  -  six  vreeks,  regardless  of  price 
consequences  in  the  ^nited  States^  the  7«hite  House  was  ad\ased  today. 

The  T^ar  Department  has  told  both  the  P'hite  House  and  the  8tate 
Department  that  it  must  have  150,000  tons  of  viheat  shipped  into  Germany  during 
June,  it  iTas  learned » 

The  request,  has  put  the  Agriculture  Department  squarely  on  the  spot. 
Accused  in  Congress  and  elsewhere  of  running  up  vAieat  prices  by  the  methods  it 
was  employed  to  procure  v/heat  and  other  grains  for  shi^jments  abroad,  the  department 
is  now  faced  Vvdth  the  possibility  of  having  to  buy  still  r.ore  grain  in  the  already 
tight  market  for  nearby  delivery. 


B^om  Wall  Street  Journal,  May  14  - 

FEDER.\L  ECONOMISTS  PIND  INCRE/.SING  SIGNS  TKJI  BOOM  IS  RDING-T.ashington- 
The  nation' s  families  are  going  back  to  the  old  Jmerican  custom  oi  living  off 
next  v.-eek's  pe.ycheck. 

The  rush  of  cash  buyers  for  autonubiles,  raaios,  ^.ashing  machines  and 
all  the  other  things  that  give  itaericans  the  world's  best  standard  of  living 
is  tapering  off.    It  was.  a  Y/artime  phenomenon  anyi^ay.  .  Today  v;e're  reverting  to 
the  old  habit  of  |1  dovn  and  $1  vThen  you  catch  m.e. 

To  the  government's  economists  that's  just  one  of  a  number  of  t-^  It^^les 
whispering  that  the  postwar  boom  is  f.^ding. 

V^cther  the  telltales  add  up  to  depression,  recession  or  j\ist  a  return 
to  normalcy  no  one  knows.    But  the  nation  seems  to  be  "catchinp-  u-)".    The  hi-h  cost 
of  living  has  caught  up  vfith  the  war  fattened  pay  envelope.       ^  ' 


r.^h-  Zl    I        ^  ^^^^^^  CONTROLS  FDR  YEAR  ASKED  BY  /MNISTRAHON  SPOKi^^I^'^N 

V-ashington-  The  Truman  Adm.ini  strati  on  opened  its  fi^ht  for  extension  of  Z^^lrf 
controls  for  a  year  beyond  June  30  before  a  Senate  CiciLrSuScorJ^^me^^ 
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From  Flint  (Mich.)  Journal,  May  6  - 

U»  S»  APPSTIIS  GROWS  BIGGER  ~  Before  the  war,  average  consumption  of  eggs 
in  the  United  States  was  298  per  person  per  year^    During  the  war  it  jumped  to 
392  —  an  average  of  an  egg.  a  day  apiece,  with  an  extra  egg  every  other  Sunday, 

'Th.?,t  made  the  United  States  .the.-  egg-eat  ingest  nation  in  history.     It  is 
all  the  more  remarlcalDle  when  contrasted  with  egg  consumption  in  Great  Britain, 
v;here  —  "because  of  v/artime  rationing  —  people  were  lucky  if  they  got  an 
egg  a  month, 

V/iseacres  all  said  Americans  ate  so  many  eggs  "because  they  couldnH  get 
enough  meat.    Hen  fruit  conswnption  was  expected  to  drop  when  t'he  war  was  over, 

Even  the  Department  of  Agriculture  "bet  that  way.    It  "bought  a  lot  of 
cackle  "berries  on  the  assumption  they  would  "be  surplus.    It  was  feared  the  mar«- 
ket  would  te  glutted,  and  the  price  would  go  too  lov/» 

The  v;ay  it  worked  out  v/as  that  the  American  people  "bought  and  ate  more 
eggs  than  ever  T^efore.    The  rate  for  the  first  three  months  ^^ras  100  eggs  per  pee- 
son,400  a  year  -~-  an  egg  a  day  y/ith  an  extra  every  Sunday.     This  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  there  was  more  meat  availa"ble,    Heason  for  this  eggluttony  v;as 
simple.    People  had  more  money.    They  "bou.ght  more  food. 


Prom  ITashvillc  Tcnncsscan,  Ifey  8  - 

VSTS  OIJ  JAPJIS  DEFEAT  TO  'ISMS, »  LEGIOiT  DECIAEES  -  The  establishment  of 
large  num"bers  of  veterans  on  farms  would  go  far  to  defeat  the  growth  of  "isms" 
in  the  United  States,  Tennesse  American  Legion  officials  "believe. 

Adequate  federal  aid  to  this  end  was  discussed  at  the  legion's  na.tional 
executive  committee  spring  sessions  which  ended  yesterday  in  Indianapolis, 

Attending  the  ses-sions  were  Bascom  P^  Jones,  Uashville,  a  past  national 
vice- commander  and  candidate  for  national  commander ;  Roane  Waring  of  Memphis, 
past  national  commander,  and  David  II,  Harsh,  Memphis,  -Legion  national  committee- 
man, 

"Tennessee  is  largely  an  agricultural  state  and  is  definitely 'interested 
in  congressional  legislation  looking  to  the  advancement  of  farm  production, " 
Waring  said,     '^c  "believe  the  greatest  safeguard  against  encroachement  of  any 
'ism'  on  cur  soil  is  the  estalDlishment  of  as  many  veterans  as  possi*ble  in  homes 
and  cn  farms,"  .■ 

From  DuMciuc  (lo\;a)  Telc-.grapb-Hcrald     May  2- 

teO  STARTS  IT?  -  EditoriaJ.  -  Whether  food  and  farm  prices  must  come  down 
\jefore  industrial  prices  can  "be  reduced,  or  vice  versa,  is  a  good  "bit  like  the 
old  riddle  of  v;hich  came  first  —  the  chicken  or  the  egg?     The  argument  has 
nov;  reached  the  stage  of  vicious  circle, 

LaDor  demands  higher  wages  "because  food  prices.,  stay  high.  To  check  la tor^s 
demands, _ the  President  says  prices  must  come  down.  Manufacturers  say  they  can't 
cut  "beca-use  raw  ij^.torial  costs  on  cotton,  wool,  fats  ajid  oils,  hides,  etco^  keep 
going  up.  Farmers  say  they  can't  cut  "oecause  costs  on  clothing,  machinery, 
fertilizer,  and  other  things  they  "buy  keep  going  up.  Also,  "both  farm  and 
industrial  employers  say  wages  are  so  high  they  cq.n' t  cut  costs,  and  furthermore 
labor  is  nov;  making  nev/  v;age  demands. 
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iVom  Sioux  City  (lowa)  Journal,  Hay  7  -  ' 

P'JPJiAPS  A  IJEiAT  SUBPLUS  -  Editorial  -  Danrp,   cool  weather  which  so  serious- 
ly has  interfered  with  seeding  of  spring  crops  all  through  this  territory  is 
ideal  for  v/heat.    Perhaps  this  is  the  chief  reason  v/hy  latest  government 
estima.tes'  on  the  winter  wheat  crop  predict  247,401,000  "bushels  for  .Zansas,  soae 
30  million  hushcls  alDove  the  big  1946  yield,  aad  an  increase  of  8  million 
bushels  in  v/intcr  wheat  output  for  Nebraska, 

If  the  nation's  total  wheat  crop  amoxints  to  the  1,350,000,000  bushels 
the  government  no\-/  considers  probable,  an  allotment  of  350  million  bushels 
for  export  to  foreign  shortage  areas  will  not  be  out  ofline.    Until  this 
foreign  demand  is  supplied,  or  production  increased  in  devasto.ted  lands,  there 
is  little  danger  of  over-production  by  American  farmers* 

Considering  the  probability  that  this  year's  wheat  crop  will  be  ample 
for  all  needs,  perhaps  sufficient  to  cause  the  government  to  recommend  a  re- 
duced acrca.ge  next  yea.r,  planned  attempts  to  augment  production  in  years  oJaeo-d 
are  likely  to  bring  bad  result s*    The  danger  of  plov/ing  up  natural  range  lo.nd 
to  a-ttompt  its  use  for  fajrming  purposes  should  have  been  driven  home  sufficient- 
ly "by         dust  bowl  experiences  v;hich  follov/cd  earlier  experimenting  in  that 
direction.    Let  those  considering  that  sort  of  program  try  checking  ba-ck  in 
history  only  a  few  years  before  going  into  it. 


Prom  Philadelphia  (Pa,)  Inq.uirer,  Hay  12  ~ 


POOD  CRISIS  ABROAD  CALLS  ?0R  BUl'IPLR  U,  S,  CROPS  -  Hditorial  -  Hamburg's 
huge  "food  demonstr.ation"  on  Priday  dramatized  a  situation  of  steadily  in- 
creasing da.ngcr  tliroughout  iiKirope  which  must  be  met. 

Conditions  had  enough  in  any  event  have  been  made  infinitely  worse  by  a 
bitter  xdntcr,   compliccated  by  floods  which  have  heavily  reduced  spring  food 
stocks. 

In  the  British  Isles  and  on  the  Continent,  except  for  Denmark  and  a  fcv/ 
other  areas,   the  da,ily  food  allowa.nce  is  sharply  below  the  30p0-ca.lorie 
minimum  held  essential  by  nutritional  experts  for  the  average  man, 

I'iio  rritish  provision  Is  2100  cal    a  day.    A    physician  declared  Britain 
was  a  nation  "dying  of  starvation, "    In  some  parts  of  Europe,  par ticulpxly  in 
Germany,   elements  of  the  population_ are  far  below  even  2100  calories,  A 
German  trade  union  leader  at  Hamburg  cried  out,     "1/e  want  to  tell  the  world  that 
a  man  with  800  calorics  cannot  live," 

In    America  huge  crops  v/ill  be  essential  if  our  Government,  in  conjunction 
with  others,   is  to  be  in  a  position  to  head  off  starvation  and  disorders  and, ^ 
perhaps,  ma're  some  hea,dway  toward  real  improvement  of  the  postwar  food  situation 
abrsad. 

That's  up  to  the  Americar:  farmer  to  a  vitally  important  extent,    E^c  has 
shov/n  on  many  occasion^  tliat  he  Ccan  produce  on  a  huge  scale.    He  must,   oy  all 


odds 


do  so  in  this  grave  world  situation. 


>  ■»l'.t-.-l.tM>HI«l1i>VJ»MiilllH^ 
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are  on  file  in  Press  Semce,  Wm^'l^,    riiuife  Gene  Harrison  at  5031.) 
From  New  York  Taiaes,  May  12  - 

GEPJ'IANS'  HUNGER  MENACES  U.S.  BRITISH  BI-ZONiiL  POLICY-Berlin-Unless  the  food 
crisis  of  western  Germany  is  solved  quickly,  the  economic  merger  of  the  iumerican 
and  British  zones  is  doomed  to  failure  viithin  half  a  year,  in  the' opinion  of  the 
highest  authorities  of  the  two  militai^r  govermaents. 

This  would  m.ean  that  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  already  spent  by  the 
U,S<  and  Britain  to  make  these  zones  self-sustaining  by  1Q50  I'dll  have  gone  dovm. 
the  drains  •  • 

Although  for  purposes  of  occupation  policy,  German  farmers  have  been  pu.blicly 
held  to  blame,  a  large  share  of  responsibility  is  attributable,  according  to  the 
authoritative  sources,  to  deficient  imports  of  food  from  the  United  States, 


fDREIGN  GRAIN  NEED  STTOIED  IN  M^IRKET:  TRADE  MEIffiERS  TURN  ATTENTION' TO  STm STIC r 
?TIELE  IINTER  ^HEi^T  HARVEST  NEj\RS-^hicago-With  the  first  billion  bushel  croj^ 
winter  wheat  on  record  about  to  be .harvested,  members  of  the  prain  trade  ar6'  paying 
more  attention  to  the  statistical  position  of  that  grain  likely  to  prevail  in  this 
coiuitrj?-,  and  also  the  prospective  nqeds  of  Europe  qqcI  the  Far  East, 

According  to  figures  compiled  by  local  grain  men,  the'  available  supply  af 
wheat  for  the  1947-48  crop  year,  Tvhich  will  start  on  July  Ij  will  be  around 
1,350,000,000  bushels  after  alloYding  for  an  average  spring  wheat  crop  of  225,000- 
000  bushels  and  a  carry  over  of  100,000,000  bushels.    Of  this  amount  ,800,000,000 

bushel  7d.ll  be  required  for  bread,  feed  and  seed,  and  200.000,000  bushels,  for 
carryover  leaving  350,000,000  bushels  available  for  expor£,  or  about  the  amount 
of  clearances  'during  the  1946-47  season. 


ANNOUNCES  PRICE  CUTS:  NATION.'X  liiiTTRESS  CO.  iviiJ(Eb  8  TO  22^  REDUCTIONS-Hunt;ing- 
ton,  T.VA.-A  price  cut  of  8  to  22- percent  "across  the  board"  on  all  products  manu- 
factured by  the  .National  %ttress  Company  and  subsidiaries  in  eighteen  factories 
in  a  dozen  states  was  announced  here  last  night. 

Vice  President  James  F.  Edvrards  told  eighty  plant  mana^rers  and  salesmen  st  a 
home  of fice_  conference  that  the  price  cut  "is  our  company' s'  contribution  to 
national  price  stabilization."    The  company  and  its  affiliates  manufacture  mattresse 
box  springs,  innersprings ,  sofa  beds  and  related  products. 

TEXAS  BEEF  FARMS  BEGUN  IN  THE  EAST:  1,500  STEERS  REACH  PENlvFYTV.'mA  tk^  pt^at 
F^.TTEI.-  CATTLE  CLOSE  TO  THE  MARKETS^  oat  es^nie-MoretSnlj™^^  . 
at  the  Buck  and  Doe  Run  Valley  Fams  during  the  weekend  and  another  3  ^500  are  ex! 
pected^soon.    They  will  be  fattened- and'  sold  in  the  fall  as  an  ex-eriiJent  7n 
supplying  Eastern  markets  vfith  beef  raised  near  hy  '  cx,.er.ment  xn 

been'shippef  he?l  °|  ln%^^ll4lltVo  ^^^^ 

close  to  the  Eastern  .Lrkets  aSd  tESSaSe'  l^°nf  JalLi?J°lr^p^rSu?fn^^  ...... 

animals  lost  considerable  weio-ht,  v.xiicn  xne  ....... 


From  New  York  Times,  May  12  -  \ 

SOVIET  SETS  HIGH  COTTON  GOiA-London-Tass,  Russian  n^v/a  agency^  reported  tonight 
that  Soviet  cotton  growers- would  try  tiiis  year,  to  grow  more  than  sixteen  bales  of 
cotton  per  acre,  which  the  dispatch  said  v/ould  be  "five  times  the  harvest  obtained 
by  the  cotton  growers  of  the  Nile  Valley."    The  dispatch  s^dd  cotton  planting  in 
Central  Asia  and  Trascaucasia  increased  /4.12,5-00  acres  this  year.    It  did  not  give 
last  year' s' 'average.  .  <   i      .  . 


From  the  Wall  Street  Journal /May  12  - 

SUGAR  PLENTY:  SOARING  PRODITCTION  BRINGS  END  NE/'Jl  FOR  SIX  YE/R  OLD  SHORT AGE- 
"'..ashingtor— Put  it  do-vm  as  possible       you  can  have  an  inch  high  icing  on  your 
Fourth  of  July  cake,  '  Make  the  odds  even  g-reator  that  you  can  svreeten  your  Labor 
Pay  lemonade  -v^d-th  unrationed,  price  freed  sugar,         .  : 

Government  sugar  experts  are  about  ready  to  concede  that  /jnerica's  six  year 
old  sweet  shortage  is  nearing  an-- end,  --The  next  six  weeks  vriJU.  tell  the  story i  If 
present  crop  conditions  remain  unchanged,  housevri-vos  and  industrial  users  of  sugar 
eeem  certain  to  be  released  from  sugar  restrictions  sooner  than  expected i 

7/arehoiises  in  this  ,  country  and- in  othe'F  sugar  making  areas  are  already 
bulging  mth  bags  of  ra.w  and  refined  sugar,    Cuba,  biggest  sugar  producer  in  the 
world,  is  looking  for  a  bumper  1947  crop.    Prospects  are  at  least  normal  in  other 
can  grordng  territories  supplying  the  U.S',  market  *    Sugar  beet  farmers  in  the 
U,S,  expect  a,  near  record  harvest,  •  - 


J'OOD  IS  LIKELY  to  be  the  next    crisis  facing. the  long  suffering  liritons, 
follov.ilng  close  on  the  fuel  and  dollar  shortages.    It  is  Douiid  up  mth  the. 
other  two  for  mthout  fuel  Britain  can't  eardolla.rs  to  Duy  food. 

Prom  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  12  - 

SUGAR  CONTROLS-Vfell  informed  sugar  sources  believe  the  changes  ft'.v or  Secretary- 
Anderson  asking,  for  an  extension  of 'sugar  controls  bevond  Oct.  31  rather  than 
cutting  them  off  before  that  date,  despite  the  present  temporafv  lag  in  moiremont 
into  consuming  channels.    If  controls  were  to  en^i  now  on  the:  eve  of 'seasonal 
expansion  in  consumption  prices  irauld  rise  sharply. 


SEEK  TODER  POV.'ER  FOR  T/'JII FF  BO/Jffi-lashington-Senator  Owen  Brev/ster  (Rep,  Me.) 
instends  to  propose  a  bill  tlriis  week  conferring  additional  porrers  on  the  U.S^ 
Tariff  Commission,  it  was  disclosed  today,  to  equip  it  for  a  more  positive  role  in 
world  trade .  .     .  ■ 
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rrom  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Tribune,  iiay  4  -   .  ■   

■.:     ?    -im't  LSMISES  R4P'  OUTPUT  EUSTSICTIOITS,  AGEIE  Oiv  LITTLE 'ELSS  -  Washington  - 
Two- 'weeks  of  hearings  before  the  house  coimnit tee  on  agriculture  .has  revealed 
a  "bare  handful' o.f  long-range  objectives  farm  leaders  would  like  to  see  incorporaf 
te'd  i:nra  new: -legislative  program,         •       •  '  ,  ' 

"^hey  -are-  generally  agreed  that  restricted  or  govefiiment- controlled  prc- 
ductioh.  is-  out,   .  " 

They  want  abundant  production,  provided  ways  and  means  can  be  found  to 
successfully  assure  increased  cons-omption,  fair  returns  to  the  farmer  and  elimi- 
. nation,  of  s-iirpluses. 

In  general,  they  are  agreed,  also  that: 

Tlie  parity  formula  must  be  revised  and  medernize'd,    Hore  emphasis  must 
be  placed  on  research  and  development  of*  nev;  markets  for  farm  products.  Soil 
conservation  must  be.  continued  and' encouraged,    J^^fforts  must  be  continued  to 
develop  a  sound  system  of  crop  insur^hce,  •.  . 

Beyond,  that,  leaders  of  the  big  farm  organizations  as  well  as  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  Clinton  P,  Anderson,  strike  off  in  a  number  of  different  direc- 
tions. 


Topeka  (Kans,)  Times,  Hay  2  -  . 

WOULD 'jiro  DUAL  FEDERAL  AilD  STATE  liTSPSCTIOlTS;  E~3PEESE1TTATIVS  OE  A GRI CULTURE 
GROUPS  RAPS  DUTLIGATIOil  -  'Washington  -  Legislation  to  end  duplication  of  State 
regulatory  and  inspection  servicea  by  Federal  agencies  was  urged  before  the 
House  Conimittee  on  Agriculture  today  by  H,  Z.  Thatcher,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark,, 
secretary'-  of  the  ilational  Association  of  (state)  Commissiqners  secretaries 
and  directors  of  agriculture.     Discussing  the  field  of -marketing  of  farm 
products,  Thatcher  commented  that  Governmental  activities  concern  themselves 
in  three  fields,'  research,  education,  and  regulation, 

"  0ver  the  years,  "  he  said,   "there  has  grown^^up  a  counterpart  of  each 
funcational  actfivity  in  the  states  and  Federal  Government,     This  is  causing 
conflicts  and  duplication  of  work,  and  the  Congress  should  take  note  of  it 
and  eliminate  such  conflicts,  and  duplications  v;here  they  no.w  . exist  or  are 
'likely  to  occur,"  '    .  - 


From  Portland  (llaine)  Telegram  &  Press  Herald,  l-iay  4~ 

.   .     IIUST  PAY  TAX  m  DUl^^LD  POTATOES  -  Augusta  -  .Potato ■growers  must  pay  the 
state  tax  of  one  cent  a  barrel  on  potatoes  dumped  under  the  U,  S,  Governme^at 
surplus  disposal  program,  as  well  as  on  those  sold  for  shipment,  David  H, 
"Stevens,  state  tax  assessor,  Augusta,  has  warned  several  thousand  growers* 
The  state  tax  applies  regai-.dless  of  v/hether  the  potatoes  we :.-e  hauled 
to  a  starch  factory,  an  alcohol  plant,  or  a  dump.     In  any  event  they  were 
actually  sold  to  the  United  States  Goyernment  and  are.  therefore  subject  to  the 
potato  tax,'  says  Stevens^  '  .''... 
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Prom  Lancaster  (I'a,)  Intelligencer  Journal,  May-.3  - 


A  POLICY  0?  ABUlTDAiTCE  -  Editorial  -  Tlio  sheep  population  of  -the  United 
States  is  declining,  the  latest  estimate  "being  32,500,000  head,  which  is  the 
lowest  figure  since  Civil  War  days,    Wartime  influences  are  declared  largely  - 
responsible  for  the  drop  in  number  of  sheep  in  this  country. 

In  Englaijd,  an  estimated  4,000,000  sheep  and  lamlDS,  or  more  than  20 
per  cent  of  Britain's  flocks,  were  lost  in  last  winter's  snowstorms. 

British  agriculture  is  facing  a  "Dunkerquc",  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
reported,  terming  the  sheep  toll  a  national  disaster  which  will  affect  home- 
produced  meat  supplies  for  several  years  to  come, 

Ti.is  country  v;as  iDlesscd  with  favora"blc  v;eather  which  enalDlcd  American 
agriculture  to  surpass  former  recprds  of  crop  production  during  the  war  years 
and  the  need  for  continued  high  output  of  food  and  fiher  crops  is  still 
stressed' "by    national  authorities. 

So  long  as  there  is  a  shortage  of  ai^equate  food  supplies  in  different 
parts  of  the  world,  the  policy  of  "a"bundance"  recently  advocated  "by  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  Clinton  Anderson  would  seem  to  "be  good  doctrine. 


JVom  Greenville  ( C.)  News,  Hay  4  - 

SUGAR  P::ICE  CUT  -  Editorial  -  At  least  one  refinery  in  the  United  States 
has  cut  the  price  of  refined  Sugar  a  quarter  of  a  cent  a  pound  "because. of 
"continued  slov;  demand  and  piling  up  of  supplies,'^ 

The  refinery,  a  Brooklyn  concern,  explains  that  the  price  cut  was  made 
"in  order  to  make  warehouse  space  availa"ble  for  a  su"bstantial  quantit;"  of 
raw'  sugar'  -Erhich  the.  government  has  requested  us  to  find  a  home  for  within 
the  next  30  days, "  • •  ■ 

_  One  price  cut  "by  a  single  firm  does  :.not  necessarily  esta"blish  a  trend. 
But  this  one  at  least  indicg-.tes  that  the  sugar  situation  is  not  as  tight  as 
it  has  l)een  and  that  there,  is  perhaps  less  danger  of  runaway  prices  in  the 
event  controls  are  lifted  than  has  l)een    generally  "believed. 

Dealers  attri"bute  the  '."current  trou"bles"  in  the  sugar  market  to  an  over- 
cautious "buying  attitude  o-mdng  consmers.    And  that'  attitude  may  "be  attri"buted 
in  part  at  least  to  the  fact  tha,t  short  sugar  rations  have  taughf  many  coi>- 
sumers  that  they  c^n  get  along  on  less  than  they  used  liefore  the  v/ar. 


Jrom  Toledo  (OMc)  Blade,  Imy  2-  .  • 

THE  HCUSEWiyES)  BILL  -  3(^itorial  -  Passage  "by  the  Ohio  Senate  of  a  "bill 
which  would  permit  the  sale  of . yellow— colored  margarine  in  the  state  does 
not  mean  that  it  will  get  through  the  more  rural-minded  House  of  Representa*- 
tives.     But  it  does  show  that,  at  long  last,   one  "branch  of  the  Legislature  is 
showing  more  consideration  for  the  housev/ives  of  Ohio  than  for  the  special 
privileges  of  the  dairy  interests, 

Ii/hile  the  chances  of  getting  this  "bill  through  the  House  —  v/here  mem- 
"bers  from  the  rural  districts  think  it's  all  right  for  the  dairy  interests 
to  hold,  up  consuiTiers  "but  would  see  red  if  l?-."bor  unions  tried  the  same  thing 
—  seem  dim.     There's  still  a  chance  that  the  housewives  of  the  state  can  put 
it  over<_    If  they  will  only  spend  as  much  time  "bomharding  their  representatives 
in  the  House  v/ith  pleas  to  pass  this  measure  as  they  do  in  "boating  color  into 
margarine,  perhaps  they  can  eliminate  this  legislatively-made  work  for  v/hich 
women  workers  don't  receive  a  cent, 
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DAILY  mm  mis  digest  J  tr.^l^^:  P       R  Y±3.  Department  of  Agricultiore. 
(For  May  8,  IW)  I  S^^^f'AI.  fcECCRO  f     ■  Office,  of  Information 

■J)jl^  !         MAY  14  1:47  Washington  25,  D.C.  ^ 

(The  ne-ivspapers  ai(^' SidPp^lnes/ ^|rpm,,.:w(]i^^^  agricultural  items  are  taken 

are  on  file  in  Press  sir^aj^o^'RooTr^^/p.U^i^^'''^       Gene  Harrison  at  603I) , 

TVom.New  York  Times,  May  8  - 

INQUIRY  ON  PRICES  BEGINS  IN  COFGRESS:'  ECONOMIC  COM'L.'TTEE  ISSUES  ■QUESTIONNAIRE 
TO  600  HEADS  OF  AGRICULTURE,  INDUSTRY,  y.pOR,  OTHERS-Vrfashington-Begi'nning  its 
long  avj-aited  examination  of  the  price  situation,  the  Congressal  Economic  Committee 
today  issued  a  questionnarie  on  jjrices  to  be  distributed  to  some  500  leaders  of 
industry,  trade,  agriculture  finance  and  labor. 

The  'questionnaire  -was  the  first  active  step  by  the  group,  formally  knoTCi 
as  the'  Joint  Committee  on  the  Economic  Report,  aside  from  a  formal  stat^ent 
by  S'enator  Robert  A,  Taft,  Remiblican,  of  Ohio,  follomng  issuance  of  the 
President's  economic  report  early  in  Januarj'', 

The  Congressional  committee  lAas  established  to  folloT'  up  mth  legislative 
recommendations  the  material  in  the  President's  report  on  the  existing  situation 
and  prospects  &r  the  country's  economic  Y;elfare, 


GERMilNY'S  HUNGER  AT  PEAK:     -    Berlin  -    Two  years  after  the  end  of  . 

.  '  the  var  in  Europe,  the  British  and  /imerican  Military  Governments  face 
the  worst  food  crisis  in  the  history  of  the  occupation  of  the  two  zones. 

The  situation  is  so  bad  in  the  Brtish  zone  that  ironclad  neve's  blackouts 
have  been  ordered.    The  American  officials  are  also  deeply  concerned  over  the 
deteriorating  conditions  in  their  zone. 

Throughout  the  merged  zones,  rations  for  the  ordinary  population  are 
about  200  to  3OO  calories  short  of  the  standard  1,560  daily  schedule. 


FOOD  CRISIS  SEEN  IN  BRITAIN-London-Great  Britain  faces  a  food  crisis  as 
critical  as  the  coal  shortage  that  crippled  her  industrial  power  last  mnter. 
Lord  Tv'-oolton,  Minister  of  Food  in  wartime  coalition  Government,  warned  in 
the  House  of  Lords  today. 

Lord  ?foolton  said  that  the  stocks  of  v>rheat  on  hand  vrere  insufficient  for 
more  than  five  to  seven  weeks,  and  that  the  meat  supplies  vrere  so  precarious  that 
butchers  soon  might  be  unable  to  honor  the  housemves'  meat  coupons. 

The  food  debate  followed  a  sensational  article  by  Dr.  Franklin  Bicknell, 
physician  and  nutritionist,  who  wrote  in  a  medical  journal  that  "England  is' 
dying  of  starvation," 


BARS  EXCffiiNGE  CLOSING:  MCINTOSH  REJECTS  TURPENTINE  GROUP'S  PLAI^J  TO  STE^xDY 
PRICES~Savannah-The  Savannah  Naval  Stores  Exchange  turned  doTTi  today  a  proposal 
by  Harley  Langdale,  president  of  the  1.nerican  Turpentine  Farmers  Association, 
that  it  close  until  turpentine  prices  were  steady, - 
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From         York  Titles,  .May  8  - 

POTATO  PEST  HERE  BAFPLES  EXPERTS-Fevf  stoi^-a-ways  over  have  been  subjected 
to  as  thorough  and  microscopic  an  investigation  as  Goverraaent  agents  have 
turned  on  the.  golden  nematode ,  ' yet  the  Agriculture  Department  admitted  ^'•esterday 
that  it  still  vias  baffled  on  hovf  the  ^^otato  pest-  came  from  Europe  to  Long 
Island, 


From  U,  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  8  -  ■ 

CROP  INSURANCE  FiXES  SFL'JtP  CUT-TTashington-  A  group  of  Congressional 
agriculture  policy  makers  is  preparing  to  recommend  that  the  Federal 'crop 
insurance  program  be  slashed  down  the  line  to  little  more  than  an  experiraental 
and  information  gathering  program  next  year, 

A  Special  seven  man  subcon^iuittee  of  the  nouse  iigriculturo  Coria.dttee 
under  Representative  TJilliam  S,  liill  oi  Colorado  is  now  drafting  legislation 
calling  for  what  amounts  to  a  token  program  for  1948  crop  wheat,  cotton,  flax, 
corn  and  perhaps  tobacco,  and  a  reduction  of  close  to  50  percent  in  funds  to 
administer  the  program. 


SUGAR  '"iLUT-As  sugar  industry  officials  conferred  wdth  Government  men  in 
•■ashington  in  an  effort  to  seek  an'  outlet  for  backed  up  sugar  sup^^lies  in 
first  hands,  some  processors  reduced  their  prices "as  an  inducement  to  buyers 
to  make  new^  purchases.    One  suggestion  is  put  forth  that  a  nev/  canning  stamp 
be  made  available  immediately,  stead  of  July  1,  in  an  effort. to  move  supplies 
into  consming  channels. 


WOOL  TRADE  THREAT  SEEN  IN  DUTY  RI SB-Declaring  that  proposed  legislation 
to  impose  a  fee  of  50  percent  over  existing  tariff  duties  oh  the  im^^ortation 
of  wool  vdll  sound  the  death  knell  of  the  domestic  wool  industry,  Bernard  B, 
Smith,  counsel  to  the  American  Trade  Association  for  British  Woolens,  urged 
Senator  Edward  V,  Robertson  and  Congressman  Clifford  R,  Hope,  the  sponsors 
of  such  legislation,  to  mthdraw  that  proposal  from  Congress, 


ONLY  y.S.  COTTON  GOES  TO  GERLL'J'JY,  J/^PAN  DURING  1947-Vjashington-^jnerican- 
groiun  cotton  is  guaranteed  a  favorable  position  in  German  and  Japanese  markets, 
benator^  John  J,  Sparkman  of  Alabama  saia  here  today.    Q^ily  ^jaerican  cotton  he 
said,  T.dll  be  used  in  Japan  and  the  joint  occupation  areas  of  Germanv  durinsr 
1947.  ^ 
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From  Philadelphia  Bulletin,  May  2  -  ' 

HHDEPlJimEIIT  BUTCHERS  PLAJT  30-MY  PRICE  OTT  -  The  300  memlDers  of  the  Associated 
Butchers,  who  operate  small,  independent  shops  and  corner  grocery  stores  here, 
have  agreed  to  reducr  i;::eir  markup  on  meat  sales  for  30  da^ys  in  compliance  with 
President  Triunan' s  pi  iu'v-  cutting  plea. 

This  was  announced  lasc  night  "by  Arthur  E,  Uennis,  couns3l  for  the  associa- 
tion, after  an  executive  session  meeting* 

Dennis  said  that  v/holesalers  have  increased  prices  last  week  on  heef  and 
porke    Depsite  this,  he  added,  the  retailers  have  agreed  go  make  less  profit 
in  the  hope  that  it  v/ill  serve  as  an  example  to  others  in  the  food  field*- 

Prom  Philadelphia  Bulletin,  May  4  ~  '  . 

3I&  POTA.TO  CARGO  WLLL  GO  TO  SPAUT;  POUR  SHIPS  ¥ILL  LOAD  12,000  TOITS  III  PORT  ~ 
Enough  potatoes  to  supply  the  entire  Philadelphis  consuming  area  with  that 
commodity  for  a  two-week  period  will  he  shipped  througli  the  local  port  soon, 
it  was  reported  yesterday  in  shipping  circles. 

Totaling  12,000  tons,  the  potatoes  are  consigned  to  the  Spanish  Government 
under  a  surplus  commodity  transaction  wherein  the  Government  stepped  in  and 
purchased  them  from  Midwestern  growers  to  peg  the  price. 

Pour  Spanish-flag  ships,  the  Santi,  Inake,  Bachi  and  Eita^s  Sister  are  now 
in  port  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  potatoes  to  relieve-  the  food  shortage 
in  their  homeland. 

Prom  Lincoln  (ITehr.)  Journal  &  Star,  Apr,  27  - 

PULL^STSAH  PROPoCTIOlM  -  Editorial  -  Presumahly  Secretary  Anderson  plans 
to  elahorate  later  on  that  part  of  his  proposal  for  full-steajn  farm  production 
which  would  provide  for  sale  of  surplus  commodities  to  needy  countries  ahroad 
at  special  prices.    He  harely  mentioned  it  in  his  Monday  appearance  "before  the 
house  agriculture  committee  when  he  described  a  system  of  guaranteeing  farm 
markets  tliru  enabling  the  p©or,  at  h^me  and  ahroad,  to  huy  at  all  times. 

He  elaborated  on  the  foreign  angle  only  hy  adding: 

"It  seems  inevitahlc  that  we  v/ill  contimie  to  need  regular  and  sizahlc 
foreign  markets  for  cotton,  wheat,   tohacco,  lard,  rice  and  certain  fruits  and 
vegetahles,  ,  ,    l«/e  need  the  benefits  of  an  international  organization  to  re- 
duce trade  harriers  and  to  provide  a  world  clearing  house  for  commodity  agree- 
ments which  preserve  the  principle  of  international  economic  collahoration  with- 
out running  contrary  to  domestic  policy," 

This  was  the  first  official  statement  to  the  American  public  of  an  idea 
which  has  been  fermenting  in  the  PAO  (Pood  and  Agriculture  Organization)  of 
the  United  xTations,     It  is  part  of  a  revolutionary  nev/  way  of  thinking  about 
v/orld  tEade,  a  corollary  of  the  idea  that,  if  t  iere  are  . surpluses  of  food  any- 
v/here  in  the  world,  and  if  people  are  hungry  any\^;here,   the  United  Nations  must 
provide  a  bridge  thru  which  one  can  reach  the  other, 

0?he  details  ha,ve  not  been  worked  out  —  the  vjholc  idea  is  still  as  vague  as 
is  the  knov/ledge  of  v/hom  food  sutoIusos  will  exist,  and  involves  problems  v;hich 
seem  almost  iinsolvable,  .  The  backbone  of  such  an  e^rrangement  would  seem  to  be 
a  system  whereby  American  products  would  sell  at  i-orld  prices  regardless,  of 
their  fall  below  domestic  prices,  cither  thru  government  subsidy,  United  i\fations 
subsidy,  or  thru  a  concept  of  exports  as  a  sort  of  "secondary  production," 
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From  Tcrrc  Haute  (Ind.)  Star,  Apr,  25  - 

HCOiTOl-IY  or  ABUirmiTCB  -  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  has 
proposed  a  'real ist'ic'  farm  program  to  succeed  'tlic/wartime  pricc-suppor t_  setup,  . 
It  is  Dssed  onvthe  theory  that  food  should  "be  grown  in  p."bundance  and  consumed 
the  -  same  v;ay, 

This  is  qp.lte  a  depaxture  from  the  present  practice  of  maintaining  all  .. 
artificial^ high  prices  and  dimping'  surpluses,  as  well  as  from  the  prewar  economy 
of  scarcity,  which  paid  farmers  for  loitering  the  food  supply  to  match  lov/cred 
"buying  pov/er* 

Hr,  Anderson  would  put  a  floor  under  consiamption  and  make  "some  sort  of 
food  a^llotmcnt  program  aval lahle  at  all  times,"    With  such  a  flexihlo  setup, 
neither  a  temporary  slump  nor  a  depression  would  have  to  mean  lack  of  food 
for  the  poorly  paid  ©r  employed,    ^^armers  could  raise  food  in  the  knov/lcdge 
that  it  would  "be  eaten.    Instead  of  paying  the  farmer  for  not  producing,  the 
government  would  "buy  food  for  thos  who  couldn' t  afford  it, 
.,     In  addition,   the  secretary  would  lite  to  see  this  government  cntcr.^into 
agreements  with  other    countries  for  the  sale  of  our  food  surpluses  at  rpduccd 
prices.    It  seems  likely  that  Mr,  Anderson's  former  congressional  colleagues 
will  give  his  plan  considera-tion  v;hen  they  start  vnriting  a  ncv;  farm  "bill. 


Prom  Baltimore  (Md.)  Sun,  May  3  ~     ■  .       '  ' 

A  eiDJPJiJG  UOED  ABOUT  Tn2  ECCITOHIG  .PROSPECTS  _  Editorial  -  i)r,  Lionel  Bdie 
has  "been,  saying  some  soothing  things  to  the  Senate  Finance  Committee  and  his 
remarks  arc  vrorthy  of  comment.    An  economist  and  investment  counselor  of  re- 
pute, Br,  Edic  declines  to  join  thos'  of  his'  colleagues  who  see  a  sliarp  reces- 
sion in  the  offing.    It  could  happen,  of  course,  just  as  -foolishness -in  any 
line  can  "bring  on  diaster.      But  with  fair- to-middling  wisdom  on_  the  part  of 
all  parties  to  the  economic  process,  Br,  Edie  thinks  wq  may  "be  ahle  to  even 
off  at_a  high  level  of  prosperity  on  a  reasona"bly  enduring  .."basis. 

But  v/hat  a"bout  high  prices?     Br,  Edie  thinks  their  esqplanation  is  fairly 
simple.     There  has  "been  a  tremendous  expansion  in  pur^chasing  pov/er.    Of  this 
there  are  all  sorts  of  signs, '.  Money  in  cirdilation  i's  up  from  around  $7,000,- 
000,000  in  1939  to  around  $28,000,000,000  now.     In  the  years  of  even  the  higl>- 
est  taxes,  half  the  cost  of  the  war  v;as  financed  "by  horrov/ing,  largely  tlarough 
the  "banking  system.     This  led  to  a  "monetization  of  the  de"bt" ,<"bcca.usc  as  Govern- 
ment securities  soaked  into  the  "banking  system  they  worked  to  ospand  "banliing 
reserves,    Banlcing  reserves  in  turn  supported  an  expansion  of  harking  credit 
from  six  to  ten  times  as  large. 

Prom  Pitts"burgh  (Pa. )~Post-Gazettc,  Apr,  29  - 

POOB  AiTB  lilPlATION      The  "big  factor  in  America's  runaway  cost  of  living  is 
food.     Since  1939  food  prices  have  risen  140  per  cent,  compared  with  only  61 
per  cent  for  other  prizes.    Pood  pricqs  account  for  ahout-  70  per  cent  of  the 
increase  in  the  consumers'  price  index  since  January,  1,  1946,     The  reo.son  for 
all  this    is  simple:    an  unprecedented  foreign  demand  coupled  with  an  \.inpro- 
cedented  domestic  demand. 
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Prom  ITew  Tork  Times,  May  9  - 

RUSSIA  TO  GET  PLOUE.  Ill  RUIIAiTIA;  U.  S.   CHECKS  PAMIFE  RELIEP  TEEI'IS  -  Washing- 
ton -  The  American  Hission  in  Bucharest  informed  the  State  Department  today  that 
Rumania,  in -response  to  Russian  demands,  was  aliout  to  deliver  400  freight  car 
loads  of  wheat  flour  for  use  of  the  "Soviet 'for ces  of  occupation  in'that  country, 

■  The  State  Department  is  now  checking  these  reports  that  grain  is  heing 
shipped  from  Rumania  to  Russia,     If  these  are  found  to  "be  true,  the  Department 
said,  we  would  have  no  recourse  except  to  stop  shipping  our  grain  to  Rumania 
1)6 cause  a  definite  promise  was  made  that,  in  contrast  to  flour,  no  grain  v/ould 
"be  shipped  out  of  the  country. 


.POOD  COLT  OIL"  BIDS  PEROH  AID  EUROPE  -  Tashington  -  The  International 
Emergency  Pood 'Council  has  asked  the  Argentine  Gove>rnment  to  "exert  every 
effort-"  to_  "bring  grain  exports  to  hungry  Europe  up  to  a  million  tons  a  month 
for  the  next  three  months, 

D,  A,  Pit.zGerald,  secretary  general  of  the  council  announced  today  that 
this  had  "been  done  through  a  strongly-worded  cable  message  he  had  sent  to 
President  Peron,  ■ 


ASUIT  AREAS  PACE  GRAVE  RICE  DEPICIT  _  Singapore  -  Rice  allocation  offi- 
cials of  sixteen  countries,  meeting  in  Singapore,  today  predicted  seriously 
shortened  supplies  of  Asia' s  staple  food  in  the  next  six  months* 

Purthermore,   they  revealed,  as  the  first  half-year  draws  to  a  close 
»nly  62  per  cQnt  of  the  already 'meager  rice  allotments  to  South-east  Asia  for 
the  January-June  period  has  "been  made  availahle  for  shipment. 


CLAY  READY  TO  USE  AaiY  III  POOD  CRISIS;  BLAI-ES  SHIPPILTG  DELAYS  -  Berlin  - 
Gen.  Lucius  D,  Clay  confirmed  today  that  he  was  readv  to  use  trooTos.   if  neces- 
sary,   to  prod  German  farmers  into  action  in  the  current  food  crisis  in  the 
American  and  British  zones.    At  the  same  time  he  emphasized  that  the  major 
portion  of  the  food  shortages  resulted  from  the  failure  of  food  shipments 
from  the  United  States-  to  arrive  here  on  schedule, 

'    ■  '^y}^'^'^'^  PRICES,  IITDUSTRIES.  URGED-  CARPET  EXBCI^TIVE  ¥A1'TS  POOD  SUBSIDIES 
DISCOi:T_I^X^:^D^  ~  natural  Bridge,.  Va,  -  Ainericar.  industr.^^  needs  a  hetter  and  hroader 
understanding;  of  human  .relations  and  real  husiness  statesmanship  if  the  free 
enterprise  system  is,  to  succeed  and  survive,  Joseph  L.  Sastwick, president  of  the 
James  Lees  &  Sons  Co.,  declared  here  toni;2ht  at  a  celehration  marking  coiirple- 
tion  of  his  company's  new  carpet  mills  in  near"by  Glasgow, 

^  Addressinpg  a  group  of  editors,  radio  commentators  and  Government  officials, 
Mr.  Eastwick  said  '^inflation  could  not  he  halted  until  Government  subsidies 
that  keep  food  prices  at  artificially  high  levels  are  discontinued. 
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From  ITew  lork  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  9  - 

SUGAR  ACTIOH  AWAITIDD  _  Ifeshing  sugar  officials  were  reported  to  Tdc  in 
session  yesterday  considering  a  plan  of  action  to  alleviate  the  sugar  surplus 
supply  prolDlem  in  first  hands.     It  is  said  that  the  valid  date  of  the  next 
ration  stamps  and  certificates  'may  "be  advanced  as  one  step  to  get  sugar  moving 
into  consumer  channels. 


COTTOl"  EXPOHT  SUBSIDY  RjJDUCSD  TO  HA.L?  CmT  -  Washington  -  The  Goverrjncnt '  s 
cotton  e:cport  suDsid^^  rate  was  reduced  from  2c  to  ]sc  a  pound,  effective  at 
3  Pt.M, ,  Sastern  Standard  Time,  today. 

The  action  was  announced  "by  the  Agriculture  Department  which  handles  the 
program.     It  was  taken  as  domestic  supplies  dropped  to  the  lowest  level  in 
nearly  20  years. 


"From  Hew  York  Ifell  Street  Journal,  I-Iay  9  - 

YOUITG,  C  a  0  CHAimiAlI,  ASICS  $'2  DAILY  BOX  GAS  KJITTAL  TO  CUT  SH0RTAG3  - 
Washington  -  P^oljert      ■  Ymng,   chairman' of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad, 
said  yesterday  that  a  $2  daily  rate  on  "box  car  rentals  v;ould  help  solve  the 
long  range  car  shortage, 

Mr,  Young,  v;ho  is  also  chairman  of  the  new  federation  for  Railway  Pro- 
gress, ma-dc  this  suggestion  "before  a  caucus  of  western  Congressmen,     Tlie  group 
is  investigating  cliarges  that  "an  ea,stern  financial-poli ticaL- combine  is  de— 
priving  v/estcrn  carriers  of  vitall;/  needed  freight  cars," 


SUGAIi  P;JC3S  I-lAY  RIS3  A^R  DECONTROL,  IL^CK  07  p-JPSI-COIA  S.i.YS  -  Wilming- 
ton, Del,  -  Possibility  of  a  price  rise  in  siigar  following  decontrol  v/as  e::- 
pressed  "by  Walter.  S,  Mack,     Jr»,  president  of  Pepsi-Cola  Co,    Mr,  Mack  told  '•' 
stockholders  at  .the  annual  meeting  the  nation' s  sugar  supply  should  "be  "pjnple" 
after  the  decontrol  scheduled  for  Octo"ber  31  next.     If  sugar  prices  rise  after 
decontrol,  Mr,  Mack  said,  the  price  should  level  off  soon. 


Prom  iiew  York  Herald  Tribune,  May  9  -  •  ■ 

!/HOIZJS^  POOD  PRIC33  SHOW  PURTHIjR  DDjCIGASII.  -  The  Dun  &  Rradstreet  weekly 
\7holesale  food  price  index  declined  further  in  t.ie  week  ended  May  6  and  stood 
at  $6,   compared  with  $6.02  in  the  previous  v/eek  and  $4,20  in  the  like  week 
last  year,  it  was  announced  yesterday. 

The  daily  xmolcsale  price  index  of  thirty  basic  cominodities  clo'sed  at 
253,39  on  May  S,   compared  with  253,35  a  v/eek  earlier,  ajid  189,28  on  the  corres- 
ponding date  a,  year  ago,  Dun  &  Bradstreet  reported.     In  general,  price  move- 
ments were  legs  ,  severe  in  commodities  during  the  v/eek,  it  was  said. 
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'From  Omaha  (iletr.)  World  Herald,  May  1  - 

AGRICULTUBU  WM  II?  ITS  BEST  SHAPE  -  Agriculture  in  the  Hisso^ari  Valley 
is  in  the  hest  condition  it  has  ever  oeen, 

Paul  H,  Stev/art,  agronomist,  Eohinson  Seed  Company,  Waterloo,  Ne'br.,  told 
the  Heal  Estate  Board  that  Ifednesday,  ^ 

I'arming  is  coming  of  age,    farmers  realize  that  soils  will  v/ear  out  and 
need  attention,  Mr,  Stewart  said. 

He  spoke  of  the  work  of  the  ITetiraska  Agr icultWal  College  and  The  World- 
Herald  to  promote  soil  and  moisture  conservation. 

The  farmers  themselves  are  providing  the  steam  for  soil  conservation,  he 
stressed, 

Mr,  Stewart  stressed  the  development^  of  hetter  crop  varieties.     The  pro- 
duction of  hyhrid  corn  has  hecome  an  important  industry.     It  has  increased  the 
corn  yield  in.  HeJ)raska  40  million  "bushels^ 

Mr,  Stev;art  cited  the  Omaha  alcohol  plant  as  an  illustration  of  v;hat  chem- 
urgy  is  accomplishing.    He  urged  the  real  estate  men  to  support  research  along 
this  line, 

Trom  Billings  (Mont.)  Gazette,    Apr.  3C  - 

PLOOHS  lOR  rAEi'IERS  -  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson, 
appearing  hefore  the  house  agriculture  committee,  made  it  clear  that  the 
administration  has  turned  its  "back  on  production  controls  as  a  means  of  insuring 
the  nation' s  farmers  a  fair  retnirn  on  their  crops.  But  he  made  it  equally  clear 
that  he  favors  governmental  action,  and  on  a  "broad  scalp, _  to  attain  that  o"b— . 
iective, 

Anderson  proposed  a  long— range  program  to  encourage  farmers  to  produce  in 
aljundance  "cy  committing  the  government  to  set  "floors  under  cons-jjnption"  as  well 
as  under  prices.  Such  floors,  he  said,  could  "be  provided  Isy  "a  surplus  distri- 
"bution  program  or  perhaps  some  sort  of  food  allotment  T^rogram  availahle^  at  all 
times  —  something  flexilDle  enough  to  meet  "both  chronic  and  acute  deficiencies 
in  "buying  power,"  He  thinks  that  the  school  lunch  program  is  a  good  start  "but 
does  not  go  far  enough, 

IVhat  he  has  in  mind,  evidently,  is  increasing  the  food-"buying  capacity  of 
the  poor,  especially  in  depression  times,  "by  handing  out  stamps  that  could  oe 
used  in_  the  stores  to  "buy  farm  products  designated  as  surplus.     The  government 
would  redeem  the  stamps  and  talce  the  loss  involved  which  might  run  to  $1,500,- 
000,000,  according  to  studies  made  "by  the  department,  in  addition  to  $600,000,0(1) 
a  year  for  school  lunches. 

This  S3^stem  was  in  vogue  during  the  1930' s  and  made  more  food  availa'ble 
to  those  on  relief  at  cut  prices  while  those  not  on  relief  paid  much.^higher 
prices,    Socretar:"  Anderson  was  not  talking  a,"bout  returning  to  free  agriculture. 
He  was  discussing  a  plan  to  use_  government  funds  to  hlep  farmers. 

From  Pouglikeepsie  Fgw  Yorker,  May  2  - 

ECOiTOMY  01  ASLm^ilCE  ^  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  has 
proposed  a  realistic  farm  program  to  succeed  the  wartime- price-support  setup. 
It  is  "based  on  the  thooi^^  that  food  should  "be  grown  in  aounda-nce  and  consumed 
the  same  way. 

This  is  quite  a  departure  from  the  present  practice  of  maintaining  artifi- 
cial high_ prices  and  dumpi:ig  surpluses,  as  v/ell  as  fror:;  the  prewar  economy  of 
scarcity,  which  naid' fa.rmers  for  lowering  the  food  supply  to  match  lo.v/ered  "buy- 
ing power,      Mr,  Anderson  v/ould  put  a  floor  under  consumption  and  make  "some 
sort  of  Too d  alio tinent  program  availa'ble  at  all  times,".  " 
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IVom  Boston  Christian  Science  lionitor,  May  1  -      •  •  ■  .  ' 

A  ISESH  SLAi^T  OH  TH3  ?AFJ^  PROBLEl-I  -  Editorial  -  One  thing  seems  certain:  Ivlien 
the  present  ITederal  program  for  supporting  the  price  of  farm  prodiicts  expires  at 
the  end  of  1948,  some  other  agricultural  stahilization  legislation  will  talce  its 
place.     To  talk  ahout  other  possihilities  appears  as  academic  as  to  expect  com- 
pletely tar iff less  foreign  trade  or  wage  rates  rising  and  falling  in  a  "free" 
later  market,     S^arthermore,  hccausc  the  farmer'  sannot  adjust  his  production 
quickly  to  fluctuations  in  demand,  and  "because  he  is,  so  utterly  essential,  the 
American  people  are  unlikely  to  toss  him  overboard  to  sink  or  swim,  ^ 

xhc  Ciuestion  is,   therefore,  not  whether  there  will  he  a  nev/  program,  hut 
v;hat  kind* 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson' s  outline  for  a  new  approach  is  likely 
to  get  a  sympathetic  hearing.    He  v/ould  stabilize  consumer  demand  for  farm 
products,  instead  of  regulating  supply  o.nd  supporting  prices.     In  times  of  dot- 
prcssion  at  home  he  would  holster  the  "buying  power  of  inadecuate  incomes  by 
extensive  use  of  the  food  stac^  system.    He  would  undcrtcice  agreements  providing 
for  sale  of  surpluses  abroad  at  cut  prices  to  needy  countries. 

Obviously,  many  difficulties  of  administration  stand  betv/een  the  idea  and 
a  practicable  execution.    But  in  just  venturing  to  v;alk  around  the  farm  problem 
and  to  look  at  it  with  some  imagination  from  the  other  side,  Hr,  Anderson  has 
made  ^  contribution  of  some  proportions. 


From  Schencctat'y  (lM,Y. )  Union-Stpj',  May  1  - 

MIDDLI]  GLASS  COITSUI-ERS  DllSiiaVjil  A  BSEAK!,  '700  ~  Editorial  -  Ife  have  never  been 
anything  but  whole-heartedly  in  favor  of  p„s  si  stance  for  the  unfortunate,  "but  we 
believe  there  is  a  danger  in  so  administering  this  help  as  to  ^degrade. 

This  thought  follov/s  the  suggestion  of  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson 
that  a  program  be  worked  out  under  which  certa.in  low  income  groups  v/ould  receive 
the  benefit  of  government  subsidy  progrnjns  designed  to  malce  production  of  food 
an  incentive  to  farmers.     One  seeks  amendment  to  the  Anderson  suggestion  with 
some  trepidation  lest  such  a  stand  be  misinterpreted, 

We  have  deplored  the  existance  of  "v/ant  amidst  plenty"  ever  since  seeing 
the  long  lines  at  the  Surplus  Commodity  depot  across  Clinton  St,  from  the  Union- 
Star  back  in  depression  days,    \fay  that  should  be  v;hon  production  was  plentiful 
to  a  degree  that  induced  government  payment,  not  to  grow  crops,  pa,ssed.  our  com^ 
prehension.    And  if  some  such  scheme,  even  disguised  by  food  cards  acceptable 
for  certain  commodities  at  any  stores,   is  to  be  revived  v/e  believe  it  is  un- 
American* 

Another  element  is  that  the  numerous  middle  class  on  which  American  i^irestigc 
and  prosperity  have  been  built,  feels  a  pinch.     The  so-called  underprivileged 
got  Torctty  good  attention.    Those  of  moderate  income  vho  wrjit  to  pay  their  ovm 
way  just  can' t  afford  the  cost, 

From  Alburqucrque  (H,M,)  Journal,  Apr,  30  -  ■ 

SSSS'^'TLiL  l/ATSR  STEP  -  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  went  to 
"bat"  for  the  people  of  the  Middle  Rio  Grande  Conservancy  District  in  appealing 
to  President  '."ruraan  Tuesday  for  a  com-plction  of  the  report  on  the  Rio  Grande 
problem  which  has  been  under  study  for  several  years  now.  This  report  must  be  laid 
before  Congress  as  the  first  initial  s  tep  in  the  fight  for  appropriations  for 
flo»sd  control  and  roha.bilitation  of  the  irrigated  land  in  the  valley,-  Congress 
then  v/ill  have  something  on  v/hich  to  act. 
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DIMINISHING  STOCKS  OF  RiiT"^  COTTON  IN  JAPAN  CONST Dl^RED  A  THREAT  TO  REVIVING 
INDUSTP Y-Tokyo-At  the  end  of  next  month  Japan's  stocks  of  raw  cotton  will  amount 
to  only  228,000  bales,  \^hich  is  less  than  tliree  raonths'  supply. 

Because  it  takes  about  four  months  between  a  purchase  in  the  United  States 
and  delivery  to  a  Japanese  mill,  occupation  officials  frankly  are  worried  at  the 
situation.    They  have  issued  instructions  to  the  Ja.panese  that  if  cotton  is 
not  contracted  for  by  June  15  they  must  slash  their  current  textile  production 
schedules  hy  20  percent.    If  the  follovdng  m.onth  still  sees  no  additional 
cotton  in  prospect  they  must  cut  production  by  4O  percent  and  if  the  situation 
persists  a  month  later  the  cut  in  output  must  be  00  percent. 

This  precaution  has  ,  been  taken  to  prevent  tht;  t^^xtile  industry  from 
riding  blithely  to  the  ed'p;e  of  the  precipice  erected  by  i;ashington' s  failure 
to  take  action  about  financec. 


SEEKS  PRICE  PROTECTION:  FOOD  GROT''''  TO  ^Til'^.  GTr.PulNT7,ES  AGAINST  CUTS  AT 
JUI'JE  PARLEY-A  resolution  demanding  that  all  manufacturers  who  soil  direct  to 
retailers  guarantee  their  m.erchandise  for  thirty  days  a-cainst  price  declines 
will  be  introduced  by  the  New  York  State  Food  Mc-rchants^Association  at  the  San 
Ptancisco  convention  of  the  National  Association  of  Retail  Grocers,  vrhich  mil 
be  held  «June  22  and  26,  it  was  arjiounced  over  the  weekend. 


BiLRS  CIGivRETTES  IN  M/aL  TO  GERIMI^Y:  i^MY  ACTS  TO  CURB  BLACK  MRKFTS— 
POST  EXCE\NGES  WLL  MEET  NEEDS  OF  FORCES-l.-ashington-In  a  move  to  curb  black 
market,  operations  and  resultant  inflation  in  Germany,  the  vlax  Department  . , 
announced  today  that  private  shipments  of  cig£>.rettes  and  tobacco"  to  American 
personnel  in  the  occupied  zones  vrould  be  banned  on  and  after  May  26. 

From  Fall  Street  Journal,  May  20  - 

EUROPE'S  DROUGHT  shiarpens  Continental  hunger  for  U.S.  grain-Since  mid- 
March  extremely  dry  weather  has  parched  fields  in  Rumania  and  Bulgaria. 
Now  the  soil  thirst  spreads  to  Greece,  Czechoslovakia  and  ..ustria. 

1.1th  l-.ok  of  fertilizer,  lack  of  farm  machinery,  Ir.ck  of  labor. 

V    t  ''"^  prospect:    Europe  riU-TPnt  cvcrv 

pound,  overj-  bushel  ef  grain  it  can  ^rot  fror.  n.S.  b»,«er  eroos  this  v  ■  Jr  ' 

needs  ^iJ^l^^^^^t^^  ^SxiS^iKiS^^ 


Farm  Digest  I035-47 


-2- 


Fr on  Yiall  Street  Journal,  May  20  - 

SUGi'iR  RATIOHNG  TO  INDUSTRY  IS  BRINOLrcNEl/  HE/iDACHES  TO  U.S.  OFFICIALDOI't- 
Fnile  some  commercial  consumers  still  complain  they  are  pinched  by  present  quotas, 
others  a.re  beginning  to  take  less  than  they  are  offered.    Ration  officials  say 
some  candy  makers,  bakers,  and  drinlc  bottlers  are  among  those  taking  loss  than 
their  allotments. 

This  pulls  the  average  industrial  use  of  sugar  doT.Ti  belov:  the  level  set 
in  the  rationing  system  because  those  who  v/ant  more  can't  get  it.    And  so  far 
authorities  haven't  found  a  solution  to  the  problem.    They'd  like  to  boost 
allotments  vhove  needed  v/ithout  making  an  across  the  board  increase. 


STS^IK  DINNERS  will  grow  cheaper  as  summer  goes  by-That's  the. opinion  jf 
meat  experts,  who  say  the  seasonal  movement  oi  cattle  to  i.iarKo-t  in  months  ahead 
is  sure  to  hack  down  the  pricu  of  a  porterh^ust;,    ^^ume  say  flatly  beef  |)rices 
will  be  snj-pped  2^%  by  the  end  of  September, 


LUIvIBER  SHEPI'fEKTS  slipped  ^%  below  prr.ductinn  in  the  week  ended  May  10. 
And  new  orders  received  by  mills  vreve  ^%  iselow  the  nroducti-^'n  rate.    This  is  a 
significant  "pipeline"  barometer.    So  far  this  year  weekly  shi^iments  have  been 
running  10%  above  the  production  rate.    New  orders  have  averaged  more  than 
12^  above  the  production  rate. 


SII(/[PLE  ARITHIjIETIC  shov/s  how  runaway  food  costs  hack  into  physical  volume 
in  the  grocery  business.    Latest  official  figures  place  dollar  volume  sales  of 
wholesale  grocers  about  10^  above  a  year  ago.    But  wholesale  food  prices  are 
A5%  above  last  spring's  level.    Obviously,  people  are  bujHLng  considerably  less 
food  than  they  were  at  this  time  in  1946. 


DAIRY  FAmffiRS  LOSE  MONEY  by  tossing  alfalfa  hay  into  old  fashioned  haymows, 
So  say  feed  scientists  who  have  completed  tests  shov^ing  alfalfa  thus  stored  loses 
a  thdrd  of  its  protein  content.    Put  the    alfalfa  in  an  air  tight  silo,  say 
the  experts,  and  protein  loss  is  cut  in  half.    Dairymen    have  to  make  u;.^  protein 
meal,    lath  the  meal  costing  around  fovr  cents  a  pound,  the  scientists  computo 
savings  from  silo  storage  at  ^15. 60  per  acre  of  alfalfa  harvested. 

From  N.Y,  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  20  - 

e'UBAN  SUGAR  CROP-mth  favorable  v.r.:;ather  for  the  next  few  wecVs  Cuban 
sugar  production  for  this  year  r.lll  roach  6,250,000  tons,  which  is  100,000 
tons  more  than  previous  estimates.    V^th       of  th  :  160  mills  finished  grinding 
It  IS  esmated  that  up  to  yesterday  5,800,000  tons  have  been  made ,. .Demand  for 
sugar  here  has  shown  a  slight  pickup  but  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  vet  th-t 
the  demand  vail  be  sustained,  although  with  the  approach  ^^f  x^rvncr  weather 
broader  buying  is  forecast. 
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From  Hutchinson  (Eans.)  Hew-s-Herald,  May  11 

ALL  THA2  l-JEUAS  Al^D  ITO  WaY  TO  MOVE  IT  -  The  greatest  wheat  crop  in  Kansas' 
history  will  "he  comlDined  with  the  greatest  shortage  of  railroad  freight  cars  — 
v/ith  the  result  the  "big  hoora  in  prospect  for  the  wheat  helt  may  turn  out  in 
some  sections  to  he  a  Dig  "bust, 

Eailroad  officials  in  this  territory  have  admitted  they  will  not  have 
ample  "box  cars  to  handle  the  movement  of  1947  grain,  nov/  estimated  at  120-125 
million  "bushels  in  36  Southv/estern  Kansas  counties.    Despite  enormous  in- 
creases in  shortage  capacity,  there  will  iDe  considerahle  grain_  dumped  on 
the  ground  and  most  producers  expect  a  far  heavier  loss  from  this  improper 
handling  tiian  last  year,  when  thousands  of  "bushels  were  ruined. 


Prom  Chicago  Journal  of  Commerce,  Maj''  12  ~ 

'EkSlA  PraCE;  FLOORS  ABOVm  PAHITY  EESP  ?OODS  AT  PEAK  -  Informed 

ohservers  are  virtually  unanimous  in  their  "belief  that  food  relief  for 
Europe  is  much  more  urgent  now  than  it  v/as  immediately  following  World  War  I, 
The  general  disruption  of  World  War  II  was  far  mor,e  severe  than  in  the 
earlier  conflict,  transport  and  industry  more  widely  demoralized.    On  top 
of  all  this,  the  Continent  has  experienced  one  of  the  v/orst  Winters  in 
history.     Crops  soxm  last  Pall  were  liadly  damaged  and  yields  will  he  small^ 

In  these  circumstances,  the  Truman  administration's  policy  of  keeping 
farm  price  floors  at  levels  well  a"bove  parity  is  becoming'  increasingly 
difficult  to  explain,  Secreta,ry  Anderson  tried  it  recently,  "but  he  made  no 
more  sense  than  the  current  support  program.    The  "best  he  could  do  was  to 
assert  that  his  department' s  price  "bolstering  activities  are  having  %lmost 
no  effect"  upon  living  costs. 

It  is  of  couirse  true  that  the  support  program  had  relatively  little  to 
do  v.'ith  "boosting  such  items  as  wheat  and  h^ogs,  for  example,  to  their  present 
levels.    But  it  is  definitely  not  trje  that  the  svipport  program  is  in  no  v;ay 
responsi"blc  for  keeping  prices  high« 


From  Hartford  (Conn.)  Times,  May  12  -  ,■ 

mYVniS  lAmi  SUEPLUS  PLAH  -  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson 
has  tpiccn  up  the  recent  alarm  of  the  farm  "belt  over  approaching' agriciiltural 
surpluses  and  accompanying  lov/  prices.    Pie  is  looking  far  ahead,  "beyond  the 
end  of  19-:-8, 

Mr,  Anderson  proposes  that  the  1948  Congress  pass  a  law  which,  as  he 
defines  it,  is  the  tv/i ce-passed  and  twice  vetoed  I'icllary-Haugen  plan  of  the 
twenties.    It  v/ould  suheidize  exports  or  other  use  of  agricultural  Tiurpluses 
without  cutting  iDroduction, 

President  Qoolid^'c  twice  vetoed  the  plan  as  too  costly  to  the  federal 
treasury  and  as  self-defeating.    The  g^aar  an  teed  price  _  to  fa,rraers,  without 
acreage  control,  would  stimulate  the  production  of  siirpluses,     -hus  the 
solution  was  seen  as  "but  an  aggravation  of  the  malady. 

Secretary  Anderson  has  a  good  heart.    He  v;ould  put' "floors  under  son- 
sumption"  as  well  as  under  farm  prices. 
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I'rom  Lc::in/Tton  (Kv, )  Herald,  I'lay  12  - 

SIASUGS  AIJSCH  ASRICULTUSS  -  ^^ditorial  -  Thorc  is  general  approval  of 
reduction  in  exircnscs  "but  often  v/hcn  public  e^cpendituros  are  cut  the  effect 
is  not  knovrn  until  man;.'  months  afterwa.rd,    A_  reduction  of  a-t  least  33  l/5 
per  cent  in  the  Agriculture  Dcpar6inent  oudget  has  "been  rciDortcd  as  in  the 
making  by  the  PIousc  Appropriations  Committeo., 

ITov/,  if _  agricu.lt viral  appropriations  could  t)C  economically  cut  to  this 
point  v/ithout  reduction  of  services  of  government,  this  v;ould  "be  a.11  right. 
They  cpji  not,    '^hovefore  reductions  must  "be  made  in  benefit  pa;^T3ents  and 
will  have  o-n  effect  upon  the  farm  program. 

There  i's  cabsolutcly  no  way  that  agricultural  expenses  v/hich  total 
about  one-third  v;ithout  slashing  dcepl'    the  whole  program  that  is  based 
upon  better  farm  practices,   support  prices  and  activities  to  develop  farm 
markets. 

In  pEacticcs  under  the  Production  and  Marketing  Adjninistration' a  program 
agricultixre  ha,s  grc-atly  profited  in  this  country. 


Irom  Springfield  (Hass,)  Union,  May  13  - 

Ti-IE  SUGAS  SUPPLY  -  Editorial  -  Ifith  jsurpltis  sugar  overflowing  the  ware- 
houses and  clogging  refineries  in  many  3r,storn  cities  it  seems  inevitable 
that  the  six-year  shortage  v/ill  soon  be  declared  at  an  end  and  sugar  re- 
strictions removed,  to  the  delight  of  house-v/ivos  and  industrial  users  of 
tha,t  product* 

The  crop  ou.tlook,  morcijver,  is  excellent,     Cuha  crcpccts  a  1947  ■ 
humpor  crop,  which  should  be  the  largest  in  the  world,  _  v;hile.  prospects  in 
other  cane— gro'.;ing  territories  supplying  the  United  States  are  good  and 
sugar  beet  growers  at  home  expects  near-record  harvest. 

The  Agriculturo-l  Department _  economists  are  still  cautious,  but  Secre- 
tary Anderson  hints  at  a  prompt  end  to  allocation  and  price  controls  if 
the  present  outlook  is  confirmed,    l^hilc  the  domestic  beet  harvest  would 
not  provide  sugar  until  next  v;inter,  the  bulging  stoclc-piles  of  Cuban 
sugar  already  on  hand,  and  the  almost  certn,in  prospects  of  a  bumper  crop 
on  the  wo.y,  coiild  prompt  the  offici.al  decision  to  remove  controls  earlier 
than  the  October  31  legal  deadline. 

The  date  \-rill  be  announced  suddcnlj'-  and  without  warning  when  it  comes 
in  order  to  prevent  speculators  from  makinga  killing.    Thus  if  agriculture 
discountenance  an  early  lifting  of  controls  we  may  be  assured  that  .they 
are  going  to  surprise  us  with  the  good  news. 

Prom  Hew  Orleans  (La,)  Times-Picajmno,  l-lp.y  13  - 

'AiTTI*PLY«   0.11'IPAIGIJS  -  Editorial  _  Mississippi's  entry  in  the  list  of 
the  half-dozen  or  more  states  that  sre  turning  DDT  guns  agcainst  the  fly  in 
all-out,   statev/ide  campaigns  puts  her  high  in  the  rarics  of  the  v;ise,  Iowa 
seems  to  have  been  the  first  state  to  announce  plans  for  a  imivcrsal  swoop- 
down  on  the  pest,     Idaho,  v;hcrc  50  comraimities  solved  fly  problems  in  1945, 
is  eutending  the  v/ork  this  season.     It  may  bo  a  little  too  late  for  Louisiana 
to  get  started  this  yonr,  but  something  along  this  line  should  be  a  "nu.-t" 
for  1948, 
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From  tht: 

U.S.  OEPARTME^fT  Of  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


I  RADIO  SERVICE 

^     .^4/     Kenneth  M.  Ga'pen  -  • 


May  23,  1947 


How  Many  Employees  ».  in  USDA 

A  question  we're  often  asked  *.  "How  many  employees  in  the  USDA".  Quarterly 
report  by  our  personnel  office  shows  that  at  end  of  1st  quarter  of  '47,  there  were 
11,332  in  the  D.C.  area,  and  47,948  outside  Washington,  plus  884  outside  conti- 
nental U.  S.     These  total  60,164,    Full-time  employees  five  years  ago  totaled 
about  80,000.  .: 

We  Discuss  Radio  ,»  With  ACE  Editors 

Meetings  here  in  Washington  this  week  of  the  Extension  Editor  Advisory 
Committee  have  threshed  out  a  lot  of  information  problems        problems  that  affect 
RFD's  and  USDA  and  State  people.     (Committee  members  are  Elder  of  Iowa;  Rutledge 
of  Arkansas;  Gildersleeve,  N.D.;  Round,  Neb.,:     Franke,  Tex«;  Anderson,  Wash,  and 
Hoffard,  R.I.)    Editors  seem  more  raci  o-minded  than  in  previous  years. 

Session  on  radio  *.  Round  presiding  and  Gapen,  chairman  ..  came  at  the  close 
of  a  hot,  muggy  day  such  as  you  find  only  in- Washington,  D.C.    But  'twas  spirited. 
Some  of  the.  points  we  winnowed: 

USDA  Radio  Service  aim       to  serve  farmland  home  through  increasingly  im- 
portant medium  of  radio       partly  thru  networks  and  radio  farm  and  women  directors 

partly  thru  contact  and  radio  schools  for  local  workers  to  improve  b' casting. 
More  training  means  more  local  leadership  ..  means  a  better  service  job  thru 
radio.    USDA  offers  to  help       hopes  to  see  increasing  local  responsibility  for 
better  farm  and  home  b' casting  ..  at  State  and  county  "levels". 

Farm  and  home  radio  is  most  effective  when  keyed  to  local  needs.     This  means 
more  home  and. farm  agents  on  the  air       more  usable  information.    For  Federal- 
State  information  and  sometimes  for  guidance,  local  farm  and  home  programs 
b' casters  get  help  from  extension  radio  specialists  and  editors. 

Radio  clinics  and  schools  pave  the  way  to  better  local  b' casting  more 
know-how  by  local  leaders  eases  job  of  local  programming  and  b'cast  preparation. 
Radio  is  a  tool  for  farm  and  home  service.    To  become  expert  in  using  it 
leaders  need  guidance  and  training.    Primary  training  is  followed  profitably  by 
advanced  clinics. 
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A  Brand  New  Yearbook  » .  From  Us  To  You 

We're  told  that  first  copies  of  the  Yearhook  of  Agriculture  (1943-47)  are  in 
the  mail  .«  going  to  RFD's.     In  April  3  RFD  Letter  v/e  told  you  quite  a  bit  about 
this  first  yearbook  in  five  years  ..  it  hasn't  been  issued  since  1943,  when  war 
interrupted  a  sequence  that  goes  back  nearly  100  years. 

Inside  the  front  cover  of  this  960-page  book  ..  titled  "Science  in  Farming" 
«.  you'll  find  background  statement  on  the  book's  history,  why  it's  issued,  what 
it  covers,  who  writes  and  edits  the  135  separate  articles. 

You'll  also  find  .the  warning  that  your '  s  is  an  advance  copy        that  no  public 
mention  is  to  be  made  of  the  book  before  May  31,  the  publication  date, 

"Science  in  Farming"  summarizes  important  research  developments  of  the  last 
few  years        a  time  lAhen  war  made  publication  of  scientific  findings  difficult. 
There's  a  handy  map  inside  both  covers  showing  centers  of  agricultural  research 
in  these  United  States. 

^^mong  features  that  makes  the  book  easy  reading  are  dozens  and  dozens  of 
pictures  «.  presenting  agricultural   research  visually.    Believe  you'll  agree 
Editor  Al  Stefferud  has  done  a  fine  job.     In  the  index  you'll  find  reference  to 
about  all  that's  happended  in  ag  research  in  last  five  years  . 

Improvement  in  Cottonseed  Meal 

Research  at  USDA's  regional  laboratory  in  New  Orleans  shows  that  a  pigment 
(gossypol)  in  cottonseed  meal  reduces  growth  of  chicks  as  well  as  hatchability 
of  eggs.    USDA  poultry  specialists  made  careful  comparisons  of  cottonseed  meal 
prepared  by  usual  pressing        and  meal  prepared  by  new  process  of  solvent  ex- 
tractiofi  of  the  oil,  which  removes  the  pigment.    Process  was  discovered,  and  is 
being  developed,  by  N.O,  lab. 

To  prove  that  it  was  the  pigment  in  meal   «.  and  not  a  difference  in  processing 
..  poultry  men  added  to  soybean  meal  the  pigment  removed  from  cottonseed  meal. 
This  combination  reduced  growth  and  hatchability  by  about  as  much  as  did  old-style 
cottonseed  meal. 

For  the  new  process,   cottonseed  kernels  are  chopped  and  agitated  in  a  mixture, 
of  solvents.    Pigment  comes  to  the  top.     Oil  is  separated  from  the  solvent  by 
distillation.    Practically  all  oil  is  extracted  ..  including  the  6  percent  which 
heating  and  pressing  does  not  remove. 

This  item  was  given  to  farm  press  editors  here  last  week  and  also  mentioned 
recently  in  the  USDA  Clip  Sheet.    We  repeat  it  here  *.  in  case  you  missed  it. 

Farm  Fish  Ponds  ■       •  ' 

Just  out  and  enclosed  is  Farm  Fish  Ponds  .  <.  prepared  by  the  Soil  Conser- 
vation Service.  It  tells  how  farm  ponds  can  provide  food  and  fun,  whilst  retarding 
destructive  runoff.    Most  any  farm  can  have  a  pond. 


mm 

4-H  Trek  ».  Chicago  to  Washington 

At  hand  from  L.  I,  Frisbie,  state  club  leader  at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  is  itinerary 
for  bus  carrying  delegates  from  a  number  of  midwest  states  to  national  4-H  camp 
in  D,  C.    We  give  you  skeleton  routing.    RFD' s  wanting  a  pickup  from  4-H'ers  on 
the  bus  and  needing  more  information  ..  write  or  wire  Frisbie. 

The  itinerary:    Leave  Chicago  June  8  at  7:33  a.m.    In  Michigan:    Michigan  City 
at  9:25  ..  Niles  af  11:30        Three  Rivers  at  12:15  (lunch)  ..  Jackson,  2:30  .. 
Ann  Arbor,  3:15  ..  Detroit,  5  to  5:30        Chatham,  Ont,  at  6:30  (overnight).  Spend 
night  of  June  9  in  Niagara  Falls,  USA.     June  10;    At  East  Aurora,  N.  Y. ,  7:55  a.m. 

Corning,  N.  Y. ,  llsl5  (lunch)  ..  Towanda,  Penn.,  1:45  Allentown,  Pa.,  8:15 
(overnight).  June  11:  Philadelphia,  8:40  a.m.  to  12:15  p.m.  Baltimore,  3:20  .. 
Washington,  D,  C.,  6:45. 

Return  trip:     Spend  night  of  June  19  in  TJheeling, -W.Va.        June  20,  Wooster, 
Ohio,  11  a.m.  ..  Bucyrus,  12:30  (lunch)   ..  Van  Wert,  3:15  to  3:45        Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.,-4:20  p.m.  ..  Valpariso,  Ind.,  6:40  to  7:45  ..  Spend  night  in  Harrison  Hotel, 
Chicago. 

An  Opportunity       in  Naval  Reserve 

Our  Navy  between  now  and  July  1  is  campaigning  to  build  up  the  nation's  Naval 
Reserve:       an  organization  always  attractive  to  farm  boys  and  men.     All  betxveen 
ages  of  17  and  40  ..  whether  veterans  or  non-veterans  ».  are  eligible.  The 
Reserve  offers  *.  in  addition  to  opportunity  for  service  a  chance  tc  develop  a 
hobby  with  a  future.    These  include  electronics,  aviation  specialities,  radar, 
work  with  metals,  plumbing,  welding  and  engineering  trades.     These  needn't 
interfere  with  regular  farm  work.    Classes  are  held  evenings  and  weekends. 

Reservists  are  paid  for  attending  classes        starting  with  $2.50  per  class 
..and  can. earn  up  to  64  pay  days  a  year.     All  have  chance  for  promotion,  which 
means  advancement  in  pay.    Veterans  may  start  from  rating  held  when  they  left 
service.  •  And  most  army  vets  can  get  equivalent  navy  rating.     Naval  Reserve  also 
conducts  annual  2-week  cruises,  with  pay.     These  may  be  at  sea  or  at  air  stations 
or  other  shore-based  activities. 

If  thousands  of  ships  in  the  Nation's  "mothball"  fleet  are  to  be  more  than 
empty  hulls  ..  this  country  must  preserve  some  of  its  hard  learned  "know-how". 
To  join  up  ..  or  for  more  information  ,.  see  nearest  Naval  Reserve  office,  or 
write  Naval  Reserve,  Washington j  D.  C. 

Problems  «;  for  Ag  Engineers       ,  . 

When  RFD's  were  at  Beltsville  4/30  ag  engineering  chief  Turner  gave  us 
insight  into  problems  his  office  faces  ..  by  propounding  questions  on  farm 
engineering  that  should  be  answered.     They're  enclosed.  You'll  see  from  reading 
them,  that  Mr.  Turner  and  his  researchers  have  enough  to  keep  them  busy  for 
some  time.     There's  hardly  any  ag  research  that  doesn't  present  some  problem 
to  the  ag  engineer, ■  .  ■ 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

Two  RFD' s  Change  Jobs 

Two  NARFD  brethern  are  changing  jobs  in  June.  C.  W,  Jackson  ..   Texas  radio 
extension  editor  for  3^  years        leaves  June  15  to  become  RFD  of  KCMO,  Kansas  Citye 
That  station. slated  to  go  50,000  watts  in  near  future.    And  at  the  end  of  June, 
Bill  Zipf,  RFD  at  Ohio  State  (v;OSU) ,  goes  with  the  Columbus  (Ohio)  Dispatch, 
according  to  a  letter  from  Ohio's  Director  of- Extension  Ramsower.    We  understand 
he'll  "be  farm  editor  for  the  paper  and  for  ViTBNS.    We  hope  he's  not  leaving  the 
*  RFD  f^ily. 

"Jack"  came  to  Texas  A  and  M  from  county  agent  and  vo-ag  work.    He  and 
Sybil  "Claire"  Banister  (we  quote  Louie  Franke,  Tex.  Ext.  Editor)  have  made 
the  daily  15-minute  Texas  Quality  network  one  of  country's  better  farm  and 
'home  b 'casts.    Last  December  they  started  a  second  network  show       the  25- 
minute,  weekly  A  and  M  Farm  Review.     It  has  a  5-minute  fill-in  by  county ^ageats. 
Under  Jack's  guidance,  Texas  is  right  at  the  top  in  working  with  county  agents, 
with  RFD's,  stations  without  RFD's  and  in  holding  radio  clinics. 

Zipf  has  been  field  editor  for  a  fruit  magazine        extension  editor  in 
Delaware  ..with  the  FCA  in  Louisville  and  associate  RFD  for  WLW.    He's  been 
at  Ohio  State,  his  alma  mater,   for  over  three  years.    He's  been  chairman  of 
the  ACE  and  4-H  Congress  radio  committees  and  is  co-author  of  "Radio  Handbook 
for  Extension  1/Vorkers".     Both  Bill  and  Jack  are  too  well  known  to  RFD's  to 
recite  more  of  their  attributes. 

Jack  will  be  succeeded  by  John  Hutchinson,  also  a  Texas  A  and  M  grad  who 
has  been  a  vo-ag  teacher  and  oo.  agent.     John  and  Jack  this  week  (quoting  Franke 
again)  are  "beating  the  bushes  together  on  a  whirlwind  schedule  ..to  show  John 
all  Jack  knows.    They're  holding  radio  training  schools  for  co.  agents  ..  making 
farm  and  home  recordings  and  going  on  the  air  from  different  points." 

New  Faces  in  Extension  Work 

Frances  Arnold  has  been  named  assistant  extension  editor  in  Texas,  effective 
June  15.    Miss  Arnold,  home  ec»  grad  of  East  Texcs  Teachers  College,  will  fill 
vacancy  left  by  Laura  Lane  who  went  to  Country  Gent.  Miss  Arnold  has  been  home 
dem.'  agent  since  1937,  and  last  year  won  national  award  for  county  hdme  dem.  radio 
program.....  Arthur  Edwards  has  been  named  asst.  agricultural  editor  in  Missouri. 

He's  a   '47  graduate  in  agriculture  from  U.  of  Mo  Curtis  F.  Tarleton,  '43 

.graduate  from  N.  C.  State,  has  been  made  asst.  ext.  editor  in  N.C»     (Thanks  to 
USDA  Extension  Service  for  above  information.) 

Picture  Packet  for  RFD's 

Before  long  we  plan  to  send  a  souvenir  picture  packet  to  RFD's  who  attended 
the  April  30-May  1  get-together  in  Washington.     These  will  be  selected  from  pictures 
taken  by  photographer  Mayo.    He  did  a  good  coverage  job        as  you  will  see. 
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i^on  NoYf  York  Times,  Hay^27 

TOLD  FOOD  TALKS  URGED  B'^  ANDERSON:  ElffiRGENCY  COUNCIL  APPROVES  PLi.N  FOR 
MiraSTERS  TO  ACT  ON  INDIGENOUS  SIPPLIES-Tiashington-Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Clinton  Pc  Anderson  proposed  today  that  a  world  conference  of  Iiinisters  of 
Food  and  Agriculture,  "looking  toward  improved  management  of  indigenous  food 
supplies"  in  cereal  import  countries  be  held  not  later  than  July,  The 
proposal  was  approved  today  by  a  large  majority  of  the  thirty  four  nation 
International  Emergency  Food  Councilc 

The  committee  mil  make  recommendations  on  Wednesday  as  to  vrhether  the 
FAO  or  the  lEFC  should  call  the  conference,  and  whether  it  should  be  held 
in  Europe  or  in  this  country, 

Dennis  A,  FitzGerald  of  the  United  States,  Secretary/  General  of  the  I  EEC 
prefaced  his  presentation  of  the  conference  idea  wdth  the  long  and  detailed 
report  on  the  extreme  gravity  of  the  world  food  situation. 

The  specj-al  policy  committee  reported  that  the  vrorld  food  situation 
was  still  so  grave  that  the  lEFC  should  be  continued  beyond,  the  proposed 
termination  date  of  next  Decc  31  to  June  30,  I94.80 

The  committee  reported  that  these  five  basic  commodities  were  in  such 
short  supply  that  they  should  continue  to  be  mder  international  allocation; 
cereals,  rice,  fats  and  oils,  sugar  and  nitrogenous  fertilizers.  Five 
others  were  named  as  likely  to  need  such  controls  were  beans  and  peas,  meat, 
protein  feeds,  certain  kinds  of  seeds  and  potash  fertilizer. 

Secretary  Anderson  told  the  lEFC  in  a  letter  that  his  call  for  a  conference 
of  responsible  food  ministers  had  been  based  on  two  main  considerations, 

.First,  he  stated,  there  is  an  increasing  struggle  for  United  States- 
grain  betvireen  the  "flag  areas"— the  combined  occupied  zones  of  Germany, 
Japan  and  southern  Korea,  for  which  the  United  Stcites  is  directly  r  e sponsible  — 
and  our  former  Allies,  who  combines  to  obtain  allocations  under  the  lEFC, 

"I  must  brutally  rec5gnize  that  more  and  more  I  have  found  it  necessary 
to  take  care  of  these  flag  areas,"  he  declared. 


HE  ASKS  POOD  ACTIDN-Lake  Success-Describing  the  food  situation  in'  var 
devastated  Europe  as  critical,  Trygve  Lie,  Secretary  General  of  the  United 
Nations,  called  on  the  fifty  five  member  nations  today  to  take  constructive 

T'^thm  less  than  two  months  to  recommend  solutions.    He  asked  for 
hili^Q  +  fifth  session  of  the  Economic  and  Social  Cornell  convenes  on 

July  19  to  avert  "catastrophe „"  ■ 

i.r.J^''  critical  food  shortage  in  European  countries,  which  was  foreseen  in 
acco?Sin?^to  a^'?^i  7  committee '.on  relief  needs,  is  already  at  hand, 

according  to  a  still  mcom^olete  survey  by  the  Food  and  ^agriculture  Organization 


Farm  Digest  1095-47 


■     .    — 2- 

Fron  Nevx  York  Times ,  May  27  - 

A  WORID  FOOD  CONFEREITCE-Editorial-As  a  first  step  toivard  vrorking  out 
"Continental  plans"  for  Europe  and  Asia,  at  least  in  respect  to  food,  the 
United  States  proposes  calling  a  world  grain  conference  by  mid  July  to  chart 
the  most  effective  distribution  of  world  supplies  and  to  improve  food  management 
in  deficit  countries »    This  proposal,  submitted  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
J^nderson  to  the  International  Food  Council  is  a  result  of  the  realization 
that  despite  the  billions  spent  on  relief  the  food  situation  is  gror.dng 
worse  rather  than  better,  and  that  a  year  from  now  v/e  shall  probably  face 
another  food  crisis  even  more  serious  than  at  present. 

The  proposal  of  Secretary  Anderson  is  good  as  far -as  it  goes,  but  it  is 
obvious  that  much  more  ivill  have  to  be  done  than  he  indicates  before  the 
last  horseman  of  the  Apocalypse  has  been  routed. 


PASSES  POTATO  BUJvIE:  SECRET.iRI  .JMDEIiSOr)  S..IS  CONGRESS  l.ROTE  PRICE  SUPPORT 
PLAN-PJashington-Clinton  P.,  .\nderson,  P.ecretary  of  Agriculture  madepublic 
today  a  letter  which  he  had  witten  to  Representative  August  H.  x^ndresen, 
Republican,  of  Minnesota,  taking  issue  vdth  Mr.  Andresen's  statements 
in  the  May  21  Congressional  Record  on  the  rotato  nrice  su-nnort  program. 

The  Secretary  reminded  him  that  Con-Toss  had  imposed  the  program  which 
compels. him  to  buy  potatoes.    He  said  that  since  he  himself  had  presented 
this  whole  problem  to  the  House  Agriculture  Committee,  to  v/hich  Mre 
..ndresen  belonged,  he  (Andrcsen)  must  know  that  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
T/as  poT/erless  to  do  Y/hat  Mr.  Andresen  demanded,  "halt  the  wanton  destruction 
of  potatoes  o" • 


FOOD  PRICE  DROP  PUTS  INDEX  DOM-lYashington-Prices  paj.d  by  moderate  income 
families  were  one  tenth  of  1  percent  lower  in  .mid  ^pril  than  in  mid  March 
when  an  all  time  high  was  reached,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported 
today.    There  vias  a  2  percent  increase  betvreen  Feb.  15  and  March  15. 

The  consumer's  price  index  formerly  knovm  as  the  cost  of  living  index, 
was  156.1  on  i.pril  I5,  computed  vdth  the  1935-39  level  as  100,  or  normal. 
Retail  prices  for  foods  dropped  while  prices  for  all  other  major  groups  of  living 
essentials  advanced  during  the  month. 

Food  prices  in  large  cities  declined  0,8  percent.    Clothdn.^  prices  ros^' 
0,2  percent » 


FVom  New  York  Journal  .of  Commerce,  May  27  - 

le^islaif  of  "^'v^^"^  BILI^Represontative  Gamble  of  ^"ew  York  has  introduced 
IZ^loTlnlt^'  "T"  '"'T^^'^l  ™diately..,The  lEFC  sees  larger  sugar 
to  imrd^^a?.^?       ;  interests  urge  industrial  users  to  buiAJ  inventories 

•indw?nt^+i      n''''?^^''^^''^^^'"-^"^*  "^^^^^^  deliveries  were  lower  in  /.pril 
indicating  the  slowdovm  at  the  time  in  demand,  ^  ' 
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From  St,  Pcul  Pioneer  Press,  Maj'  30  ~ 


T2m?AL  POTATO  PI^OC-EAM  BACmiGS  _  Government  destn;.ction  helped  sptid 
prices  to  crash  levels  of  $5  a  "bushel  for  old  crop  potatoes  in  the  Tv/in  Cities 
Monday, 

As  a  result  the  federal  potato' program  Ijachfired  and  consumer s_  and  pro- 
ducers "bego.n  asking  for  a  new  deal,  which  growers  said  they  will  try  to  get 
in  a  series  of  meetings  iDeginning  next  Monday  on  a  new  1947  program, 

■A-s  for  producers,  they  and  spokesmen  for  farmers  generally  shov/ed 
concern  lest  necessary  and  moderate  postv/ar  farm  price  supports  "become  dis- 
credited in.pulDlic  opinion  hy  the  unpopular  comLiination  of  high  costs  and 
destruction  of  potatoes.     It  is  feared  that  the  whole  long-time  program  of 
protecting  farmers  from  future  price  colla.iDse  may  "be  in  jeopard;;"  unless  a 
"better  plan  for  potatoes  is  found, 

Qj.iestions  were  even  raised  in  farm  circles  as  to  v/hether  some  i'/ashing- 
ton  officials  may  not  "be  using  the  potato  program  in  a  way  to  undermine  post- 
war farm  price  supports  generallj'-,    With  the  farm  appropriations  issue  coming 
to  a  head  in  Congress  this  week,  the  consumer  resentment  against  the  pota.to 
program  is  said  to  he  pla,cing  a  potent  weapon  in  the  hands  of  the  farm 
opposition  forces  in  Congress, 

Tiie  continued  destruction  of  potatoes  in  the  face  of  high  prices  is_  "being 
done  on  the  r  esponsi"bility  of  Ifeshington,  and  against  the  persistent  recom- 
mendations of  Midwest  administrative  officials  on  the  ground,  it  is  said* 


From  P.ichmond  (Ya,)  Hews  deader,  May  21  - 

GAlIADIAi?  POTATOES  SOLD  HIC-H;  STATS  CSOP  DSS'TROY^D  CHARGES  GAJE  MEII  _ 
Richj-fiond  housev/ives  are  huying  Canadian-grown  potatoes  at  douhle  the  price 
they  v;ould  "be  charged  for  those  grown  in  Virginia  "because  the  United  States 
goverrjnent  destroyed  a  considera"ble  portion  of  the  potato  crops  in  this  and 
neigh"boring  States,  0,  D,  Judd,  legislative  chairman  of  the  Virginia  State 
lestam-ant  Association,  charged  today. 

On  hehalf  of  the  association,  Mr.  Judd  wrote  Congressman  August  H, 
Andresen,   chairma.n  of  the  House  -f^-gri culture  Committee,  that  one  Hickmond 
wholesaler  alone  had  received  eight  carloads  of  Car^adian  potatoes  since  April 
16.  _  "  ~ 

^•ieanv/hile  the  letter  adds  it  reported  that  "potatoes  were  destroj^ed  at 
Toano,  "  a  town  approximately  40  miles  from  Hiclmond, 

Local  suppliers  are  quoting  a- v;holesale  price  of  ^4^50  per  hundred  pound 
on  Canadian  potatoes,   the  letter,  said. 

"^e  v/ere  advised  by  the  Departme"nt  of  Agriculture  that  the  price  paid 
for  potatoes  so  destroyed  was  $2,50  per  hundredweight,"  Mr,  Judd  wrote.  "If 
potatoes  were  destroyed  in  Virginia  or  near  hy,  simple  arithmetic  would  shov; 
that  the  people  residing  in  this  section  of  the  country  are  nov;  paying  100 
per  cent  more  for  the  same  coramodity  due  to  such  destruction." 
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From  Jersey-  Cit;;'-,  Hov/  ^ersev  Journal,  May  21  - 

nJr'IPIlTG  P0TAT03S  -  Sditorial  -  "r-ien  so  nan-,.-  people  are  in  neef.  of  food 
and  v;hen  prices  are  so  hi[;h  that  the  housev/i fe  hr,s  to  v;atch  every  penr^'  as 
she  roarhets  for  the  family  meals,  it  does  seem  str.m-ge  th?t  the  goverrj.ient 
diinps  surplus  potatoes  in  the  fields     ?he  latest  potato-dumping  tooh' place  I 
in  Alr;?oama,  v;hen  the  goverriment  disposed  of  over  50  tons  of  potatoes,  giving, 
the  reason  as  a  glutted  market, 

Tou  cannot  make  the  housevri.fe  "believe  that  the  jTiarket  is  f-_;lutted  v.-htn 
she  has  to  i^ay  six  cents  a  pound  or  51  cents  for  10  pounds  of  potatoes  —  a 
hi^'her  -price  than  she  has  "been  accustomed  to  oay.    Potatoes  have  jurrr-ied  in 
price  to  such  an  extent  th^it  the  housev/ife  v;ho  is  forced  to  count  her  pennies 
has  shifted  to  less  e:cpensive  starch  foods.     If  the  government  is  correct 
in  the  statement  that  the  market  is  glutted,   then  is  it  any  wonder  that  the 
housewife,  who  has  to  pay  high  prices  for  potatoes,   cannot  comprehend  v/lij'" 
the  governirient  dumps  potatoes  in  the  field  and  pours  kerosene  over  then  to 
make  then  unfit  for  consumption?     Sven  at  five  cents  a  -oound  the  govern:';icnt 
potato~d'jjnping  amounted  to  $5,000  — .nore  money  than  most  men  make  in  a  year, 
V.Tien  a  market  is  glutted  v;ith  a  product  the  assujnption  is^  that  the  lorodu-ct 
price  is  reduced  so  as  to  xine  up  the  surplus.    In  the  case  of  potatoes, 
cheaper  prices  v;ould  hring  the  potato  to  more  meals  daily. 


Prom  Des  Hoines  (lov/a)  Trihune,  May  20  - 

PAK:  lAlTD  PHICES  -  Sditorial  -  President  Truman  is  concerned  ahout  the 
rise  in  farm  land  values,  and  has  instructed  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Ander- 
son to  call  a  na.tional  conference  on  the  suoject. 

Until  recently,   the  inflation  in  land  values  has  not  heen  such  as  to 
cause  much  trouble.    Purchases  of  farms  at  rapidly-rising  prices  'lave  "been 
mostly  for  cash  or  a  large  percentage  of  cash.    Buyers  have  "been  ahle  to 
protect  themselves  against  declines  in  farm  prices,  "because  the-   v/eron' t 
piling  up  heavj'-  dehts. 

Lately,  however,   the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  noted  an  increa,sing 

numher  of  ?.and  purchases  where  the  "buyer  took  on  a  70~per  cent  or  greater 

de"bt,  givin:_;a  mortgage  in  return,'   Loans  of  this  size  v/ill  he  in  shakj- 

position  after  a  decline  in  farm  prices. 

In.  lS45^a"bou±  one- third  of ^  the  mortgagee-financed  sales  of  farm  land  (.one- 
seventh  01  all  sales;  v/ere  for  loans  oi  Yo'^jer  cent  or  more  oi  the  sale  ^^rice. 

Three— fourths  of  the  mortgage-financed  sales  (  one- third  of  all  sales)  v/ere 

on  mortgages  for  50  per  cent  or  more  of  the  sales  price. 

The  danger  that  many  farm  faipilies  v/ill  Ic  le  t.'ieir  v/artime  savings  "by 

unv/ise  hidding  up  of  farm  land  is. a  real  one. 


Prom  Great  Palls  (Mont,)  Trihune,  May  10  - 

Alih^PJGAlT  POOP  COlI-PJi-IPTIOlT  -  Editorial  -  Q,uite  a  few  persons  may  remem- 
ber that  shortly  after  the  vrar  in  Europe  ended  the  de-oartment  of  agriculture 
issued  some  v/arnings  to  poultry  raisers  about  a  possible_  surrolus  of  eggs  in 
this  country.     The  average  consumption  of  eggs  in  the  United  States  /.ad  risen 
from  the  prev\rar  fig\ire  of  298  per  person  per  year  to  ?92,     The  e:cpei'ts 
figured  that  Americans  v/ere  eating  so  many  eggs  because  they  couldia' t  vet 
enough  meat. 
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Fron  Nov;  York  Times, -May  20 

DIMINISHING  STOCKS  OF  RAF  COTTON  IN  JAPAN  CONSIDERED  A  THREAT  TO  REVI\rtNG 
INDUSTP Y-Tokyo-At  the  end  of  next  month  Japan's  stocks  of  raw  cotton  will  amount 
to  only  228,000  bales,  which  is  less  than  three  months'  supply. 

Because  it  takes  about  four  months  between  a  purchase  in  the  United  States 
and  delivery  to  a  Japanese  mill,  occupation  officials  frankly  are  worried  at  the 
situation.    They  have"  issued  instructions  to  the  Japanese  that  if  cotton  is 
not  contracted  for  by  June  15  th^y  must  slash  their  current  textile  production 
schedijles  by  20  percent.    If  the  follovdng  month  still  sees  no  additional 
cotton  in  prospect  they  must  cut  production  by  4O  percent  and  if  the  situation 
persists  a  month  later  the  cut  in  output  must  be  00  percent. 

This  precaution  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  textile  industry'  from 
riding  blithely  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice  erected  by  feshington' s  failure 
to  take  action  about  finances. 


SEEKS  PRICE  PROTPJCTION;  FOOD  GROT'^  TO  tt^ge  GimRi\NTEES  AGMNST  CUTS  AT 
Jm-JE^PARLEY-A  resolution  demanding  that  all  manufacturers  who  soli  direct  to 
retailers  guarantee  their  m,erchandisc  for  thirty  days  against  price  declines 
vdll  be  introduced  by  the  New  York  State  Food  Merchants  Assocj.ation  at  the  San 
Francisco  convention  of  the  National  Association  of  Retail  Grocers,  which  vdll 
be  held  ^une  22  and  26,  it  was  anjnounced  over  the  weekend. 


B/iRS  CIGARETTES  IN  MAIL  TO  GERIvLaTT:  Pmi  ACTS  TO  CURB  BLACK  MARKE^^S— 
POST  EXCR\NGES  V/ILL  LEET  NEEDS  OF  FORCES-Tfashington-In  a  move  to  curb  black 
market  operations  and  resultant  inflation  in  Germany,  the  K?ar  Department 
announced  today  that  private  shipraents  of  ciga.rettes  and  tobacco*  to  Merican 
personnel  m  the  occupied  zones  would  be  banned  on  and  after  May  26. 


From  Tall  Street  Journal,  May  20  - 

EUROPE'S  DROUGHT  sViarpens  Continental  hunger  for  U.S.  grain-Since  rdd- 
torch  extremely  dry  weather  has  parched  fields  in  Rui?.ania  and  Bulgaria. 
Now  the  soil  thirst  spreads  to  Greece,  Czechoslovakia  and  ..ustria. 
in  Co-J^^t  ^^^^Sht  follows  a  bitter,  ^djiter  and  swirling  floods  which  cut  cro-os 

nee..  ^I'^^^l^^^l^  ^SJiiJf iSif^- 
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Eron  r/all  Street  Journal,  May  20  - 

SUGi-iR  PL^vTIOMNG  TO  INDUSTRY  IS.  BRINGTmNE^/  HEivDACHES  TO  U.S.  OFFICIALDOM- 
Walle  some  conmiercial  cons^amers  still  cornplain  they  are  pinched  by  present  quotas, 
others  are  beginning  to  take  less  than  they  are  offered.    Ration  officials  say 
some  candy  makers,  bakers,  and  drink  bottlers  are  among  those  taking  less  than 
their  allotments. 

This  pulls  the  average  industrial  use  of  sugar  dov.Ti  belor;  the  level  set 
in  the  rationing  system  because  those  who  want  more  can't  get  it.    :.nd  so  far 
.authorities  haven't  found  a  solution  to  the  problem.    They'd  like  to  boost 
allotments  v/here  needed  vd.thout  making  an  across  the  board  increase. 


STE.IK  DINNERS  will  grow  cheaper  as  summer  goes  by-That»s  the. opinion  of 
meat  experts,  who  say  the  seasonal  movement  oi  cattle  to  markut  in  months  ahead 
is  sure  to  hack  down  the  price  of  a  porterhouse,    i^ome  say  flatly  beef  prices 
will  be  snj.pped  2^%  by  the  end  of  September, 


LUI'IBER  SHIPMEMTS  slipped  4^  belovr  production  in  the  week  ended  Mey  10. 
And  new  orders  received  by  mills  xrere       below  the  nroducti-^n  rate.    This  is  a 
significant  "pipeline"  barometer.    So  far  this  year  weekly  shipments  have  been 
running  10^  above  the  production  rate.    Nev^r  orders  have  averaged  more  than 
12^  above  the  production  rate. 


SIIi/CPLE  ARITHVIETIC  shove's  how  runaway  food  costs  hack  into  physical  voliane 
in  the  grocery  business.    Latest  official  figures  place  dollar  volume  sales  of 
wholesale  grocers  about  10^  above  a  year  ago.    But  wholesale  food  prices  are 
U5%  above  last  spring's  level.    Obviously,  people  are  buying  considerably  less 
food  than  they  were  at  this  time  in  194-6. 


DAIFIY  FARl'ffiRS  LOSE  MONEY  by  tossing  alfalfa  hay  into  old  fashioned  haymows. 
So  say  feed  scientists  Ytrho  have  completed  tests  shovdng  alfalfa  thus  stored  loses 
a  third  of  its  protein  content.    Put  the    alfalfa  in  an  air  tight  silo,  say 
the  experts,  and  protein  loss  is  cut  in  half.    Dairymen    have  to  make  up  protein 
meal,    Ta.th  the  meal  costing  around  four  cents  a  pound,  the  scientists  computo 
savings  from  silo  storage  at  !ii.l5.60  per  acre  of  alfalfa  harvested. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  20  - 

©UBAN  SUGAR  CROP-TJith  favorable  weather  for  the  next  few  weeks  Cuban 
sugar  production  for  this  year  r.dll  reach  6,250,000  t^ns,  which  is  100,000 
tons  more  than  previous  estimates,    lath  UO  ^f  tho  160  mills  finished  grinding 
it  is  esiiaated  that  up  to  yesterday  5, BOO, 000  t^ns  have  been  made ., .Demand  for 
sugar  here  has  shown  a  slight  picku]-;  taut  there  is  nothing  t indicate  yet  that 
the  demand  will  be  sustained,  although  with  the  ani^roach^of  T^armcr  weathc-r 
broader  buying  is  forecast. 
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I'rom  Hutchinson  (Kans,)  Hew-s-Herald,  May  11  - 

ALL  THA2  T/EiAT  MD  HO  W.iY  TO  MOVE  IT  -  The  greatest  wheat  crop  in  Kansas' 
history  will  "be  comiDined  with  the  greatest  shortage  of  railroad  freight  cars  - 
with  the  result  the  "big  "boom  in  prospect  for  the  wheat  Taelt  may  turn  out  in 
some  sections  to  he  a  hig  "bust. 

Railroad  officials  in  this  territory  have  admitted  they  will  not  have 
airrple  hox  cars  to  handle  the  movement  of  1947  grain,  nov;  estimated  at  120-125 
million  "bushels  in  36  Southive stern  Kansas  counties.    Despite  enormous  in-  ^ 
creases  in  shortage  capacity,  there  will  "be  considerahle  grain_  dumped  on 
the  ground  and  most  producers  expect  a  far  heavier  loss  from  this  improper 
handling  than  last  year,  when  thousands  of  hu.shels  v/ere  ruined. 


Jrom  Chicago  Journal  of  Commerce,  Ma:/  12  - 

IkBli  PPLECEi  JLOOES  ABOVS  PASITY  LUiVSL  KSSP  700DS  AT  PEAK  -  Informed 
observers  are  virtu.ally  unanimous  in  their  "belief  that  food  relief  for 
lurope  is  much  more  urgent  now  than  it  v/as  immediately  following  World  I'/ar  I, 
The  general  disruption  of  '^iTorld  War  II  v/as  far  more  severe  than  in  the 
earlier  conflict,  transport  and  industry  more  widely  demoralized.    On  top 
of  all  this,  the  Continent  has  experienced  one  of  the  v/orst  Winters  in 
history.    Crops  sowi  last  Pall  were  hadly  damaged  and  yields  will  he  small. 

In  these  circumstances,  the  Truman  administration's  policy  of  keeping 
farm  price  floors  at  levels  well  ahove  parity  is  hecoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  explain, Secretary  Anderson  tried  it  recently,  hut  he  made  no 
more  sense  than  the  current  support  program.     The  "best  he  could  do  was  to 
assert  that  his  department' s  price  holstering  activities  are  having  "almost 
no  effect"  upon  living  costs. 

It  is  of  coiirse  true  that  the  support  program  had  relatively  little  to 
do  with  hoosting  such  items  as  wheat  and  hogs,  for  example,  to  their  present 
levels.    But  it  is  definitely  not  tirxo  that  the  support  program  is  in  no  v/ay 
responsihlc  for  keeping  prices  high. 


Prom  Hartfoi-d  (Conn,)  Times,  Hay  12  - 

Rm^/SS  TARI^i  SURPLUS  PLAH  -  Sditorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson 
has  taken  up  the  recent  alarm  of^  the  farm  "belt  over  approaching' agricultural 
surpluses  and  accompanying  lov/  prices.    Pie  is  looking  far  ahead,  hcyond  the 
end  of  19 ---S, 

Mr.  Anderson  proposes  that  the  1948  Congress  pass  a  law  which,  as  he 
defines  it,  is  the  tv/ice-passed  and  twice  vetoed  MclTary-Haugcn  plan  of  the 
twenties.    It  would  su'bv'idizc  exports  or  other  use  of  agricultural  Tsurpluscs 
without  cutting  production. 

President  Qoolid^'c  twice  vetoed  the  plan  as  too  costly  to  the  federal 
treasury  and  as  self-defeating.    The  g-^aarantccd  prico_  to  farmers,  without 
acreage  control,  would  stimulate  the  production  of  surpluses,     -hus  the 
solution  was  seen  as  "but  an  aggravation  of  the  malady. 

Secretary  Anderson  has.  a  good  heart.    Ho  would  put  "floors  under  son- 
sumption"  as  well  as  under  farm  prices. 
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From  Lexington  (Kv, )  Herald,  ^^ay  12  — 

SLASHES  AimCI:  AGEICULTUS3  -  Editorial  -  Th^TC  is  general  approv-1  of 
reduction  in  exipcnscs  "but  often  v/hcn  putilic  e:xpenditures  ?.re  cut  the  effect 
is  not  knovm  until  man^'  months  afterwa,rd,    A_  reduction  of  at  least  33  l/S 
per  cent  in  the  Agriculture  Dcparfiment  oudget  has  hccn  reported  as  in  the 
making  "by  the  House  Appropriations  Oommittoo., 

ITov,',  if _  agricu-ltural  appropriations  could  he  economicallv  cut  to  this 
point  v/ithout  reduction  of  services  of  govern:nent,   this  would  "be  all  right. 
They  can  not,    O?;:erefore  reductions  must  he  made  in  henefit  pajTnents  and 
will  have  an  effect  upon  the  farm  program, 

There  is  o.hsolutcly  no  way  that  agricultural  expenses  which  total 
a&ou't  one- third  v/ithout  slashing  dcepl-    the  whole  program  that  is  "based 
upon  hcttor  farm  practices,   support  prices  and  activities  to  develop  farm 
markets. 

In  practices  under  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration's  progra 
agricultiire  has  greatly  profited  in  this  country. 


From  Springfield  (Hass,)  Union,  May  13  - 

Ti-IE  SL'GAH  SUPPLY  -  Editorial  -  ¥ith  surplxxs  sugar  overflowing  the  ware- 
houses and  clogging  refineries  in  man^/  Eastern  cities  it  seems  inevitable 
that  the  six-year  shortage  will  soon  he  declared  at  an  end  and  sugar  rc-^ 
strictions  removed,  to  the  delight  of  housev;iycs  and  industrial  users  of 
that  product* 

The  crop  outlook,  raorcmrer,  is  excellent,     Cuha  brrpccts  a  1947 
humpor  crop,  which  should  "be  the  largest  in  the  world,  _  v/hile  prospects  in 
other  cane-groi;ing  territories  supplying  the  United  States  are  good  and 
sugar  "ceet  growers  at  home  expects  near-record  harvest. 

The  Agri cultural  Department _  economists  are  still  cautious,  "but  Secre- 
tary Anderson  hints       a  prom^pt  end  to  allocation  and  price  controls  if 
the  present  outlook  is  confirmed,     V/hile  the  domestic  "beet  harvest  would 
not  provide  sugar  until  next  printer,   the  "bulging  stodc-pilcs  of  Cuban 
sugar  e.lready  on  hand,  a,nd  the  almost  certo.in  prospects  of  a  "bumper  crop 
on  the  way,  could  prompt  the  official  decision  to  remove  controls  earlier 
than  the  Octo"bcr  31  legal  dSadline, 

The  date  vri.ll  "be  announced  suddenly  and  without  warning  v/hcn  it  comes 
in  order  to  prevent  speculators  from  making  a  killing.    Thus  if  agriculture 
dis count cncnce  an  early  lifting  of  controls  v;e  may  "be  assured  tliat  they 
are  going  to  surprise  us  with  the  good  news, 

'Prom  ITew  Orleans  (La,)  Timcs-Picayuno,  I'mr  13  - 

'A1TTI*PLY«   C^I'IPAIGITS  >  Editorial  -  Mississippi's  entry  in  the  list  of 
the  half-dozen  or  more  states  that  aire  turning  DDT  guiis  against  the  fly  in 
all-out,   statcv/idc  cr.jnpaigns  puts  her  high  in  the  ranks  of  the  v;ise,  Iowa 
seems  to  have  "been  the  first  state  to  announce  plans  for  a  universal  sv/oop- 
down  on  the  pest,     Idaho,  v/hcro  50  communities  solved  fly  pi-ohloms  in  19-1-5, 
is  eKtending  the  v/ork  this  season.     It  may  "bo^a  little  too  If.te  for  Louisiana 
to  get  started  this  year,'  "but  something  along  this  lino  should  "be  a  "must" 
for  1948, 
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miLI  imi  ISUS  DIGUST  ■-  U.  S.  mPJill'MITT  0?  AGRICULTUES 

For  May  19,  1947)  Office  of  Information 

Washington  25,  D,  C, 

(The  ncv/spapers  and  magazines  from  which  these  agricultural  items  arc 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Room  414A.,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031.) 

From  New  Tork  Herald  TjilDunc,  May  19  - 

CLAY  STRIVIiTG-  10  TSLL  GWiAIIS  01  U.S.  FOOD  AID;  FULI-SCAL3  PU3LIGITY  DHITS 
IS  0RD33I!D  HO  COUilTriRACT  RSDS'  HUITGSR  PEOPAGAIsDA  -  Berlin  -  General  Lucius 
D,  Cla.y  disclosed  today  thp.t  he  and  his  staffs  have  started  an  extensive 
campaign  T:    press  and  radio  to  tell  hungry  Germans  the  ^full  story"  of 
American  efforts, to  provide  them  with  food.     One  purpose,  he  said,  was  to 
countcrcact  Communist  propaganda  stressing  the  food  shortages  in  the  western 
occupation  zones. 

The  Anericrji  Military  Governor  said  he  had  ordered  his  staffs  to  under- 
take a  full-scale  information  campaign  hy  press  and  ra,dio 


PARTY  CEI3F  URGSS  SFPORT  _  Berlin  -  Kurt  Schumacher,   chief  of  the  Social 
Democratic  ppxty,  has  asked  his  followdrs  to  do  their  utmost  to  turn  in  sur- 
plus foods,  it  wa,s  disclosed  toda;^,     "The  fixed  perceatage  of  farmers'  de- 
liveries should  "be  increased,  "  he  was  quoted  "by  his  deputy,  Friedrich  Heidc, 
as  saying,     "In  the  country  it  is  not  unusual  to  "bake  a,  v/ondorful  cake  while 
people  in  cities  are  starving, 

"1/e  have  no  moral  right  to  a.sk  for  relief  from  foreign  countries  if  wc 
don't  nioJic  every  possihle  effort  to  help  ourselves," 


30,000-TOli  DISTRIBUTION  -  Washington  -  The  American  iiilitary  Government  _ 
will  distrilDutc  30,000  tons  of  food  from  special  stocks  set  aside  "for  pre- 
vention of  disease  a,nd  unrest,  "  in  an  effort  to  corahat  the  German  food  crisis* 


LTO  PR^F.:R::i:TIAL  poods  POR  JAPAiT  TO  BS  SOUGHT  -  Hew  Delhi  -  General  Douglas 
Mac^rthur  docs  not  seek  preferential  trco.tment  for  the  Jr.panese  in  the  impor- 
tation of  food,  Willard  Sgekvist,   chief  of  price  control  and  ra/cioning  division 
of  Allied  Headquarters  in  Japan,   said  today.    He  is  here  for  the  United  Uations 
Pood  and  Agricultural  Organization's  rice  conference. 


SLA.M  COIILL^ilDEIiP.S  RICH      Bangkok  (UP)  -  The  government  of  Siam  "began  to 
commandeer  rice  today  in  order  to  thv/art  merchants  and  millers  v/ho  have  oeen 
hoarding  in  anticipation  of  higher  prices. 


_  .  3  R.A  RT 
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From  Hew  York  J"ourna.l  of  Commerce,  Hay  19  - 

V/OHID  SUGAR  SITUATION  -  Despite  world-wide,  efforts  to  increase  food  pro- 
duction, the  early  crop  outlook  is  for  only  a  slight  increase  for  the  nev;  crop 
year,  according  to  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.     Several  import- 
ing countries  v/ill  shov/  a  decline  in  grain  production.     Credits  will  Idc  one 
of  the  major  factors,  in  foreign  trade  in  farm  products. 


SUGAR  nEJliAllD  -  Beiaand  for  sugar  at  the  v/eckcnd  was  reported  to  "be  shov/ing 
some  natural  pick-up  "based  on  improvement  in  weather  conditions  and  not  re- 
lated to  recent  action  taken  ty  Washington,  ,  , '     ¥orld  sugar  production  is 
substantially  a,TDovc  a  year  ago,  with  the  progress  toward  recovery  of  the 
European  Tjeet  industry  substantial. 


CORIT  III  TH3  LIIELIGHT  -  Corn  steals  center  of  grain    futures  stage  as 
prices  adVcancc  sharply  on  buying  stinula-ted  .by  small  country  offerings,  an 
active  cash  demand,  and  talk  of  possible  relaxation  of  export  controls  to 
permit  sales  for  feeding  abroad,    Hew  crop  v;heat  -also  is  strong,  but  ia,y  con- 
tract is  f ractionTvlly  lower. 


PDR'TILIZjUR  USS  JU1'4PS  13  P3R  CZl'.H  ~  Washington  -  More  commercial  fertilizer 
was  used  by  Anorica,n  farmers  in  1946  than  in  any  previous  year,  the  Ha.tional 
iSertilizor  Association  reported  over  the  week-end, 

Maurice  H,  Lockwood,  president  of  the. association,  made  public  the 
association's  annual  report  on  consumption  which  shSws  that  approximately 
14,900,000  tons  were  used  in  1946,  representing  an  increase  of  1,700,000  tons 
or  13  per  cent.    Above  1945,  the  previous  all-timo  peak,     Consuraptipn  last 
year  wa.s  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the  average  annual  consumption  in  1S35- 
1939,  the  period  immediately  preceding  the  ourbrcaJc  of  World  War  II, 


From  Chicago  Da.ily  Tribune,  May  19  - 

RilTAIL  POOD  PRICES  SLIP,  OFFSET  OTHER  COITSUI^^JR  IlIDEX  RISE  -  Washington  - 
The  -ureau  of  Labor  Statistics  yesterday  reported  retail  food  prices  dropped 
0,8  per  cent  between  mid-March  and  April  15,   the  costs  of  othcrliving  essen- 
tials continued  to  advance. 

In    preliminary  estimates  on  retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  bought 
by  "moderate  income  city  faxiilios,  "  the  bureau  said  overall  consumers' 
prices  dropped  slightly  after  liitting  a  record  high  in  Marcli, 

Tlic  decline  in  retail  food  prices  more  than  offset  advances  in  other 
living  essentials  which  averages  less  than  0,5  per  cent.     The  consumer's 
price  in;'cx  dipped  from  the  mid-Mcarch  high  of  156,3  to  ar.  cstimr.tcd  156 
in  mid-A^Dril,     The  index  had  remained  slightly  over  153  from  mid- December  to 
mid-February,  but  rose  in  March, 
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Prom  Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Star,  May  9,  - 

B.-:iL3'l  POP.  GBAINS;  KAITSAS  CITY  STORAGE,  PAC I  LI  TES.  ARE'  lii  BEST  COITI)ITIOiT 
EVES  POR  SIG  TASK  -  Kansas  CitjJ-' s  giant  grain  storage  facilities  are  "being  put 
in  shape  for' the  task  of  handling,  am  expected  record  wheat  crop  which  will  "be- 
gin moving  late  next  month, 

Ajid  the  network  of  yawning  bins  never  has  l>een  in  a  'iDetter  position  to  do 
the  jot.    Elevators  throughout  Greater  Kansas  City,  with  a  total  capacity  of 
61,232,000  "bushels,  already  are  as  empty  as  they  ever  have  iDeen,  operators 
report* 

A  large  part  of  the-.  5  3/4  million  "bushels  of  grain  now  in  .storage  "belong 
to  the  government's  Commodity  Credit  cbrpQration  and- .contracts  call  for  it  to 
"be  moved  for  export  "before  the  1947  wheat  rush  "begins. 

That  every  "bit  of  availa"ble  storage  space,  not.  only  in.  the  immediate  Kansas 
City  area  "but  also  through  Kansas,  will  "be  needed  is  a  conceded  fact.  The 
anticipated  "bumper  crop,  coupled  with  a  shortage  of  "boxcars  for  moving  the 
wheat  from  the  harvest  areas,  makes  that  certain. 


Irom  Baltimore  (Md.)  Sun,  fey  13  - 

$4  U.S,  IffiEAT  SEEJI  II  EXPORT  COHTROL  Bi"LS  _  l/ashington  -  American  v;heat 
prices  may  rise  to  new  peaks  of  $4  a  "bushel  in  competition  v/ith  grain  from 
the  Argentine  if  escport  controls  are  permitted  to  lapse  at  the  end  of  next 
month,  spokesmen  at  the  Interna |;ion^.l;  Emergency  Tood  Council  predicted  today. 
Both  import  and  ersqjort  controls  are  scheduled  to  expire  Ju?ie  30, unless  Congress 
'acts  to  continue  them,    A  "bill  for  continuance  of  export  controls  for  .  another 
year  now  is  being  considered  by  a  subcommittee  of  the  Hotise  Armed  Services 
Committee* 


From  St,  Louis  (Mo.)  Star- Times,  l%y  10  - 

■  U.  S,  HO  LOST  $42  lilLLIOlJ  BY  SUPPORTING  EGG  PRICES  UimBR  POLICY  ORIERED 
BY  COiTGRESS  -  Washington  -  About  a  quarter  of  the  $333,000,000  rea^ested  by 
the  administration  to  support  agricultural  prices  during  the  fiscal  year  1948 
will  be  used  to  buy  eggs* 

It  is  estimated  the  government  v/ill  lose  $42,899,000  on  the  egg  deals* 
The  purchase  of  eggs  to  keep  the  price  up  is  a  commitment  made  by  Congress, 
not  the  whim  of  some  bureaucrat  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  as  some 
critics  would  like  to  picture  it. 

To  meet  war  needs  the  government  requested  expansion  of  production  in 
14  farm  commodities,  including  eggs.     Congress  passed  the  so~called  Stoagall 
amendment  guaranteeing  price  support  on  these  commodities. ,  Prices,  under  the 
law,  must  be  supported  at  not  loss  than  90  per  cent  of  parity  or  comparable 
price  for  tv/o  years  after  the  declaration -of  the  end  ef  hostilities       that  is 
until  December  1,  1948, 
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From  Philadelphia  (Pa)  Bulletin,  May  13  ~ 


I'TOOL  LAITG-IDE;  SAHIIT  GAIT  CAUSE  YAST  MI-IAGE  -  Washington  -  The  hearings  upon 
the  reciprocal  trade  treaties  hcfore'  the  V/ays  and  Means  Committee  of  the  House 
are  dramatically  demonstrating  that  America.n  farmers  not  only  gain  nothing 
hy  tariffs  on  their  produce  "but  are  curtailed  and  impoverished  "by  all  tariffs, 
their  ovm  included. 

Here  is  a  tjrpical  example^    ^^-ecently  the  wool  growers  of  the  West  made 
such  a  hullahaloo  that  the  committee  not  only  voted  to  retain  a  great  icrport 
duty  on  v/ool  "but  to  add  a  national  suhsidy  to  maintain  an  even  more  cxor'citant 
price  for  the  domestic  product,  ^  '  • 

Hov/  let's  see  hov/  this  helps  the  farmers  of  the  Nation, 

Toda-y  80'j  of  all  v;ool  used  in  this  country  is  imported.     So  the  consc~ 
quence  of  this  alleged  help  is  that  xirhilc  a  small  group  is  enriGhed,  every 
other  farmer,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  population,  pays  through  the  nose  hot 
only  for  the  sma-ll  amount  of  wool  the  West  produces  hut  for  the         they  do 
not  produce.     It  is  estimated  that  hy  the  time    this  cost  is  reflected  in  the 
clothing  of  the  ITation,  the  people  pay  something  like  six  times  as  much  in 
extra  expense  as  the  total  gross  value  of  all  the  wool  grown  in  the  United 
States, 

Trom  Dallas  (Tex,)  Times-Herald,  May  8  - 

THIS  IliTIOH  WILL  D2CLI10  IE  SOIL  LOSS  COiTTIi?JES  -  Editorial  -  D^oring  the 
last  tv;o  decades  the  general  puhlic  has  "begun  to  give  soil  cpnscrvation  the 
attention  it  deserves,  "but  man;,^  individuals,  pa,r ticularly  city  dwellers  still 
think  of  it  as.  a  pet  hohliy  of  theorists  and  chronic,  worriers. 

Land,  at  the  "beginning,  was  the  most  plentiful  resource  of  this  nation, 
ITaturally,  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  we  ho.vc  lost 
hundreds  of  "billions  of  dollars  worth  of  soil  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  for 
energetic  conservation. 

It  is  high  time  for  us  in  Texas  cand  for  citizens  of  nearly  all  other  State 
to  realize  that  one  of  the  most  important,  if  not  a"bsQlutely  the  most  important 
tasks  for'  this  country  is  to  conserve  and  rehuild  the  soil.     If  this  task  is 
neglected,  ultima,tc  decline  of  the  n?.tion  is  inevita"ble, 

Dr,  H,  H,  Bennett,   chief  of  the  Soil  Conservati8n  Service,  is  now  in 
Texas  checking_up  on  the  progress  that  has  "been  made  toward  prevention  of  soil 
erosion  and  on  the  need  of  additional  measures  .to  forestall  this  loss  of  vital 
ca,pital  v/calth. 

Much  good  can  "be  done  hy  the  federal  agency  headed  by  I>r,  Bcr_nctt,  hut 
results  will  fa,ll  short  unless  "the  state  and  local  effort  supplements  the 
federal  activity.     Certainly,  nothing  worthwhile  can  he  accomplished  v;ithout 
wholehearted  cooperation  among  land  ov;ners. 

Prom  Buffalo  Courier-Express,  May  12  - 

POOE  TOR  1/HCM7  -  Editorial  -  A  slight  contrast  in  methods  of  treating  a 
defeated  na.tion  is  provided  "by  the  current  situation  in  ^^omania, 

Pamine  is  rife  in  large  sections  of  Homania,    To  relieve  it  the  United 
States  has  poured  in  large  quantities  of  grain  and  other  emergency  food  sup- 
plies,    T'o  increase  it  I^ussia  has    levied  a  demand  upon  Homania  for  4-00  car- 
loads of  v/hite  flour  to  help  feed  250,000  Russian  occupation  troops. 
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From  New  York  Times,  May^^S^-^  '  """s-a,, 

CLARK  SAYS  RUSSIA  VIOUTED  PLaD.,GES/ GOT  AUSTRIA'S  R)OD-Gen.  Mark  W.  Clark, 
in  a  radio  speech  last  night,  accusecf^the  Russians  in  Austria  of  illegal 
confiscation  of  '^ustrian  cattle,  food  and  other  resources  and  of  exporting 
surpluses  above  their  ovm  needs  in  direct  violation  of  the  Potsdam  agreement. 

'"The  Soviets  in  f\ustria  have  not  cooperated  vdth  the  other  occupying  poivcrs 
in  accordance  mth  the' solemn  pledges  all  of  us  made  to  the  world  for  its 
future  peace  and  prosperity,"  Genal  Clark  declared  in  a  broadcast  over  the 
Columbia  Broadcasting  System., 


GERli^N  FOOD  NEED  LIKELY  TO  CONTINUE:  LITTLE  CMCE  OF  Il'IPROmffiNT  BORESEEN- 
Berlin-Food  and  agriculture  experts  here  believe  that  the  current  food  crisis 
mil  prove  to  be  chronic  until  at  least  the  fall  of  1948. 

Even  increased  imports  from  the  United  States,  thuy  point  out,  can  only 
prevent  starvation,  nothing  more.    Harvests  i--ili  raist-  periodically  the 
indigenous  sources  and  thus  individual  rations,  but  the;>'  cannot  bring  the 
daily  caloric  ration  much  higher  than  the  present  1,550,  it  is  believed. 

The  future  outlook  is  further  darkened,  not  so  much  by  the  inability  to 
increase  local  food  production  as  b^'-  the  general  food  agricultural  forecasts 
throughout  the  Northern  Hemisphere,    This  means,  it  is  nointcd  out,  that  even 
increased  dollar  credits  through  the  bi*zonal  export-ir.nort  program,  v.'ould  not 
solve  the  question  as  to  rmich- countries  most  deserve  the  United  States  ovtput. 


50^  ?'00L  T/JC  SEEN  Il'lPERILING  TR/.DE:  AUSTR/iLIAN  INTERSTS  FIW  U.S.  LEVY 
INCONSISTENT  ?.ITH  PURPOSES  OF  GENEVA-Sydney-YJool  interests  said  today  that 
if  the  Senate  passes  and  President  Trum^an  signs  a  bill  imposing  a  tariff  up  to 
50^  on  wool  ir;ip©rted  into  the  United  States,  the  whole  international  trade 
conference  at  Geneva  i\ill  be  imperiled, 

Comraent  here  followed  the  same  lines  as  that  of  the  bill's  opponents,-  , 
when  it  ivas  passed  in  the  House  last  Fridayj  that  such  a 'measure  yjas  almost 
hyprocirtical  at  a  time  when  the  United  States  T-as  trying  to  lower  international 
trade  barriers , 

If  the  measure,  were  finally  enacted,  into  law.  wool  interests  said,  the  U, 
S.  could  not  meet  ixustralia's  reciprocity  proposals  at  the  conference. 


EINL/iND  TILL  TRY  SOVIETIZED  KJii.iS:  THE  RUSSIAN  COLLECTIVE  SYoTS-x  TO  BE 
INTRODUCED  THERE  ON  EIPERIlIEl^iT.J.  Bx.SIS-Helsinl-:i-'-^'he .  Suvi^ot  Union's  system 
of  collective  farming  is  £ibout  to  bu'  introduced  expcriiaentally  here. 

The  experiment  is  part  of  an  extrer.ie  Leafist  scheme  tu  socialize  agriculture 
com.pletely  on  the  Russian  pattern.    It  follows  the  land  refom  that  chops  up 
big  and  medium-sized  estates. 
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Pron  Ngtt  York  Jonrnal  of  Comerco,  May  26  - 

SUGriR  POSITION  CH/iNGES-The  sugar  positinn  is  nnyj  rcvarsc-d.  Refiners 
importers  a  Tfeck  ago  vjere  crov/ded  Tdth  surplus  supplies,  but  today  the  refiners 
on  some  packages  are  behj.nd  on  orders  as  the  demand  Td-dens  rdth  improved 
■weather  and  prospect  of  a  heavier  call  for  sugar  as  ncv:  stamps  become 
available  on  June  1« 


CANNED  FOODS-With  the  citrus  juice  packing  season  almost  ended,  carryover 
stocks  in  Florida  canners'  hands  appear  to  be  moderate,  with  orange  juice 
holdinsg  at  about  t\io  and  one-half  m.onths  supply,  blended  at  three  months 
and  grapefruit  juice  at  five  and  one  half  months.    Meanr/hile,  Coast  fruit  canncrs 
are  inclined  to  hold  back  on  new  crop  plans  duo  to  price  uncertainties.  Early 
salmon  catches  on  Columbia  River  have  been  disappointing. 


FARM  FU1®S  CUT  Ci.LLED  'DYNAMITE' -Fas hington-Senat or  Aiken  (Rep.  Vt.) 
asserted  today  that  the  32  percent  cut  in  Agriculture  Department  funds  voted  by 
the  House  Appropriations  Committee  would  "blast  the  Republican  Party  oif  the 
map"  if  finally  passed  by  Con^jress, 

Aiken,  uho  often  votes  counter  to  thu  majjirty  ox  iriis  party  colleagues, 
told  a  reporter  he  thinks'  there  is  'Apolitical  dynamite"  in  efforts  to  cut 
farm  program  expenditures, 

"I  thirik  that  a  20  percent  reduction  in  administrative  expenses  can  be 
made  v/ithout  hurting  anything, "he  said  "but  if  the  action  of  the  House 
Comm  ttee  in  scuttling  some  of  these  Governm.ent  Torograms  stands,  it's 
going  to  blast  the  Republican  pariyoff  the  map,'^'' 


From  V/all  Street  Journal,  May  26  - 

FREIGHT  SHIPMENTS  vn.ll  continue  at  near  record  levels,  the  American 
Association  of  Railroads  predicted.    It  said  heavy  summer  loadings  of  perishables 
beginning  in  mid  June,  vdll  bring  a  tightening  in  the  refrigerator  ej^r  supply. 
But  the  most  critical  problem  now  in  sight,  it  added,  is  the  heav^^  demand' for 
box  cars  to  load  the  record  vdnter  v/heat  crop,  due  to  start  moving  in  a 
few  days.    The  grain  loading  roads  have  already  accuramtaated  5,000  empty  box 
cars  but  more  vdll  be  needed. 


THE  U,S,  AND  BRITAIN  vdll  issue  an  important  statement  on  Germany  tomorrow. 
Lord  Pakenham,  British  Minister  to  Germany,  announced  the  event,  v/hich  he  said 
would  usher  in  "a  new  ora"  in  the  history  of  the  British  and  Xit^rlcen  occupation 
zones.    V.ashington  sources,  meanvAile,  hinted  the  two  countries  would  announce 
a  program  of  increased  production ' in  their  occupation  zones,  vdtheut  waiting 
for  Russia  to  join  a  Big  Four  aj^-reement  on  Germany,    i'ho  statement  probably'will 
be  issued  jointly  by  the  U.S,  and  i^ritish  occupation  cu:.ii.:anders,  who  will  meet 
tomorrow  in  another  oDnference  on  Germany's  critical  food  shortage. 
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From  The  G-rand  Hr.pids  (Lich.)  Press,  Hay  21  - 

.DHIVS  HURTS  lOOD  TRADES  -  President  Truman's  campaign  to  reduce  prices  has 
raised  havoc  temporarily  vdth  some  "branches  of  the  food  "business,  according' to 
reports  from  reliaTolc  sources. 

Many  wholesale  grocers  have  withdrawn  from  the  market  until  they  have  liqui- 
dated inventories*    Even  though  they  arc  completely  sold  out  of  some  items, 
grocers  arc  reported  to  he  refraining  from  reordering  until  inventories  of  com--'- 
peting  itemsare  reduced  or  completely  liquidated. 

One  food  packer  said  "there  seem.s  to  "be  a  determined  effort  on  the  part  of 
"both  wholesale  and  retail  grocers  to  cnipty  their  shelves  of  a  lot  of  socalled 
' cats  and  dogs' 

A  cherry  -packer  reported  that  pic  takers  deliherately  tried  to  hroak  the 
market  on  the  crim.son  fruit  "by  refusing  to  l)uy.     The  industry  found  it  necessary 
to  create  a  consumer  demand  for  cherry  pie  to  force  pie  "balcers  hack  into  the  mar- 
ket.   Prices  no\./  have  stahilized  at  tv;o-thirds  last  fall's  wholesale  market. 

Eood  indu-stry  loaders  are  fearful  that  the  nationwide  drive  to  liquidate 
inventories  v/ill  eventually  hring  a  flood  of  "buying  orders  into  the  market  and 
another  inflationary  price  "boom. 


Prom  St.  Paul  ( lii nn. )  Pioneer  Press,  May  21  - 

LESSCTlT  0?  POTATOES  -  Editorial  -  The  present  potato  price  squeeze  on  con- 
sumers teaches  a  vital  lesson  a"bout  Washington  administration  of  the  federal  farm 
programs* 

That  lesson  is  "being  driven  home  right  now  "by  the  Impact  on  agriculture  of 
two  serious  hlo\;s  in  Congress,     The  first  is  the  drastic  cutting  to  "be  recomm.ended 
very  soon  "by  the  House  Appropriations  comm.ittee  of  farm  funds  including  those  for 
soil  conservation,  crop  insurance,  school  lunches  and  farm  marketing  research. 
The  second  is  the  decision,  despite  warnings  of  Senator  Thye  and  others  to  post- 
pone enactjnent  of  permanent  farm  legisle-tion  at  least  until  next  year* 

The  grea.t  lesson  "being  taught  "by  the  "backfire  of  the  potato  program  is  that 
the  basic  thougli  unwritten  rule  of  democratic  government  applies  to  the  farm  pro- 
grams as  to  all  others  which  are  devised  to  aid  economic  or  other  groups. 

The  "basic  requirement  is  that  of  reasona"bleness.    IVhether  they  happen  to  "be 
in  the  interests  of  "business  or  la"bor  or  agriculture,  the  protective  programs  must 
"be  applied  acL-iini strati vely  in  ways  that  are  reasona"ble  in  the  light  of  the  gen- 
eral pu"blic  interest. 

The  I'feshington  administration  of  the  potato  program  has  not  "been  reasonable, 
in  the  respect  that  "big  scale  government  destruction  of  potatoes  has  now  contri- 
"buted  to  scarcities  pushing  consumer  prices  of  old  potatoes  up  to  the  neighborhood 
of  6  cents  a  pound  and  of  new  pota.toes  higher  right  here  in  the  m.idst  of  a  sur- 
plus potato  region.    And  one  disturbing  thing  about  it  is  that,  in  spite  of  the 
dem.onstratcd  public  resentment  against  the  destruction  of  19^6  crop  potatoes,  the 
same  process  of  destrtiction  now  is  starting  all  over  again  in  the  South  as  affect- 
ing the  new  19^1-7  crop*    The  price  of  those  potatoes  reached  9  2-3  cents  a  pound 
or  $5* SO  a  bushel  in  some  Twin  Cities  stores  Monday, 
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From  The  Orand  I^apids  (Mich-J  Press,  Kay  21  - 

TOO  VIXEY  POTj\JTOSS  -  Mitorial  -  Those  widely  published  pictures  showing  the 
dumping  of  tons  of  sujrplus  potatoes  prohahly  have  given  most  of  us-  at  least  a  few 
conscience-striken  moments.     It's  never  easy  to  pass  off  the  destruction  of  food-  \ 
stuffs  as  "just  one  of  those  things^"  and  it's  even  less  easy  with  the  facts  of 
the  food  crisis  in  Europe  and  Asia  "before  us. 

Unfortimately,  however,  it  isn't  practical  to  ship  potatoes  abroad,  no  nat- 
ter how  much  the  world's  hungry  population  might  appreciate  thorn.    They  are  too 
bulky,  are  m.ostly  v/ater  (at  least  SO  per  cent)  and  spoil  too  quickly. 

The  potato  s-uj:'plus  doubtless  is  to  be  attributed  largely  to  the  fact  that  a 
b-umper  crop  v/as  harvested  last  year;  but  it  is  also  to  be  explained  partly  by  the 
fact  that  other  foodstuffs  have  become  more  abiindant.    In  other  words,  potatoes 
are  having  to  compete  in  public  favor  v/ith  other  foods.    One  of  these,  of  course, 
is  wheat — a  commodity  v;hich  still  is  badly  needed  abroad  and  which  is  easy  to 
ship. 

¥e  in  the  United  States  could  aid  the  international  program:  greatly,  help 
to  stabilize  the  pota.to  market  and  avoid  further  waste  by  substituting  potatoes 
for  wheat  and  sirdlar  products  wherever  possible.     In  the  long  run  we  v/ould  pro- 
fit financially,  too,  since  we,  through  the  government's  price  support  program, 
will  have  to  pay  for  those  dumped  potatoes. 


From  the  Timcs-Picayimc,  May  21  - 

AIM  IS  I'PP.OVSD  COTTON  IIT  SOUTH;  RAGE  VJITH  SYITTHETICS  CITED  BY  TSCmiOLOGIST- 
Atlanta  -  The  South' s  cotton  farm;ers,  in  their  race  with  synthetic  producers,  arc 
growing  fewer  varieties  and  giving  attention  to  q_uality  improvement,  Francis  L. 
Gerdes,  dcpartm.cnt  of  agriculture  cotton  technologist,  said  today. 

Addressing  a  group  of  cotton  leaders  here,  Gerdes  declared  .qnxility  im^provo- 
raent  and  increased  research  in  production  and  marketing  problems  were  helping 
cotton  hold  and  enlarge  its  standing  in  competition  vdth  synthetics. 

The  trend  is  toward  production  of  fewer  varieties,  he  said.    Last  season 
more  than  four-fifths  of  the  acreage  was  planted  to  only  seven  varieties  where  a 
few  years  ago  m.orc  than  100  different  varieties  were  being  planted,  he  explained. 

Gerdes,  \/ho  docs  research  work  at  the  government's  cotton  testing  labore.- 
tory  at  Stoncvillc,  Hiss.,   said  fiber  tests,  a  war-born  practice,  are  helping 
improve  the  quality  of  the  product,  particularly  in  the  development  of  new  strains 
of  better  spinning  quality o 

As  a  result  of  concentration  on  fewer  vnj:*icties  and  continuing  fiber  tests, 
he  said,  farmers  are  in  a  better  position  to  raise  cottons  v/hich  are  in  greatest 
demand  by  textile  mdlls. 

Mechanization,  he  continued,  is  contributing  to  cotton's  progress.  The 
mechanical  picker,  he  said,  makes  it  possible  to  harvest  cotton  before  too  much 
exposure  to  v/oather. 
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From  New  York  Times,  May  23  -  • 


COSTS  IN  GERM/^JIY  ON  U.S.  SEEN  RISING;  000, 000  PREDICTED  IN  '^^8  FOR 

FOOD  AS  EXPORT  PIJINS  LAG,  ALLIES  LACK  DOLLARS- -Berlin,  AR--As  ships  from  America 
unloaded  food  in  German  ports  today,  United  States  economists  predicted  that 
American  taxpayers  would  have  to  foot  a  bill  of  $750,000,000  in  19^8  for  feeding 
46,000,000  Germs^ns  in  the  western  zones. 

Col.  Hugh  B.  Hester,  chief  of  the  food  and  agricultural  "branch  of  the 
American  Militar-y  Government,  said  he  belieA''ed  the  peak  of  the 'food'  crisis  in 
western  Germany  had  passed.    He  said  gradual  but  substantial  improvement  was 
expected  between  now  and  the  next  harvest. 


STARVATION  PERIL  IS  SEEN  IN  EUROPE;  AMERICANS  MUST  ACT  QUICKLY  IF  DEMOCRACY 
IS  TO  SURVIVE,  CARE  OFFICIAL  SAYS  -  Americans  must  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  much 
of  Europe  is  still  on  the  verge  of  actual  starvation,  Paul  Comly  French,  general 
manager  of  the  Cooperative  for  America-n  Remittances  to  Europe  said  yesterday. 


VETO  OF  WOOL  BILL  IN  PRESENT  FORM  SEEN- -Washington,  AP- -Representative 
John  ¥.  McCormack  of  Massachusetts  predicted  today  that  the  wool  bill  will  be 
vetoed  if  sent  to  President  Truman  in  its  present  form.    As  debate  on  the  measure 
got  under  way  in  the  House,  he  read  from  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  Will  Clayton,  in  which  the  latter  express-ed  opposition  to  cer- 
tain features  of  the  bill  and  said  that  if  they  were  adopted  "we  stand  convicted 
of  insincerity  in  our  trade  talks." 

Mr.  McCormack  advocated  adoption  of  a  Senate-passed  wool  bill  or  an  amend- 
ment which  Representative  C,A.  Herter  of  Massachusetts  said  he  would  offer. 

The  Senate  bill  provides  for  continuation  of  the  Government  wool  purch-ase 
program  at  19^6  market  prices.     The  proposed  Herter  amendment  would  guarantee 
growers  a  return  of  90  percent  of  parity,  a  figure-  which  he  said'  would  be  only 
slightly  loss  than  the  present  world  market  price  level.     The  bill  before  the 
House- would- guarantee  wool  growers  about  k2  cents  a  pound. 


FOOD  EXPORTS  SHOW  DROP;  $35,1^^.- 000  DECLINE  IS  REPORTED  IN  QUi^RTER  BY 
GOVERNMENT--Vfeshington,  i^J^'-Exports  of  food  from  this  country  during  the  first 
quarter  of  this  year  -  dropped  $35,1^+0, 000  under- the' first  quarter  ^  of  19^6,  the 
Commerce  Department  reported  today.  ■ 

-    Total  for  that  period  was  given  as  $61^,998,000  including  lend-lease  and 
UWREA  shipments,-  which  have  declined  considerably  in  1947, 

Food  imports  duiring  that  period  increased  36.7  percent  over  a  year  ago  and 
reached  a, : value  , of  ■.  $421,09^^,000.'  ■  ■  '"  ' 
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From  New  York  Times,  May  23  - 

F/iEMERS  OF  WORLD  ADOPT  A  PROGRAi/I;  FEDERATION  AT  HOLLAND  MEETING  AGREES  ON 
PLANS  FOR  iNOiDER  PRICE,  HEi^JLTH  STANDARDS --Scheveningen,  the  Netherlands --The  Inter- 
national Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers  announced  this  afternoon  the  results 
of  policy  negotiations  carried  on  over  the  past  ten  days.    This  marked  the  high- 
light and  was  virtually  the  finale  of  the  first  regular  conference  to  he  held  by 
the  group;  established  a  year  ago. 

"It  is  the  duty  of  the  federation  not  only  to  primary  producers  hut  to  the 
world  as  a  whole  to  formulate  precisely  the  views  of  its  members  on  the  world  pro- 
duction, distribution  and  consumption  of  foodstioffs  and  on  meas^oros  that  ■'.■n.ll 
achieve  universal  and  lasting  prosperity/'  the  policy  committee  report  said. 

It  will  be  the  purpose  of  the  federation  to  extend  agricultural  production 
to  moot  coneimer  needs,  to  campaign  for  annual  surveys  of  production  programs,  to 
restrain  competition  so  as  not  to  "endanger  the  position  of  those  who  do  not  have 
speedy  access  to  capital  mechanization  or  inorganic  fertilizers,"  and  to  create  an 
orderly  system  for  the  handling  and  distribution  of  temporary  surpluses. 

Also  to  see  that  "provisions  of  food  from  whatever  source  for  the  attain- 
ment of  a  health  standard"  must  be  a  Governmont  responsibility;  to  see  that  farm 
vjages  compare  favorably  with  those  "of  others  of  equal  capacity." 

The  federation  is  resolved  to  become  an  "effective  and  powerful  influence 
for  good"  in  the  world;  to  strive  for  greater  stability  of  world  price  and  employ- 
ment levels,  and  to  advocate  most  strongly  the  negotiation  of  agreements  for  suit- 
able staple  commodities  on  a  multilateral  basis."    It  was  affirmed  that  a  wheat 
agreement  should  be  signed  soon. 


PREDICTS  PRICE  DROP  ON  FOODS  IN  SUMMER- -Washington,  AP--The  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  maintained  today  that  retail  food  prices  would  decline  slightly 
this  summer  and  fall. 

In  a  review  of  the  national  food  situation  issued  today,  the  birreau  said 
that  foods  which  were  likely  to  become  cheaper  included  evaporated  milk,  cheese, 
most  fresh  and  processed  fruits  and  vegetables,  fish  and  cereal  products. 


From  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  May  23  - 

MEAT  PRICES;  LIVESTOCK  MEN  THINK:  THEY  ARE  DUE  FOR  NO  BIG  DROP  TEES  YEAR-- 
V/ichita,  Kan. --There '  s  only  a  slim  chance  the  cost  of  meat  will  deflate  subst;inti- 
ally  before  another  year,  say  the  men  who  produce  it. 

Livestock  commission  men  at  this  market  who  talk  overy  day  with  the  men 
who  arc  engaged  in  manuf actioring  meat  on  the  hoof  cite  these  causes  for  continued 
high  prices.    Shortage  of  hogs  o.nd  sheep,  strong  financial  position  of  farmers, 
high  purchasing  power  of  city  folk,  income  taxes,  the  weather  and  the  government 
meddlers . 

"It  could  be  another  story  if  six  million  men  or  so  should  lose  their 
jobs,"  commented  Jeff  King,  livestock  commission  merchant,  "but  we  hardly  expect 
that.    As  long  as  wages  and  other  income  go  high,  the  people  are  going  to  eat 
meat,  no  matter  what  the  price.    They  like  it  and  won't  do  without  it  unless 
they  must . " 
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From  Hartford  (Conn.)  Times,  Hay  19  -  ■  ' 

JAHI-'uLAiro  'BOOM  Al^D  3UST»  -  Editorial  -  The  value  of '  farm  land  in  the 
nation  has  nearly  doulDled  since  1940.     It  is  still  rising.  .  " 

President  Trriman  is  alarmed.    At  his  suggestion  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture has  called  a  comprehensive  conference  for  June  9  at  Washington,  These 
officials  fear  a  "husf*  after  the  present  hoomo 

They  rememoer  the  serious  collapse  after  the  first  World  War  v/hich  hrought 
on  a  wave  of  farm  mortgage  foreclosures,  during  the  '20's,   closed  hundreds 
of  hanks  and  contriouted  heavily  to  the  depression  of  the  ' 30' s, 

Jarm  profits  are  pushing  up  farm  land  values.    Wartime  ceiling  prices 
were  moderate  hut  yields  were  high,  thanlrs  to  good  weather.    Profits  v;ere  high. 

After  removal  of  ceilings,  prices  have  kept  rising  due  to  world  hunger 
and  heavy  export  shipments.    Again  the  wheat  outlook  is  excellent.  Large 
farm  income  is  in  the  mailing. 

It  may  he  douhted  that  anything  can  stop  the  rise  in  farm  la,nd  values 
except  the  lov/ering  of  prices  of  farm  products.    The  conference  v/ill  raise 
warning  signals.     They  may  do  some  good  hut  so  long  as  the  grower  receives 
high  prices  at  delivery  point  of  his  products  he  will  not  he  greatly  frightened 
"by  warnings. 

Prom  ilashville  Tennessean,  May  18  - 

,  Oi:  SAYIUG  THE  BAHIT  _  Editorial  ~  It  is  not  the  going  up  that  hurts  in 
land  values.     It  is  the  coming  dovm  that_  can  hring  poverty  and  suffering  to 
the  whole  farm  population  as  v/ell  as  to  land  s-oeculators.    President  Truman's., 
concern  on  this  score  is  fully  justified.     So  is  the  June  conference  v;hich 
the  repair trrtcnt  of  Agriculture  has  called  to  discuss  what  can  he  done  to  put 
a  stop  to  further  land  price  inflation  and  mitigate  the  consequences  of  a 
collapse  in  land  prices, 

Rise  in  land  values  is  an  unmitigated  evil.    It  makes  the  hurdens  of 
farm  oioerators  greater.     It  results  in  unearned  income  to  ov/ners  who  cash,  in 
on  the  gains.     It  invites  wild  speculation  that  discourages  legitimr.te.  farm 
ownership  at  a  time-  when  farm  operators  are  otherwise  in  a  position  to  ac- 
quire homesteads.     It  increases  the  vicious  evil  of  ahsentee  oxmership.  The 
collapse  of  land  values  pulls  many  farmers  into  the  mav/  of  deht  ?nd  heavy 
mortgage  service, 

Tlie  unfortunate  consequences  of  a  collapse  of  rural  land  values  are  not 
restricted  to  the  farm  sections.     The  decline  in  the  purchasing  power  of 
agrarian  America  after  1920,  partly  through  the  shift  of  production  to  servic- 
ing of  inflated  mortgages,  was  one  factor  that  hrought  on  the  1929  depression. 
Though  farmers  have  avoided  some  of  the  pitfalls  in  this  war  into  which  they 
fell  in  World  War  I,  they  still  ca.nnot  avoid  a  depression  into  which  a  land 
hust  vrould  thrust  them.    Another  agricultural  depression  will  contrihute  to 
another  industrial  depression. 

Prom  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Intelligencer  Journal,  May  15  - 

]-m:j.  TOSACCO  SaOlORS  AOAIITST'  TOO-IAUGE  CSOPS  _  Warning  against  "over- 
planting"  of  the  1947  tohacco  crop  \vas  sounded  Thursda-y  hy  officials,  of  the 
Lancaster  County  Tohacco  C-rowers'   Cooperative  Association  to  its  memoers,  cit- 
ing the  hig  slump  in  cigar  consumption  throughout  the  country  since  the  first 
of  the  year. 
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From  Hinneapolis  (I'linn.)  TrilDune,  May  13  -  ■  • 

"prices  CO  HOLD  STmDx,  GASGILL  SXPr.RT  ASSERTS^-  A  Hinneapolis  grain  man, 
E,  J,  G-riraos,  vice, president  of  Cargill^  Inc.,  did  not  agree  Monday  with  Loy' s 
prediction  of  a  drastic  drop  in  the  price  of  wheat. 

Grimes  said  ho  helievcd  the  price  v/ould  hold  fG,irly  steady  for_  at  least 
another  six  months  or  possilaly  a  year. 

Ho  said  three  factors  must  "be  considered  in  forecasting  a  drop.  They 
are  the  rate  at  which  fp.rmcrs  will  sell  their  xr/hoat,  the  nuralDcr  of  "boxcars 
availaljle  to  ship  wheat  to  the  sea"board  and  the  extent  of  Siiropean  derar.nd. 

Grimes  said  there  is  a  "terrific"  demand  for  American  wheat  alDroad 
todaj'  and  that  European  countries  v/ill  take  all  the  wheat  the  United  States 
government  v;ill  approve  shipping, 

The  price  farmers  pay  for  other  commodities  will  determine  the  rate  at 
which  they  sell  their  gra,in,  he  said,    Unless  other  factors  in  the  economic 
field  contrilDutc  to  a  crash  in  prices.  Grimes  said  he  could  forscc  no  such 
marked  recession  in  the  price  of  v/heat. 


From  Cincinna.ti  (Ohio)  iJnquirer,  May  15  - 

PAPJ^  PHODUCTIOK  -  Editorial  -  '.fncn  agricultural  interests  of  the  United 
States  ucgan  to  work  toward  a  planned  farm  crop  and  production  progrrjn, 
there  were  many  oT: servers  who  insisted  that  such  a  scheme  never  could  work. 
They  pointed  out  that  there  arc  millions  ox  farmers,  large  and  small,  a.cross 
the  nation;  that  what  these  men  planted  and  harvested  v/as  their  business; 
that  any  attcnrpt  to  estimate  or  control  crops  would  "be  futile. 

Time  is  proving  that  such  pessimistic  views  \7ere  not  wa.rranted.  As 
years  pass,  United  Ste.tes  agriculture  is  csta'blishing  itself  on  a,n  incrco.sing- 
ly  su-bstantial  and  efficient  "basis,    I'/c  know  now  that  plantings  can  "be  con- 
trolled, within  certain  limits;  that  v/c  can  plan  ahead  to  meet  the  nation's 
essential  food  needs.    We  have'  shov/n,  "beyond  any  shadow_  of  dou"bt,  that  our 
farmers,  on  advance  notice,   can  —  and  will  —  produce  items  necessary  to 
industry  as  well  as  for  our  tallies;  produce  them  in  quantities  sufficient  for 
virtuallj'-  anj'  demand,    Iwo  generations  ago  such  feats  would  have  "been  possible. 


Prom  'fcter'buty  (Conn,)  Hcpublican,  May  15  - 

MOIG  SUGAR  -  Editorial  -  Announcement  that  suj^ar  ration  strjnp  numl)cr  12 
v;ill  "becoric  valid  on  Juno  1  instead  of  on  July  1  will  "be  good  news  to  American 
b.ousev/ivest,     It  is  good  news  to  countless  thousands  of  men  and  women  in  the 
starvation  areas  of  Europe,  too,  althou^^  they  pro"bably  v;on' t  heo,r  of  it  soon, 

Tho  good  news  is  the  unexpectedly  good  sugar  crops  are  predicted  in 
Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  the  "Virgin  Islands  and  Hawaii,    In  Culoa  for  instance,  the 
host  crop  since  1925  is  anticipated. 

It  lir„s  "been  estimated  that  "by  the  end  of  this  ycrx  tlso  United  States, 
through  already  existing  purchasing  agreements,  mgy  "be  in  control  of  more 
than  nine  million  tons  of  sugar.     Our  average  pre-v/ar  consumption  v/as  somc« 
what  over  six  and  a  half  million  tons  annually,      'Hie  next  six  weeks  of 
weather  in  the  sugar  grov/ing  o.rcas  are  a  major  factor  in  the  actual  outcome 
of  this  year's  co.ne  crop,  "but  the  prospects  are  food  in  any  event. 
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U.  ».  ii^AfiTWEfrr  WF  AGRICULTURE 
From  New  York  Times,  Ma|ulc6-aR, 


which' these  agricultural  items  are 


Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 


TRUIIAN  STRESSES  'BOOM'  PREVENHON:  HE  SAYS  PUBLIC  COT^i|.roN  SEFSE,  KEEPING 
CONTROL  FROM  GREEDY  WOULD  AVOID  ENSUING  ' BUST '-Washington-Keeping  the  control 
of  the  country  out  of  the  hands  of  the  greedy  and  the  exercise  of  good  common 
sense  by  the  public  are  enough  to  prevent  an  economic  cycle  of  "boom  and  bust," 
President  Truman  said  today. 

These  views  vrere  stated  in  response  to  questions  at  his  news  conference. 
¥ith  a* certain  asperity,  Mr,  Truman  said  he  had  declared  the  same  views  for 
several  v/eeks  past.    The  immediate  job,  he  said,  was  the  prevention  of  a  boom, 
but  he  had  received  little  legislative  or  public  cooperation  in  hj.s  efforts, 
he  asserted. 

Asserting  that  all  prices  vrere  still  too  high,  the  President  acknov/ledged 
as  he  has  on  several  recent  occasions,  the  efforts  of  some  business  men  to 
lower  their  prices  voluntarily,  in  the  hope  of  forestaling  a  buyers'  strike  and 
consequent  recession.    He  gave  the  impression,  however,  that  he  did  not  believe 
this  movement  had  done  more  than  scratch  the  surface  of  what  he  obviously 
believes  to  lie  at  the  root  of  potential  economic  trouble. 


ECONOMSTS  URGE  CURB  ON  DEFLATION-PJashington-A  nine  point  pro-gram  for 
combating  deflation  and  an  economic  "bust"  by  increasing  purchasing  power  here 
and  abroad  was  proposed  today  oj  a  group  ol  ucoiiomists  headed  by  Chester 
Bowles,  former  Price  Adrainistrator  and  Director  oi  Econoniic  Stabilization. 

The  "Committee  for  Economic  Stability,"  sponsored  by  "Americans  for 
Democratic  Action"  prescribed  as  chief  remedies  for  a  "difficult  economic 
situation"  an  average  10  percent  reduction  in  retail  prices,' wide  adoption 
of  the  15  cents  an  hour  ivage  boost  already  granted  by  several  major 
.industrial  producers,  a  minimum  wage  of  65  cents,  and  tax  relief  for  the  lower 
income  brackets. 

Copies  of  the  15,000  word  program  have  been  presented  to  President  Truman 
and  Senate.    Robert  .A.  Taft  of  Ohio  and  Representative  Jesse  P.  ^  oicott.  of 
Michigan,  chaiman  and  vice  chairman,  respectively  of  the  joint  Congressional 
committee  on  the  economic  report,  Ivlr.  Bowles  said. 


STORES  DENY  GUELT  ON  PRICES:  A  &  P  STATMffiNT  DECL/iRES  TF-  T  nNT^  ryrT  tw 
reSiwri"'™  mLL  BRING  REDUCHONS-There  vdll  be  no  Sntia^  r edition \n 
Zfll  l^^T  """"^^  retailer  are  reduced,  the  Great  /tlanSc 

S'foorp'j?c^^d\sSSitSnlf '  ^""'^^^^       ^  ^^'^^^^-^  that^aied  for  "senfe"^ 
+u«+  ^  ^  reference  to  recent  price  cutting  in  some  lines,  the  statement  said 
that  the  merchants  generally,  including  the  A&P  stores,  had  reduced  prices  on 
many  items  on  which  they  were  overstocked.    It  added,  however,  S  this  vas 

^"^"^  chain's  analysis  of  the  r^rice  problem,  documented 

TosZt^:^:^^:t  ^^^^'^^  ^^^^^  '^^^  ^^~>  ^^^^^ 
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From  Nevf  York  Times,  May  16  - 

50.  SHIPS  TO  SPEED  GMIN  TO  GEPJ^ANS:  392,000  TONS  OF  FOOD  fROM  U.S.  Y.ILL 
i'JlRIVE  BI  31ST-Berlin-British  officials  said  today  that  a  fleet  of  almost 
fifty  ships  v/ould  be  pressed  into  service  from  now  until  the  end  of  the  month 
to  speed  392,000  tons  of  foodstuffs  from  "America    to  Germa.ny' s  hungry  millions. 

They  said  the  ships  vrould  pour  vjheat,  barley,  flour,  oats  and  corn  into 
"German  . ID orts  tO' help  relieve  .the  food  crisis  in  the  British  and  American  zones. 

Many  German  official  and  priva.te  organizations  vrere  reported  SDonsoring 
excursions  of  city  people  to  the  country  to  search  for  wild  herbs  and  roots 
m-th  nutritional  value,  but  Col,  Hugh  B,  Hester,  chief  of  the  i'jnerican 
Military  Government  s  food  and  agricultural  division,  said  "No  one  is  starving," 

"They  are  getting  less  food  than  we  vvdsh  they  had,"  he  added,  "but 
they  are  going  to  be  hungry  this  year  and  next.    There. isn't  enough  food 
in  the  world  to  feed  them.    Even  if  we  had  the  money  to  spend  Y-re  couldn't 
got  it. 


\ 


I  1 


From  N,Y,  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  l6  - 

PEi'.K  EXPORT  TRADE  FACES  EXGHANetE  FAIidNE  KBROIiD:  REVERSiX  IN  TREfID  LOOMS- 
The  steady  climb  in  commercial  exports  since  the  fall  of  194-5  may  soon  be 
reversed.    Best  information  is  that  commercial  exports  are  still  moving  at 
record  levels—- (four  times  the  volume  of  such  shipments  in  the  early  la],l  of 
194-5 )•    But  an  early  decline  appears  inevitable  because  of  the  v/ide  gap 
between  American  export  and  imports  vdiich  is  resulting  in  an  unexpectedly 
heavy  drain  on  the  dollar  supplies  av-ilable  to  othei'  countries. 


Vrom.  Wall  Street  Journal,  May  16  - 

COTTON  TR;J}ING  vdth  occupied  countries  heads  back  j.nto  private  hands. 

A  new  ?j,20  million  "cotton'  banl<"  will  fina.nce  fibre  exports  to  German  and 

Japanese  mills.    The  Export-Import  Bank  will  nut  up  $19  million  of  capital 

cotton  traders  $1  million.  The  fund  mil  be  repaid  by  sales  of  textiles  made 
from  the  cotton. 


^  ^^''^^  SHIPMENTS  will  strain,  freight  car  facilities  again.    Peak  v/hoat 
and  sugar  movements  mil  coincide,    i-hile  old  freight  cars  retire  at  5,000 
monthly,  fewer  new  ones  hit  the  rails.    And  of  April's  4,100  new  box  cars,  only 
749  were  grain  carriers,  ... 


FREIGHT  PJ.TES-The  I<,C.C.  estimates  that  class  rate  changes  will  raise 
eastern  freight  revenue  little  more  than  one  half  of  1%  and  cut  returns  for 
southern  and  v;estern  roads  a  little  less  than  1%,  bas^d  on  IW  fl^es 
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Prom  Grand  Sapids  (Mien.)  Press,  May  13  - 


M  CIOilOTS  III  36  SCA-TSS;  AHKAiTSAS^  6-CElTT  LjUVY  TOPS  IH  mTIOH  -  Lansing 
Whatever  the  legislature  does,  and  it' s  an  almost  certain  "bet  it  will  vote  a 
cigaret  tax  of  either  2  or  3  cents  a  package,  Michigan  will  hecome  the  thirty- 
seventh  state  v/ith  such  a  revenue-raising  measure,. 

i?i^res  from  the  state  department  of  revenue  0}aes day _  showed  1,3  states 
are  charging  2  cents  and  16  states  are  adding  3  cents  on  the  price  of  a 
packa.ge,     Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ohio  have  the  3-cexLt  levy* 

1/est  Virginia  has  a  1-cent  tax,  three  states  charge  S  cents,  two  states 
5  cents  a-nd  Arkansas  has  5-cent  levy^ 

Nearly  a  year  ago,  when  the  cigaret  tax  was  heing  advocated  as  a  source  o 
revenue  for  Michigan's  "bonus  to  World  war  II  veterans,  31  states  taxed  ciga- 
rets»    The  five  new  states  are:    West  Virginia,  vrith  1  cent;  Montana,  IJevada 
and  Oregonj  each  2  cents  and  Indiana,  3  cents, 

Id.ciho,  Illinois,  Kansas,  Hew  Mexico,  Ohio,  and  Wisconsin  have  raised^  the 
state  levy  from  2  to  3  cents  in  a  year.    Hjew  York  has  a  "boost  from  2  to  3 
cents  which  is  contingent  upon  the  referendum  on  paying  a  veterans'  "bonus,  , 


5'rom  Kansas  City  Star,  Fiay  11  - 

HITS  CATTL3  AID;  ICLSBEHG,   JE. ,   CHARGniS  MISi  AlIAG-SraT  0?  ICiSICAiT  DISSASS 
COIJTEOL  -  Sensational  charges  against  the  procedure  now  alleged  to  "be 
follov/ed  in  the  Mexican  hoof  and  mouth  disease  eradication  program  were  voiced 
last  week  "by  Ilo"bert  J.  Kle"berg,  <^r,,  president  of  the  King  :ranch,  ICingville, 
Texas, 

The  Kle'berg  complaint  is  "based  on  the  historical  fact  that  the  only  suc-p 
cessful . method  of  eradication  of  the  disease  has  "been  to  slaughter  the  cattle 
and  destroy  the  meat  on  the  premises. 

He  indorses  the  action  of  Congress  in  quickly  ^oroviding  funds  "but  asserts 
that  the  intent  of  Congress  has  "been  mullified  "by  administrative  agencies  ■ 
charged  v;ith  carrying  out  its  mandate, 

"'-he  present  wet-up  provided  payment  with  funds  from  the  United  States 
Treasury  for  all  cattle  in  the  infected  areas  of  Mexico  so  long  .as  the 
disease  is  prevalent  across  the  "border,"  the  report  said,     "Instead  of 
slaughtering/;  the  cattle  .ajid  "burying  their  carcasses  in  quicklime  on  the  pre- 
mises, as  has  "been  done,  in  every  oufbreak  in  the  United  States,  the  cattle 
arc  paid  for  "by  the  United  Sta.tes  government  and  a  major  part  then  is  given  to 
the  Mexican  government  and  transported  to  slaughter  houses, 

*^The  meat  then  is  sold  in  the  regular  way  and  the  proceeds  kept  "by  the 
Mexican  government  supposedly  *  to  "be  used  in  the  joint  campaign,' 

"The  main  reason  why  Congress  decided  that  the  United  States  should  aid 
Mexico  in  the  eradication  of  the  foot  and  mouth  disease  was  to  prevent  its 
spread  tp  the  United  States,     ■'■t  did  not  intend  to  provide  a  source  of  revenue 
to  the' Mexican  government.    But,  if  its  spread  to  this  country  is  to  ho  pre- 
vented, it  must  "be  through  an  effective  program  of  eradication  and  not  through 
one  that  will  permit  it  to  "become  permanently  esta'blished  in  that  country," 
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iVom  Morning  Manchester,  New  Eampslj ire- Union,  M^y.  14.  -    .,  ' 

.  BAITG'S  DISEASE.  STASTJl  CHAIWI^D  -II^^  SPOLI^^T.  BILL  _  Concord  -  Sen.  Doris  M. 
"Spollett  of  H£>j]ipstead  today  filed  a  new  "bill  in  the  Senate  which  would  allow 
ov/ncrs  of  cattle  which  react  to  Bang' s  disease  tests  to  retain  such  cattle 
■for      period  of  five  years,  providing  that  the  entire  herd  is  placed  under 
CLuarantinc., 

Under  the  present  statue  on  Bail's  disease  control,  ov/ners  are  rcq.uired 
to  have  such  cattle  killed,.  Many  cattle  oii/ners  have  arg-aed  tha,t  it  is 
possihlc  for  such  cattle  to  recover  from  the  disease.    The  Spollett  measure 
is  a  result  of  this  trend  of  thought. 


From  St,  Paiil  (Minn.)  Pioneer 'Press,  May  13  - 

HOT  A  ' ITAVOEABIZH'   SIG-IT  -  Editorial  -  A  prominent  sales  executive 
analyzes  the  reports  of  10  leading  economists  to  arrive  at  14  points  of 
agi*ecmcnt  v;hich  he  roads  p„s  pointing  to  a  continued  high  rate  of  "business. 
They  include  high  and  well  distrilDuted  national  income  and  purchasing  pov/cr; 
full_  employment;  an  increase  of  15  million  "between  1940  and  1950  in  the  num"bor 
of  American  families,  and  other  factors  v;hich  o"bviously  helong  in  such  a 
list.    However,   there  is  one  "stranger," 

It  is  listed  as  follows:     "Exports  today  are  five  times  prev;ar  totals," 
That  is  not' a  fa.ctor  making  for  indefinite  continuance  of  the  present  rate 
of  "business,  hut  quite  the  contrary.     It  \;ras  appraised  the  other  day  "by 
President  Carroll  M,  Shanks  of  the  Prudential  Ins\irance.  company  as  "a  giganr- 
tic  threat  to  "both  employment  and  general  prosperity  (which)  takes  us  hack 
to  the  late  1920' s, " 

Toreign  trade  figures  for  March,  released  last  Saturday,  indicate  the 
proportions  this  "tlireat"  has  attained,  .Only  in  May  of  1944,  when  the  fight- 
ing wa.s  at  its  peak  in  hoth  war  theaters,  has  a.  monthly  export  total  exceeded 
that  of  Ma.rch  —-  and  in  the  former  month  82  per  cent  of  a.ll  shipments  v;ere 
lend-lease  goods.    Meantime,  March  imports  were  only  a'bout  one-third  of  the 
export  total,  having  declined  a]jnost  20  per  cent  helov;  the  imports  for 
Beccmher,    Mr,  Shanks  forecast  an  "import  deficit"  of  6  to  8  hillions  for 
194-7,  and  the  March  figures  indicate  that  this  estimate  will  he  exceeded, 

"The  only  answer  to  the  tlirea,t,  "  according  to  Mr,  Shanks,  "lies  in  a. 
willingness  to  import  enough  to  halance  what  we  export,"  Just  now,  wo. are 
traveling  pretty  fast  in  the  opposite  direction,  ■ 

From  S-oringfield  Illinois  State  Journal.  May  6  —  ... 

Wirl  0VI]3  COTTOh'  _  Editorial  -  Democratic  senators  from,  the  South  are  up 
in  arms.     They  have  declared  war — helicve  it  or  not,  against  the  army, 

'The  oattle  has  come    over  the  recently  concocted,  plnn  of ■ the  army  to 
purchase  1,200,000  hales  of  cotton  from  Bra^ilo     The' Army •  want s  it  for  pro- 
sessing  in  Japan- an'd  Germany,     Brazilian  cotton  is  preforr.ed  heca,use  it  is 
cheapero     Thrt  "bein^  true,  textiles  that  may  accrue  can  he  disposed  of  at  a 
profit^ 

The  solons  from  the  South,  most  of  whom  lia,ve  helped  make  administration 
policies  what  they  are,   declare  that  none  hut  cotton  grown  in  their  own  domain 
should  he  hought^- 
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L  1  BRA  R^DfP/JlTMEMT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
'vUHtCMT  ^F"^':''  I^EeOWOpiCE  OF  IMFDRMATION 

■|ashington  25,  D.C. 


5  'J  U  n    ^  ■•v'    I    n  / 

(The  neiTspapers  andfrnagazines  from  "Frhich  t  iese  agrieultural  items  are  taken 


are  on  file  in  Press  Seriicg^R^ 
From  KeT;  York  Times,  May'22^ 


Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 


ivNDRESEN  TELLS  HOUSE  Y.^E  BURN  POTATOES  ^  BUY  AffilOAD-i"ashington-Representative 
August  H.  Andres  en,  Republican,  of  ^^innesota,  accused  the  Department  of  Agri- 
ciilture  today  of'T^-anton  destruction  of  potatoes"  Y/hile  potatoes  were  being  importe 
from  Canada  at  high  prices, 

"T^hile  Departm.ent  of  '.-Agriculture  agents  pour  kerosene  on  huge  piles  of  nevr 
potatoes  in  Alabama,  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  other  Southern  States,"  Mr. 
Andresen  told  the  i^ouse,  "potatoes  come  in  from  Canada  to  supply  those  markets, 
and  at  higher  prices  for  consumers  already  staggering  under  the  cost  of  living," 

lie,  Andresen  said  he  had  in  his  possession  bills  of  lading  shovidng  that 
potatoes  "are  being  imported  for  sale  in  the  very  territory  v/here  farmers  are 
being  paid  not  to  harvest  their  crops o" 

since  July,  1946,  the  Government  had  bought  87,000,000  bushels  of  potatoes 
at  a  net  cost  of  $80,000,000  tb  carr^r  out  the  price  support  program,  he  said, 
and  "of  this  gigantic  purchase,  22,000,000  bushels  were  destroyed." 


ANDERSON  SAYS  SUGAR  M/.Y  BE  NORJiAL  BY  '  4S~C  hie  a  go-Clint  on  P.  Anderson, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  said  today  that  the  country,'"' s  sugar  situation  "should  be 
normal  by  1948  if  it  continues  to  improve  as  much  as  it  has  during  the  last  fev; 
months . " 

At  a  press  conference,  Mr.  Anderson  said  the  total  national  supply  of  sugar 
for  1947  Viras  estimated  at  6,902,000  tons,  compared  with  an  estimated  T/orld  supply 
of  30,600,000  tonsc 

As  of  April  30,  1947,  "we  are  in  a  greatly  improved  position  as  far  as  stocks 
on  hand  are  concerned.    They  are  substantially  above  the  1946  stock,"  the 
Secretary  said,. 


RULES  COM'-LTTEE  CLIiV^RS  V/OOL  BILL;  LEGISLATION  MjiY  COME  UP  FOR  3  HOURS  FLOOR 
DEBATE  AND  POSSIBLE  VOTE  TODAY-Washington-The  controversial  wool  bill  got 
clearance  from  the  House  Rules  Committee  today  and  may  come  up  for  three  hours' 
floor  debate  and  a  possible  vote  today. 

The  Rules  group  acted  after  hearing  Representative  Hope,  Republican,  of 
Kansas,  chairman  of  the  House  Agricultural  Committee,  outline  a  modified  version 
of  the  legislation, 

Mr,  Hope  said  the  bill  as  now  drafted  would  give  the  ^resident,  rather  than 
the  Secretary  of  Agriciature  the  right  to  inipose  import  fues  if  foreig-n  \;ools 
interfered  T.dth  domestic  vrool  prices. 


Farm  Digest  1065-47 


From  Ne?-  lork  Times,  llay  22  - 

U.S.  IIvIPLmiEllTS  roOD  PUN:  orders  state  MLITi-RY  REGIMES  TO  EKPDRCE 

ORDERS  ISSUED  BY-ZONAL  AGEI^ICY~Berlin-The  big  stick  in  the  food  crisis  behind  the 
soft  spoken  appeals  directed  to  Germans  by  the  Military  Government  was  disclosed 
in  four  directives  today.  ^ 

These  threw  the  Military  Governrr.cnt  s  full  por/er  behind  orders  to  the 
German  bi-zonal  executive  committee.    Identical  directives  were  to  be  issued 
by  the  British, 

In  essence  the  directives  ordered  individual  Military  Governors  to  assume 
the  responsibility  for  informing  and  observing  the  action  of  the  Ministers 
President  on  food  quotas  for  delivery  in  the  next  ration  period*    They  warned 
that  if  a  state  did  not  deliver  its  quota  of  any  item  an  equivalent  amount 
of  it  would  be  withheld  from  distribution  there  the  next  month. 


CONiHESS  PASSES  FOREIGN  IiELP  BILL;  ?.p350,000,000  M'EiiSURE  TO  hlD  l.xJl-TORK 
COUNTRIES  SENT  TO  PRESIDENT'S  DESK- "ashington-Congress  sent  to  the  Jihite  House 
today  an  authorization  for  1350,000,000  of  American  aid  to  combat  hunger  and 
sickness  in  liberated  but  vrar-dovastated  countries. 


From  Fall  Street  Journal,  May  22  - 

BREAD  PRESERVER  DEVELOPED-Kansas  Citj-Bakeries  soon  vvill  be  producing  a- 
loaf  of  bread  th^t  mil  stay  fresh  and  soft  for  at  least  seven  days,  members 
of  the  fmerican  Association  of  Cereal  Chemirts  were  told  at  a  meeting  here, 

A  Daste  solution  knovm  as  polyoxethlene  stearate  has  been  found  valuable 
as  a  cnmb  softener  and  in  retarding  the  staling  process. 


GOOD  PRICES  FOR  U.S.  SIAIN  SEEN  POSSIBLE  UNTIL  1950  OR  LONGER:  BUT  ANDERSON  ^ 
FEARS  PRICE  SUPrORT  DIFFICULTIES  NEXT  YE/^  ON  EGGS,  POULTRY,  COTTON,  TOBACCO- 
I'feshington-Secret&ry  of  Agriculture  Anderson  said  vmrld  demand  may  continue 
sufficiently  strong  to  assure  American  farmers  favorable  prices  for  food  grains 
until  1950,  if  hot  longer. 

By  favorable  prices,  he  means  quotations  above  the  level  at  which  the 
govermont  is  required  by  lav/  to  support  most  fam  products.    The  support  level  is 
not  less  than  90^  of  parity. 

It  is  possible  ^'^t  0   mderson  said,  that  corn  likei/zise  may  enjoy  good  markets 
and  prices  above  support  levels  for  the  samt  length  of  time. 

But  he  foresees  possible  price  difficulties  involving  government  support 
operations,  for  eggs,  poultry,  tobacco  and  cotton  in 

Given  good  crops  this  year,  he  said  the  general  level  of  farm  prices  is 
expected  to  decline  20^  to  25%  at  mostc    Such  a  dron  still  would  leave  the  level 
above  the  government  support  figure. 

These  long  range  price  forecasts  were  given  by  the  Secretary  in  testimony  beo 
beiore  a  House  Appropriations  Subcommittee  which  considered  administration  reouests 
lor  funds  for  the  Agriculture  Department  for  the  coming,  fiscal  vear.    The  testimony 
was  released  yesterday. 
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Pron  Tucson  (Arizo)  Star,  Fiay  12  ■ 

,  '  .GA-TTLi;  DI33ASB' JIGHiD  \m  COST  U.  So  $100,000,000;  EXPEHSIVE  2-"i:mR  BATTLS 
FOESSEil  BY  EXPSST  III  mSHIlJGTOlT  -  Washington  -  Stai-iping  out  the  foot  and  nouth 
dispasc  in  Mexicrai  cattle  nay'  cost  the  United  States  $100,000,000,  nenlDcrs 
of,  the  80th  Congress  statCo'  It  nay  take  several  years  of  work  to  "be  sure  the 
Aaerican  livestock  industry,  valued  last  year  alone  at  $11,000,000,000,  is 
protcctcclc.  It  nay  require  the  "building  of  an  international  fence  fron  the 
Gulf  of  licxico  to  the  PacifiCo 

Dr.  S,  0,  riadness  was.  sought  to  check  these  statcnents  "by  ncnlDcrs  of 
Congress,    He  is  assistant  chief  of  the  "bureau  of  aninal  industry  in  the 
USDA.,    The  chief,  Dr,  B.  T<>  Sinns,  is  now  in  Mexico,  where  experts  of  "both 
nations  arc  at  v/ork  on  the  control  progran,  for  v;hich  the  Uo  S,  has  put  up 
$9,000,000  and  Mexico  a  like  svin  so  far. 

Dr.  S'lacLncss  said  the  estinatod  total  cost  is  not  an  c:ciggcration«  "It 
will  take  a  couple  of  years  to  control  the  disease  in  Mexico  and  the  costs 
nay  run  around  ^45,000,000  a  year^"  he  said,     "Even  v/ith  conpletc  success  in 
Mexico,  we  shall  havo  to  uso  -eternal  vigilance  for  several  years  thereafter 
to  protect  the  Anerican  livestock  industry." 


Iron  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Inquirer,  May  19  - 

GET  TEE  PACTS  01\;  FJTURB  POEEIG-H  PJ3LIEP  ^  Editorial  ~  Taxpayers  of  the 
United  States  have  a.  right  to  knoii;,  so  far  as  the  infornation  can  Tdc  ootainod 
"by  their  G-ovcrnncnt,  v;hat  foreign  relief  needs  they  will  he  called  upon  to 
neet  in  the  next  year  or  two. 

iTo  nr-tion,  not  even  rich, Anerida,  can  go  on  indefinitely  paying  out  hun?- 
drcds  of  nillions  of  dollars  for  relief  on  an  "encrgency"  "basis  without 
perilously  weakening  its  own  econonyo 

That  is  \;;hy  Secretary  of  State  Marshall's  nev;  policy  planning  staff,  soon 
to  "be  assigned  the  task  of  cxanining  v/orld  ocononic  conditions,  should  get  dovm 
to  -cases  in  its  inquir;/  and  cone  up  v/ith  the  grin  facts,  all  of  theno 

Senator  Vandcnjberg  says  ho  expects  no  now  relief  requests  at  this  session 
of  .Congresso    We  hope  it  turns  out  that  way.    But  what,  precisely,  is  the 
prospect?    We  don't  think  Senator  "Vandenhorg  laiows,    V/c  don't  think  anyhods'- 
■{  knows,    Bj.t  it*s  tine  we  tried  to  find'out. 


Pron  Des  Moines  (lows)  Tri"bune,  May  14  - 

AAA.  PUUpS  AlTD  OTHERS  -  Editorial  -  Congress  is  takin.^;  the  view,  with  good 
reason,  that  goverment  spending  should  "be  reduced  to  a  nininim  in  this  period 
of  inflation,  •  ■ 

..Here  in  Iowa  we  arc  as  nuch  interested  in  Departnent  of  Agriculture 
appropriations  as  any,  so  what  happens  to  these  appropriations  in  the  next 
few  weeks  will  "be  v/orth  watchinge 

President  Trunan  hinself  reconnends  sono  reductions  for  AAA  pajments,, 
Ee  pointed  out  that  soil  conservation  funds  are  less  ur;;'ont  in  a  tme  v/hen 
An^r.ican  farnors  a,rc  in  an  unusually  strong  financial  positiono 

^    Ee  also  noted  that  60  per  cent  of  these  conservation  Ma-;;,-7.icnt s  go  to 
a'bout  one- eighth  of  the  farnors  anyway <, 
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Fron  Chicago  Ncv;s,  Viay  13  -  •  ■.'  : 

PIX3D  lAEii  PHICES  GALLSD  Zlj  '  TO  WOHLD  POOD  CRISIS  ^  The  Hr.gue.,  ITathcr- 
lands  -  The  second  conference  of  the  International  Jedcraticn  of  Agricultural 
Producers,  organized  last  year  in  London,  w.s  opened  here  today  v;ith  a  signi- 
ficant address  "by  Sicoo  L»  Mansholt,  Dutch  ninistor  of  Agriculture, 

Ihterhatioriall.:-  fixed  prices  for  farn  products,  Mansholt  told  his 
fellov/  conferees,  are  the  onlj^  solution  for  over  coning  the  world  food  short- 
age^. 

Only  when  prices  are  cpntrollcd  "will  the  farmer  do  his  utnost  to  raise 
production  to'  the  highest  possilDlo  level  without  fear  that  it  v;ill  "be  a  drug 
in  the  narkct,""  he  dcclaredo  - 

This  is  the  core  of  the  production  problcn  which  these  farn  delegates 
asscnlDled  here  fron  33  countries  •  throughout  the  world  arc  here  to  solve  in 
their  current  tv;o-v;cck  nccting, 

Janes  Turner,  head  of  the  British  Parncrs  Union,  vrho  has  served  as 
provisional  president  of  I,P,A,P,,  during  its  first  year  of  existence,  put 
the  situation  succintlyJ 

"The  v;orld  is  underfed.    Land  is  not  producing  to  capacity.    If  these 
two  plain  facts  cannot  produce  international  agreenent,  how  can  we  ever  hope 
to  survive  the  norc  conplex  pro"blcns  of  international  existence?  " 


Pron  G-rconvillc,  (S,C,)  Icv;s,  May  16  - 

Iv'KSAT  POH  WOELD'S  HUl^GHY  -  Editorial  ^  The  trcnend'cus  wheat  crop  which 
the  coointry  is  producing  this  year  will  enable  us  to  nakc  r^cord-hrealcing 
exports  of  the  grain  to  foreign  couiitrics  vr!;cre  food  is  a.cutclj/'  short,  and 
without  depriving  ourselves  of  a  fu-lly  adequate  supply^ 

In  fact  it  nov;  appears  that  "oy  thus  helping  to  noet  the  needs  of  hunrgry 
people  olsev/here  we  shall  nitiga,tc  the  proolcn  of  unnanagcablc  grain  sur- 
pluses in  this  coiintry  which  would  have  adverse  effects  in  the  fan.:  "belt  as 
well  as  costing  the  government  Large  sur.is  in  pr icc-supjDort  cxpendituresa 

¥ith  the  prospect  of  a  wheat  crop  of  lc3  oillion  "bushels.  Secretary 
Anderson  is  pictured  in  V/ashington  dispatches  as  thi-ilcin-;:  of  total  grain 
exports  toppin,g  500  million  "bushels,  of  which  a  niniuuxi  cf  400  million,  ir.w 
cluding  flour,  v/ould  "be  v/heat.    And  it  ic  "being  said  thn.t  such  huge  exports 
will  "be  essential  if  the  United  States  is  to  esca--)e  "being  smothered  under  a 
wheat  surplus,  since  the  out].ook  is  that  vjc  shall  produce  tv/ice  as  much  this 
season  as  the  nation  can  consianc  at  hone.    And  Department  authorities  are 
said  to  "be  still  vrorricd  as  to  whether  it  will  "be  physically  possihlc  to 
export  enough  wheat  to  keep  prices  o/dqvc  the  govcrniAcnt  "support"  level. 

From  Hutchinson  (Ko,n„)  Hews— Herald,  I'lpr-  13  — 

PARII  lUTUHS  _  Sddtorial  -  Prom  Morton  County  cones  a  fan tasti c- story  of 
farn  inflation.    An  80-acrc  farm  that  v;ould  have  sold  for  ■^:>12^50  an  acre_  before 
the  war  nov;  "brings  '125  per    acre»     ihis  price  is  the  climax  of  a  series  of 
Kansas  farn  sales  that  have  soared  oven  ahove  the  price  of  farn  products. 

Such  inflation  illustr^-'.tcs  one  more  tragedy  of  the  v/ar.     The  youn--:  man 
who  is  not  to  the  manor  horn  has  loss  chance  of  entering  a  successful  farm 
career  today  than  ho  has  in  almovt  ary  other  field  to  his  liking. 


Parm  Digest  1045 '^47 


DAILY  mm  NKfS  DIGEST 
(For  May  28,  1947) 


U.b.  liEPAliTlviEwT  Oi' AiiKLGbLTURE 
Oi-llCL  OF  INiDiiivjATION 
i/Kashington  2$,  D.C. 


(The  neviTspapers..  •.■^nd  magazines  from  which  these  agricultural  items 
are  taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  414.A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at 
6031c) 

From  NCTf  York  Times,  May  28  - 

RECURRING  EWVIINE  IS  FEARED  IN  GHT.NA-Nanking-Starvation  is  creeping 
again  into  the  famine  corridor  of  southern  Hunan  and  northern  Kwangsi,  where 
last  year  tens  of  thousands  died  of  hunger. 

Reports  reaching  here  from  foreigners  connected  v.ith  relief  work 
in  Hengyang  say  that  deaths  are  already  occurring..  It  is  declared  that 
this  is  happening  while  thousands  of  tons  of  food  from  the  United  J^ations 
Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration  is  being  sold  on  the  streets  of 
Hunan  cities  and  while  Virarehouses  hold  large  stocks  of  UNRRA  rice,  flour, 
canned  goods,  milk,  soup  powder  and  other  provisions. 


GERMAN  FDOD  HIGH,  RUSSIANS  DECURE:  CLAIM  THEY  MEET  RATIONS  IN  THEIR 
ZONE  BETTER  TH.^N  IN  V.'EST—ADMIT  DELAY~Berlin-^-n  official  report  of  the  Russian 
military  admihistration  asserted  today  that  "rations  in  the  Soviet  zone  are 
steady  and  the  population  receives  all  the  food  it  is  entitled  to  according 
to  ration  cards," 

Claiming  generally  higher  rations  for  Germans  in  their  zone  than 
in  others,  the  Russian  authorities  nevertneless  admitted  delays  in  deliveries 
and  cited  the  punishment  of  a  German  food  supply  chief  as  an  example  oi  the 
action  taken  against  mismanagement  by  Germans,    'J-lie  Russians  also  officially 
disclosed  difficulties  in  obtaining  the  potato  ration  and  announced  the 
substitution  of  dehydrated  notatoes,  and  tinned- or  salt  vegetables  until 
the  new  harvest.    The  over  all  picture,  however,  according  to  the  Russians 
is  good  for  their  zone,  .  ,  ' 


U.S.  LOSES  FRESTIGE  BY  ACTION  ON  FOOL-Geneva-Most  of  the  delep-ates 
to  the  trade  conference  here  appear  to  agree  that  the  United  States  has° 
suffered  a  loss  of  prestige  over  the  House  of  Representatives'  vote  on  the  wool 
tarili  bill  and  that  its  bargaining  position  here  has  been  weakened. 

When  the  conference  was  resumed  this  morning  it  was  clear  that 
the  Australians,  New  Zealanders  and  South  Africans  were  solid  on  the  wool 
issue.    It  seems  clear  that  the  United  States  cannot  obtain  the  abolition 
of  empire  preferences  unless  it  is  prepared  to  make  a  tariff  reduction  offer 
acceptable  to  the  Dominions,  including  those  TAose  chief  export  is  wool. 

L  I  B  R  A.  R  Y  " 
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From  Nev7  York  Times,  May  28  - 

'new  ZEALAND  IIANUFACTURERS  PROTEST-Auckland-\J .  J.  Truscott,  president 
of  the  Weir  Zeqland  Manufacturers  Federation,  declared  today  that  "unless 
Americans  come  off  their  high  horse,  there  never  v/ill  be  a  final  satisfactory 
solution  to  world  trade  problems," 

Commenting  in  an  interview  on  the  United  States  wool  bill,  Kr. 
Truscott  said,  "If  carried,  the  wool  bill  will  force  us  to  adopt  British 
Empire  pref erence-"-"-"-Americans  seem  inclined  to  bar  New  Zealand  butter  and 
cheese  and  take  hides  only  vrhen  it  suits  them.    If  wool  novr  is  banned,  any 
possible  chance  for  a  reciprocal  trade  arrangement  vri-th  Ai^stralia  and  New 
Zealand  land  •will  be  killed," 


HOUSE  VOTES  189-170  EOT.  FAM  FUffi  CUT-Y/ashington-Economy  advocates 
vron  a  major  rotind  today  in  their  fight  to  cut  $383,427,742  from  the  budget 
of  the  Agriculture  Department  of  $1,188,000,000  for  1948,    The  House,  by 
roll  call  count  of  189  to  170,  upheld  its  Appropriation  Committee's  procedure 
in  writing  into  the  farm  supply  bill  legislative  provision  eliminating 
$183,000,000  from  the  budget. 


From  N.y.  Journal  of- Commerce,  Hay  28  - 

SUGAR  DEADLIi^  EXPECTED  TO  HOLD:  VAHDATION  OF  ANOTHER  STMP  MLL 
IvL\KE  SUPPLIES  FOR  HOUSEHOLDERS  AI'.iPLE-Government  action  taken  in  making  available 
immediately  a  new  stamp  which  Y/as  to  become  effective  originally  on .  June  1. 
and  announcing  that  another  stamp  v>dll  be  validated  on  Aug,  1  led  many 
trade  observers  to  believe  that  rationing  controls  are  not  likely  to  end  before 
the  scheduled  deadline  of  Oct*  31, 

Once  the  August  stamp  becomes  avilaole,  moBt  housewives  7dll  find 
that  effective  rationing  is  a  thing  ol  the  past,  since  they. will  have 
supplies  vdth  another  10  pound  stamp  to  cash. 

Meanwhile,  the  pressure  to  move  supplies  from  first  hand  sellers 
is  over  vjlth  the  improved  demand  developed  with  the  warmer  weather. 


GILlffiR  DEFENDS  PRICE  SUPPORT  PLAN:  CITES  DIFFERENCES  BETT.EEN  SUPPORT 
LEVEL  AND  "MARKET  PRICES-Price  support  programs  have  saved  consumers  much 
more  than  the  programs  cost  because  farmers  have  not  had  to  worry  much  about 
prices  and  have  therefore  maintained  record  breaking  farm  production  both 
during  the  avar  and  in  the  past  tvro.  years,  declared  Jesse  B.  Gilmer,  administrator 
of  the  ■t'roduction  and  Marketing  Administration  and  president  of  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corp, 

Mr,  Gilmer  spoke  yesterday  at  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  City  food 
Advisory  Committee.    Mr,  Gilmer  emphasized  the  great  demand  for  food, 
existing  in  this  country,  stressing  that  the  price  support  levels  for  most 
commodities  are  much  loirer  than  the  actual  prices  received  by  farmers  today. 
As  an  example  he  cited  the  price  of  hogs,  saying  as  of  April  15,  "the  support 
level  vas  $15.50  a  hundred  lbs,5  the  price  was  $24,30." 

One  of  the  biggest  factors  in  the  cost  of  food  today  is  the  high 
cost  of  distribution  Y/hich  results  from  the  consumer's  demand  for  "service," 
Mr.  Gilmer  stated, 
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From  Hotiston  (Tex.)  Chronicle,  May  19  -  '  .  ' 

BOXCAHS  KIR  TSXA.S  li/HMT  CROP  STORED  -  A-faout  1750  boxcars  have  "been  stored 
in  Texas  "by  the  Burlin{7ton  Lines  av;aiting  .the  harvest  of  Texas'  largest  wheat 
crop,  estimated  at  100,000,000  oushels,  Ralph  Budd  of  Chicago,  president  of 
the  3Txrlin;5ton,   said  here  I-londay,  _ 

"Tliis  is  about  75  per  cent  more  cars  than  for  former  harvests,"  he  said, 
"Put  this  is  an  unusmlly  "big  one," 


From  G-reenville  (3,C.)  ITews,  May  21  - 

MORS  POTATO  TROUBLE  -  Editorial  -  The  government  is  encountering  diffi- 
culties in  its  potato  price  suiDport  program  for  the  nev/  crop  and  it  appears 
probalDle  that  the  dumioing  Drogram  this  season  will  foil  ox-/  the  pattern  of  last 
year, 

Alreact"  some  dvimping  has  been  resorted  to  and  unless  the  markets  can  take 
more  potatoes  there  may  "be  even  greater  losses  of  this  important  food  product 
than  last  year, 

Rav;  potatoes  are  not  easilj^  shipped  abroad,    For  that  reason  they  have 
not  been  more  extensively  utilised  to  feed  the  hungry  of  other  lands.    But  it 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  government  has  beg-un  experiments  in  mass 
dehyc'j'ation  and  canning  of  potatoes  as  a  means  of  conserving  surplus  stocks. 
If  these  e:cperiments  turn  out  well,  it  should  be  possible  to  make  potatoes 
more  readily  available  for  relief  and  sales  abroad. 

At  the  same  time,  however,   the  price  support  program  should  be  modified 
in  such  manner  as  to  mke  surplus  potatoes  available  to  domestic  consujners  at 
prices  which  would  encourage  consumption.     If  the  government  is  going  to  lose 
money  on  potatoes,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  consumers  should  not  be;':efit 
from  its  transactions  as  v/ell  as  the  producers. 


From  Mobile  (Ala.)  Register,  May  19  - 

PRESIBEITT  SHOULD  ALSO  BE  GOITCSRITSD  OVER  PROBLEM  0?  SURPLUS  POTATOES  - 
Editorial  -  President  Truman  says  he  is  "deeply  concerned"  over  the  recent 
rise  in  farm  land  prices. 

At  his  request.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  has  called  a  conference 
for  iJune  9  which  the  President  hopes  will  bring  "a  s-oecific  program  of  methods 
of  discov.raging  fxirther  inflation  in  farm  real  estate  prices  and  unwise  expan- 
sion of  farm  debts," 

Department  of  Agriculture  figures  show  an  increase  of  92  per  cent  in  farm 
land  prices  over  the  1935-39  level,  of  which  12  per  cent  occurred  dxiring  the 
past  year. 

President  Truman's  concern  may  be  quite  justified,    A_ wild  boom  and 
terrific  crasri  in  farm  land  prices  could  leave  many  Am^'rican  farmers  in  distress 
an  ercDerience  v;hich  came  to- many  after  the 'first  ¥orld  VJar, 

However,  if  the  President  is  concerned  about  farm  land  prices,  he  should 
also  be  concerned  about  another  farm  problem  —  the  potato  surplus.     The  dtimp- 
ing  and  destroying  of  a  large  quantity  of  potatoes  —  an  estimated  fifty  tone 
—  in  Baldvdn  County  the  past  v;eek  ujider scores  the  potato  surplus  problem, 
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Prom  St,  Paul  (Minn.)  Pioneer  Press,  May  24  - 

lEEPJlAT  TO  AGPJCULTimE  -  Editorial  -  One  part  of  the  House  Appropriations 
committee's  iDill  cutting  agricultural  funds        about  400  million  dollars 
stands  out  as  a  direct  threat  to  the  farmers  of  this  coTintry,    That  is  true 
despite  the  real  victory  voted  the  rural  electrification  program  with  only  a 
10  per  cent  reduction,  and  the  committee's  skill  and  judgment  in  at  least 
some  of  its  choices  «as  hetv/een  applying  meat  ax  or  scalpel  in  malcing  specific 
cuts. 

The  danger  arises  from  the  committee' s  vote  to  follov;  up  a  drastic  slash 
this  year  with  a  complete  knockout  of  all  funds  for  the  AAA  county  and  communi- 
ty committee  system  and  their  soil  conservation  and  use  xiayments  "beginning  on 
July  1,  1948. 

Tills  \irou.ld  mean  ending  the  system  for  production  controls  a:-.d  for  imple- 
menting federal  farm  price  supports,     ^^us  it  would  in  effect  wipe  out  the 
federal  farm  price  protection  program  entirely  "before  there' s  real  assurance 
of  enacting  any  lorogram  to  take  its  place.     Indeed,  this  proppsition  is  heing 
coupled  openl3''  v/ith  demands  "by  various  publications,  includin.^  the  i-Iinneapolis 
press,  for  ending  formerally  any  price  support  program  at  all, 

American  farmers  thus  are  in  great  danger  of  being  led  into  the  sa.me 
punishing  combination  of  huge  surpluses  and  disastrous  prices  that  hit  them 
after  the  last  v/ar. 

Prom  Colujnbia  X  S.C.)  State,  May  17  - 

A  STAHTLING  STATIS^rC-  Editorial  -  Among  the  proposals  awaiting  con- 
gressional approval  is  a  bill,  said  to  be  influent iall;^  backed,  to  set  up 
a  co-operative  program  for  control  of  forest  insects  and  diseases,  the  cost 
to  be  shared  by  federal  and  state  governments  and  private  lando\i/ners. 

That  seems  to  be  a  reasonable  and  sound  program,  but  the  statistic  v;hich 
is  difficu-lt  for  the  layman  to  believe  is  offered  by  the  department  of  agri- 
culture v/hich  declares  the  program  would  save  money  and  has  offered  figures 
to  prove  that  forest  losses  to  insects  and  diseases  are  tv;ice  as  great  as 
those  caused  by  forest  fires. 

To  the  layman  this  seems  unbelievable.     Certainly  hereabouts  no 
appreciable  damage  by  insects  and  diseases  ca,n  be  detected  by  the  average  care- 
ful observer.     It  may  be  that  some  things  are  present  that  are  not  apparent 
to  the  naked  eye,    S-^t  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  in  the  flourishing- 
woods  of  our  countryside  there  are  forces  at  work  more  destructive  than  a 
raging  forest  fire  which  kills  young  trees  up  to  considerable  size. 

Prom  Seattle  (l/ash.)  Miay  18  - 

OP  SPECIAL  SIC-inPIGAi^CS  _  Editorial  -  Good  news  from  time  to  time  comes 
from  ^''feshington  State  College  indicating  progress  in  a  progr?jn  to  save  precious 
Eastern  Ifeshington  soil  from  erosion.    Latest  report  is  of  completion  of  a 
25-year  program  to  detemine  best  methods  of  keeping  nitrogen  in  the  ground  to 
conserve  the  topsoil  and  maintain  yield. 

The  fertile  acres  of  the  Palouse  country  and  other  areas  in  that  section 
01  the  state  are  among  the  world' s  most  pro'.if ic  producers  of  wheat,  Their 
deterioration  v/ould  be  a  serious  blow  to  Washington  agriculture.    No  conserva^ 
tion  i^rogram,  therefore,  is  of  greater  significance  to  the  state's  economy  than 
the  encouragement  of  effective  scientific  methods  to  combat  erosion, 
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From  New  York  Times,  May  15' '  — 

U.S.  RUSHING  C21AINS  TO  GERIVlAM  TO  END  ALIIED  ZONE  CRISIS|  1,200,000 
TONS  OF  FOOD  TO  BE  SPEEDED  BY -JULY  31,         SEGRETAJIY  DISCLOSES-lfashington-AP- 
Alarmed  by  spreading  unrest  and  food  strikes  in  -^rwestern  Germany,  the  "^lar 
DepartFient  tonight  announced  emergency  measures  to  rush  more  than  1,200,000 
tons  of  food  into  the  American  and  British  occupation  zones  by  July  3I  "to 
meet  the  crisis. 

Secretary  of  Tiiar  Robert  P.  Patterson  said  that  regularly  scheduled 
food  shipments  to  Germany  virere  being  speeded  up  and  increased  to  the  max'imijm 
extent  possible  to  cope  with  the  situation,  and  that  the  German  food  ration 
Yfould  be  met  from  novf  on.  - 

(An  authoritative  dispatch  received  l^ednesday    from  Berlin,  however, 
indicated  that  the  normal  ration  for  German  civilians  in  the  United  States 
and  Brij:ish  zones  would  be  cut  from  the  present  1,550  ibalories  daily,  to  about 
1,200,    The  reduced  ration  was  expected  to  go  into  effect  May  25.) 


HOUSE  GROUP  FAVORS  GUT  IN  CROP  INSURING-'^'ashington-The  House  /agriculture 
Comrflittee  decided  today  that  Federal  crop  insurance  should  be  cut  down  to 
an  experimental  basis  in  1948  in  an  effort  to  devise  a  program  both  financially 
and  attractive  to  farmers, 

A  bill  T7hich  it  approved  and  sent  to  the  House  ?rould  not  affect  insurance 
which  the  Government  already  has  witten  on  19-47  crops.    Representative  I'^illiam 
^*  ^-^-'-A  Republican,  of  Colorado,  is  author  of  the  measure. 

liir.  Hill  said  he  hoped  the  experiments  would  demonstrate  that  such 
insurance  was  a  sound  risk  and  that  private  insurance  later  would  take  over 
the  program.    Fds  companies  to  under^^iite  part  of  the  program  i^dth  Government 
reinsurance  to  guard  the  companies  against  excessive  loss. 


HOOVER  LAYS  CRISIS  IN  PART  TO  GEPuW^NS-Herbert  Hoover  said  yesterday 
that  the  food  crisis  in  Germany  was  "very  bad"  and  placed  the,  chief  blsme  on 
bad  weather,  undue  feeding  of  livestock,  and  black  marketing.    He  expressed 
the  belief  .that  the  food  deficit  would  be  remedied  "in  a  very  few  weeks" 
by  food  shipments  from  this  country. 


un^pn^n^nSS  PI^^^DS  FOR  \,HEi.T:  i^PL^L.  TU  PE..b>JvTS  TO  DISGORGE 

HOARDED  CROPS-Paris-President  Vincent  Auriol  appealed  to  the  peasants  by 
radxo  tonight  to  surrender  now  the  wheat  they  hold  for  higher  prices  and 
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From  Nev7  York  Times,  May  15  - 

FDOD  PRICE  PARLEY  TO  BE  HELD  MONDAY:  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  RETAILERS  TO 
ilEET  V.ilTH  OFFICIALS  OF  AGRICULTURE  DEPAJ^TJ'IEIvTT-Nev;  York's  fr^Jiit  and  vegetable 
retailers,  who  had  complained  to  President  Trumsn  that  viiolesale  prices  xiere 
exorbitant,  were  assured  yesterday  of  a  conference  vrith  Department  of  Agri- 
culture officials  on  the  price  problem. 

The  conference  is  being  arranged  'cy  John  R.  Steelman,  assistant  to 
the  President,  and  will  be  held  in  Yfeshington,  probably  Ilonday  morning. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  Kay  15-  • 

limkT  ROCKETS  ON  NFt;  US  BUTIKG- Fireworks  a^;in  fes^tured  the  v:heat  futures 
market  yesterday,    Resuraption  of  Government  cash  "v-he^t  purchases  in  the  Northwest, 
at  the  insistence  of  the  nrmy  that  more  -v^heat  must  ue  shipped  to  Germany  nov;, 
touched  off  a  new  buying  wave  that  carried  old  crop  wheat  deliveries  up  10c 
per  bushel,  or  the  permissible  limit  for  a  day. 

The  renevfed  upsurge  again  drew  attention  to  the  highly  vulnerable 
position  of  the  wheat  market  between  now  and  the  start  of  the  1947  harvest. 


SUGAR  DEIiIAND-Demand  for  refined  sugar  still  is  slov.r.    The  Government's 
plan  to  make  more  ration  currency  available  on  June  1  is  not  regarded  generally 
as  a  solution  to  the  immediate  problem  of  moving  surpluses. 


U.S.  ¥fOOL  DUTY  PLiiN  V/ORRIES  AUSTRAHA-Ivlelbourne- John  Dedman,  rustralian 
post  Y/ar  reconstruction  minister,  said  the  proposed    riited  States  legislation 
for  a  higher  duty  on  wool  led  to  difficulties  at  Geneva,  but  it  was  much  too 
early  to  say  the  negotiations  y/erc  on  the  point  of  breaking  doim. 

Prime  Minister  Joseph  B„  Chifley  said  that  although  Austrial  is 
aontinuing    to  make  the  international  trade  talks  a  success,  the  situation 
has  grovm  serious.    He  added  that  ^^^r,  Dedman  may  be  sent  to  Geneva  if  negotia- 
tions break  do-v\n. 


Prom  Tfall  Street  Journal,  May  15  ~ 

PRICE  DILEIVlvIAj    Manufacturers  can't  match  tn^-  public's  economy  mood. 
Packard  marks  up  its  autos.    But  department  stores  slash  .prices.  Filene's 
in  Boston,  for  example,  brings  in  ,75  extra  clerks  for  a  50^  markdov.n  sale  of 
vjomen's  coats  and  suits.     Still,  stores  say  most  manufacturers  refuse  to  chop 
prices  on  reorders;  some  rei^ort  they're  oven  paying  more  than  before  for  a 
fev^  hard  goods.    The  manufacturers  offer  "^ackard's  explanation:    Rising  costs, 
particularly  for  labor.    But  the  stores  say:    If  manuf^ctiirers  i-on't  share  the 
price  cuts,  we  can't  continue  to  give  then. 
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From  Des  Moines  ( Iowa)  Register,  May  9  -  "•  •  ■   .'        ■■  ' 

WOULS  200ST  rSHTILIZIia  USS  -  ¥ashington,  D^-C,.-.  A  "broad  federal  program 
for  expanding  the  use  of  fertilizers  ty  fai-mers  and  making  more  phosphates 
availalDle  at  lover  prices  ^^liursday  v;as  propcsed  in  a  "bill  introduced  in  the_  ^ 
senate. 

Senators-  Burke  S,  Hickenlooper  (Rep,,  la,)  and  Kenneth  S,  IVherry  (Rep#, 
ITeb,)  are  the  chief  sponsors  of  the  measure. 

It  has  the  tacking  of  the  American  S'arm  Bureau  federation  and  has  iDeen 
endorsed  'bj'"  "both  the  Iowa  and  ITehraska  Farm  Bureaus, 

The  program  contemplates  fertilizer  demonstration  areas  in  each  state  to 
"be  operaj>ed  "by  the  state  extensions  services  and  land  grant  colleges,  ^hese 
demonstrations  would  lie  financed  v;ith  federal  and  state  funds. 

Ihe  \/ork  would  "be  carried  on  in  addition  to  and  in  conjunction  v/ith 
other  soil  conservation  activities. 

Another  phase  of  the  program  contenrpla.*"es  federal  aid  in  the  development 
of  plants  for  the  manufacture  of  f ertilizersa 


From  ITe\\ra.rk  (IT,  J.)  l>Tews,  May  9  — 

SUai?.  FRAUD  CASS  COITVICTIOH  UPrlSLD  _  Philadelphia  -  The  Third  United 
States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  yesterday  upheld  the  Federal  Court  -conviction 
in  Hewark  of  Robert  Sealfon  of  ileconset,        I,,.  ,f or, helping  a  Rutherford 
food  company  to  obtain  illegally  25,000,000  pounds,  of  sugar  from  Rutherford 
ration  "board,     Sealfon  was  convicted  in  March,  1946, 


■From  Memphis  (Tenn, )  Commercial  Appeal  -  May  8  - 

1948  CROP  IlTSURAiTG2  MAY  BH  2}[P:iiRIl01];TT  -  Washington  -  The  1948  crop  in- 
surance program  v;ould  "be  confined  to  only  50. counties  and  on  a  purely  e:&- 
pGrimontal  "basis  for  cotton,   corn  and  wheat,,  under  recqmmendations  "being  con- 
sidered "by  a  special  crop  insurance  sulDcommittee  of  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee,  .  . 

The  "bill,  •  v/hich  wotild  limit  the  crop  insurance  program  for  to'bacco  and 
flax  to  orJ.y  25  experimental  counties,  is  expected  to  "be  presented  to  the  full 
committee  within  the  next  fev;  days. 

The  sul)committee  was  appointed  to  studj.^  the  croTo  insurance  program  after 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  reported  it  had  suffered  a  loss  of  more  than 
$40,000,000  on  its  cotton  insurance  program  for  1946,  due  principally  to  heavy 
losses  in  ITest  Texas,     There  has  "been  considcra'ble  agitation  for  dropping  the 
crop  insurance  program  entirely  and  this  plan  is  regarded  as  a  compromise 
measure  which  its  sponsors  hope  will  prove  the  need  for  crop  insurance. 

Under  terms  of  the  proposed  "bill  the  counties-  in  which  the  crop  insurance 
will  he  in  effect  v;ill  "be  selected  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  will 
"be  widely  sca,ttered  over  the  farm  "belt. 
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IVom  Chicago  Defender,  May  10  - 

B02KHAC:^S  PUSH  U.  S.  AID  FOR  mill..  ZABllS  _  Washington  -  Southern  Con- 
gressmen enjoy  the  positive  support  of  many  Southern  ITcgro  lea,d.crs  in  the 
current  Congressional  fight  aga.inst  slashing  appropriations  for  the  federal 
agricultural  program. 

Holding  that  the  welfare  of  ITegro  farmers  is  interlocked  v/ith  tliat  of 
i/hitc  farmers,  a  numher  of  Southern 'He  gro  leaders  share  the  sentiments  of 
Bishop  J,  H,  ClaylDorn,  president  of  the  i^raternal  Council  of  Hegro  Churches 
in  America.,  v;ho  appealed  la,st  v;cek  to  President  Truman  to  continue  cotton 
crop  insurance,  .  ■ ;  ^ 

Prom  Ashevillc  (IT.C.)  Citizen,  May  2  - 

IS,  AITHJHSOII  AID  THHl  H0HS3  -  Hditorial  -  The  trouhle  v/ith  farming,  as 
some  sago  once  remf^rked,   is  that  its  methods  arc  only- a  series  of  "inherited 
motions,"    3\.\t  obsolete  a.griculturc  is  not  the  v/holo  trouhle.     The  v;orst 
trouolc  i/ith  farming  is  tha-t,   too  -much  of  the  time,   it  docs  not  pay. 

If  the  proTDlcm  is  economic,  v/here  "best  is  it  to  '  c  attacked?    l^c  thirJc 
that  the  RC\r  solution  offered  loy  Secrcta,ry  of  Agriculture  Anderson  is  at 
least  vrorthy  of  discussion.    Ho  proposes      future  program  of  "organized,  sus- 
tained and  realistic  a"bundcancc"  rather  than  crop  limita,tion,  with  "floors 
under  consuirption"  as  well  as  under  farm  prices, 

-his,  you  may  s?.y  ,  is  a  proposed  retrea,t  from  the  fa.rm  policies  of  the 
K'ew  Deal«     -o  an  extent,  that  festimatc  is  correct. 

Secretary  Anderson  would  revise,  a.nd  even  reverse  this  policy.  Perhaps 
at  long  last  he  has  put  the  horse  'l)ef>?re  the  cart,    Explaining  this  progrrjn 
to  a  House  connittce  last  v/eek,  Mr,  Anderson  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  "mairv 
taining  sta.oility  of  prices  at  levels  fair  to  "both  producers  and  consumer. 
Anything  loss  leads  to  v/astc  and  to  general  economic  conditions  v/hich  pcnc^ 
lize  e/oundo,ncc, "    In  short,   the  government  contemplates  (after  1948)  a  pro- 
gram which  gu.arantees  a  level  of  consumption  rather  than  one  v/hich  assures 
a  certain_ level  of  production. 

Such  a  program,  we  hope,  will  never  "be  nccess-ary  except  in  dire  economic 
emorgencyo    It  is  then,  hov;evcr,    that  ahundanco  should  "be  the  key  to  farm 
recovery  rather  than  scarcity,    A  permanent,  workahle  farm  program  mc:y  '"he 
unatta^inahle,  Ijut  at  lc?.st  the  proposed  ncv;  remedy  makes  more  sense-  than  pay- 
ing the  farmer  for  not  producing  something  that  someone  really  needs. 


Prom  Lancaster  (Pa.)   Intelligencer  Journal,  Hay  6  - 

TH"D  1247  XrlLAT  CROP  -  Editorial  -  Chicago  grain  circles  predict  the  1947 
wheat  crop  v/ill  be  sufficient  for  the  export  trade  after  all  domestic  needs 
are  satisfied  and  enough  will  "be  loft  for  a  substantial  carry-over  at  the  end 
of  the  season. 

Conflicting  reports  from  ahro.ad  as  to  prospective  production  has  given 
rise  to  opinions  in  the  trade  that  crop  damage  in  Darope  is  "being  cxag  ;crated 
purposely  in  the  hope  of  influencing  sentiment  in  this  country  to  provide 
further  relief, 
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(The  newspapers  ^5  fe^zine,s- syh^^      these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  i^<Se»MiGa>^oom  /!^14A,    P|ione  Gerie  Harrison  at  603I.) 


From  New  York  Times,  May  22  - 

ANDRESEN  TEI.LS  HOUSE  V.^E  BURN  POTATOES,  BUY  ABROAD-l"'ashiiigton-Representative 
August  H,  Andresen,  Republican,  of  ^^innesota,  accused  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture today  of'wanton  destruction  of  potatoes"  Virhile  potatoes  were  being  importe 
from  Canada  at  high  prices , 

'•Viihile  Department  of  '/^gricultuce  agents  pour  kerosene  on  huge  piles  of  nevr 
potatoes  in  Alabama,  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  other  Southern  States,"  Mr, 
Andresen  told  the  blouse,  "potatoes  come  in  from  Canada  to  supply  those  markets, 
and  at  higher  prices  for  consumers  already  staggering  under  the  cost  of  living."  ' 

Mr,  Andresen  said  he  had  in  hJ.s  possession  bills  of  lading  shovang  that 
potatoes  "are  being  imported  for  sale  in  the  very  territory  where  farmers  are 
being  paid  not  to  harvest  their  crops o" 

Since  July,  1946,  the  Government  had  bought  87,000,000  bushels  of  potatoes 
at  a  net  cost  of  |;S0, 000,000  to  carry  out  the  price  support  program,  he  said, 
and  "of  this  gigantic  purchase,  22,000,000  bushels  were  destroyed." 


ANDERSON  SAYS  SUGi-JR  WCi  BE  KOMLIL  BY  ' 4S~Chicago-Clinton  P.  Anderson, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  said  today  that  the  country-' s  sugar  situation  "should  be 
normal  b^^  1948  if  it  continues  to  improve  as  much  as  it  has  during  the  last  few 
months," 

At  a  press  conference,  Mr.  Anderson  said  the  total  national  suTDDly  of  sugar 
for  1947  T/as  estimated  at  6,902,000  tons,  compared  with  an  estimated" v/orld  suddIv 
of  30,600,000  tons,  ^ 

AS  of  April  30,  1947,  "we  are  in  a  greatly  im.proved  position  as  far  as  stocks 
on  hand  are  concerned.    They  are  substantially  above  the  I946  stock,"  the 
Secretary  said. 


RULES  COlvBITTEE  CLEARS  WOOL  BILL;  LEGISLATION  MY  COME  UP  FOR  3  HOURS  FLOOR 
DEBATE  AND  POSSIBLE  VOTE  TODAY-Washington-The  controversial  vrool  bill  got' 
clearance  from  the  House  Rules  Committee  today  and  may  come  ut3  for  three  hours' 
floor  debate  and  -a  possible  vote  today. 

The  Rules  group  acted  after  hearing  Representative  Hope,  Republican,  of 
^fll^}^'-''^^'^'^  of  the  House  Agricultural  Committee,  outline  a  modified  version 
of  the  legislation, 

c^''*  -^f 'J         ^^11  ^2  ^o^'-  <irafted  would  give  the  ^resident,  rather  than 

^^?er?oredTJtf  h'^^^'J-^^^'^-  '"^^  ^'^^^  ^P°^^  ^^^^        i'^^^ign  ^-'ools 

mterlered  vath  domestic  wool  prices. 
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Prorn  NeTr  York  Times,  Ulay  22  - 

U.S.  IIvIPmiEOTS  GER1#.N  PDOD  PUN:  ORDERS  STATE  MILITARY  REGIMES  TO  ENFORCE 
ORDERS  ISSUED  BY-ZONAL  AGENCMerlin-The  big  stick  in  the  food  crisis  behind  the 
soft  spoken  apx^^eals  directed  to  Gerraans  by  the  Military  Government  vras  disclosed 
in  four  directives  today.  ^ 

These  threvi  the  Military  Governnont  s  full  poTxer  behind  orders  to  the 
German  bi-zonal  executive  committee.    Identical  directives  vxere  to  be  issued 
by  the  British, 

In  essence  the  directives  ordered  individual  Military  Governors  to  assume 
the  responsibility  for  informing  and  observing  the  action  of  the  Ministers 
President  on  food  quotas  for  delivery  in  the  next  ration  period*    They  Teamed 
that  if  a  state  did  not  deliver  its  quota  of  any  item  an  equivalent  amount 
of  it  T/ould  be  mthheld  from  distribution  there  the  next  month. 


CONlToSSS  PASSES  K)REIG-ri  IIELP  BILL;  $350,000,000  IcIEiiSURE  TO  AID  \-iJl-TORN 
COUNTRIES  SENT  TO  PRESIDE^IT'S  DESK- "ashington-Congress  sent  to  the  Jihite  House 
today  an  authorization  for  $350,000,000  of  American  aid  to  combat  hunger  and 
sickness  in  liberated  but  vrar-devastatcd  countries*  , 


From  V'all  Street  Journal,  May  22  -  ' 

BREiiD  PRESERVER  DEVELGPED-Kansas  City-Bakeries  soon  will  be  producing  a 
loaf  of  bread  that  vdll  stay  fresh  and  soft  for  at  least  seven  days,  members 
of  the  fmerican  Association  of  Cereal  Chemirts  vrero  told  at  a  meeting  here, 

A  naste  solution  knovm  as  polyoxethlene  stearate  has  been  found  valuable 
as  a  crumb  softener  and  in  retarding  the  staling  process. 


GOOD  PRICES  FOR  U.S.  GRAIN  SEEN  POSSIBLE  UNTIL  1950  OR  LONGER:  BUT  ANDKRSON 
FEARS  PRICE  SUPPORT  DIFFECULHES  WJ.T  YE/H  ON  EGGS,  POULTRY,  COTTON,  TOBACCO- 
V/ashington-Secret&ry  of  Agriculture  Anderson  said  world  demand  may  continue 
sufficiently  strong  to  assure  American  farmers  favorable  prices  for  food  grains 
until  1950,  if  not  longer. 

By  favorable  prices,  he  moans  quotations  above  the  level  at  vfhich  the 
government  is  required  by  law  to  support  most  farm  products.    The  support  level  is 
not  less  than  90^  of  parity. 

It  is  possible         ,:nderson  said,  that  corn  likewise  may  enjoy  good  markets 
and  prices  above  support  levels  for  thu  scu-rit  length  of  time. 

But  he  foresees  possible  price  difficulties  involving  government  support 
operations,  for  eggs,  poultry,  tobacco  and  cotton  in  19AS. 

Given  good  crops  this  year,  he  said  the  general  levul  of  farai  prices  is 
expected  to  decline  20^  to  25^  at  mosto    Such"  a  dron  still  would  leave  the  l^el 
above  the  government  support  figure. 

These  long_ range  price  forecasts  were  given  by  the  Secretary  in  testimonv  beo 
belore  a  House  iippropriations  Subcommittee;  which  considered  administration  reouests 
for  funds  for  the  Agriculture  Department  for  the  coming  fiscal  vcar.    The  testimonv 
was  released  yesterday.  ^ 
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Pron  Tucson  (ArizJ  Star,  Ifey  12  ~ 


GA.TTLE  DISEASE  SLIGHT  ViAT  COST  U.  S»  $100,000,000;  EXPEITSIVE  S-"£SA.R  BATTLE 
TOIlSEEil'BY,  EKPEHT  III  tvASHINGTOIT  -  Ifesiiington  ~  Staiiping  out  the  foot  and  nouth 
disease  in  Moxxcrji  cattle  nay  cost  the  United  States  $100,000,!000,  ncrroers 
of  the  80th  Congress  statCo'   It  nay  take  several  years  of  work  to  "be  sure  the 
Anoricari  livestock  industry,  valued  la.st  year  alone  at  $11,000,000,000,  is 
protcctedc_  It  nay  require  the  "building  of  an  international  fence  fron  the 
Gulf  of  liexico  to  the  PacifiCo 

Dr,.  S,  0,  Pladness  v/as  sought  to  check  these  statenents  Tsy  nenljers  of 
Congress*    He  is  assistant  chief  of  the  "bureau  of  animal  industry  in  the 
USDA,    The  chief,  Dr^,  B.  T^  Sinr.is,  is  now  in  Mexico,  where  experts  of  "both 
nations  arc  at  v;ork  on  the  control  prbgran,  for  v;hich  the  Uo  S,  has  put  up 
$9,000,000  and  Mexico  a  like  sun  so  far. 

Dr.  Pladness  said  the  estinatcd  total  cost  i?  not  an  exaggeration,  "It 
will  take  a  couple  of  years  to  control  the  disease  in  Mexico  and  the  costs 
nay  run  around  ^45,000,000  a  ;/car^"  he  said„     "Svcn  v;ith  conplete  success  in 
Mexico,  Tfi7e  shall  havo  to  uso 'eternal  vigilance  for  several  years  thereafter 
to  protect  the  American  livestock  industry." 


I'ron  Philadelphia  (Pa,)  Inquirer,  May  19  - 

GST  TEE  FACTS  OK  FJTUHE  POREIG-IT  HSLIEF  >  Editorial  -  Taxpayers  of  the 
United  States  have  a  right  to  knov;,  so  far  as  the  infbri.:ation  can  he  ootained 
"by  their  G-overnnent,  what  foreign  relief  needs  they  will  "be  called  upon  to 
neet  in  the  next  year  or  t\/o, 

iTo  nation,  not  even  rich  Anerica,  can  go  on  indefinitely  paying  out  hun- 
dreds of  nillions  of  dollars  for  relief  on  an  "encrgency'^  "basis  without 
perilously'"  weakening"  its  own  econonyo 

That  is  why  Secretary  of  State  Marshall's  now  policy  planning  staff,  soon 
to  "be  assigned  the  task  of  exar.iining  world  econonic  conditions,   should  get  do\7n 
to  cases  in  its  inquirer  and  cone  up  v;ith  the  grin  facts,  all  of  then» 

Senator  "V"aiidenfeerg  says  he  expects  no  new  relief  requests  at  this  session 
of  Congressc    We  hope  it  turns  out  that  way.    But  what,  precisely,  is  the 
prospect?    \'h  don't  think  Senr\tor  "yanden"berg  Iniows,    We  don't  thinlc  any'bodj'- 
knows.    But  it«s  tine  we  tried  to  find  bu.t. 


Fron  Des  Moines  (lov/s)  Tri"bune,  Ma.:- 14  - 

AAA.  FUllpS  AITD  OTHERS  -  Editorial  -  Congress  is  taking  the  view,  with  good 
reason,  that  govcrnnent  spending  should  "be  reduced  to  a  nininun  in  this  period 
of  inflationo 

Here  in  Iov;a  v/e  are  as  nuch  interested  in  Departncnt  of  Agriculture 
appropriations  as  any,  so  what  happens  to  these  a,ppropr iations  in  the  next 
few  weeks  will  "be  v/orth  v/atching. 

President  Trunan  hinseli  reconnends  sono  ^Gd^^ctions  for  A^A  paynents© 
Ke  pointed  out  that  soil  conservation  funds  arc  loss  ur.-;<-'nt.  In  a  tine  v;hen 
An&rican  farners  are  in  an  unusually  strong  financial  position^ 

He  also  noted  that  60  per  cent  of  those  conservation  pa;yr.icnts  go  to 
a"bout  one- eighth  of  the  farmers  an-'v/aye 
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Fron  Chicp-go  ITcv/s,  I-Iay  13  - 


riXSD  PAPJi  PRICES  GALLED  IS  ■  TO  WORLD  FOOD  CRISIS  ^.  The  Hr.gue,  lTathcr~ 
lands  -  The  second  conference  of  the  International  ITederaticn  of  A^icultural 
Producers,  ori^anized  last  year  in  London,         opened  here  today  v/ith  a  signi- 
ficant address  "by  Sicoo  L„  Mansholt,  Dutch  r.inistcr  of  Agricxi.lturc, 

Internationally  fixed  prices  for  farn  products,^  Mansholt  told  his 
fellov/  conferees,  are  the  onl^'  solution  for  overconinrj  the  world  food  short- 
age. 

Only  when  prices  are  cpntrolled  "v/ill  the  farmer  do  his.  iitnost  to  ra,ise 
production  to'  the  highest  possihle  level  without  fear  th-^.t  it  vn.ll  "be  a  drug 
in  the  narkct,^  he  declaredo 

This  is  the  core  of  the  production  protlcn  which  these  farn  delc;^atcs 
assentled  here  from  33  countries  throughout  the  world  arc  here  to  solve  in 
their  current  tv/o-weelc  ncetingo 

Janes  Turner,  head  of  the  British  Parncrs  Union,  \rho  has  served  as 
provisional  president  of  leP.AoP, ,  durin/;  its  first  year  of  c:::istence,  put 
the  situation  succintly: 

"The  vrorld  is  underfed.    Land  is  not  producin;^  to  ca.pacity.    If  these 
two  plain  facts  cannot  produce  international  agrccncnt,  hov/  can  we  ever  hope 
to  survive  the  norc  conplcx  prchlens  of  international  existence? " 


Pron  G-rccnvillc,  (S,C,)  Hews,  May  16  -  • 

Ii'HSAT  POR  I/OHLD'S  HUl^iaRY  -  Editorial  -  The  trcnend'cus  wheat  crop  which 
the  country  is  producing;;  this  year  will  enable  us  to  nakc  re  cor  d-"br  calcine 
exports  of  the  grain  to  foreign  cou.ntries  where  food  is  acutely  short,  r^jiCi 
without  depriving  ourselves  of  a.  fu.lly  adequate  supply* 

In  fact  it  now  appears  that  "by  thus  helping  to  neet  the  needs  of  hungry 
people  elsev/here  wc  shall  nitigatc  the  prolDlen  of  unnanageahlc  grain  sur- 
pluses in  this  cotmtry  which  would  have  adverse  effects  in  the  farn  belt  as 
well  as  costing  t]ie  governncnt  large  pau.is  in  price-support  expenditures, 

With  the  prospect  of  a  wheat  crop  of  l^o  "billion  bushels.  Secretary 
Anderson  is  pictured  in  Washington  dispa.tches  as  thinlcing  of  total  grain 
exports  topping  500  million  bushels,  of  which  a  nininuxi  of  400  million,  ii>- 
cluding  flour,  v/ouid  be  v/heat.    And  it  is  being  said  that  such  huge  exports 
will  be  essential  if  the  United  States  is  to  csca"-c  being  smothered  under  a 
wheat  surplus,  since  the  out;j.ook  is  that  v/e  shall  produce  twice  as  much  this 
season  as  the  nation  can  cons^ome  at  hone.    And  Department  authorities  are 
said  to  be  still  v/orried  as  to  whether  it  will  be  physically  possible  to 
export  enough  v/hea.t  to  keep  prices  above  the  govcrnr.icnt  "support"  level. 

From  Hutchinson  (lvo,no)  IT ews— Herald,  ViV.y  13 

PARI-I  lUTURE  -  Editorial  -  From  Morton  County  cones  a  fantastic  story  of 
farm  inflation.    An  80-acre  farm  that  v/ould  have  sold  for  ni2e50  an  acrc_  before 
the  vmr  nov;  brings  ■,125  per    acrc»    '^'his  price  is  the  climax  of  a  series  of 
Kansas  farm  sales  tlia.t  have  soared  even  above  the  price  of  farn  products. 

Such  iioflation  illustr-^tcs  one  more  tragedy  of  the  \-jv.t„     The  young  nan 
who  is  not  to  the  manor  born  has  loss  chrnce  of  entering  e-  successful  fa,rn 
career  toda,y  than  he  has  in  alnovt  a.;v  other  field  to  his  liking. 
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Pi-om  Nev/  York  Times,  April  9  - 

SENATE  SENDS  BILL  BACK  TO  HOUSE  FOR  ACCORD  ON  CHAIIGES-VOTES  FARl.,"  LABOR  AID- 
Vashington-A  bill  to  continue  the  Federal  farm  labor  supply  program  through  194.7 
was  approved  by  the  Senate  by  a  voice  vote  today.    The  measure,  vrhich  authorizes 
the  Government  to  supply  farm  hands  from  Mexico,  Jamaica  and  other  places  as  well 
as  domestic  regions ^  now  goes  back  to  the  House  for  consideration  of  changes 
made  by  the  Senate, 

The  program  of  worker  aid  to  American  farmers  vd.ll  expire  on  June.  30  unless 
renewed. 

Just  before  final  passage,  ■  Senators  shouted  down  a  proposal  bj'"  Senator  James 
P.  Kem,  Republican,'  of  Missouri,  to  spread  the  cost  of  the  program  to  the  Govern- 
ment among  farmers  who  employ  the  imported  foreign  workers «    The  cost  for  the 
last  six  months  of  this  year  is  estimated  at  CilO,000,000, 

The  Senate  bill  provides  a  thirty  day  period  beyond  Dec,  31  for  liquidating 
the  program.    The  House  measure  does  not  provide  this.' 


FAT  SALVAGE  HERE  UP  BY  IN  7  MONTHS-Hous ehold  fat  salvage  has  increased 

since  last  October  by  I64  percent, -the  American  Fat  Salvage  Committee  reported 
yesterday.    The  increase  was  attributed  to  m.ore  plentiful  supplies  of  meat  and 
greater  conservation  by  housev;ives  because  of  higher  prices  paid  noi':  for  used 
fats  and  kitchen' greases ,    The  salvage  price,  formerly  L,  cents  a  pound,  has  gone 
up  to  16  cents  in  some  butcher  shops. 

Despite  the  increased  cdllection,  the  committee  said,  the  domestic  supply 
of  industrial  fats  and  oils  is  still  far  below  the  need.    A  Government  estimate 
sets  the  shortage  for  the  first  siiv  months  of  this  year  at  150,000,000  pounds, 
compared  T.-ith  a  year  agOo 

A  national  survey,  according  to  the  committee,  indicated  that  67  percent  of 
the  women  who  turn  in  salvaged  fats  were  saving  frying  pan  grease,  6I  percent 
were  also  salvaging  roast  drippings  and  1^.  percent  broiler  drippings,  but  only 
.32  percent  saved  meat  i-;rimmings,  12  percent  sld.mmed  fat  from  soup$,  and  only  7 
percent  rendered  dovm  the  scraps  from  the  dinner  table. 


CARGO  IS  HLED  UP  BY  LACK  OF  SEEPS-Low  rate  export  cargo  i.s  niling  uo  on  the 
docks  m  increasing  quantities  because  of  lack  of  shipping  space/  it  was  reported 
yesterday,    A  number  of  com.plaints  are  being  received  from  exporters  who  are  unable 
tp  ship  cement,  flour  and  autos  despite  good  market  demand,  Deoartment  of  Commerce 
officials  state o 

The  basic  problem,  traders  stated,  is  that  shippers  are  unwilling  to  take  low 
cost  and  hard  to  handle  freight  when  they  are  able  to  obtain  without  difficulty 
nigh  rate  cargoes. 
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From  New  York  Times,  April  9 

POTATO  PEST  CURB  SIGNED  BY  DEV^'EY-Albany-The  grovong  of  potatoes  or  tomatoes 
in  a  3,000^acre  area  centering  around  Hicksville,  L.I.,  site  of  the  only  knovm 
golden  nematode  infestation  in  North  America,  can  be  barred  by  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  under 'a  bill  signed  today  by  Governor  Derrey, 

If  the  'commissioner  of  Agriculture  orders  a  farmer  to  cease  growing  potatoes 
or  tomatoes,  the  Commissioner  may  make  an  agreement  vdth  him  to  compensate  him 
for  the  loss  of  use  of  his  land. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  9  -  - 

COl'KviODITY  MARKETS  broke  sharply  on  nev-s  that  President"  Tr^jman  had  summoned 
his  Cabinet  to  a  special  "price  conference,"    Tlieat  futures  at  Chi  ergo  declined 
3  5/8  to  4  5/8  centsj  corn  vras  off  1  5/8  to  U  cents;  cotton  showed  losses  ranging 
up  to  $3*70  a  bale.    The  Dow  Jones  futures  index  experienced  its  severest 
drop  since  last  October  29.    It  closed  at  131»'54-,  off  2,o0, 


MORE  PREIGHT  CARS  NEEDED-Editorial-In  yesterday's  issue  this  newspaper's 
Chicago  office  reported  a  sharp  increase  during  the  preceding  v;eek  in  number  of 
freight  cars  ordered  and  "inquiries"  concerning  terms  and  delivery  schedules, 
""his  spurt  of  ordering  follows  the  recent  agreement  between  steel  and  car 
building  companies  on  mutual  efforts  to  step  up  this  year's  output  of  cars,  if 
possible  to  the  level  of  10,000  a  month. 

In  the  same  issue  appeared  a  summ-ar^.'  of  a  report  from  the  Association  of 
American  Railroads,  disclosing  that  in  the  first  I3  weeks  of  194-7  freight  car 
loadings-  had  exceeded  those  of  any  like  season  since  1930, 


From.N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  9  -  •  ' 

G0VER1\1vIS1-jT  ACTION -ON  PRiCES-Editorial-The  Administrauion  is  rignt  in  focussing  • 
public  attention  upon  prices,    mt  it  is  even  more  important  that  the  people  be 
informed  cgrrectly  of  why  prices  have  gone  up,  and  how  a  further  rise  can  be 
avoided.    Merely  to  broadcast  statements  that  prices  are  too  high  rmd  should  come 
dorm,  Tdthout  shovd-ng  why  they  have  risen  and  stating  explicitly  T/.'hat  must  be  done 
to  bring  them  dovm  again,  wj.ll  confuse  public  thinking  and  covld  do  far  more  harm 
than  good,   

Tt/o  factors  are  chiefly  responsible  for  the  price  rise  thj.s'  year.    These  are 
shortages  of  farm  commodities  and  the  rising  trend  of  wages.    So  long  as  these  forces 
continue  to  operate,  it  is  not  going  to  be  possible  to  halt  the  price  rise  except  by 
restoring  the  v.^olc  cumbersome  and  distasteful  machinery  of  GPA,  and  even  then 
prices  m.ay  be  stabilized  at  the  cost  of  curtailing  production.  ., 

The  marketing  of  new  crops  vfill  automatically  take  care  of  the  farm  price 
problem.    Until  the  harvests ,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  minimize  the  effect 
upon  agricultural  prices  of  Government  buying  for  relief  abroad.    Other  than  that, 
the  Government  can  do  little. 
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Plrom  New  York  Times,  May  I6  - 

TRUMAN  STRESSES  'BOOM'  PREVEMTIOK:  HE  SAYS  PUBLIC  COf^^fON  SENSE,  KEEPING 
CONTROL  FROM  GREEDY  WOULD  AVOID  ENSUING  'BUST'-Washin^on-Keeping  the  control 
of  the  country  out  of  the  hands  of  the  greedy  and  the  exercise  of  good  common 
sense  by  the  public  are  enough  to  prevent  an  economic  cycle  of  "boom  and  bust," 
President  Truman  said  today. 

These  vieT;s  were  stated  in  response  to  questions  at  his  news  conference. 
With  a  certain  asperity,  Mr,  Truman  said  he  had  declared  the  same  views  for 
several  v/eeks  past.    The  iranediate  job,  he  said,  was  the  prevention  of  a  boom, 
but  he  had  received  little  legislative  or  public  cooperation  in  h3.s  efforts, 
he  asserted. 

Asserting  that  all  prices  were  still  too  high,  the  President  acknowledged 
as  he  has  on  several  recent  occasions,  the  efforts  of  some  business  men  to 
lower  their  prices  voluntarily,  in  the  hope  of  forestaling  a  buyers'  strike  and 
consequent  recession.    He  gave  the  impression,  hovrever,  that  he  did  not  believe 
this  movement  had  done  more  than  scratch  the  surface  of  what  he  obviously 
believes  to  lie  at  the  root  of  potential  economic  trouble. 


ECONOMISTS  URGE  CURB  ON  DE ELATION- Was hington-A  nine  point  program  for 
combating  deflation  and  an  economic  "bust"  by  increasing  purchasing  po-wer  here 
and  abroad  was  proposed  todaj'  oy  a  group  o±  economists  headed  by  Chester 
Bowles,  former  Price  Adrainistrator  and  Director  of  Econoiiiic  Stabilization. 

The  "Committee  for  Economic  Stability,"  sponsored  by  "Americans  for 
Democratic  Action"  prescribed  as  chief  remedies  for  a  "difficult  economic 
situation"  an  average  10  percent  reduction  in  retail  prices,  vdde  adoption 
of  the  15  cents  an  hour  mge  boost  already  .granted  by  several  major 
industrial  producers,  a  minimum  wage  of  65  cents,  and  tax  relief  for  the  lower 
income  brackets. 

Copies  of  the  15,000  T/ord  program  have  been  .presented  to  President  Truman 
and  Senate.    Robert  a.  Taft  of  Ohio  and  Representative  Jesse  P.  r olcott^  of 
Michigan,  chairman  and  vice  chairman,  respectively  of  the  joint  Congressional 
committee  on  the  economic  report,  fir.  Bowles  said. 


n^om  STORES  DENY  GUILT  ON  PRICES:  A  &  P  STATEUffiNT  DECL/uRES  THi  T  ONt^  CUT  TW 

reSirfSice?'\'f REDUCTIONS-There  .dll  be  no  subs^ntilr  redJ^^U  n\n' 
iT^v.    °     f    r    "^^^^  ''^^^^  retailer  are  reduced,  the  Great  Atlantic 

!n'foSrpScriisS??nsf  ^  yesterday  in  a  statem^ent  that  died  for  "sense" 

^  reference  to  recent  price  cutting  in  some  lines,  the  statement  said 
that  the  merchants  generally,  including  the  A&P  stores,  had  reduced  prices  on 
many  items  on  which  they  were  overstocked.    It  added,  however,  tL?  ?Ss  ?^s 
"common  merchandising  practice  and  has  no  relation  tJ  a  general  or  remanent 
S^so^f  :^\°?;"ov^''  food  Chain's  analysis  of  the  .ricf  problem!  S^c^d 
SdepeSen?  fi^.+^n.°^'r^^f  ^"-^"'^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  assertions  by 

^sS~hSs^g^  s^p^icS!''^:^^  ^'^^  '^^'^''^^^ 
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Jcvr  York  Tines,  Majr  16  - 


50  SfflPS  TO  SPEED  GmN  TO  GERMANS:  392,000  TONS  OF  FOOD  FRO'i-  U.S.  IILL 
ARRIVE  BY  31ST-Berlin-British  officials  said  today  that  a  fleet  of  almost 
fiftj^  ships  would  be  pressed  into  service  from  novf  until  the  end  of  the  month 
to  speed  392,000  tons  of  foodstuffs  from  Merica    to  Germ.any' s  hungry  millions. 

They  said  the  ships  vrould  pour  Vi'heat,  barle;.'",  flour,  oats  and  corn  into 
German  Dorts  to  help  relieve  the  food  crisis  in  the  British  and  l\m(;rican  zones. 

Many  German  official  and  private  organizations  \reve  reported  sponsoring 
excursions  of  citj''  people  to  the  country  to  search  for  wild  herbs  and  roots 
v/ith  nutritional  value,  but  Col,  Hugh  B,  Hester,  chief  of  the  /imerican 
Military  Government  s  food  and  agricultural  division,  said'  "No  one  is  starving," 

"They  are  getting  less  food  than  we  ivish  they  had,"  he  added,  "but 
they  are  going  to  be  hungry  this  year  and  next,  '  There  isn't  enough  food 
in  the  vforld  to  feed  them.    Even  ii  we  had  the  m^oney  to  spend  vre  couldn't 
get  it. 


From  N,Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  16  - 

PEiiK  EXPORT  TRADE  R\CES  EZCHANQE  FAIvUNE  ABROivE:  REMmSIiL  IN  TREIJD  LOOMS- 
The  steady  climb  in  commercial  exports  since  the  fall  of  194-5  may  soon  oe 
reversed.    Best  information  is  that  commercial  exports  are  still  moving  at 
record  levels-~(four  times  the  volume  of  such  shipments  in  the  early  lal^l  of 
194-5)*    Sut  an  early  decline  appears  inevitable  because  oi  tne  vn.de  gap 
between  American  export  and  imports  T.iaich  is  resulting  in  an  unexpectedly 
heavy  drain  on  the  dollar  supplies  av--.ilable  to  other  countries. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  May  16  - 

COTTON  TRADING  v.dth  occupied  covmtries  heads  back  into  private  hands. 
A  new  Si>20  million  "cotton"  bank"  will  finance  fibre  exports  to  German  and 
Japanese  mills.    The  Export-Import  Bcnk  v:ill  nut  up  ?;19  million  of  capital, 
cotton  traders  $1  million.    The  fund  rdll  be  repaid  by  sales  of  textiles  made 
from  the  cotton. 


.  ^^^^^  SHIPMErirS_will  strain  freight  -car  facilities  again.    Peak  wheat 
and  sugar  movements  mil  coincide,    '..hile  old  freight  cars  retire  at  5,000 
monthly,  fewer  new  ones  hit  the  rails.    And  of  April's  4,100  new  box  cars,  only 
749  were  grain  carriers. 


PRETgHT  Ri-.TES-The  I.C.C.  estimates 
eastern  freight  revenue , little  more  than 
southern  and  western  roads  a  littlo  less 


that  class  rate  changes  will  raise 
one  half  of  1^  and  cut  returns  for 
than  1%,  basL,d  on  194:^  figures. 
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From  G-rand  Sapids  (Mien.)  Press,  May  13  - 

M.CIQAJGiTS  liT  36  ST^TSS;  AKOITSAS^  6-CMT,  miY  TOPS  IH  mTIOiT  -  Lansing-* 
Whatever  the  legislature  does,  and  it' s  an  almost  certain  bet  it  will  vote  a 
cigaret  tax  of  either  2  or  3  cents  a  package,  Michigan  will  'become  the  thirty- 
seventh  state  v/ith  such  a  revenue-raising  measure, 

i?i^res  from  the  state  department  of  revenue  Tuesday  showed  13  states 
are  charging  2  cents  and  16  states  are  adding  3  cents  on  the  price  of  a 
package,     Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ohio  have  the  3-cent  levy* 

Tfest  "Virginia  has  a  1-cent  tax,  three  states  charge  &  cents,  two  states 
5  cents  and  Arkansas  has  5-cent  levy^ 

ITearly  a  year  ago,  when  the  cigaret  tax  was  heing  advocated  as  a  source  of 
revenue  for  Michigan's  honus  to  World  war  II  veterans,  31  states  taxed  ciga- 
rets»    The  five  new  states  arei    West  Virginia,  with  1  cent;  Montana,  Hevada 
and  Oregon!  each  2  cents  and  Indiana,  3  cents, 

Idaho,  Illinois,  Kansas,  ilew  Mexico,  Ohio,  and  "Wisconsin  have  raised/the 
state  levy  from  2  to  3  cents  in  a  year,    Hew  York  -has  a  "boost  from  2  to  3 
cents  which  is  contingent  upon  the , ref  erendtun  on  paying  a  veterans*  honus^ 


Prom  Kansas  City  Star,  Ife,y  11  - 

HITS  CATTL3  AID;  ICLSBSHG,  JE^ ,   CEAHffi3S  MISlAJ^AGia^'n^TT  OP  I^ISZICAIT  DISSASE 
COUTSOL  -  Sensational  charges  against  the  procedure  now  alleged  to  "bo 
folloy/ed  in  the  Mexican  hoof  and  mouth  disease  eradication  progi^am  were  voiced 
last  week  "by  Ro"bert  J,  Kleherg,  ^^r,,  president  of  the  King  ranch,  Kingville, 
Texas, 

Tlic  Kie"berg  complaint  is  "based  on  the  historical  fact  that  the  only  sue* 
ccssful  method  of  eradication  of  the  disease  has  "been  to  slaughter  the  cattle 
and  destroy  the  meat  on  the  premises^ 

He  indorses  the  action  of  Congress  in  quickly  Toroviding  funds  hut  asserts 
that  the  intent  of  Congress  has  heen  mullified  "by  administrative  agencies 
charged  v/ith  carrying  out  its  mandate, 

"The  present  wet-up  provided  payment  with  funds  from  the  United  States 
Treasury  for  all.  cattle  in  the  infected  areas  of  Mexico  so  long  as  the 
disease  is  prevalent  across  the  "border,"  the  report  said,     "Instead  of 
slaughtering  the  cattle  ajid  hurying  their  carcasses  in  quicklime  on  the  pre- 
mises, as  has  "been  done  in  every  outhreak  in  the  United  States,  the  cattle 
are  paid  for  "by  the  United  States  government  and  a  major  part  then  is  given  to 
the  Mexicazi  goverriment  and  transported  to  slaughter  houses, 

'^The  moat  then  is  sold  in  the  regular  way  and  the  proceeds  kept  hy  the 
Mexican  government  supposedly  Ho  he  used  in  the  joint  campaign,' 

"The  main  reason  why  Congress  decided  that  the  United  States  should  aid 
Mexico  in  the  eradication  of  the  foot  and  mouth  disease  was  to  ;orevent  its 
spread  to  the  United  States,     ■'•t  did  not  intend  to  provide  a  source  of  revenue 
to  the' Mexican  government,    But,  if  its  spread  to  this  country  is  to  he  pre- 
vented, it  must  he  through  an  effective  program  of  eradication  and  not  through 
one  that  will  permit  it  to  hecome  permanently  established  in  that  country," 
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!From  Morning  Manchester,  ilow  Hampshire  Union,  May  14  ~ 

BAITG'S  DISEASE  STASLi]  CHiUTGISD  IIT  SPOILETT. 'BILL  -  Concord  -  Sen.  Doris  M, 
Spbllctt  of  Ksjttpstead  today  filbd  a  new  "bil'l  in  the  Senate  v/hich  would  allow 
owners  of  co-ttle  which  react  to  Bang' s  disease-  tests  to  retain  such  cattl'e 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  jjroviding  that  the  entire  herd  is  placed  under 
auarantinc^ 

Under  the  present  statue  on  Bang's  disease  control,  owners  are  required 
to  have  such  cattle  killed,    l%ny  cattle  owners  have  argued  tha,t  it  is 
possihle  for  sudh  cattle  to  recover  from  the  disease^    The  Spollelit  measure 
is  a  result  of  this  trend  of  thought,  ■  '  : 


From 'St,  Paul  (Minn,)  Pioneer  Press,  May  13  ~ 

ITO'Z  A  'EA.V0EABL2'   SI  GIT  -  Editorial  -  A  prominent  sales  executive 
analyzes  the  reports  of  10  leading"  cconomi sts  to  arrive  ^.t  14  points  of 
'agreement  which  he  reads  a,s  pointing  to  a  continued  high  rate  of  "business. 
They  include  high  and  well  distributed  national  income  and  purchasing  pov/cr; 
full_  employment;  an  incres-sc  of  15  million  'between  1940  and  1950  in  the  number 
of  Amcrice.n  families,  and  other  factors  v/hich  obviously  belong  in  such  a 
list.    However,  there  is  one  "stranger," 

It  is  listed  as  followst     "Exports  today  are  five  times  prev/ar  totals," 
That  is  not  a  factor  making  for  indefinite  continuance  of  the  present  rate 
of  business,  but  xjuitc  the  contrary.     It  v;as  appraised  the  other  day  by 
President  Carroll  M,  Shanks  of  the  Prudential  Insurance  company' as  "a  gigan- 
tic threat  to  both  employment  and  general  prosperity  (which)  takes  us  back 
to  the  late  1920' s. "  " 

Toreign  trade  figures  for  March,  released  last  Saturday,   indicate  the 
proportions  this  "threat"  has  attained.    Only  in  May  of  1944,  when  the  fight- 
ing was  a.t  its  peak  in  both  war  thea'tcrs,  has  a  monthly  export  total  exceeded 
that  of  March  —  and  in  the  former  month  82  per  cent  of  all  shipments  v/cre 
lend-lease  goods.    Meantime,  March  imports  were  only  about  one-third  of  the 
export  total,  having  declined  almos-t  20  per  cent  belov;  the  imports  for 
December,    Mr,  Shanks  forecast  an  "import  deficit"  -of  6  to  8  billions  for 
1947,  and  the  March  fig^jres  indicate  that  this  estima.te  will  be  exceeded, 

"T'he  only  answer  to  the  threat,  "  according  to  Mr,  Shanks,  "lies  in  a 
willingness  to  import  enough  to  balance  what  we  export,"  Just  now,  we  arc 
traveling  pretty  fast  in  the  opposite  direction, 

From  Spr'ingfield  Illinois  State  Journal,  May  6  - 

ICIB  OTJR  COTTOL'  _  Editorial  -  Democratic  senators  from  the  South  are  up 
in  arms,     ^'hey  have  declared  war — believe  it  or  not, -against  the  army. 

The  ba,ttle  has  come    over  the  recently  qoncocted  plnn  of  the  army  .to 
purchase  1,200,000  bales  of  cotton -from  Brazil^    The  Army  wants  it  for  pro- 
sessing  in  Japan 'and  Germany,     Brazilian  cotton  is  preferred  because  it  is 
cheapero     Thpt  being  true,   textiles  that  may  accrue  can  be  disposed  of  at  a 
profit^ 

The  solons  from  the  South,  most  of  whom  have  helped  make  administration 
policies  what  they  are,   declare  that  none  but  cotton  grown  in  their  own  domain 
should  be  bought. 
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From  WeYf  York  Times,  May  15  - 


U.S.  RUSHING  C21AINS  TO  GERlvlANY  TO  END  ALLIED  ZONE  CRISISj  1,200,000 
TONS  OF  FOOD  TO  BE  SPEEDED  BY  JULY  31,  I'^Ml  SECRETARY  DISCLOSES~lmshdngton-AP- 
Alarmed  by  spreading  unrest  and  food  strikes  in  \:-v,restern  Germany,  the  ".ar 
Department  tonight  announced  emergency  measures  to  rush  more  than  1,200,000 
tons  of  food  into  the  American  and  British  occupation  zones  by  July  3I  to 
meet  the  crisis e 

Secretary  of  Tiiar  Robert  P.  Patterson  said  that  regularly  scheduled 
food  shipments  to  Germany  were  being  speeded  up  and  increased  to  the  maxjjnuni 
extent  possible  to  cope  with  the  situation,  and  that  the  German  food  ration 
would  be  met  from  now-  on, 

(An  authoritative  dispatch  received  I<ednesaay    from  Berlin,  however, 
indicated  that  the  normal  ration  for  German  civilians  in  the  United  States 
and  British  zones  would  be  cut  from  the, present  1,550  talories  daily  to  about 
1,200,    The  reduced  ration  was 'expected  to'  go  into  effect  May  25.) 


HOUSE  GROUT  FAVORS  GUT  IK  CROP  INSURING-^'ashinj^ton-The  House  /agriculture 
Committee  decided  today  that  Federal  crop  insurance  should  be  cut  down  to 
an  experimental  basis  in  1948  in  an  effort  to  devise  a  program  both  financiallv 
and  attractive  to  farmers, 

A  bill  which  it  approved  and  sent  to  the  House  Trould  not  affect  insurance 
which  the  Government  already  has  i^oritten  on  1947  crops.    Representative  Pllliam 
b.  "Ill,  Republican,  of  Colorado,  is  author  of  the  measure. 

1^,  Hill  said  he  hoped  the  experijnents  would  demonstrate  that  such 
insurance  was  a  sound  risk  and  that  private  insurance  later  would  take  over 
the  program.    Fds  companies  to  underv.ilte  part  of  the  program  with  Government 
reinsurance  to  guard  the  companies  against  ev.cessive  loss. 


HOOVER  LAYS  CRESIS  IN  PART  TO  GEPJI/iNS-Herbert  Hoover  said  yesterday 
that  the  food  crisis  in  Germany  vras  "very  bad"  and  placed  the  chief  blecte  on 
bad  vreather,  undue  feeding  of  livestock,  and  black  marketing.    He  expressed 
the  belief  .that  the  food  deficit  vrould  be  remedied  "in  a  very  fevr  weeks" 
by  food  shipments  from  this  country. 


pn.pn^n^nSS  P^^^IDENT  PLEi.DS  FOR  .HE..T:  iJ^PL^U.  TU  PE^o>J.TS  TO  DISGORGE 
HO.JIDED  CROPS-Paris-President  Vincent  Auriol  appealed  to  the  peasants  by 
radio  tonight  to  surrender  now  the  wheat  they  ijold  for  higher  prices  and 
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From.  NCTf  York  Times,  May  15  - 

■fDOD  PPJCE  PARLEY  TO  BE-  HELD  MONDAY:  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  RETAILERS  TO 
MEET  MTH  OFFICIALS  OF  AdllCULTURE  DEPMTl'IEIvlT-Nev/  York's  fr^ait  and  vegetable 
retailers,  who  had  complained  to  President  Trman  that  vholesale  prices  viere 
exorbitant,  were  assured  j'-esterday  of  a  conference  Yjith  Department  of  Agri- 
culture officials  on  the  price  problan. 

The  conference  is  being  arranged  bj^  John'  R,  Steelman,  assistant  to 
the  President,  and  will  be  held  in  Ifeshington,  probably  Fionday  noming. 


JVom  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  ¥.aj  15- 

T/HEAT  ROCKETS  OK  NKt;  US  BUYING-Fireworks  again  fee^tured  the  wheat  futures 
market  yesterday,    Resuraption  of  GoveriTiient  cash  i-heat  purcnases  in  the  Northv.-est 
at  the  insistence  of  the  itrmy  that  more  -v^heat  must  ue  snipped  to  Germany  now, 
touched  off  a  new  buying  wave  that  carried  old  crop  v/heat  deliveries  up  10c 
per  bushel,  or  the  permissible  limit  for  a  day. 

The  renewed  upsurge  again  drew  attention  to  the  highly  vulnerable 
position  of  the  wheat  market  betY  .''een  novr  and  the  start  of  the  harvest. 


SUGAR  Dnil/iNTi-Demand  for  refined  sugar  still  is  slow.    The  Government's 
plan  to  make  more  ration  currency  available  on  June  1  is  not  regarded  generally 
as  a  solution  to  the  immediate  problem  of  moving  suri^luses. 


U,S,  WOOL  DUTY  PDiN  Y/ORIilES  AUSTRAUA-Melbourne- John  Dedman,  /Australian 

u  ■ 

post  war  reconstruction  minister,  said  the  proposed    nited  States*  legislation 
for  a  higher  duty  on  wool  led  to  difficulties  at  Geneva,  but  it  was  much  too 
early  to  say  the  negotiations  yj-orc  on  the  point  of  breaking  dovn. 

Prime  Minister  Joseph  B,  Chifley  said  that  although  Austrial  is 
Dontinuing    to  make  the  international  trade  talks  a  success,  the  situation 
has  grovm  serious.    He  added  that  ^'^r,  Dedman  may 'be  sent  to  Geneva  if  negotia- 
tions break  down. 


Prom  V'/all  Street  Journal,         15  ~ 

PRICE  DILEIvivIfi-:    Manufacturers  can't  natch  tho  public's  economy  m.ood. 
Packard  marks  up  its  autos,    iiut  department  stores  slash  prices-.-  Filene's 
in  Boston,  for  example,  brings  in  75  extra  clerks  for  a  50^,  markdov-n  sale  of 
vromen's  coats  and  suits.     Still,  stores  say  most  manufacturers  refuse  .to  chop 
prices  on  reorders j  some  report  they're  oven  paying  more  than  before  for  a 
fcv;  hard  goods.    The  manufacturers  offer  ^ackard's  explanation:    Rising  costs, 
particularly  for  labor.    But  the  stores  say:    If  manuf^^cturers  won't  share  the 
price  cuts,  we  can't  continue  to  give  them. 
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From  Ses  Moines  ( Iowa)  Register,  May  9  -  ,  , 

WOULS  DOOS?  rSRTILIZUH  US3  _  Washington,  D»  C,  -  A  "broad;  -federal  program 
for  expanding  the  use  of  fertilizers  "by  farmers  and  making  more- phosphates 
availaDle  at  lo\/er  prices  lliursday  v/as  propcsed  in  a  hill  introduced  in  the_  ^ 
senate, 

-Senators  B-arke  B,,  Hickenlooper  (Rep,,  la,)  and  Kenneth  S,  liTherry  (Rep,, 
IJeh,)  are  the  chief  sponsors  of  the  measure. 

It  has  the  hacking  of  the  American  J'arm  Bureau  federation  and  has  heen 
endorsed  "by  hoth  the  Iowa  and  llehraska  Farm  Bureaus, 

xhe  prograin  contemplates  fertilizer  demonstration  areas  in  each  state  to 
he  operajred  hy  the  state  extensions  services  and  land  grant  colleges,  ^hese 
demonstrations  would  he  financed  v/ith  federal  and  state  funds, 

1'he  work  vrould  he  carried  on  in  addition  to. and  in  conjunction  vdth 
other  soil  conservation  activities. 

Another  phase  of  the  program  contenrpla'"es  federal  aid  in  the  development 
of  plants  for  the  manufacture  of  fertilizers* 


From  ile^irark  (IT,  J,)  Hows,  May  9  — 

SUGAR  FRAUD  CASS  COIJYICTIOIT  UPE2LD  _  Philadelphia  -  The  Third  United 
States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  yesterday  upheld  the  Federal  Court  conviction 
in  Newark  of  Rohert  Sealfon 'of  ileconset,  L,  I,,,  for  helping  a  Rutherford 
food  company  to  ohtain  illegally  25,000,000  pounds  of  sugar  from  a  Rutherford 
ration  hoard,     Sealfon  was  convicted  in  March,  1946, 


From  Memphis  (Tenn.)  Commercial  Appeal  -  May  8  - 

1948  CROP  IlTSURAiTCE  MAT  B3  2XP:iiRII^l^T  _  Washington  -  The  1948  crop  irir. 
surance  j)rogram  v;ould  he  confined  to  only  50  counties  and  on  a  purely  ex- 
perim-cntal  hasis  for  cotton,   corn  and  wheat,,  under  recommendations  heing  con- 
sidered hy  a  special  crop  insurance  suhcommittee  of  the  'House  Agriculture 
Committee, 

The  hill,  which  would  limit  the  crop  insurance  program  for  tohacco  and 
flax  to  orJLy  25  experimental  counties,  is  expected  to  he  presented  to  the  full 
committee  within  the  next  few  days. 

The  suhcommittee  was  appointed  to  stud^/  the  cvov  insurance  prograra  after 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  reported  it  had  suffered  a  loss  of  more  than 
$40,000,000  on  its  cotton  insurance  program  for  1946,  due  principally  to  heavy 
losses  in  Ifest  Texas,     There  has  heen  considerahle  agitation  for  dropping  the 
crop  insurance  lorogram  entirely  and  this  pla,n  is  remrded  as  a  compromise 
measure  vAiich  its  sponsors  hope  \/ill  prove  the  need  for  crop  insurance. 

Under  terms  of  the  proposed  hill  the  counties  in  which  the  crop  insurance 
will  he  in  effect  will  he  selected  hy  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  will 
he  widely  scattered  over  the  farm  helt. 
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Trom  Chicago  Defender,  May  10  -      .  _  '  - 

E02HHAC2S  PUSH  U.  _  S.  AID  POP.  LIZlJ  ?A3IIS  ^  Washington  -  Southern  Con-  \ 
grcssmcn  enjoy  the  positive  support  of  many  Southern  ITcgro  leaders  in  the  * 
current  Conjrcssional  fight  against  slashing  approprip.tions  for  the  federal 
agricultural  program. 

Holding  that  the  v/elfarc  of  llegro  farmers  i s  "interlocked  with  that  of 
v;hite  farmers,  a  numher  of  Southern  Hegro  leaders  share  the  sentiments  of 
Bishop  J,  H,  Clc^yhorn,  president  of  the  fraternal  Council  of  ITegro  Churches 
in  America,  who  appealed  last  v;cek  to  President  Trtun.^n  to  continue  cotton 
crop  insurance, 

From  Ashevillc  (xT.C,)  Citizen,  May  2  - 

M3,  AITISHSOIT  A1II3  THU!  H0RS3  -  Editorial  -  ^hc  trouhle  v/ith  farming,  as 
some  sago  once  remnrkod,   is  that  its  methods  arc  onl^^  a  scries  of  "inherited 
motions,"    3i.it  oosolote  agriculture  is  not  the  v/holo  trou'blc.     The  v/orst 
trou'ole  i/ith  farming  is  that,  too  -much  of  the  time,   it  does  not  pay. 

If  the  pro'blcm  is  economic,  v^here  'best  is  it  to  Ic  attacked?    We  thinJc 
that  the  ncv/  solution  offered  "b-j  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  Anderson  is  at 
lea,st  v/orthy  of  discussion.    Ho  proposes  a  futv.re  program  of  "organized,  sus- 
ta,incd  and  realistic  a"bundanco"  rather  than  crop  limitation,  v/ith  "floors 
under  consui:rption"  as  well  as  under  farm  prices. 

This,  you  may  s?.y  ,  is  a  proposed  retrea.t  from  the  farm,  policies  of  the 
l^cw  Deal,    To  an  extent,  that  festimatc  is  correct. 

Secretary  Anderson  would  revise,  a,nd  even  reverse  this' policy,  Pcrho,ps 
at  long  last  he  has  put  the  horse  'before  the  cart,    Uxplaining  this  program 
to  a  House  comiTiittee  last  v/eek,  Mr,  Anderson  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  "main- 
ta,ining  sta'bility  of  prices  at  levels  fa,ir  to  "both  producers  and  consumer. 
Anything  loss  lca,ds  to  wa,stc  and  to  general  economic  conditions  v/hich  pono^ 
lize  a'bundo.ncc, "    In  short,  the  government  contemplates  (after  1948)  a  pro- 
gram which  gu.arantees  a  level  of  consumption  rather  than  one  v;hich  assures 
a  c6rtain_ level  of  production. 

Such  a  program,  we  hope,  will  never  "be  necessary  except  in  dire  economic 
emcrgencyo    It  is  then,  hov/cver,    that  a'bundanco  should  'be  the  key  to  farm 
recovery  rather  than  scarcity,    A  permanent,  worka'blc  farm  prograjji  mry  Tdg 
unattaina'ble,  "bvit  at  least  the  proposed  nev;  remedy  makes  morc_  sense  than  pay- 
ing the  farmer  for  not  producing  something  that  someone  really  needs. 


Prom  Lr.ncastcr  (Pa..)  Intelligencer  Journal,  May  6  -  _       _  . 

TH:]'iS47  'I'/I-ISAT  crop  -  Tiiditorial  -  Chicago  grain  circles  predict  the  1947 
wheat  crop  v/ill  he  sufficient  for  the  export  trade. after  a.ll  domestic  needs 
are  satisfied  and  enough  i^rill  "be  loft  for  a  su'bstantial  carry-over  at  the  end 
of  the  season. 

Conflicting  reports  from  p.'broad  o.s  to  prospective  production  has  given 
rise  to  opinions  in  the  trade  that  crop  damage  in  I>arope  is  "being  exag,;erated 
purposely  in  the  hope  of  influencing  sentiment  in  this  country  to  provide 
fvirther  relief. 
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6031c) 

From  New  York  Times,  May  28  - 

RECURRING  EAJVIINE  IS  FEARED  IN  CHINA-Nanking-Starvation  is  creeping 
again  into  the  famine  corridor  of  southern  Hunan  and  northern  Kv.'angsi,  v/here 
last  year  tens  of  thousands  died  of  hunger. 

Reports  reaching  here  from  foreigners  connected  mth  relief  work 
in  Hengyang  say  that  deaths  are  already  occurring.    It  is  declared  that 
this  is  happenj.ng  while  thousands  of  tons  of -food  from  the  United  Nations 
Relief  and  Rehabilitation  Administration  is  being  sold  on  the  streets  of 
Hunan  cities  and  while  warehouses  hold  large  stocks  of  UI\fRRA  rice,  flour, 
canned  goods,  milk,  soup  poivder  and  other  provisions. 


V,  J)Ji  y  DAILY  FARM  NE^^S  DIGEST 
^   (For  May  28,  1947) 


GERMN  FOOD  HIGH,  RUSSIANS  DECURE:  CLABi  THEY  MEET  RATIONS  IN  THEIR 
ZONE  BETTER  TffiiN  IN  ft^EST— ADMIT  DELAY-Berlin-^n  official  report  of  the  Russian 
military  admihistration  asserted  today  that  "rations  in  the  Soviet  zone  are 
steady  and  the  population  receives  all  the  food  it  is  entitled  to  according 
to  ration  cards," 

Claiming  generally  higher  rations  for  Germans  in  their  zone  than 
in  others,  the  Russian  authorities  nevertneless  admitted  delays  in  deliveries 
and  cited  the  punishment  of  a  German  food  supply  chief  as  an  example  ol  the 
action  taken  against  mismanagement  by  Germans,    'Ihe  Russians  also  officially 
disclosed  difficulties  in  obtaining  the  potato  ration  and  announced  the 
substitution  of  dehydrated  potatoes,  and  tinned- or  salt  vegetables  until 
the  new  harvest.    The  over  all  picture,  however,  according  to  the  Russians 
is  good  for  their  zone.     '  * 


U.S.  LOSES  PRESTIGE  BY  ACTION  ON  FOOL-Geneva-Bfost  of  the  delegates 
to  the  trade  conference  here  appear  to  agree  that  the  United  States  has 
suffered^a  loss  of  prestige  over  the  House  of  Representatives'  vote  on  the  wool 
tariff  bill  and  that  its  bargaining  position  here  has  been  weakened. 

When  the  conference  was  resumed  this  morning  it  was  clear  that 
the  Australians,  New  Zealanders  and  South  Africans  were  solid  on  the  wool 
issue.    It  seems  clear  that  the  United  States  cannot  obtain  the  abolition 
01  empire  preferences  uiiLess  it  is  prepared  to  make  a  tariff  reduction  offer 
acceptable  to  the  Dominions,  including  those  whose  chief  export  is  wool. 

^  S  R  A  R  Y  I  • 
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From  Nev/  York  Times,  May  28  - 


■  NETT  ZEALAND  MANUFACTURERS  PROTEST-Auckland-^J .  J.  Truscott,  president 
of  the  l^ew  Zeqland  Manufacturers  Federation,  declared  today  tnat  "unless 
Americans  come  off  their  high  horse,  tnere  never  T/ill  be  a  final  satisfactory 
solution  to  world  trade  problems," 

Commenting  in  an  interview  on  the  United  States  wool  bill,  Y.t, 
Truscott  said,  "If  carried,  the  wool  bill  will  force  us  to  adopt  British 
Empire  pref erence-"-"-"-Americans  seem  inclined  to  bar  New  Zealand  butter  and 
cheese  and  take  hides  only  vrhen  it  suits  them.    If  wool  noi'^  is  banned,  any 
possible  chance  for  a  reciprocal  trade  arrangement  vrith  Australia  and  Nevr 
Zealand  land  will  be  killed," 


HOUSE  VOTES  189-170  POL  FAMi  fUM)  CUT-Washington-Economy  advocates 
won  a  major  round  today  in  their  fight  to  cut  $3^3,427,7/42  from  the  budget 
of  the  Agriculture  Department  of  $1,188,000,000  for  1948,    The  House,  by 
roll  call  count  of  189  to  170,  upheld  its  Appropriation  Committee's  procedure 
in  Toriting  into  the  farm  supply  bill  legislative  provision  eliminating 
$183,000,000  from  the  budget. 


From  N.y,  Journal  of. Commerce,  Hay  28  ~ 

SUa4R  DEADLII^  EXPECTED  TO  HOLD:  VALIDATION  OF  ANOTHER  STMP  TOLL 
MKE  SUPPLIES  FOR  HOUSEHOLDERS  AIi'iPI^-Government  action  taken  in  making  available 
immediately  a  new  stamp  vfhich  v/as  to  become  effective  originally  on  June  1 
and  announcing  that  another  stamp  vdll  be  validated  on  Aug.  1  led  many 
trade  observers  to  believe  that  rationing  controls  are  not  likely  to  end  before 
the  scheduled  deadline  of  Oct.  31, 

Once  the  August  stamp  becomes  avilaole,  most  housev/ives  vdll  find 
that  effective  rationing  is  a  thing  ol  the  past,  since  they  will  have 
supplies  mth  another  10  pound  stamp  to  cash, 

MeanY>rhile,  the  pressure  to  move  supplies  from  first  hand  sellers 
is  over  v/ith  the  improved  demand  developed  with  the  warmer  v;eather. 


GILlfER  DEFENDS  PRECE  SUPPORT  PLAN:  CITES  DIFFERENCES  BETT;EEN  SUPPORT 
LEVEL  AND""MARKET  PRICES-Price  support  programs  have  saved  consumers  much 
more  than  the  programs  cost  because  farmers  have  not  had  to  worry  much  about 
prices  and  have  therefore  maintained  record  breaking  farm  production  both 
during  the  "war  and  in  the  past  tvro  years,  declared  Jesse  B.  GiMcr,  administrator 
of  the  ^reduction  and  Marketing  Administration  and  president  of  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corp. 

Mr.  Gilmer  spoke  yesterday  at  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  City  Food 
Advisory  Committee.    Mr,  Gilmer  emphasized  the  great  demand  for  food, 
existing^in  this  coimtry,  stressing  that  the  price  support  levels  for  most 
commodities  are  much  lower  than  the  actual  prices  received  by  farmers  today. 
As  an  example  he  cited  the  price  of  hogs,  saying  as  of  April  15,  "the  support 
level  was  $15.50  a  hundred  Ibs.j  the  price  vras  $24,30." 

One  of  the  biggest  factors  in  the  cost  of  food  today  is  the  high 
cost  of  distribution  which  results  from  the  consumer's  demand  for  "service," 
Mr,  Gilmer  stated, 
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From  Houston  (Tex,)  Chronicle,  May.  19  - 


BOXCARS  FOR  TSXA.S  CROP  STORED  -  A-bout  1750  l}oxcars  have-  heen  stored 

in  Texas  hv  the  Burlington' Lines,  awaiting  the  liarvest  of  Texas''  largest  wheat 
crop,  estimated  at  100,000,000  "bushels,  Ralph  Budd  of  Chicago,  president  of 
the  ^lorlia^ton,   said  here  Monday,  _ 

"Tlais  is  ahout  75  per  cent  more  cars  than  for  former  harvests,"  he  said, 
"Put  this  is  an  unusually  "big  one," 


From  G-reenville  (S.C.)  lTev;s,  May  21  - 

MORS  POTATO  TROUBLE  -  Editorial  -  The  government  is  encountering  diffi- 
culties in  its  pota.to  price  support  program  for  the  nev/  crop  and  it  appears 
prohahle  that  the  dunrping  program  this  season  will  follow  the  pattern  of  last 
year, 

Alread.;:"  some  dujnping  has  "been  resorted  to  and  unless  the  markets  can  take 
m.ore  potatoes  there  may  "be  even  greater  losses  of  this  important  food  product 
than  last  year, 

Rav/  potatoes  are  not  easily  shipped  ahroad.     For  that  reason  they  have 
not  heen  more  extensively  utilized  to  feed  the  hungry  of  other  lands.    But  it 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  government  has  hegun  experiments  in  mass 
dehytoation  and  canning  of  potatoes  as  a  means  of  conserving  surplus  stocks. 
If  these  experiments  turn  out  v/ell,  it  should  "be  possible  .to  maize  potatoes 
more  readily  available  for  relief  and  sales  ahroad. 

At  the  same  time,  hov/ever,   the  price  support  program  should  "be  modified 
in  such  manrier  as  to  make  surplus  potatoes  available  to  domestic  cons.um.ers  at 
prices  which  would  encourage  consumption.     If  the  government  is  going  to  lose 
money  on  potatoes,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  consumers  should  not  hei-.efit 
from  its  transactions  as  well  as  the  producers. 


From  Mohile  (Ala.)  Register,  May  19  -  . 

PSESIDEITT  SHOULD  ALSO  BE  COiTCERlISD  OVER  PROBLEM  OF  SUTJLUS  POTATOES 
Editorial  -  President  Truman  says  he  is  "deeply  concerned"  over  the  recent 
rise  in  farm  land  prices. 

At  his  request.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  has  called  a  conference 
for  ^une  9  which  the  President  hopes  v/ill  "bring,  "a  specific  program  of  methods 
of  discouraging  further  inflation  in  farm  real  estate  prices  and  unwise  expan- 
sion of  farm  de"bts,  " 

Department  of  A.griculture  figures  show  an  increase  of  92  per  cent  in  farm 
land  prices  over  the  1935-39  level,  of  which  12  per  cent  occurred  dxiring  the 
past  year. 

President  Truman's  concern  may  l)e  quite  justified,    A  wild  iDoom  and 
terrific  crash  in  farm  land  prices  could  leave  man^y  Am-rican  farmers  in  distress 
an  e:qperience  v/hich  came  to  many  after  the.  first  World  V7ar, 

However,  if  the  President  is  concerned  alDout  farm  land  prices,  he  should 
also  "be  concerned  ahout  another  farm  prohlem  —  the  potato  surplus.     The  dump- 
ing and  destroying  of  a  large  quantity  of  potatoes  —  an  estimated  fifty  tone 
—  in  3aldv/in  County  the  past  v/eek  ujiderscores  the  potato  surplus  proolem,'  ■ 
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Trora  St,  Paul  (Minn.)  Pioneer  Press,  May  24  - 

infflSAT  TO  AGRICULTUUS  -  Editorial  -  One  part  of  the  House  Appropriations 
committee's  iDill  cutting  agricultural  funds        alDout  400  million  dollars 
stands  ou.t  as  a  direct  threat  to  the  farmers  of  this  country.    That  is  true 
despite  the  real  victory  voted  the  rural  electrification  program  v/ith  only  a 
10  per  cent  reduction,  and  the  committee' s  skill  and  judgment  in  at  least 
some  of  its  choices  as  hetv/een  applying  meat  ax  or  scalpel  in  making  specific- 
cuts. 

The  danger  arises  from  the  committee' s  vote  to  follow  up  a  drastic  slash 
this  year  with  a  complete  knockout  of  all  funds  for  the  AAA  county  and  communi- 
ty coiiimittee  s.ystem  and  their  soil  conservation  and  use  payments  tegiming  on 
July  1,  1948. 

This  would  mean  ending  the  system  for  production  controls  ar.d  for  imple- 
menting federal  farm  price  supports,     ^hus  it  would  in  effect  wipe  out  the 
federal  farm  price  protection  program  entirely  iDefore  there' s  real  assvjrance 
of  enacting  any  program  to  take  its  place.     Indeed,  this  proposition  is  heing 
coupled  openly  v;ith  demands  "by  various  publications,  includin-:^  the  Minneapolis 
press,  for  ending  formerally  any  price  support  program  at  all, 

American  farmers  thtis  are  in  great  danger  of  "being  led  into  the  same 
punishing  coraoination  of  huge  surpluses  and  disastrous  prices  th^t  hit  them 
after  the  last  war. 

Prom  ColtuTahia  (S,C.)  State,  May  17  - 

A  STAHTLIHG  STATISiTrO.  Editorial  -  Among  the  proposals  awaiting  con- 
gressional approval  is  a  hill,  said  to  "be  influentially  hacked,  to  set  up 
a  co-operative  program  for  control  of  forest  insects  and  diseases,  the  cost 
to  he  shared  hy  federal  and  state  governments  and  private  landowners. 

That  seems  to  he  a  reasonable  and  sound  program,  hut  the  statistic  v/hich 
is  difficult  for  the  layman  to  believe  is  offered  by  the  department  of  agri- 
culture v;hich  declares  the  program  would  save  money  and  has  offered  figu.res 
to  prove  that  forest  losses  to  insects  and  diseases  are  twice  as  great  as 
those  caused  by  forest  fires. 

To  the  layman  this  seems  unbelievable.     Certainly  hereabouts  no 
appreciable  damage  by  insects  and  diseases  can  be  detected  by  the  average  care- 
ful observer.     It  may  be  that  some  things  are  present  that  are  not  apparent 
to  the  :iaked  eye.    But  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  in  the  flourishing 
woods  of  our  countryside  there  are  forces  at  v/ork  more  destructive  than  a 
raging  forest  fire  which  kills  young  trees  up  to  considerable  size. 

From  Seattle  (Wash.)  Miay  18  - 

OJ  SP'ECIAL  SIC-lTIPICAiTCS  -  Editorial  -  Good  news  from  time  to  time  cones 
from  i^ashington  State  College  indicating  progress  in  a  lorogram  to  save  precious 
Eastern  Vfeshington  soil  from  erosion.    Latest  report  is  of  completion  of  a 
25-year  program  to  deteiraine  best  iaethods  of  keeping  nitrogen  in  the  ground  to 
conserve  the  topsoil  and  maintain  yield. 

The  fertile  acres  of  the  Palouse  country  and  other  areas  in  that  section 
01  the  state  are  among  the  world' s  most  pro'-if ic  producers  of  wheat.  Their 
deterioration  v/ould  be  a  serious  blow  to  V/ashington  agriculture,    l^o  conserva- 
tion program,  therefore,  is  of  greater  significance  to  the  state's  economy  than 
the  encouragement  of  effective  scientific  methods  to  combat  erosion, 
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Frcm  New  York  Times,  May  29  - 

'  FDOD  COUNCIL  'PUTS  PrJlLEY  Th  EUROPE:  Eiu.bEb  PKLVluUb  PWm  M  SETS  GOtjJEREI\'CE 
IN  THE  REGION  7,iHERE  STEPS  .JIE  NEEDED-k^ieshington-The  International  Entrgency 
Food  Cotincil  today  voted,,  10  to  1,  that  the  crisis  in  bread  rations  v.jas  such 
as  to  necessitate  calling  a  special  cereals  conference  in  Europe  before  the 
tlTird  week  in  July,- 

The  titne  limit  set  was  to  make  possible  a  system  of  collection  and  management 
of  new  crops  as  they  co^-ie  in,,  so  that  they  will'  not  be  dissipated-,  hoarded  or 
black  marketed,  particularly  in  the  occupied  countries.    The  hope^ is  to  preclude 
another  crisis  next  spring. 

As  part  of  the  same  resolution,  the,IEPC  voted  to  ask  its  parent  organization 
the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization,  to  invite  the  responsible  ministers  of 
the  member  governments  to  such  a  conference,  -  • 

Swept  aside  by  this  action  was  the  resolution  formulated  by  the  drafting 
committee  appointed  at  the  Monday  meeting  of  lEIG,  Trhich  would  have  had  the  lEFC 
itself  call  the  meeting  in  T/ashington, 

The  resolution,,  as.  voted,  backed  up' the  request  made  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Clinton  P.   Anderson  in  a  formal  letter,  read  Monday  by  Dr.  Dennis  A,  FitzGerald, 
Director  General  of  the  FAO. 

Informally  and  orally  Mr,  Anderson,  as  United  States,  member  of- the  council, 
told  the  members  Monday  he  did  not  care  virhether  the  cereals  conference  Mias  held 
in  Europe  or  this  country. 


U.N.  ASKS  NATIONS"  TO  PRODUCE  DATA  ON  FOOD  THEY  CAN  GIVE  TO^^NEEDY-Lake  Success - 
Secretary 'General  Trygve  Lie  has  asked  members  of  the  United  Nations  for  state- 
ments of  the  relief  supplies  they. are  prepared  to  give  to  the""Vifar  devastated 
countries • 

In  a  brief  questionnaire,  made  public  here  today,  Mr,  Lie  requested  each  of 
the  fifty  five  mxmber  Governments  to  specify  the  contributions  it  would  make 
after  the  termination  on  June  30  of  the  United  ^^ations  Relief  and  Rehabilitation 
Administration,  ' 


U.S.  SCANS  STaTE  PRICE  UJ.'S  AS  BARS  TO  LIVING  COST  CUT-^'ashington-The 
Government  is  undertaking  a  broadscale  study  of  so  called  fair  trade  lav-s 
throughout  the  countrj?"  in  its  latest  effort  to  bring  about  a  general  lowering 
prices  to  consumers,  it  Taa  learned  today. 

At  least  three  Federal  offices  are  cooperating  in  the  project  at  the  present 
time.    They  are:  The  Federal  Trade  Commission,  which  is  canvassing  businessmen 
to  determine  how  consumer  |)rice  levels  .in  several  industries  are  f  jjced,  or 
"established  or  suggested"  by  manufacturers. 

The  ^'resident's  Council  of  Economic   "dvisers,  vfhich  is  considering  the 
whole  problem  of  how  state  and  local  laws  pertaining  to  price  fixing  and  based 
on  Federal  legislation  might  be  used  as  barriers  to  further  reductions  of  prices. 
The  Office  of  John  R,  Steelraan,  Assto  .to  the  President,  v/ho  is  coordinating  for 
President  Truman  the  Government's  consideration  of  fair  trade  regulations  in 
their  relation  to  prices.    -  -  Farm  Digest  1125-47 


Prom  Nevj-  York  Times,  May  29  - 

;.SKS  PE.NCE  ALONG  BORDER:  AGEICULTURE  AD^^SOT.Y  GROUP  SEES  \!KI  TO  GUT  DISEASE 
PROM  miCO-Vjashin^^ton-An  iigriculturo  Dopartment  advisory  committee  lu-gea 
today  'that  a  fence  be  built  along  the  Mexican  United  States  border  in  an 
effort  to  keep  the  foot  and  mouth  disease  from  spreadlr^g  -bo  livestock  m 

the  United  States.  ,  ^^aa 

The  committee,  appointed  recently  by  Secretary  Olmton  P.  person   s  aid 
there  was  grave  danger  of  the  disease  being  brought  into  this  country  b^- 
\anauthorized  movement  of  livestock  across  the  boundary. 


"  BUYER'S  M.'-RKP:T  IN  CANDY  IS  SEEN-Chicago-Gonf ectionery  manufacturers  v/ere 
informed  today  that  a  buyer's  market  iias  develoning  in  some  essential  candy 
ingredients  and  that. sugar  allocations  probably  would  be  increased  soon. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  May  29  - 

ASK  CONTINUATION  OF  GRi'ilN  GONTROLS-lYashington-Continuation  of  export 
controls  on  grains  and  grain  products  until  the  end  of  this  year,  and  possibly 
for  three  months  after  that  time,  was  today  asked  by  representatives  of  the 
grain  trade. 

Appearing  before  Senator  John  Cooper's  subcommittee  of  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee,  ''.'illiam  C,  Schilthuis,  representing  the  ^"^orth  /merican  Export  Grain 
Association  and       B,  Fox  appearing  for  the  National  Grain  Trade  Council 
both  supported  this  view  but  held  that  the  Government  should  r  eturn  to  the 
private  trade  the  business  of  supplying  export  wheat  to  foreign  claimants. 

Representing  flour  millers,  as  distinct  from  the  foregoing  grain  associa- 
tions, Martin  Smith  of  the  Flour  Millers'  Export  Association  testified  in  favor 
of  the  measure  providing  for  extension  of  the  Export  Control  Act,    The  only 
pending  legislation  would  provide  a  one  year  extension  of  the  act* 


SUGAR  ALLOTIvEENTS-Third  quarter  sugar  allotments  for  industrial  users  vdll 
be  75  percent  of  the  base  period  and  for  the  fourth  period  the  same  base  vdll 
apply  for  one  month  to  the  end  of  rationing  controls  on  Oct.  3l«    l-^hile  no 
official  announcement  has  been  made,  trade  sources  say  that  this  report  is 
official. 


CANNED  POOD  RF:PQF,,TS-Census  Bureau  issues  first  in  its  revised  s(-:ries  of 
monthly  canned  food  reports,  revealing  that  April  shipments  of  five  major 
canned  vegetable  products  v/ere  off  half  a  million  cases  from  March  and  sharply 
below  a  year  ago.    Stocks  of  14  items  have  dropped  7  percent  during  the  month. 


Farm  Digest  1125-47-2 


/ 


-  3  - 

Prom  Watertown  (U.Y. )  Daily  Times,  May  26  - 

HIGH  TAHIPPS  km  OUR  EE¥  WORLD  ROLE  -  Editorial  -  The  house  of  repre- 
sentatives has  dealt  the  Truman  Doctrine  a  treacherous  "blow.    At  a  time  v/hen 
we  are  spending  "billions  in  an  effort  to  restore  Europe's  economy,  the  house 
has  increased  the  tariff  on  wool  as  the  first  in  a  series  of  moves  to  "build 
up  nev/  tariff  harriers  and  prevent  Europe  from  trading  with  us, 

Washington  correspondents  say  thit  it  is  extremely  likely  that  the  senate 
will  accept  the  house  amendment  and  the  wool  tariff  will  "he  increased  unless 
President  Truman  vetoes  the  "bill  which  is  held  to  he  entirely  possihle,  I'Jhat 
makes  this  action  of  congress  particularly  distressing  is  Ihat  it  is  con- 
strued as  a  major  "policy-setting"  move  and  indicates  a  general  uptrend  in 
tariff  rates, 

Europe  cannot  he  rehahilitated  simply  hy  shipping  food  there  and  loaning 
money.    That  meets  the  immediate  need  "but  we  cannot  keep  on  doing  that  indefi- 
nitelj;-,    Tlie' long- time  ohjective  of  this  relief  program  is  to  restore  Europe's 
productivity,  both  in  agricultural- products  and  in  manufactured  goods, 

Vi/hat  good  is  the  restoration  of  Europe's  productive  capacity  if  there  are 
no  markets  for' Europe' s  goods?    We  cannot  keep  on  sell?:.^-^  Europe  $15,000,000,000 
worth  of  goods,  as  we  did  last  year,  and  "buying  only  $8,000,000,000  worth  of 
European  exports  unless  we  supply  the  money  to  make  up  the  difference.  Surely 
that  is  elemental, 

IVhat  these  economic  isolationists  in  congress  are  trying  to  do  is  to  pro- 
vide money  for  the  restoration  of  European  economy,  on  the  one  hand,  and  then, 
through  the  imposition  of  high  tariffs,  prevent  Europe  selling  anything-  here 
once  that  economy  is  restored. 


From  Dallas  (Texas.)  IJews,  May  22  - 

HOLDIHG  THE'  WOOL  MG  -  Editorial  -  Consumers  and  taxpayers  have  heen  hold- 
ing the  hag  for  -America' s  wool  producers,  to  enahle  them  to  make  ahnormal 
profits,    Americans  still  pay  wartime  prices  for  mooI  clothing,  and  men's 
suits  are  expeksted  to  he  even  higher  next  fall,  "because  Uncle  Sam  has  been 
huyins  virtually  all  the  wool  produced  in  this  country  in  the  last  four 
years  —  and  "buying  at  much  higher  than  market  prices,    V/hen  the  government 
sells  this  wool,  it  must  sell  it  at  the  market  price.    This  usually  means  sell- 
ing at  a  loss. 

The  v;ool  growers  also  insist  upon  an  addition  to  the  present  34c  a  pound 
tariff  on  wool  and  a  floor  tax  on  all  imported  wool  in  this  country.  These 
measures  wpuld  impose  additional  hurdens  on  the  consumer  and  would  drive 
even  higher  pE,ices  of  woolen  goods,  which  manufacturers  and  dealers  would  like 
to  produce,      hese  proposals  were  a  serious  handicap  to  our  delegates  at  the 
recent^  Geneva' trade  "barriers.    They  run  counter  to  our  reciprocal  trade  pro- 
gram and  to  the  President's  efforts  to  get  prices  dowi  from  their  wartime 
levels* 

Both  the  governmeht' s  wartime  wool  imports  and  its  hi:iying  up  of  the  domes- 
tic clip  at  ahove-market  prices  may  have  heen  justified  when  a  hig  wool  supply 
was  needed  to  clothe  and  supply  our  armed  forces  —  though  it_  turned  out 
that  these  measures  "brought  a  higger  stockpile  than  v/as  needed.    let  the  war 
is  over  now,  and  the  nation  must  return  to  a  peacetime  econoity  .  ' 
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I'von  Coliim'bia  (S,C,)  State,  May  23  - 

DSSTRUCTIOlv  Of  POTATOES  -  Editorial  -  The  Department  of  Agricultiire 
admits  that  Canada  grown  potatoes  are  "bding  sold  in  the  South  ^-zhile  produce 
from  this  section  have  "been  destroyed  hecause  they  were  of  inferior  quality 
and  no  one  v/ould  iDuy  them.     Some  11,500  l)ushels  are  said  to  have  teen  "burned. 

Ho  douht  the  little  culls  could  not  find  a  market  in  the  general  sense. 
At  the  same  time  our  armed  forces  face  the  tlireat  of  food  riots  in  G-ermany 
Tdc cause  the  G-ermans  are  huxgry. 

It  is  to  "be  expected  that  some  red  tape  would  attach  to  any  effort  to  have 
the  Southern  culls  shipped  overseas  in  order  to  stop  European  hunger.    At  the 
same  time  it  is  difficult  to  "believe  that  a  certain  amount  of  enterprise  on 
the  part  of  the  proper  authority  would  not  have  snipped  this  red  tape,  e,t 
least  to  the  point  of  having  the  potatoes  stored  or  dehydrated,  for  which  they 
would  have  served. 

It  V70uld  have  "been  a  good  day' s  work. 


I'rora  Montgomery  (Ala,)  Advertiser,  May  22  - 

mSTE  ITOr,  MT  NOT  -  Editorial  -  There  is  so  much  stark  need  of  food  in 
various  parts  of  the  world  it  is  strange  that  the  American  farmer  should  "be 
forced  to  destroy  what  he  cannot  dispose  of  in  glutted  home  markets.  Some- 
thing is  radically  wrong  with  our  present  system  of  distri'bution  and  storage 
when  it  "becomes  necessary  for  growers  to  "buru  potatoes  here  in  Ala'bama  or 
expose  perisha"ble  grains  to  the  elements  in  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas  "because 
these  foods  are  not  in  immediate  demand  here  at  home.    Something,  too,  is 
wrong  with  our  international  relief  organization  if  it  ca.nnot  find  some  say 
to  siphon  off  the  American  suinoius  to  those  countries  mc^t  in  need  of  v;hat 
our  prod-ucers  are  having  to  throw  away. 

If  it  is  up  to  us  to  prevent  sta-rvation  in  Europe,  why  not  ship  Baldwin's 
excess  potatoes  and  Squeed_unlr' s  extra  wheat  to  hungry  Britain  or  France  or 
Holland  or  even  Germany  and  Italy?     This  vast  foreign  market  could  a'bsor'b 
everything  we  produce  in  the  way  of  unneeded  surpluses.     If  immediate  trans- 
portation is  inrpossitile,  we  should  have  no  insolu"ble  pro"blem  in  so -far  aa 
storage  is  concerned.    In  this  age  of  quick-freezing  and  long-keeping,  it  is 
inconceiva"ble  that  anj'-thing  except  very  perisha"ble  foodstuffs  should  "be 
allowed  to  spoil.    Hungry  people  should  he  glad  to  get  any  surplus  at  reduced 
prices  that  would  certainly  please  producers  "better  than  if  they  had  to 
stand,  a  dead  loss  "by  exposure  of  inexcusahle  destruction. 


From  Boston  (Mass.)  C-lohe,  May  22  - 

SLIGHTLY  C0CO"YED  ECOHOI^  -  Editorial  -  At  direction  of  the  Federal 
Agriculture  Department,  kerosene  has  lately  "been  poured  upon  tons  of  Ala'bama*  s 
seasonal  potato  crop  rated  as  "surplus"  "because  of  a  "glutted"  market.  This 
act  repeated  the  process  "by  which,  last  Decem"ber,  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
tons  of  the  proudest  product  of  Maine' s  Aroostook  County  were  left  in  the 
fields  to  freeze  and  rot.    The  theory  is  that  such  governmental  action 
sustains  a  fair  price-level  for  the  farmer. 
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Prom  New  Tork  Herald  TrilDunc,  May  19  - 

CIAY  SSRIVH'IG  TO  TELL  GSEMAITS  OP  U.S.  POOD  AID;  PULL-SCAL3  PU13LICITY  DRIVE 
IS  0RDS33D  TO  COUi^l^RACT  REDS'  HUITGSE  PROPAGAEDA      Berlin  -  General  Lucius 
D.  Clay  disclosed  today  thp.t  he  and  his  staffs  have  started  an  extensive 
campaign  1:    press  and  radio  to  toll  hungry  Germans  the  ^full  story"  of 
American  effort s_  to  provide  them  with  food.     One  purpose,  he  said,  wa-s  to 
countera.ct  Communist  propaganda  stressing  the  food  shortages  in  the  western 
occupation  zones. 

The  Anericpii  Military  Governor  said  ho  had  ordered  his  staffs  to  undcr- 
trJce  a  full-scale  information  campaign  "by  press  and  radio 


PARTY  CEISP  URGES  EPPORT  -  Berlin  -  Kurt  Schumacher,  chief  of  the  Social 
Democratic  prxty,  has  asked  his'  followdrs  to  do  their  utmost  to  turn  in  sur- 
plus foods,  it  wa.s  disclosed  toda;%     "The  fixed  percentage  of  farmers'  de- 
liveries should  "be  increased,  "  he  was  quoted  "by  his  deputy,  Priedrich  Heidc, 
as  saying,     "In  the  country  it  is  not  unusua-1  to  bake  a  wonderful  cake  v;hile 
people  in  cities  are  starving, 

"life  have  no  moral  right  to  a,sk  for  relief  from  foreign  countries  if  v/c 
don't  make  ever;-  possible  effort  to  help  ourselves," 


30,000-TOiI  DISTRI3UTI0H  -  Washington  -  The  American  ii'ilitary  Government 
will  dis.tri"butc  30,000  tons  of  food  from  special  stocks  set  aside  "for  pre- 
vention of  disea.se  and  unrest,  "  in  an  effort  to  coraliat  the  German  food  crisis. 


ITO  PR.jP.:RE1:TIAL  poods  POR  JAPAiT  TO  BE  SOUGHT  -  Hew  Delhi  -  General  Douglas 
MacArthur  does'  not  seek  preferential  treatment  for  the  Japanese  in  the  impor- 
tation of  food,  Willard  Egckvist,   chief  of  price  control  and  ra,tioning  division 
of  Allied  Headqup.rters  in  Japan,   said  today.    He  is  here  for  the  United  ilations 
Pood  and  Agricultural  Organization's  rice  conference. 


SL\M  COIIMAITDBEP.S  RICE  -  Bangkok  (UP)  -  The  government  of  Siara  began  to 
commp.ndcer  rice  today  in  order  to  thwart  merchants  and  millers  who  have  been 
hoarding  in  anticipation  of  higher  prices. 
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Jrom  IIcw  York- Journa.1  of  Commerce,  Hay  19  - 

V/OHlb  SUGAR  SITUATION  -  Despite  world-wide  efforts  .to  increase  food  pro- 
duction, the  early  crop  outlook  is  for  only  a  slight  increase  for  the  nev/  crop 
year,  accordin;];  to  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,     Several  import- 
ing countries  will  shov/  a  decline  in  grain  production.    Credits  will  be  one 
of  the  major  factors  in  foreign  trade  in  farm  products. 


SUQAR  lEI^AlTD  -  Beiaand  for  sugar  at  the  v/eekcnd  was  reported  to  be  shov/ing 
some  n-atural'  pick-up  based  on  improvement  in  weather  conditions  and  not  re- 
lated to  recent  action  taken  by  V'ashington,  ,  ,      World  sugar  production  is 
substantially  above  a  year  ago,  with  the  progress  toward  recovery  of  the 
European  beet  industry  substantial. 


CORIT  III  THZ]  LII'iSLIGHT  _  Corn  steals  center  of  grain    futures  stage  as 
prices  advance  sharply  on  b-uying  stimulated -by  small  country  offerings,  an 
acti\'-c  cash  demand,  and  "talk  of  possible  relaxation  of  export  controls'  to 
permit  sales  for  feeding  abroad,    Hew  crop  v;heat  also  is  strong,  but  .Hay  con- 
tract is  f ractioTially  lower,  - 


Y^RTILIZHR  US3  JTOS  13  P3R  C3KT  -  Washington  -  More  commercial  fettilizer 
was  used  by  Anorican  farmers  in  1946  than  in  any  previous  year,  the  ITp.tional 
iB'ertilizer  Association  reported  over  the  week-end, 

Maurice  H,  Lockwood,  president  of  the  association,  made  public  the 
association's  annual  report  on  consumption  which  sh6ws  that  approximately 
14,900,000  ton's- were  used  in  1946,  representing  an  increase  of  1,700,000  tons 
or  13  per  cent.    Above  1945,  the  previous  all-timo  peak.     Consumption  last 
year  wa.s  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the  average  aiinual  consumption  in  1935- 
1939,  '  the  period  immediately  preceding  the  ourbrcaic  of  World  War  II, 


From  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,  May  19 

R3TAIL  POOD  PRICES  SLIP,  OIPFSET  OTRm  C0:TSU!vr.;H  niEniX  RISE  -  Washington  - 
The  I'ureau  of  Labor  Statistics  yesterday  reported  retail  food  prices  dropped 
0.8  per  cent  betv/ecn  mid-iiarch  and  April  15,   the  costs  of  otherliving  essen- 
tials continued  to  advance. 

In    preliminary  estimates  on  retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  bought 
by  "moderate  income  city  fajnilies,."  the  bureau  said  overall  consumers' 
prices  dropped  slightly  after  hitting  a  record  high  in  I'-'ia,rch, 

Tlic  decline  in  retail  food  prices  more  than  offset  advances  in  other 
living  esscnticals  which  averages  less  than  0,5  per  cent,     The  consumer's 
price  index  dipped  from  the  midyMarch  high  of  156,3  to  an  estimated  156 
in  mid-April,    The  index  had  remained  slightly  over  153  from  mid-December  to 
mid-February,   out  rose  in  March, 
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rrora  Kansas  City  (Mo,)  Star,  May  9,  - 


-KJkD'f  POP.  GRAINS;  KA1TSA.S  GIT.  STOMGl  PAdlLITISS  ABE' III  'bSST  COiTDlTIOiT 
EVIiR  FOIL  DIG  IlkSxi  -  Kansas  City's  giant  grain  storage  facilities  are  Toeing  put 
in  shape  for  the  task  of  handling  am  expected  record  wheat  crop  which  will  Toe- 
gin  moving  late  next  month. 

And  the  network  of  yawning  "bins  never  has  "been  in  a.  "better  position  to  do 
the  joh.    Elevators  throughout  Greater  Kansas  City,  with  a  total  capacity  of 
61,232,000  "bushels,,  already  are  as  empty  as  they  ever  have  "been,  operators 
report.  ' 

A  large  part  of  the  5  3/4  million  "bushels  of  "grain  now  in  storage  "belong 
to  the  government's  Conraodity  Credit  corporation  and  contracts  call  for  it  to 
"be  moved  for  esport  "before  the  1947  wheat  rush  "begins. 

That  every  "bit  of  availa"ble  storage  space,  not  only  in  the  immediate  Kansas 
City  area  "but  also  through  Kansas,  will  "be  needed  is  a  conceded  fact.  The 
anticipated  "bumper  crop,  coupled  with  a  shortage  of  "boxcars  for  moving  the 
wheat  from  the  harvest  areas,  makes  that  certain. 


Irom  Baltimore  (Md.)  Sun,  fey  13  - 

$4  U.S,  IffiEAT  SEEN  IF  EXPORT  COilTROL  BiTBS  -  Washington  -  American  vrheat 
prices  may  rise  to  new  peaks  of  $4  a  "bushel  in  competition  v/ith  grain  from 
the  Argentine  if  export  controls  are  permitted  to  lapse  at  the  end  of  next 
inonth,  spokesmen  at  the  International  Emergency  Food  Council  predicted  today. 
Both  import  and  export  controls  are  scheduled  to  ekpire  June  30  unless  Congress 
acts  to  continue  them,  .A  bill  for  continuance  of . export  controls  for  another 
year  now  is  heing  considered  "by  a  su"bcommittee  of  the  House  Armed  Services 
Committee, 


From  St,  LoujLs  (Mo,)  Star-Times,  May  10  - 

U,  .S,  TO  LOST  $42  MILLIOIT  BY  SUPPORTING  EGG  PRICES  UlTIER  POLICY  ORIERED 
BY  COiTGIGSS  -  Washington  -  A"bout  a  quarter  of  the  $333,000,000  requested  "by 
the  administration  to  support  agricultural  prices  during  the  fiscal  year  1948 
will  "be  used  to  "buy  eggs* 

It  is  estimated  the  government  v/ill  lose  $42,899,00*0  on  the  egg  deals* 
The  purchase  of  eggs  to  keep  the  price  up  is  a  commitment  made  "by  Congress, 
not  the  v/him  of  some  "bureauErat  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  as  some 
critics  would  like  to  picture  it. 

To  meet  v/ar  needs  the  government  requested  expansion  of  production  in 
14  farm  commodities,  including  eggs.     Congress  passed  the  so-called  Stcagall 
amendment  guaranteeing  price  support  on  these  commodities.    Prices,  under  the 
law,  must  "bo  supported  at  not  less  than  90  per  cent  of  parity  or  compara'blc 
price  for  tv;o  years  after  the  declaration  of  the  end  of  hostilities  —  tha.t  is 
until  Decem'bcr  1,  1948, 
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From  Philadelphia  (Pa)  Bulletin,  May  13"-  " 

.  VJOOh  LAITGSR;  GAil  CAUSE  VAST  MIIAGE  -  Washington  -  The  hearings  upon 

the  reciprocal  trade  treaties  "before  the  Ways  and  Mesons  Coininittee  of  the  House 
are  drajnatically  demonstrating  that  American  farmers  not  only  gain  nothing 
"by  tariffs  on  their  produce  "but  are  curtailed  and  impoverished  "by  all  tariffs, 
their  ov/n  included* 

Hero  is  a  tj'pical  example,    Recently  the  wool  growers  of  the  West  made 
such  a  hullalDaloo  that  the  committee  not  only  voted  to  retain  a  great  import 
duty  on  v/ool  hut  to  add  a  national  suhsidy  to  maintain  an  even  more  exprhitant 
price  for  the  domestic  product. 

How  let's  see  how  this  helps  the  farmers  of  the  Uation, 
Toda.y  SOfj  of  all  v/ool  used  in  this  country  is  imported.     So  the  conse- 
quence of  this  alleged  help  is  that  while  a  small  group  is  enriched,  every 
other  fr,rmer,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  population,  pays  through  the  nose  hot 
only  for. the  small  amount  of  wool  the  West  produces  hut  for  the  80^  they  do 
not  produce,     It  is  estimated  that  hy  the  time     this  cost  is  reflected  in  the 
clothing  of  the  ITation,  the  people  pay  something  like  six  times  as  much  in 
extra  expense  as  the  total  gross  value  of  all  the  wool  grovm  in  the  United 
^tates, 

From  Ite-llas  (Tex,)  Times-Herald,  May  8  - 

THIS  liATIOn  WILL  EfiCLIl^  IP  SOIL  LOSS  COi?TIi?JES  -  Editorial  -  I>aring  the 
last  tv/o  decades  the  general  puhlic  has  "begun  to  give  soil  conservation  the 
•attention  it  deserves,  "but  many  individuals,  pa.r ticularly  city  dwcllers_  still 
think  of  it  as  a  pot  ho"b"by  of  theorists  and  chronic  v/orricrs. 

Land,  at  the  "beginning,  was  the  most  plentifu.l  resource  of  this  nation, 
Katurall-y,  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  we  have  lost 
hundreds  of  "billions  of  dollars  \\rorth  of  soil  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  for 
energetic  conservation. 

It  is  high  time  for  us  in  Texas  and  for  citizens  of  ncarls'  all  other  State 
to  realize  that  one  of  the  most  important,  if  not  a"bsolutcly  the  most  important 
tasks  for' this  country  is  to  conserve  and  re"build  the  soil.     If  this  task  is 
neglected,  ultimate  decline  of  the  nation  is  ihevita"ble,  . 

Dr,  H,"  H,  Bennett,  chief  of  the  Soil  Conscrva,ti6n  Service,  is  now  in 
Tpxns  checking_up  on  the  progress  that  has  "been  made  toward  preventio.n  of  soil 
erosion  and  on  the  need  of  additional  measures  to  -forestall  this  loss  of  vital 
capital  wealth. 

Much  good  can  "be  done  "by  the  federal  agency  headed  "by  Dr,  Borjictt,  "but 
results  v;ill  fall  short  unless  the  state  and  local  effort  supplements  the 
federal  activity.     Certainly,  nothing  worthwhile  can  "bo  accomplished  v/ithout 
wholeheo.rted  cooperation  among  land  ov/ners. 

Prom  Buffalo  Courier-Express,  May  12  - 

POOD  POP.  l/HOM?  -  Editorial  -  A  slight  contrast  in  methods  of  treating  a 
defeated  nation  is  provided  "by  the  current  situation  in  P^omania,  ' 

Famine  is  rife  in  large  sections  of  Romania,    To  relieve  it  the  United 
States  has  poured  in  large  quantities  of  grain  and  other  emergency  food  sup- 
plies.    -0  increase  it  Russia  has    levied  a  demand  upon  Romania  for  400  car- 
Loads  of  v/hite  flour  to  help  feed  250,000  Russian  occupation  troops. 
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(The  nev/s|<s^rl>.^dimgazi'h^^'  from  /rhich  these  items  are  taken  are  on 
\  file  in  Press  ServiceJ^oom*"  414A .    Phone  O^ne  Harrison  at  603IO 

From  N3V/  York  Herald  Tribime/l.Hv  2^^0*9-^/ 

UcS.  BRITAIN  ACT  ON  ZONAI^P&53^  STRIKES:  COLLECTIONS  FRO!^  FARJ^^S  STEPPED - 
UP  BY  'FLXLNG  SQUADS'  OF  INSPECTORS-Berlin-^The  military  governors  of  the  American 
and  British  occupation  zones  in  Germany  today  urged  Germans  not  to  engage  in 
strikes  or  demonstrations  in  protest  against  the  food  crisis. 

"It  is  useless  and  childish  for  those  who  claim  to  lead/organize  the 
people  to  lay  the  blame  for  current  privations  on  Allied  shoulders,"  declared 
a  joint  statement  by  General  Lucius  D.  Clay  and  Air  Marshal  Sir  Sholto  Douglas. 
"They  should  realize  that  any  such  gestures  as  the  relinquishment  of  their  func-. 
tions  or  the  organization  of  mass  demonstrations,  particularly  in  working  hours, 
carjiot  have  the  slightest  influence  on  imports  of  food," 


U,S.  ZONE  BANS  CIGM^ETIIS  AT  B^^.TER  MRKET:  TP3:Y  MLL  NOT  BE  ACCEPTED  IN 
TPuADE- Frankfurt  Bk  Main-The  United  States    Army  struck  another  blow  at  the 
^'cigarette  economy"  in  occupied  Germany  today  by  announcing  that  no  cigarettes 
mil  be  accepted  in  trade  at  /^my  sponsored  barter  markets  after  June  1.  The 
order  follovred  by  twenty  four  hours  a  ;Jar  Department  ban  on  private  importation 
of  cigarettes  into  Merican  occupied  L-ermany  after  next  konuay. 


POTATO  DESTRUCTION  ASSAILED  IN  ROUSE:  SURPLUS  DiSPOS/iL  ATTACKED,  NEEDS 
OF  HUIvGRY  CITED-rashington-Representativo  J,  Caleb  Boggs,  Republican,  of  Delay  are 
said  today  that  the  government  is  destroAdng  potatoes  as  "surplus"  rrien  a  retail 
price  of  "nearly  $6  a  bushel"  makes  it  difficult  for  "low  income  people"  to 
buy  them. 

-■^^^    "This  whole  business  makes  my  blood  boil,"  Representative  Boggs  told 
the  House,  as  he  v^aved  tiTO  exhibits:  1,    A  news  picture  from  Foley,  Ala, ,shoi;'ing 
kerosene  being  poured  over  fifty  tons  of  Alabama  groTm  potatoes  because  of  a 
glutted  market. 

2,    A  grocery  stores  receipt  made  out  to  Representative  Boggs  shovang 
he  had  recently  purchased  ten  pounds  01  v;hite  potatoes  for  97  cents. 

Representative  Boggs  said  that  the  /dministration  "is  spending  the 
taxpayers'  money  to  destroy  the  food  •'.\'hich  hungry  peoples  need  and  whdch  many 
low  income  people  in  our  ovm  country  are  having  great  difficulty  in  buying," 


U.S.  EXPORTS  SKO'V  \%  RISE  IN  I'Ii\RCH:  SKLPIvIENTS  TO  ALL  P/iRTS  OF  FORLD 
REPORTED  UP-Yashington-Increased  shipments  to  all  parts  of  the  world  marked  the 
1$  percent  rise  in  March  exports  to  a  total  of  $1,327,300,000  the  Comraerce 
Department  reported  today,  , 
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Yrom  New  York,  H.erald  TribT;ine,  May  21  - 

-.  ASK  PACKERS  K)R  15-GEI'JT  RISE-Chicago-Tho'  ConArress  of  Industrial  Organiza- 
tions United  ^acld.ng house  T^orkcrs  todaj  notified  six  leading  meat  packers  of 
reopening  of  contracts  with  the  aim  of  obtaining  a  15  cents  an  hour  v:age 
increase  for  80, ,000  wo'x'i'.erSs 


Erom  N.Y.  Journal  of  Coramerce,  May  21  - 

SUGAR  CONTROL  WD  SOUGHT  IN  SENATE:  SENATORS  INTRODUCE  BILL  TO  BISCQNTINU 
RAIIOOTNG  IlvMEDIATELY-¥ashington-Sens.tors  ^^cCarthy  (Rep.  Ms.)  end  Bricker 
(Sep«  Ohio)  todajr  introduced  legislation  to  end  surar  Isationing  imediately. 

"I  am  confident  Congress  Y.rill  pass  this,"  McCarthy  told  reporters, 
"1'here  is  already  such  a  surplus  of  sugar  tlmt  it  is  novr  backing  up  in  varehouses,' 

McCarthy  said  ho  will  ask  the  Senate  Banking  Committee  for  an  immediate 

hearing, . 


*     CAMMED  POOD  SHIKIE^^TS-March  shoT/ed  a  continued  dovmtrend  in  canned. food 
shipments,  the  Census  Bureau  reports.    On  a  per  diem,  basis,  they  were  dovm  14- 
percent  from  February  and  7i"  percent  belov;  the  19^+4-45  average  „  Cumulative 
shipments  from  Jan,  1  were  20  percent  below  last  year.    Production,  while  up 
for  the  month,  is  running  beliind  a  .year  ago  also. 


GR^\IN  ADVANCE-l'Theat  and  corn  futures  register  advances  ol  5  cents  or 
more  per  bushel  with  a  broad  volume  of  bujdng  and  short  covering  influenced  by 

absence  of  May  contract  tender,  export  needs,  and  rust  talk  from  the  Southwest, 
Bullish  sentiment  is  furthered  by  reports  of  Government  grain  and  flour  p\irchases, 
mill  buying  of  wheat  against  flour  export  sales,  and  further  unv.^.nted -grains  over 
considerable  portions  of  the  grain  belt. 


CONSUIIERS  CfflDED  ON  PRICE  DayiNTjS-.Pittsburgh-Desoitc  real  earnings  that 
are  50  percent  higher  timn  those  in  the  mid  tv/enties,  consumers  expect  sharplv 
lovrered  prices.    Martin  Gainesbrugh,  chief  economist  of  the  National  Industrial 
Conference  Board,  today  told  the  Midwestern  spring  conference  at  the  Controllers 
Institute  of  /jnerica. 

Various  local  experiments  made  by  retailers  disclose  that  shoppers 
expect  cuts  ranging  as  deep  as  25  to  30  percent,  ho  said. 

"Although  consumers  recognize  in  many  instances  that  the  prices  of 
their  labor  services  to  the  economy  have  gone  up,  they  still  com.pare  the  cost 

of  today's  car  mth  that  of  1941,  or  of  today's  shirt  at  $3.95  with  its  counter- 
part of  $lo60  prewar",  he  said, 

"Yet  few  consumers  vculd  be  vdlling  to  accept  their  income  status  of 
1939  as  desirable 5  few  distributors  or  manufacturers  \irould  prefer  the  business 
environment  of  1939  to  that  of  today," 
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From  La  Crosse  (Wis,)  Tri^bune,  May  12  - 


SCHOOL  PUPILS  S-TUDY  EROSIOiT;  VISIT  COL^LTTY  FAHi-IS  TflTH  SOILS  ESPSRTS  -  A 
large  num'ber  of  the  upper  grade  pupils  of  the  La  Crosse  co\mty  rural  schools 
and  their  teachers  took  advantage  of  studying  soil  conservation  in  the  field 
the  past  week.    Arrangements  had  "been  made  through  the  cooperation  of  the 
coiinty  soil  conservation  service,   county  extension  office  and  the  county 
superintendent  of  schools  for  these  gra-des  to  meet  at  one  of  five  places  for 
"on  the  field  instruction, " 


From  Springfield  (i^-iass,)  Union,  Ha.y  15  - 

ViOKEi  3UGAH  -  Sditorial  -  First  repercussion  from  Washington  from  the 
"better  sugar  outlook  was  to  validate  the  second  sugar  stamp  Spare  No,  12, 
good  for  10  pounds,  on  June  1  instead  of  July  1  as  originally  scheduled.  ^Hie 
idea  is  to  deplete  v;arohouse  supplies  in  readiness  for  future  crops  while 
box  cars  arc  still  available. 

Moreover,  third-quarter  allotments  for  industrial  sugar  were  advanced 
from  June  10  to  June  1,    Naturally,  there  arc  demands  in  Congress  for  an 
end  to  all  sugar  controls,  scheduled  to  expire  Oct,  31  in  any  event.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  spokesmen  "believe,  however,  that  despite  "better 
prospects  from  the  Cuban  crop,  it  would  "be  v/ise  to  v/ait  another  month  to  see 
v;hat  effect  rains  may  have  on  the  world  yield. 

Congress  will  he  in  position  to  evaluate  the  prospective  supply  situation 
for  1948  and  decide  what  further  action  may  he  necessary.     It  wants  to  avoid 
a  speculative  orgy  that  will  raise  prices  and  snatch  sugar  off  our  dinner 
tables,    We  should  like  to  see  controls  removed  if  that  is  possible,  but 
there  are  many  factors  involved, 

From  Waterloo  (Iowa)  Courier,  May  11  - 

FABiCHS  GUTTIilC-  RICH  OIT  SUI-^SIDOS?  -  Editorial  -  Sen.  Milton  H,  ^oung 
of  l^orth  Dakota  said  last  week  that,   ^  have  been  greatly  concerned  and 
p.larmed  at  all  the  adverse  publicity  agriculture  has  been  receiving  in  the 
past  months,  ,  ,    Through  this  publicity,  the  consumer  is  led  to  believe 
that  our  gpvcrnment  is  using  the  United  States  treasury,  in  a  big  v/ay,  to 
raise  farm  prices,  at  a  time  when  a  drive  is  being  made  to  reduce  industrial 
prices,  . 

The  foTnor,  certainly,  is  prosperous  toda,y  a,nd  has  received  as  much  of 
an  increase  in  his  annual  net  income  a.s  other  groups  in  the  population.  He 
is  receiving  his  share  of  the  increased  cost  of  food  along  with  others  v/ho 
handle  his  product_  on  the  wa^y  to  the  consumer.    But  these  high  prices  are 
not  of  his  choosing;,  as  the  support  level  proves,  pjid  they  are  largely 
beyond  his  control.    It  v/ould  be  extremely  unfortunate  for  farmers  and  the 
nation  as  a  v/hole  if  these  food  prices  caused  the  general  public  to  oppose 
long-range  governmental  farm  progrpjas  out  of  a  mistaken  notion  that  they  o.re 
the  cause  of  this  current  inflation. 
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Prom  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Bulletin,  ""May  16  - 

SQUITD' CHOP  IITSUiiAlTCS  -  Editorial  -  Efforts  to  v/ork  out  a  practical 
schcEiG  for  insTxring  farm  crops  arc  "being  revived^  after  failure  of  the  system 
in  effect  for  nearly  ten  years.     Cost  to  date  has  "been  a'oout  $110,000,000, 

In  an  effort  to  cut  dovm  losses,  the  House  Agriculture  Comnittoe  has 
decided  tha,t.  the  1948  progixin  should  "be  limited  to  (..jtpcrinents  devoted  to 
finding  a  plan  financially  sound  and  at  the  same  time  attractive  to  farmers» 

•'■'he  ideal  arrangement  would  "be  one  that  v/ould  attract  private  insurance 
companies  with  rates  that  farmers  could  afford  to  pay»    So  fp,r  nothing  of 
the  sort  has  been  devised,, 

V/eather  and  pest  hazards  make  cxop  grov/ing  a  grer-.ter  gnjnhle  than  in- 
surance companies  v;ant  to  take  at  la\<!  premium  rates^     'Pnc  Eouse  Committee 
has  in  mind  experimentation  that  would  allow  private  companies  to  underv;ritc 
part  of  the  progi-am,  v;ith  government  reinsurance  to  guard  them  against 
excessive  losseso 

Crop  insurance  is  a  sort  of  Utopian  idea,  and  is  a  "broa-d  field  for 
further  experiment j  particularly  in  vicv/  of  experiences  with  one  version  of 
it  during  nearly  a  decade. 


Prom  Minneapolis  (Minn,;  Tri>iune,  I-Ir.y  13  - 

RISIl'G-  LA.1ID  VALUSS  -  Sd-itorial  -  As  the  nation's  farmer^  become  av;are 
0""  the  fact  that  the  years  of  good  prices  for  their  farm  products  may  be 
numbered,  there  is  growing  concern  over  the  sharp  increases  in  the  value 
of  farm  land^ 

The  Dopnrtment  of  Agriculture  reports  t]-a,t  fexm  la.nd  prices  went  up 
another  13  per  cent  in  the  year  ended  H^irch  1,  bringing  the  average  market 
values  for  such  land  to  a  point  92  per  cent  above  the  1935-39  average. 

Average  farm  land  va,luos  for  the  Unites  States  as  a  v/hole  now  are  only 
6  per  cent  beloi'/  the  peak  of  19201;     In  24  states,  farm  land  v;as_  selling 
at  more  than  1920  level  last  year. 

There  arc  many  reasons  for  the  increased  prices,  of  c-^urse.    Big  city 
incomes  have  been  responsible  for  some  of  the  increase.    High  farm  product, 
prices  have  contributed,  both  through  the  ability  of  farmers  to  buy  and 
through  the  needs  of  many  for  additional  land.    And  easy  cr^^dit  in  recent 
years  has  had  some  effect,  too. 

The  nationr.l  sittiation  is  not  good.     Some  of  the  sharpest  increases 
in  land  values  have  occurred  in  sto.tes  where  the  land  does  not  justify  the 
present  hi-jh  level  of  prices. 

It  is  si-;3nif icant  that  farmers  in  the  Upper  Midwest,  who  v/ere  biirned 
badly  in  the  collapse  of  land  values  in  J.921  and  succeeding  years,  have  not 
been  taken  in  this  time.  '  True,  land  values  in  this  region    have  gone  up, 
tooc     But  it  v/as  in  this  area  that  land  values  dropped  most  sharplj'.  There 
is  some  justification  for  the  rise,  therefore,  boca,use  it  means  that  land 
values  nov/  arc  closer  to  true  worth. 
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From  New  York  Times,  May  23  - 

COSTS  IN  GERM/'JIY  ON  U.S.  SEEN  E^mid;  $750,000,000  PREDICTED  IN  '48  FOR 
FOOD  AS  EXPORT  PLANS  LAG,  ALLIES  LACK  DOLLARS --Berlin,  AP--As  ships  from  America 
imloaded  food  in  German  ports  today,  United  States  economists  predicted  that 
American  taxpayers  would  have  to  foot  a  bill  of  $750,000,000  in  19^18  for  feeding 
46.000,000  Germs.ns  3n  the  ■western  zones. 

Col.  Hugh  B.  Hester,  chief  of  the  food  and  agricultural  branch  of  the 
American  Military  Government,  said  he  believed  the  peak  of  the  food  crisis  in 
western  Germany  had  passed.    He  said  gradual  but  substantial  improvement  was 
.expected  between  now  and  the  next  harvest. 


ST/iRVATION  PERIL  IS  SEEN  IN  EUROPE;  AMERICANS  MUST  ACT  QUICKLY  IF  DEMOCRACY 
IS  TO  SURVIVE,  CARE  OFFICIAL  SAYS  -  Americans  must  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  much 
of  Europe  is  still  on  the  verge  of  actual  starvation,  Paul  Comly  French,  general 
manager  of  the  Cooperative  for  American  Remittances  to  Europe  said  yesterday. 


VETO  OF  WOOL  BILL  IN  PRESENT  FORM  SEEN- -Washington,  AP- -Representative 
John  W.  McCormack  of  Massachusetts  predicted  today  that  the  wool  bill  will  be 
vetoed  if  sent  to  President  Truman  in  its  present  form.    As  debate  on  the  measure 
got  under  way  in  the  House,  he  read  from  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  Will  Clayton,  in  which  the  latter  expressed  opposition  to  cer- 
tain features  of  the  bill  and  said  that  if  they  were  adopted  "we  stand  convicted 
of  insincerity  in  our  trade  talks." 

Mr.  McCormack  advocated  adoption  of  a  Senate-passed  wool  bill  or  an  amend- 
ment which  Represento.tive  C.A.  Herter  of  Massachusetts  said  he  would  offer. 

The  Senate  bill  provides  for  continuation  of  the  Government  wool  purchase 
program  at  19^6  market  prices.     The  proposed  Herter  amendment  would  guarantee 
growers  a  return  of  90  percent  of  parity,  a  figure  which  he  said  would  be  only 
slightly  loss  than  the  present  world  market  price  level.     The  bill  before. the 
House  would  guarantee  wool  growers  about  4-2  cents  a  pound. 


FOOD  EXPORTS  SHOW  DROP;  $35,1^0,000  DECLINE  IS  REPORTED  IN  QUi'^RTER  BY 
G0VERNI4ENT--V/ashington,  /iP- -Exports  of  food  from  this  country  during  the  first  . 
quarter  af  this  year  dropped  $35,1^0,000  under  the  first  quarter  of  19^6,  the 
Commerce  Department  reported  today. 

Total  for  that ; period  was  given  as  $6l4,998,000  including  lend-lease  and 
UNRRA  shipments,  which  have  declined  considerably  in  19^7. 

Food  imports  diuring  that  period  increased  36.7  percent  over  a  year  ago  and 
reached  a  value  of  $421,094,000.'  ' 
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From  Nev  York  Times,  May  23  - 

F/iEMERS  OF  WORLD  ADOPT  A  PROGR/iI.1;  FEDERATION  AT  HOIiAND  MEETING  AGREES  ON 
PLANS  FOR  V/IDER  PRICE,  HE/^JLTH  STANDARDS --Schevenlngen,  the  Netherlands --The  Inter- 
national Federation  of  Agriciiltural  Producers  announced  this  afternoon  the  results 
of  policy  negotiations  carried  on  over  the  past  ten  days.    This  marked  the  high- 
light and  was  virtually  the  finale  of  the  first  regular  conference  to  he  held  by 
the  group,  established  a  year  ago, 

"It  is  the  duty  of  the  federation  not  only  to  primary  producers  hut  to  the 
world  as  a  whole  to  formulate  precisely  the  views  of  its  members  on  the  world  pro- 
duction, distribution  and  consumption  of  foodstuffs  and  on  measures  that  -^-rill 
achieve  universal  and  lasting  prosperity,"  the  policy  committee  report  said. 

It  will  be  the  purpose  of  the  federation  to  extend  agricultural  production 
to  moot  coneuQsr  needs,  to  campaign  for  annual  surveys  of  production  programs,  to 
restrain  competition  so  as  not  to  "endanger  the  position  of  those  who  do  not  have 
speedy  access  to  co.pital  mechanization  or  inorganic  fertilizers,"  and  to  create  an 
orderly  system  for  the  handling  and  distribution  of  temporary  surpluses. 

Also  to  see  that  "provisions  of  food  from  whatever  source  for  the  attain- 
ment of  a  health  standard"  must  be  a  Governmont  responsibility;  to  see  tha.t  farm 
wages  compare  favorably  with  those  "of  others  of  equal  capacity." 

The  federation  is  resolved  to  become  an  "effective  and  powerful  influence 
for  good"  in  the  world;  to  strive  for  greater  stability  of  world  price  and  employ- 
ment levels,  and  to  advocate  most  strongly  the  negotiation  of  agreements  for  suit- 
able staple  commodities  on  a  multilateral  basis."    It  was  affirmed  that  a  wheat 
agreement  should  be  signed  soon. 


PREDICTS  PRICE  DROP  ON  FOODS  IN  SUMMER- -Washington,  AP--The  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  maintained  today  that  retail  food  prices  would  decline  slightly 
this  summer  and  fall. 

In  a  review  of  the  national  food  situation  issued  today,  the  birreau  said 
that  foods  which  were  likely  to  become  cheaper  included  evaporated  milk,  cheese, 
most  fresh  and  processed  fruits  and  vegetables,  fish  and  cereal  products. 


From  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  May  23  - 

MEAT  PRICES;  LIVESTOCK  MEN  THINI-C  THEY  ARE  DUE  FOR  NO  BIG  DROP  THIS  YEAR-- 
V/ichita,  Kan .- -There 's  only  a  slim  chance  the  cost  of  moat  will  deflate  substanti- 
ally before  another  year,  say  the  men  who  produce  it. 

Livestock  commission  men  at  this  market  \rho  talk  every  day  ^^dth  the  men 
who  are  engaged  in  manuf actiiring  meat  on  the  hoof  cite  these  causes  for  continued 
high  prices.    Shortage  of  hogs  o.nd  sheep,  strong  financial  position  of  farmers, 
high  purchasing  power  of  city  folk,  income  taxes,  the  weather  .and  the  government 
meddlers . 

"It  could  be  another  story  if  six  million  men  or  so  shoiild  lose  their 
jobs,"  commented  Jeff  King,  livestock  commission  merchant,  "but  we  hardly  expect 
that.    As  long  as  wages  o.nd  other  income  go  high,  the  people  are  going  to  oat 
meat,  no  matter  what  the  price.    They  like  it  and  won't  do  without  it  unless 
they  must . " 
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From  Hartford  (Conn.)  Times,  May  19  - 


JASI'L-LAITD  'BOOM  KSD  3UST'  _  Editorial  -  The  val^ie  of '  farm  land  in  the 
nation  has  nearly  doulsled  since  1940.     It  is  still  rising. 

President  Truman  is  alarmed, •  At  his  suggestion  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture has  called  a  comprehensive  conference  for  June  9  at  Washington,  These 
officials  fear  a  "iDust''  after  the  present  "boom,^ 

They  rememoer  the  serious  colla-pse  after  the  first  World  War  v/hich  "orought 
on  a  wave  of  farm  mortgage  foreclosures,  diiring  the  '20's,   closed  hu.ndreds 
of  Isanlcs  and  contributed  heavily  to  the  depression  of  the  '  30' s, 

I'arm  profits  are  pu.shing  up  farm  land  values.    Wartime  ceiling  prices 
were  moderate  "but  yields  were  high,  thanl:s  to  good  weather.    Profits  v;ere  high. 

After  removal  of  ceilings,  prices  have  kept  rising  due  to  world  hujiger 
and  heavy  export  shipments.    Again  the  wheat  outlook  is  excellent,  -Liarge 
farm  income  is  in  the  making, 

It  may  "be  dou"bted  that  anything  can  stop  the  rise  in  farm  land  values 
except  the  lowering  of  prices  of  farm  products,    Tlie  conference  v/ill  raise 
warning  signals.     They  may  do  some  good  "but  so  long  as  the  grower  receives 
high  prices  at  delivery  point  of  his  products  he  will  not  he  greatly  fri'ghtened 
"by  iirarnings, 

Prom  iTashville  Tennessean,  May  18  -  . 

Oi:  SAYIL'G  THE  BAmi  -  Editorial  -  It  is  not  the  going  up  that  hurts  in 
land  values.     It  is  the  coming  dov/n  that  can  "bring  poverty  and  suffering  to 
the  iirhole  fa,rm  population  as  v/ell  as  to  land  sneculators.    President  Truiiian' s 
concern  on  this  score  is  fully  justified.     So  is  the  June  conference  which 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  called  to  discuss  what  can  iDe  done  to  put 
a  stop  to  further  land  price  inflation  and  mitigate  the  consequ.ences  of  a 
collapse  in  land  prices, 

Hise  in  land  values  is  an  unmitigated  evil.    It  makes  the  "burdens  of 
farm  operators  greater.     It  results  in  unearned  in'come  to  owners  who  cash  in 
on  the  gains.     It  invites  wild  speculation  that  discourages  legitimr.te.  farm 
ownership  at  a  time  when  farm  operators  are  otherwise  in  a  position  to  ac- 
quire homestaads.     It  increases  the  vicious  evil  of  absentee  oiimership.  The 
collapse  of  land  values  pulls  many  faTmers  into  the  maw  of  delDt  and  hea,vy 
mortgage  service, 

Tlie  ui'if or tvinate  consequences  of  a  collapse  of  rural  land  values  are  not 
restricted  to  the  farm  sections.     The  decline  in  the  purchasing  power  of 
agrarian  America  after  1920,  partly  through  the  shift  of  production  to  servic- 
ing of  inflated  mortgages,  was  one  factor  tha,t  "brought  on  the  1929  depression. 
Though  farmers  have  avoidtsd  some  of  the  pitfalls  in  this  war  into  i\rhich  thej^ 
fell  in  World  War  I,  they  still  cannot  avoid  a  depression  into  which  a  land 
"bust  v;ould  thrust  them.    Another  agricultural  depression  will  contri'bute  to 
another  industrial  depression. 

Prom  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Intelligencer  Journal,  May  IS  - 

TIASIT  TOBACCO  GSOiGES  AGAIilST  TOO-IABjG-E  CHOPS  _  Warning  against  "over- 
plantinv"  of  the  1947  to"bacco  crop  was  sounded  Thursday  "by  officials  of  the 
Lancaster  County  To"bacco  C-rbwers'   Cooperative  Association  to  its  mem'oers,  cit- 
ing the  "big  slump  in  cigar  consumption  throughout  the  coujitry:  since  the  first 
of  the  year* 
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From  Minneapolis  (Kinn.)  Triliune,  May  13  - 

'prices  CO  HOLD  STmCY,  a^GILL  EXpr^R^'  ASSliETS^-  A  Minneapolis  grain  man, 
E,  J,  Grimes,  vice  president  of  Cargill,  Inc,,  did  not  agree  Monday  v/ith  Ley's 
prediction  of  a  drastic  drop  in  the  price  of  wheat. 

Grimes  said  he  helieved  the  price  v;o\ild  hold  fairly  steady  f or_  at  least 
another  six  months  or  possihly  a  year, 

Kc  said  three  factors  must  "be  considered  in  forecasting  a  drop.  They 
are  the  rate  at  which  fp.rmcrs  v;ill  sell  their  x/ncat,  the  nurahcr  of  Doxcars 
availalDle  to  ship  wheat  to  the  scahoard  and  the  extent  of  Siiropean  demand. 

Grimes  said  there  is  a  "terrific"  demand  for  American  wheat  a"broad 
today  and  that  European  countries  v;ill  take  all  the  wheat  the  United  States 
government  v;ill  a-pprovc  shipping. 

The  price  farmers  pay  for  other  commodities  will  determine  the  rate  at 
which  they  sell  their  grain,  he  said,    Unless  other  factors  in  the  economic 
field  coi-itril)utc  to  a  crash  in  prices.  Grimes  said  he  could  forsec  no  such 
marked  recession  in  the  price  of  v/heat. 


Prom  Cincinnati  (Ohio)  Enquirer,  May  15  - 

lAWi  PHODUCTIOIC  -  Editorial  -  Ifncn  agricultural  interests  of  the  United 
States  hegan  to  work  toward  a  planned  farm  crop  and  production  progrrjn, 
there  v;ere  many  ohscrvers  v/ho  insisted  that  such  a  scheme  never  could  v;ork, 
Thoy  pointed  out  that  there  arc  millions  of  farmers,  large  and  small,  across 
the  nation;  that  what  these  men  planted  and  harvested  was  their  "busincssj 
that  any  attempt  to  estimate  or  control  crops  would  "be  futile, 

Time  is  proving  that  such  pessimistic  views  v/ere  not  warranted.  As 
years  pass.  United  States  agriculture  is  establishing  itself  on  a,n  increasing- 
ly sv.bstantial  and  efficient  "basis.    Wo  knov;  now  that  plantings  can  be  con^ 
trolled,  within  certain  limits;  that  we  can  plan  ahead  to  meet  the  nation's 
essential  food  needs,    ¥c  "have  shovm,  heyond  any  shadow  of  douht,  that  our 
farmers,  on  advance  notice,   can  —  and  will  —  produce  items  necessary  to 
industry  as  well  as  for  our  tables;  produce  them  in  quantities  sufficient  for 
virtually  any  demand,    Tv/o  generations  ago  such  feats  would  have  been  possible. 


Prom  ifeterbuty  (Conn,)  Republican,  May  15  - 

MORE  SUGAR  -  Editorial  -  Arjiouncement  that  su^ar  ration  strjnp  number  12 
v/ill  bccorno  valid  on  Juno  1  instead  of  on  July  1  v;ill  be  good  nev;s  to  American 
housev/iveso    It  is  good  news  to  countless  thousands  of  men  and  women  in  the 
starvation  areas  of  Europe,  too,  althoii^^h  they  probably  v/on' t  hear  of  it  soon. 

KiD  good  news  is  the  unexpectedly  good  sugar  crops  are  predicted  in 
Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  the  Virgin  Islands  and  Hawaii,    In  Giioa  for  instance,  the 
best  crop  since  1925  is  anticipated. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  by  the  end  of  this  year  the  United  States, 
througli  alread;;'  existing  purchasing  agreements,  mp,y  be  in  control  of  more 
than  nine  million  tons  of  sugar,     Ou.r  average  pre-\-;ar  consumption  v;o.s  some— 
what  over  six  and  a  half  million  tons  annually,      Hie  next  six  weeks  of 
weather  in  the  sugar  grov/ing  areas  are  a  major  factor  in  the  actual  outcome 
of  this  year' s  cp.ne  crop,  but  the  prospects  are  food  in  any  event. 
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DAILY  E^mi  NEFS  DIGEST 
(For  May  26,  19^7) 


DEPMTI'TNT  OF  /iGRI CULTURE 
E  OF  INFORMATIOI 
inrrton  25,  D.C. 


■r  y^^*«LDE  OF  INFORMATIOF 


^§zines  from  v.^ic.h  the^  agricultural  items  are  taken 
^e/'Roon  414A,    f'hone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 


(The  ne^Tspapers  and 
are  on  file  in  Press  Seri 

From  New  York  Times,  I-iay  26  - 

CLARK  SAYS  RUSSIa  VIOUiTED  PLEDGES,  ^0^*^STRIA' S  FOOD~Gen.  Mark  li,  Clark, 
in  a  radio  speech  last  night,  accused  the  Russians  in  Austria  of  illega.l 
confiscation  of  'ustrian  cattle,  food  and  other  resources  and  of  exporting 
surpluses  above  their  ovm  needs  in  direct  violation  of  the  Potsdam  agreem.ent, 

"The  Soviets  in  |\ustria  have  not  cooperated  T/ith  the  other  occupying  poTrcrs 
jn  accordance  mth  the  solemn  pledges  all  of  us  made  to  the  world  for  its 
future  peace  and  prosperity,"  Genal  Clark  declared  in  a  broadcast  over  the 
Colurabia  Broadcasting  System", 


GERIL'JM  FOOD  NEED  LIKELY  TO  CONTINUE:  LITTLE  CFJiNCE  OF  IMPROVEi-iENT  JORESEEN- 
Berlin—Food  and  agriculture  experts  here  believe  that  the  current  food  crisis 
mil  prove'  to  be  chronic  until  at  least  the  fall  of  19A8. 

Even  increased  imports  from  the  United  States,  they  point  out,  can  only 
prevent  starvation,  nothing  more.    Harvests  -vvili  raisu  puriouically  the 
indigenous  sources  and  thus  individual  rations,  but  the;>-  cannot  bring  the 
daily  caloric  ration  much  higher  than  thq,  present  1,550,  it  is  believed. 

The  future  outlook  is  further  darkened,  not  so  much  by  the  inability  to 
increase  local  food  production  as  \)j  the  genera],  food  agricultural  forecasts 
throughout  the  Northern  Hemisphere.    This  means,  it  is  r^ointcd  out,  that  even 
increased  dollar  credits  through  the  bi- zonal  exnort-im.nort  program  v'ould  not 
solve  the  question  as  to  T*ich  countries  most  deserve  the  United  States  output. 

505^  7:?00L  T/JC  SEEN  IJ'IPERILING  TRADE:  AUSTRALIAN  INTERSTS  FTI^nD  U.S.  LEVY 
INCONSISTENT  UilTH  PURPOSES  OF  OENEVA-Sydney-Wool  interests  said  today  that 
if  the  Senate  passes  and  President  Trum.aji  signs  a  bill  imposing  a  tariff  up  to 
50^  on  Hool  imported  into  the  United  States,  the  whole  international  trade' 
conference  at  C-eneva  -rill  be  imperiled. 

Comment  here  followed  the  same  lines  as  that  of  the  bill's  opponents 
.when  It  ims  passed  in  the  blouse  last  Friday,-  that  such  a  r.easure  was  alnSst 
hyprocirtical  at  a  time  when  the  United  States  T'as  trying  to  lovrer  international 
trade  barriers. 


TT-p^^ifrJir^TSi  ™/  SOVIETIZED  FAa:S:  THE  RUSSIAN  COLLECTIVE  SYoTIi.  TO  BE 
IIuRODUCED_ THERE  ON  FJJERiHEI^iT.J.  B..Sl5-Helsinki-ihe  Soviet  Union's  system 

^  ''^'^  "^^  "'^^  introduced  exp.riiaentally  here. 

comDletn?n^^?h''V'  P^^Vof  an  extreme Leeiist  scheme  t.  socialize  agricult. 

ss^Li:2^LS^:s::tS!'^^^-  '^^^^^  ^^^^  -^-^  ^^^^  ^^^p^ 
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Pron  N3TJ-  York  Jonrnal  of  ConnercG,  T'lay  26  - 

SUGAR  POSITION  CH/iNGES-Tho  sugar  ]?ositir.n  is  noi-  rcvGrscd,  Rofinors 
importers  a  week  ago  ivere  crov/ded  with  surplus  supplies,  but  todpy  the  refiners 
on  some  packages  are  behj.nd  on  orders  as  the  demand  widens  rath  improved 
weather  and  prospect  of  a  heavier  call  for  sugar  as  nev:  stamps  become 
available  on  June  1, 


CAIJNED  FOODS-With  the  citrus  juice  packing  season  almost  ended,  carryover 
stocks  in  Florida  cannors'  hands  appear  to  be  moderate,  with  orange  juice 
holdinsg  at  about  two  and  one-half  m.onths  supply,  blended  at  three  months 
and  grapefruit  juice  at  five  and  one  half  months.    Meanwhile,  Coast  fruit  cannors 
are  inclined  to  hold  back  on  new  crop  plans  due  to  price  uncertainties.  Eejrly 
salmon  catches  on  Columbia  River  have  been  disappointing. 


FARI.I  FUInIDS  cut  CALLED  'DINAi'ilTE'-T'ashington-Senator  Aiken  (Rep.  Vt.) 
asserted  today  that  the  32  percent  cut  in  Agriculture  Department  funds  voted  by 
the  House  Appropriations  Committee  would  "blast  the  Republican  Party  oif  the 
map"  if  finally  passed  by  Congruss» 

Aiken,  v;ho  often  votes  counter  to  thu  maj-jirty  oi  his  party  colleagues, 
told  a  reporter  he  thinks  there  is  "political  uynamite"  in  efforts  to  cut 
farr;i  program  expenditures, 

'*I  thirik  that  a  20  percent  reduction  in  administrative  expensus  can  be 
made  v/ithout  hurting  anythingj"he  said  "but  if  the  action  of  the  House 
Comm  ttee  in  scuttling  some  of  these  Government  prn!Tra.ms  stands,  it's 
going  to  blast  the  Re|3ublican  parlj^oif  the  map,'^' 


From  >/ali  Street  Journal,  May  26  -      ■  ■ 

fREIGHT  SKIPMTS  v.dll  continue  at  near  record  levels,  the  American 
*  Association  of  Railroads  predicted.    It  said  heavy  summer  loadings  of  perishables 

beginning  in  mid  June,  v.all  bring  a  tightening  in  the  refrigerator  oar  supply. 
But  the  most  critical  problem  now  in  sight,  it  added,  is  the  heav3'-  demand  for 
box  cars  to  load  the  record  mnter  wheat  crop,  due  to  start  moving  in  a 
few  days.    The  grain  loading  roads  have  alreadj^  accuramulated  5^000  empty  box 
cars  but  more  mil  be  needed. 


THE  U.S.  Al^ro  BRITMN  virill  issue  an  important  statement  on  Germany  tomorrow. 
Lord  Pakenham^  British  Minister  to  Germany,  announced  the  event,  v/hich  he  said 
would  usher  in  "a  new  ...ra"  in  the  history  of  the  British  and  .'American  occupation 
zones,    Y.ashington  soiirces,  meanwhile,  hinted  the  tv/o  countries  would  announce 
a  program  of  increased  production  in  theii^  otcupation  zonus,  v.dthout  raiting 
for  Russia  to  join  a  Big  Four  agreement  on  Gerr.iany.    Th^j  statum^^nt  probably  will 
be  issued  jointly  by  the  U.S.  and  i^ritish  occupation  comi.ionders,  viho  ?:ill  meet 
t^:morrow  in  another  conference  on  Germany's  critical  food  shortage. 
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"From  The  G-rand  Br.pids  (L"ich«)  Press,  Hay  21  -       .  .  ' 

DRIV3  HUHTS  lOOD  TRADES  -  President  Truman's  campaign  to  reduce  prices  has 
raised  havoc  temporarily  vdth  some  "branches  of  the  food  "business,  according  to 
reports  from  rclia'ole  sources. 

Many  v/holcsale  grocers  have  withdrawn  from  the  market  until' they  have  liqui- 
dated inventories.    Even  though  they  arc  completely  sold  out  of  some  items, 
grocers  are  reported  to  "be  refraining  from  reordering  until  inventories  of  com-- 
peting  items .are  reduced  or  completely  liquidated. 

One  food  packer  sa.id  "there  seems  to  "be  a  determined  effort  on  the  part  of 
"both  wholesale  and  retail  grocers  to  ettpty  their  shelves  of  a  lot  of  socalled 
' cats  and  dogs' ." 

A  cherry  packer  reported  that  pic  "bakers  deli"berately  tried  to  "break  the 
market  on  the  crim.son  fruit  "by  refu.sing  to  "buy.     The  industry  found  it  necessary 
to  create  a  consumer  demand  for  cherry  pie  to  force  pic  "balcers  "back  into  the  mar- 
ket.   Prices  nov  have  sta"bilizcd  at  tv;o-thirds  last  fall's  wholesale  market. 

Pood  industry  leaders  are  fearful  t'nat  the  nationwide  drive  to  liquidate 
inventories  v;ill  eventually  "bring  a  flood  of  "buying  orders  into  the  market  and 
another  inflationary  i^rice  "boom. 


Prom  St,  Paul  (llinn. )  Pioneer  Press,  May  21  - 

LESSCTlT  Qy  POTATOES  -  Editorial  -  The  present  potato  price  squeeze  on  con- 
sumers teaches  3.  vital  lesson  a"bout  V/ashington  administration  of  the  federal  farm 
programs o 

That  lesson  is  "being  driven  home  right  now  "by  the  impact  on  agriculture  of 
two  serious  "blo\;s  in  Congress.     The  first  is  the  drastic  cutting  to  "be  recommended 
very  soon  "by  the  Hou.se  Appropriations  comm.ittee  of  farm  funds  including  those  for 
soil  conservation,  crop  insurance,  school  lunches  and  farm  marketing  research. 
The  second  is  the  decision,  despite  waitings  of  Senator  Thye  and  others  to  post- 
pone enactment  of  permanent  farm  legisls.tion  at  least  until  next  year. 

The  groat  lesson  "being  taught  hy  the  "backfire  of  the  potato  program  is  that 
the  "basic  thougli  unwritten  rule  of  democratic  government  applies  to  the  farm  pro- 
grams as  to  all  others  which  are  devised  to  aid  economic  or  other  groups. 

The  "basic  requirement  is  that  of  reasona"bleness.    ^A/hether  they  happen  to  "be 
in  the  interests  of  "business  or  la"bor  or  agriculture,,  the  protective  program.s  must 
"be  applied  adininistrati vely  in  ways  that  are  reasona"blo  in  the  light  of  the  gen- 
eral pu"blic  interest. 

The  Vfashington  adTiinistration  of  the  potato  program  has  not  heen  reasonable, 
in  the  respect  that  "big  scale  government  destruction  of  potatoes  has  now  contri- 
"butcd  to  scarcities  pushing  consumer  prices  of  old  potatoes  up  to  the  neigh"borhood 
of  6  cents  0,  poujid  and  of  new  pote^toes  higher  right  here  in  the  m.idst  of  a  sur- 
plus potato  region.    And  one  distur'bing  thing  a'bout  it  is  that,  in  spite  of  the 
demonstrated  pu"blic  resentment  against  the  destruction  of  ,19^6  crop  potatoes,  the 
same  process  of  destru.ction  now  is  starting  all  over  again  in  the  South  as  affect- 
ing the  new  19^!-?  crop.    The  price  of  those  potatoes  reached  9  2-3  cents  a  pound 
or  $5»S0  a  iDiishel  in  some  Twin  Cities  stores  Honda.y, 
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From  The  G-rand  pLapids  (Micho)  Press,  Hay  21  - 

TOO  i-'IAirr  POTATOES  -  Editorial  -  Those  widely  published  pictures  shox/ing  the 
d-umping  of  tons  of  sujrplus  potatoes  probalDly  have  given  nost  of  us  at  least  a  few, 
conscience-striken  noncnts.     It's  never  easy  to  pass  off  the  destruction  of  food- 
stuffs as  "just  one  of  those  things^"  and  it's  even  less  easy  with  the  facts  of 
the  food  crisis  in  Europe  and  Asia  "before  us^ 

Unfortunately,  however,  it  isn't  practical  to  ship  potatoes  abroad,  no  nat- 
ter how  much  the  world's  hungry  population  night  appreciate  then.    They  are  too 
bulky,  are  mostly  water  (at  least  80  per  cent)  and  spoil  too  quickly. 

The  potato  su-rplus  doubtless  is  to  bo  attributed  largely  to  the  fact  that  a 
bumper  crop  v/as  harvested  last  year;  but  it  is  also  to  be  e:iplained  partly  by  the 
fact  that  other  foodstuffs  have  become  more  abundant.    In  other  words,  potatoes 
are  having  to  compete  in  public  favor  v/ith  other  foods.    One  of  these,  of  course, 
is  wheat — a  comodity  which  still  is  badly  needed  abroad  and  which  is  easy  to 
ship* 

We  in  the  United  States  could  aid  the  international  program  greatly,  help 
to  stabilize  the  potato  m.arket  and  avoid  further  waste  b;/  substituting  potatoes 
for  \;heat  and  similar  products  wherever  possible.     In  the  long  r"UJi  we  v/ould  pro- 
fit financially,  too,  since  we,  thorough  the  government's  price  sttpport  program, 
will  have  to  pay  for  those  dumped  potatoes. 


Prom  the  Tines-Picayune,  May  21  - 

AIM  IS  I:P?.0"'/ED  COTTON  III  SOUTH;  HACE  WITH  SYIITHETICS  CITED  BY  TECHNOLOGIST- 
Atlanta  -  The  South' s  cotton  farmers,  in  their  race  with  synthetic  producers,  are 
growing  fewer  varieties  and  giving  attention  to  quality  improvement,  Prancis  L. 
G-erdes,  dqpartm.cnt  of  agriculture  cotton  technologist,  said  today. 

Addressing  a  group  of  cotton  leaders  hero,  Gerdes  declared  qimlity  ir.prove- 
ment  and  incrocascd  research  in  production  end.  marketing  problems  \-^qtq  helping 
cotton  hold  and  enlarge  its  standing  in  competition  v;ith  synthetics. 

The  trend  is  toward  production  of  fewer  varieties,  he  said.    Last  season 
more  than  four-fifths  of  the  acreage  was  planted  to  only  seven  varieties  where  a 
few  years  ago  more  than  100  different  va,rietics  were  being  planted,  he  explained. 

Gerdes,  who  does  research  work  at  the  government's  cotton  testing  labora.- 
tory  at  Stoneville,  Hiss,,   said  fiber  tests,  a  war-born  practice,  arc  helping 
improve  the  q_uality  of  the  product,  particvJ.arly  in  the  development  of  new  strains 
of  better  siDinnin.';,'  quality© 

As  a  result  of  concentration  on  fewer  vri,rieties  and  cont inuing 'fiber  tests, 
he  said,  farmers  are  in  a  better  position  to  raise  cottons  which  arc  in  greatest 
demand  by  textile  mills. 

Mechanization, • he  continued,  is  contributing  to  cotton's  progress.  The 
mechanical  loickcr,  he  said,  makes  it  possible  to  harvest  cotton  before  too  much 
exposure  to  v;eather. 
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